
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Jesus Changes 
Everything, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Obeying Jesus’ teachings leads to fruitful living. 
 
Introduction:  My grandfather was an old-fashioned dirt farmer.  He owned a car and a 
television and other modern conveniences, but for some reason he did not like tractors.  
Until the day he died, he did all of his plowing and other farm work with mules.  After 
Grandpa died, Grandma rented out the fields to other farmers.  They did use tractors, 
and one small patch of ground near the road was too small for them to plow, so it lay 
fallow for many years.  When I was about thirteen years old, Grandma decided she 
wanted to use that patch for a garden, so my parents and I helped her plow and plant it.  
In the process, we had to remove some big slabs of rock that were immediately under 
the soil.  I asked Grandma why there were so many rocks in this small patch, and she 
explained that Grandpa had spread lime on it just before his death.  Since that patch 
hadn’t been used for many years, the lime had hardened into stone.  Those rocks had 
to be removed if we wanted any crops to grow there. 
Any farmer can tell you that the quality of the crops depends heavily on the quality of 
the soil.  Jesus told a parable about different kinds of soil, and He used it to illustrate the 
different ways in which people respond to the Word of God.  This parable also shows us 
how we must receive God’s Word if we are to be productive in His service.     
     

I. A definite commitment. 
 
A. “Some fell by the wayside” – This likely refers to hardened paths at 

intervals throughout the field, on which the sower walked. 
1. Since the sower cast seed by hand, it was inevitable that some of it 

would fall on the paths. 
a. Since the ground was fallow, the seed lay on top of the soil. 
b. Before long, birds came and took it away. 

2. Jesus explained that this soil illustrates people whose hearts have 
been hardened toward the Word. 
a. God’s Word makes absolutely no impression on them. 
b. Satan soon distracts them with other things, and they forget all 

about what they’ve heard.   
B. What causes people’s hearts to be hardened? 

1. Many times they fail to act on what they have heard (James 1:23-24). 
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2. Stubborn unbelief (Mark 3:22-30; Hebrews 4:7-19). 
3. Sometimes God hardens people’s hearts (Exodus 4:21). 

a. He hardens hearts as a judgment (Romans 1:21-32). 
b. Sometimes His most severe judgment is simply to give people what 

they want (Jeremiah 2:26-28). 
c. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart so He would be glorified in Egypt 

(Exodus 7:3-5; 9:20; 10:7; 12:35-36). 
 

II. A decisive commitment. 
 
A. “Some fell on stony ground” 

1. In some fields, slabs of limestone lay underneath the soil. 
a. The shallowness of the soil often caused seed to sprout quickly. 
b. Because the sprouts had no roots, they would soon wither and die. 

2. Jesus said this kind of soil represents people who receive God’s word 
in a superficial way (vv. 16-17). 
a. They “receive it with gladness”; that is, they’re quick to respond and 

they seem excited about it at first. 
b. When afflictions, persecutions, or other hardships arise, they shrivel 

and disappear just like the sprouts with no roots.   
c. This does not mean they lost their salvation.  The never had it in 

the first place (1 John 2:19). 
B. We must respond to Christ with a genuine, heartfelt commitment. 

1. Intellectual acceptance is not enough (James 2:19). 
2. We must accept Him as Savior and as Lord. 

a. The Bible makes no distinction between Jesus the Savior and 
Jesus the Lord. 

b. True faith results in good works (Eph. 2:8-10; James 2:14-26). 
 

III. A dedicated commitment. 
 
A. “Some fell among thorns” 

1. Any farmer or gardener understands the danger of weeds. 
a. They eat up the nutrients in the soil. 
b. They choke the growth of good plants.   

2. Jesus said this represents people with divided loyalties. 
a. “Cares of this world” – This includes everyday stresses such as 

making a living, paying bills, etc.  Such things are necessary, but 
our commitment to Christ must come first. 

b. “The deceitfulness of riches” – Many Christians today seem to have 
accepted the myth that money can buy happiness.   
• The story goes that John D. Rockefeller was once asked how 

much money is enough.  He replied, “One more penny!”     
c. “The lusts of other things” – These are the people who, in the words 

of Adrian Rogers, “spend money they don’t have on things they 
don’t need to impress people they don’t like.” 

B. Our commitment to Christ must be unwavering. 
1. Jesus warned us against divided loyalty (Matt. 6:24). 
2. The apostle John said, “Love not the world” (1 John 2:15). 

a. John was not talking about people, but the temporal aspects of this 
world (money, possessions, etc.). 
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b. No matter how much we accumulate in this world, we will leave 
every bit of it behind when we die. 
• Someone has wisely asked the question, “Have you ever seen a 

hearse followed by a U-Haul van?”  It’s a trite statement, but 
true nonetheless: you can’t take it with you! 

 
Conclusion:  What happens when someone makes a definite, decisive, and dedicated 
commitment to Christ?  Jesus told us: they “bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some 
sixtyfold, and some an hundred”.  That is, your commitment to Christ should result in 
good works.  Good works do not save anyone, but they are the result of a vibrant 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Not all followers of Jesus bear the same kind or 
the same quantity of fruit, but all of them are to bear fruit.  It’s true that Christians are not 
perfect, but if your faith in Christ has not made the slightest difference in how you live, 
then perhaps you should examine yourself and see if you have truly committed your life 
to Christ (Matt. 7:16-20). 
On the other hand, even when you are a genuine follower of Christ, it’s very easy to let 
your priorities get out of order.  If you are not satisfied with the level of spiritual fruit in 
your life, perhaps you should examine yourself and see if you’ve let any “weeds” creep 
in.  The Christian life is very much like a garden: it needs to be “weeded” on a regular 
basis.  Get rid of those things that are hindering your spiritual growth, so that you may 
live a fruitful life for the glory of God.    
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