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UNIT 2. SESSION 4

Joseph Forgave His Brothers
GENESIS 42–45

Years had passed since Joseph had been taken to Egypt. Now Joseph was in charge of Egypt, and his brothers bowed low before him. They had come to buy grain. They did not know it was Joseph, and he chose not to tell them at first. “You are spies!” Joseph accused. 
His brothers fearfully replied, “We are not—we are brothers, sons of one man. The youngest brother, Benjamin, is home with our father.” 
Joseph said, “Bring your youngest brother to me. That way, I’ll know you are telling the truth.” Joseph gave them some grain, but he kept one brother, Simeon, in prison while the others went to get Benjamin.
Joseph ordered his servants to hide each brother’s money in his grain sack. On the way home the brothers found the money. “What is God doing to us?” they asked.
The brothers reached home and explained to their father what happened. Jacob did not want Benjamin to leave him, but the brothers convinced Jacob that they could not get any food or free Simeon unless they took Benjamin with them. The brothers took more money for grain and set out for Egypt again. 
This time Joseph held a feast for his brothers. He tested them once more by putting his silver cup in Benjamin’s bag. When the brothers left, Joseph told a servant to chase after them. “Did you take my master’s cup?” the servant asked.
The brothers begged for Benjamin’s life. Judah asked to take Benjamin’s place in prison. Joseph sent his servants out of the room and wept as he saw that his brothers had changed. “I am Joseph!” he announced. “Is my father still alive? Don’t worry that you sold me. God sent me here to take care of you. Go get my father and the rest of the family. You can live here!”

The brothers brought Jacob, their wives, and their children to live in Egypt.
WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: 
Matthew 6:15

LIFE POINT: People can 
choose to forgive others like 
God has forgiven them.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE 
Parents, in today’s Bible story your 
child heard that Joseph forgave his 
brothers for what they had done 
many years before. Joseph was wise 
enough to know that their actions 
were part of God’s plan. Joseph chose 
to forgive just as we can choose to 
forgive.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
People are responsible for their 
choices. 

LIVE IT OUT
Help your child find and read these 
verses: 1 John 4:11; Proverbs 20:22; 
Mark 4:24; 1 Thessalonians 5:15. 
Discuss what each verse has to say 
about forgiveness. Help your child 
remember that we should forgive 
others because God first forgave us.

DAILY BIBLE READING
Sunday: Matthew 6:15 
Monday: Ephesians 4:31-32 
Tuesday: Proverbs 20:22 
Wednesday: Matthew 18:34-35 
Thursday: 2 Corinthians 2:5-8 
Friday: Matthew 5:23-24 
Saturday: Romans 12:20

PEO
PLE

TAKE 
IT FURTHER

Check out the Joseph 
Forgave His Brothers section of 
the Bible Studies for Life: Kids  

Family App.
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