
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Made for Something 
More, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
God’s otherworldly love has drawn rebel sinners into a relationship with Himself as His 
children. This means we receive all of the benefits of being adopted. This includes 
having confidence before Him on judgment day.  
Introduction: You’ve likely heard painful stories of children who grew up bouncing 
around the foster care system. I once heard a woman tell her story of feeling like she 
finally was adapting to a family and getting settled in, only to find that she was being 
moved again. It’s painful for them to see a healthy family modeled but still be on the 
outside looking in. This is why adoption stories out of foster situations are so powerful; 
the children finally have a permanent home.  
It’s easy for us to transfer our understanding of these things into our relationship with 
God as his children. But there’s a bit of a ripple in the story that we often don’t consider. 
Jerry Bridges shares a fitting illustration when he says: 

Perhaps a better analogy at this point is that of a condemned rebel who has tried 
to assassinate the king and overthrow his government…so here we sit on death 
row, condemned as rebels, awaiting our execution. But instead of the death we 
deserve, we are made sons and daughters of the very King we have rebelled 
against.  

That’s the marvel of the gospel that rebel sinners would be made sons of God. In 1 
John 2:28-3:3 the beloved disciple has all of humanity before the throne of God. One 
group will have confidence and the other group will be ashamed. Your experience of 
that day is determined by your sonship.  

1. The righteous will have confidence 
“You are the spitting image of your father”. I don’t know how many times I heard that 
growing up. But I couldn’t deny it. I looked like my dad, often talked like my dad, and 
even picked up some of his mannerisms. We often reflect our family of origin.  
In the same way those who are born of the righteous God will produce righteousness. 
Verse 29 tells us that the righteous will have confidence before God on that day 
because they will have lived lives that evidenced their relationship with God.  
If you want to know whether or not something is an apple seed, then plant it. If it grows 
up to be an apple tree, then it was an apple seed. If it grows up to be an orange tree, 
then it wasn’t an apple seed. Seeds produce like fruit. In the same way those born of 
God will produce righteousness. And when this righteousness is found in our lives we 
have confidence of our adoption as his children. God’s children produce that which God 
requires. It’s the nature of being the child of a good Father. 
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2. The reason for confidence 
John, the beloved disciple, spells out in 3:1-2 the ground for our confidence. This is the 
reason why God has acted on our behalf. In verse 1 he is stretching for words and lands 
on, “what manner of love is this…” This is John saying, “this love that God has for his 
children is out of this world. It’s not a love that we really can grasp with earthly 
constructs”.  
What has John blown away is that we would be called children of God. It’s one thing to 
be called the creation of God. That’s amazing in itself. But fire ants and honey badgers 
can claim that. Only Christians can claim that God is our father. And 3:2 tells us that we 
will one day be just like the Lord. Beholding is becoming.  
Whenever Michael Jordan would drive the lane and make a spectacular play he would 
stick out his tongue. Several little boys would do the same thing as they wanted to “be 
like Mike”. But do you know where Jordan got this? He got this from watching his father 
work on cars. He became like who he admired. And every boy sticking out his tongue to 
make a shot was doing the same. It’s the same way with Jesus. The more we look at 
Jesus, the more we behold Him, the more we see Him as He really is, then the more we 
will become like Him. And this is why we will have confidence before God.  

3. The result of this confidence  
I think Yogi Berra was somewhat correct when he said that 90% of baseball is half 
mental. If you pitch with confidence you will pitch better. Likewise, if you walk to the 
plate assuming you will strike out, you probably will. Following Christ is the same way. 
Whenever we have confidence of our right standing with him we are freed up to pursue 
looking more like Jesus. This is what 1 John 3:3 affirms. Our purity grows as our 
confidence in Jesus grows. And the more our purity grows the more our confidence 
grows. It’s a wonderful cycle.  
Conclusion:  
When I was in high school there was a concert that I really wanted to attend. The 
problem was that I didn’t have the credentials to get into the party. But a family member 
did. When I arrived and was told by the guy at the door that I couldn’t get in, I called my 
family member. When he showed up all he had to say was, “He’s with me.” I 
immediately gained entrance.  
The same is true in our relationship with Christ. We have no righteousness of our own. 
But because of God’s love in sending His Son and because of the Son’s sacrifice on our 
behalf we are now full-fledged members of the family. By this we gain entrance into all 
of the benefits of being God’s children. This gives us confidence now and later. But if 
you do not have a relationship with Christ you do not have this access. It only comes 
through Jesus.  
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