
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Made for Something 
More, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Our culture is both man-centered and humanity destroying. We affirm humanism while 
at the same time denying the unique place of humanity in the world. But Scripture both 
affirms creation and humanities role within it. All creation has value but humans have 
special value. Denying either of these has consequences.  
 
Introduction: In 2005 the London Zoo had a rather unusual exhibit. Five woman and 
three men, wearing bathing suits and fig leaves, played in an exhibit before onlookers. 
The zoo put up a sign that said, “Warning: Humans in their Natural Environment”. The 
zoo was attempting to make the point that homo sapiens are no different than any other 
primates. As one of the participants told the Associated Press, “A lot of people think 
humans are above other animals. When they see humans as animals, here, it kind of 
reminds us that we’re not that special.”  
The Bible adamantly disagrees. Humans are uniquely created in God’s image. As such 
we hold a special position within creation. Jesus affirms this truth in Matthew 6:25-34. In 
doing so he also shows a few results which spring from adopting the nihilistic view of 
the London Zoo.  

1. All creation has value to God  
Jesus uses a similar argument in Matthew 10:29-31 as he does in Matthew 6:25-34. 
There he again argues from lesser to greater. In both places he affirms God’s 
providential love and care over all of creation. The major point in these passages is to 
affirm God’s concern for humans, but his point would make little sense if God doesn’t 
also care about all of creation. If a bird falls to the ground, God cares. He feeds hungry 
birds and he clothes common flowers.  
One does not have to be beholden to a liberal agenda to say that creation care matters. 
If we do not affirm the value of all Creation we are contributing to a poor theology of 
man and his relationship to the earth. If we do not properly teach on the value of 
creation we will lose our voice when we speak against wrongly treating the most 
vulnerable human members of creation.  

2. Humans have special value to God 
If humans are “not that special” as the London Zoo would have us to believe, then 
Jesus’ argument doesn’t make much sense. You cannot make a lesser to greater 
argument if one of the subjects is not greater. But Scripture proclaims that humanity has 
special value to. Psalm 8 and Hebrews 1 make similar arguments. We are the pinnacle 
of God’s creation.  
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Humans are created in the image of God. As such we have a greater role in spreading 
the glory of God throughout the world. Yes, birds and flowers testify to the greatness of 
God. But only humans are created in his image. Jesus did not come to die for angels or 
for animals. Though all of creation is impacted by rebellion and redemption—the 
ultimate aim is the rescue of humanity.  
Perhaps it is too difficult to argue with Dr. Suess when he said, “A person’s a person no 
matter how small”. Those who deny the biblical teaching on the sanctity of life are now 
turning to flattening the distinction between humans and other created beings. It is 
strange, though, that some will argue we should go to great lengths to protect a baby 
seal (which isn’t necessarily wrong) but will discard a human fetus because “it’s not 
really a person”. 

3. Denying our role before our Creator has dire consequences 
In this particular text Jesus argues from lesser to greater in order to tell his audience to 
stop worrying about God’s care for them. But this is what happens when we deny God’s 
providential care for all of Creation and specifically his care for humanity. If we are just a 
complex formation of molecules then this idea will have consequences. One of these 
consequences will be cutting the legs out from under a robust theology which fights 
against worry and anxiety. Believing in a God who loves His creation and cares for His 
creation has great help with anxiety.  
Furthermore, if we do not believe that humans have a unique role and purpose in life we 
will not pursue Jesus’ higher calling of seeking first the kingdom of God. This will have 
the consequence not only of anxiety but of missing out on the kingdom. And that is an 
eternal consequence.  
Conclusion:  
A professor once shared the family history of a baby and posed it as a medical situation. 
The father had syphilis, the mother had TB. Of their four children already born, one was 
blind, the second had died, the third was deaf, and the most recently born had TB. The 
mother is pregnant again. Should she have an abortion?  
When the class voted that it would be loving to terminate the pregnancy the professor 
responded with, “Congratulations, you’ve just took the life of Beethoven!”  
This is actually a terrible argument for the sanctity of life. The value in that child is not 
that he would grow up to be Beethoven. The value in that child is that he is a human 
created in the image of God. When we make arguments like this we hurt the cause of 
the unborn. Instead let us proclaim with the Bible, and against the London Zoo, that all 
of creation has value—and humans have greater value. All of them. A person’s a 
person no matter who he/she turns out to be.  
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