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UNIT 2. SESSION 1

Joseph’s Early Life

GENESIS 37

Jacob was the father of twelve sons. One son, Joseph, was his favorite. To show his love for Joseph, Jacob gave Joseph a robe with many colors. Joseph’s brothers were so jealous, they could not bring themselves to say a kind word to him! 
Joseph told his brothers about a dream he had: “I dreamed we were in the field harvesting grain. Suddenly, my bundle of grain stood straight up and your bundles bowed down to it.” 
Another time, Joseph dreamed that the sun, the moon, and eleven stars bowed down to him. When Joseph told his family about the dream, Jacob scolded Joseph. Jacob said, “What kind of dream is this? Will I and your mother and brothers bow down to you?” Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him. They hated Joseph even more after these dreams. 

Joseph’s brothers took the family’s animals to a place called Shechem. Jacob sent Joseph to check on them. “Oh, look!” his brothers sneered. “Here comes the dreamer! Let’s kill him and throw him in a pit.”

Reuben, the oldest brother, stopped them. “Let’s not kill him. We can just throw him  in a pit.” Reuben planned to come back and rescue Joseph later. The brothers agreed. They took Joseph’s fine robe from him and threw him into a dry pit.
While Reuben was gone, the brothers saw a group of traders riding camels on their way to Egypt. Joseph’s brother, Judah, said, “Let’s not kill Joseph—let’s sell him to these traders.” The brothers sold Joseph for twenty pieces of silver. Joseph was taken to Egypt. 
To cover up what they had done, the brothers killed a goat, smeared its blood on Joseph’s robe, and took it to Jacob. “We found this,” they said. Jacob believed his son was dead. Jacob cried and was sad for many days.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Jeremiah 29:11

LIFE POINT: People can 
know that God has a plan for 
their lives.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE 
Parents, in today’s Bible story your 
child heard about Joseph and his 
early life. Joseph’s brothers hated 
him, and they sold him to traders 
who took him to Egypt. But God had 
an important plan for Joseph’s life.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
God has a plan for every person’s life. 

LIVE IT OUT
Read Romans 8:28 with your child. 
Help her understand that God has 
known her from the beginning of time 
and has a plan for her life. Emphasize 
that God already knows what will 
happen and she can trust in His plan.

DAILY BIBLE READING
Sunday: Jeremiah 29:11 
Monday: 1 Timothy 2:3-4 
Tuesday: Psalm 32:8 
Wednesday: Ephesians 2:10 
Thursday: Isaiah 46:10 
Friday: Proverbs 16:9 
Saturday: Philippians 1:6

PEO
PLE

TAKE 
IT FURTHER

Check out the Joseph’s Early 
Life section of the Bible Studies 

for Life: Kids Family App.
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