
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Jesus Changes 
Everything, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Jesus cares and meets the needs in our lives. 
 
Introduction: I’m a graduate of Mid-America Seminary in Memphis, Tennessee.  At the 
beginning of each school year they have Founders’ Days, which is a series of worship 
services to start the year on a high spiritual plane.  One of the highlights of Founders’ 
Days is when the seminary’s founding president, Dr. Gray Allison, tells the story of how 
the seminary began.  If I’ve heard him say it once, I’ve heard him say it a dozen times: 
“We didn’t have any buildings.  We didn’t have any land.   We didn’t have any money.  
We didn’t have any promise of any money.  But we did have the firm conviction that 
God wanted the school – and I submit to you that’s enough.”  He then goes on to tell 
how God faithfully provided for the school’s needs at each stage of development. 
We have to be balanced when we talk about trusting God.  On the one hand, God 
expects us to be good stewards of what He has entrusted to us, so we should use our 
resources wisely.  On the other hand, sometimes God expects us to obey Him first and 
trust Him to take care of the details.  This was the case when Jesus commanded His 
disciples to give food to a huge crowd of people.  He already knew what He planned to 
do, but He wanted to test the faith of His disciples (John 6:6).  This is the only one of 
Jesus’ miracles, other than His resurrection, that is recorded in all four Gospels. 
 

I. The unfortunate circumstances. 
 
A. Jesus had taken His disciples to a secluded place for some rest (v. 31). 

1. They had been busy the last few days. 
a. Jesus had sent them out into various villages to preach (vv. 8-13). 
b. Their activity caught the attention of Herod Antipas, and he thought 

John the Baptist had returned from the dead (vv. 14-16).  
2. We are commanded to work (2 Thess. 3:10), but we also need time to 

rest.  As Vance Havner used to say, “We’d better ‘come apart’, or we’ll 
come apart!” 

B. People saw Jesus depart, so they followed Him. 
1. When Jesus arrived at His destination, a large crowd met Him. 

a. Jesus noticed that the people were “as sheep not having a 
shepherd”.   

b. Jesus “began to teach them many things”. 
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2. Do we have genuine compassion for people in need? 
a. Needs don’t usually arise at convenient times.  Pastors often have 

to interrupt their days off because of an emergency in the church. 
b. We should not let people take advantage of us, but we should be 

compassionate toward people with real needs. 
 

II. The unbelievable command. 
 
A. “When the day was now far spent”, Jesus’ disciples came to Him and 

suggested that He send everyone away.   
1. Evidently it was past suppertime, and the people needed food. 

a. They were far away from any place that sold food. 
b. The disciples didn’t have enough food for such a large crowd. 

2. To their surprise, Jesus told His disciples to feed them. 
a. “Two hundred pennyworth” – That is, two hundred denarii.  One 

denarius was a day’s wage, so two hundred denarii would have 
been close to a year’s pay. 

b. They only had five loaves and two fish, and these didn’t even 
belong to Jesus’ disciples (John 6:8-9).  

B. Do we trust Jesus enough to obey Him even when it doesn’t make sense? 
1. Do we believe He’ll provide for our needs?  (Matthew 6:35-34). 
2. Do we believe He’ll answer prayer?  (Matt. 7:7-11). 
3. Do we believe He’ll bless us when we give?  (Luke 6:38) 
4. Do we believe He’ll give us strength and guidance during times of 

persecution?  (Luke 12:11-12) 
 

III. The unlikely consequence. 
 
A. Jesus took the food and blessed it. 

1. He gave it to His disciples, who distributed it to the crowd. 
a. Not only did they have enough to feed the entire crowd, but they 

had twelve baskets of food left over. 
b. There were five thousand men, and according to Matthew, there 

were also women and children (Matt. 14:21). 
2. Some have argued that Jesus did not really do a miracle. 

a. One popular theory holds that the people were secretly carrying 
food.  When the boy offered to share his food (John 6:8-9), they 
were shamed into sharing theirs. 

b. This theory does not adequately explain why the people wanted to 
make Jesus their king (John 6:15).  However, if Jesus performed a 
miracle, such a desire would make perfect sense.   

B. When we trust Jesus and obey Him, He can make great things happen. 
1. He can turn little into much. 
2. He can go above and beyond what we need (Luke 6:38). 
3. He can use us to do great works for His kingdom. 

  
Conclusion: When my wife and I first married, we made a commitment to tithe.  I was 
between pastorates at the time, and money was very tight.  Nevertheless, I believed 
God’s promise in Malachi 3:10 about how God blesses those who tithe.  One Sunday 
our bank balance was really low.  We had just enough money to pay our tithe, but we 
didn’t have much left after that.  I was faced with a moral dilemma.  Should I hold off on 
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our tithe until our finances were more stable, or should I trust God and give it anyway?  I 
decided to do the latter.  The very next day our septic tank backed up!  Needless to say, 
that really put my faith to the test.  I had tithed with the expectation that God would bless 
me, but instead I was faced with an expensive repair.   
I’m not saying things will always go smoothly if you obey God.  Many times they do not.  
Sometimes you will experience further trials that will make you question God’s promises 
(I certainly did!).  Yet in spite of everything that happened to us in those days, God 
managed to provide for our needs.  We have a big God, and He promises to bless those 
who obey Him.  When things don’t go as you expected, just trust God anyway, and 
show that trust by obeying Him.  He may not bless you immediately, but He will bless 
you, and He will remind you that His promises are indeed true. 
 

Ken Jones is the senior pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He 
holds a B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from 
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an 
associate professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
 


