
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Made for Something 
More, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Though some groups teach that we need a priest/pastor/bishop to come between us 
and God, the Bible tells a different story. The finished work of Christ makes us priests 
before God.  
Introduction: In his book, Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands, Paul Tripp shares the 
story of a man who came attempting to recruit Tripp into helping give counsel to a friend 
in need. Tripp responded:  

Isn’t God’s love amazing? God cares about this man and put one of his children in 
his path. God cares about you and has given you an opportunity to be an instrument 
in his hands. I am persuaded that God never gets a wrong address, and he intends 
to use you in this man’s life.   

But is this biblically true? Are all believers called to do ministry like this? This is the 
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers. Is it biblical?  

1. Jesus, the great high priest, has opened up the way for us to be priests 
In Job 9:33 the suffering Job laments that there is nobody to lay his hand on both God 
and man. Job longs for a mediator. He realizes that he needs someone who will be his 
arbiter before God. He cannot appear on his own or he will be swallowed up.  
In the Law of Moses God appointed priests to serve in the role that Job longed for. The 
priest would enter into the Holy of holies once per year and offer sacrifices to God on 
behalf of the people. The priest opened up the way between God and man. But we also 
know from Hebrews that this was but a shadow of what was to come. Jesus was the 
Great High Priest who offered the once and for all sacrifice. In doing this he ended the 
priesthood as it was presented in the Old Testament.  
When Jesus fulfilled the role of the Great High Priest he opened up the way of access 
for every believer to the throne room of God. 1 Timothy 2:5 makes it clear that we do not 
need to through another human mediator to have access to God. Christ alone is our 
mediator.  
It is important, though, to make a distinction in what the early Reformers believed about 
the priesthood of believers and what we often mean today. In our highly individualized 
culture we take this doctrine to mean something like, “I don’t need anybody but my Bible 
and my prayer life to have a relationship with Jesus”. But that is far from what the early 
Reformers believed the Bible taught on this doctrine.  
Timothy George sums up the Protestant understanding succinctly:  

In the community of saints, God has so tempered the body that we are all priests to 
each other. We stand before God and intercede for one another, we proclaim God’s 
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Word to one another and we celebrate his presence among us in worship, praise, 
and fellowship. Moreover, our priestly ministry does not terminate upon ourselves. It 
propels us into the world in service and witness. 

Yes, Jesus has given us direct access to the Father. By His work of fulfilling the Old 
Testament priesthood he made us priests. But that does not terminate on ourselves. 

2. Our privileged identity as priests comes with responsibility 
The old maxim, “with much privilege comes much responsibility” is true here as well. 
There are wonderful benefits and privileges which were granted to us when the curtain 
in the temple was torn and we were granted direct access to the Father. But this direct 
access through prayer is also a great responsibility. JC Ryle laments the neglect and 
shows the consequence of neglecting this duty: 

Bibles read without prayer, sermons heard without prayer, marriages contracted 
without prayer, the daily act of private prayer itself hurried over or gone through 
without heart, these are the kind of downward steps by which many a Christian 
descends into a condition of spiritual palsy, or reaches a point where God allows 
him (or her) to have a tremendous fall…We may be sure that many fall in private 
long before they fall in public. 

We are also called to still make sacrifices. This is not in the same way that the Old 
Testament priests would offer sacrifices but according to Hebrews 13 we are to offer 
spiritual sacrifices. These sacrifices are praise and thanksgiving.  
Believers also serve in a prophetic role. John Calvin believed that the priesthood of 
believers meant that we extend Christ’s role of Prophet, Priest, and King to the world. 
We should prophetically claim the excellencies of Christ to the nations.  
1 Timothy 2 and 2 Corinthians 5 also outlines our role as agents of reconciliation. We 
are to be a bridge between a lost world and a holy God. We must plead with folks to be 
reconciled to God. As we have direct access to God we use this privilege not for our 
own good but to be used by God to draw more into a relationship with God.  
Conclusion: Was Paul Tripp correct when he encouraged a lay-person to serve as the 
minister God had assigned and equipped? I believe so. As Luther said, “this word priest 
should become as common as the word Christian because all Christians are priests.” 
The plowboy and the milkmaid are just as much priests before God as the one who gets 
his living as a minister. This is not to neglect the role of pastors, but it is to encourage 
every believe to fulfill our calling as priests.  
If you are a believer you are called to be an agent of reconciliation. You do not need to 
be clergy in order to fulfill God’s calling in your life and to be a minister of the Word of 
God.  
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