
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Jesus Changes 
Everything, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Jesus Changes 
Everything” 
Introduction: There is a practice in journalism called, “He said; she said”. It used to be 
journalism’s guiding principle. It goes like this. As a journalist, your job is to get both 
sides of the story and present them accurately and fairly. You report what one side said. 
You report what the other side said. You don’t draw conclusions. You leave that to your 
readers. The primary reason for this is that coming to conclusions can get you into 
trouble – angry readers, lawsuits, critics, job loss. And who’s to say which position is 
right anyway? Who has that kind of authority or that kind of understanding? Leave it to 
others to have their opinions and decide for themselves. Agree to disagree. 
 Jesus never took a journalism course, and He never failed to come to a 
conclusion about what was right or wrong in any situation or to communicate His views 
to all those around Him. He didn’t “agree to disagree” or just present the facts and let 
the people come to their own conclusion.  
 Jesus used a message on the side of a mountain to correct the current prevailing 
opinion in several categories and make it right. This correction included the subject of 
marriage. 

1. Society says leave; Jesus says stay (Matt. 5:31-32).  
 

No one needs to quote statistics to prove that marriage is in jeopardy. Divorce 
has become inexpensive, easy, accepted – even expected – in many cases. The 
two of them fight, and her friends lovingly advise her that she doesn’t need to 
take that kind of treatment from anyone. Just leave. They all say they would. She 
works too much and is rarely at home. When she is home, she is emotionally 
distant. They haven’t touched each other in what seems like months. There’s a 
woman at work that makes him feel like he’s the only man in the world. Leave. 
Everyone would understand. It would be foolish to stay in a relationship where 
your needs are not being met. No one would expect you to stay; no one except 
Jesus. 
 Jesus said that, other than death, there is only one thing that is allowed to 
end a marriage. That’s if one of the partners has a sexual relationship with 
someone other than their spouse. This is not a popular stance, but it is what 
Jesus clearly said. But even in that terrible circumstance of infidelity, God’s great 
desire is that the marriage not only survive but thrive because the people in it 
forgive each other and find healing (Matt. 18:21-22). Marriage is designed to be a 
picture of the relationship between Jesus and us (Eph. 5:25). Think about all the 
times that you have been unfaithful to Jesus and have not lived up His 
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expectations. Would you understand if Jesus left you? Are you glad that He 
hasn’t? 

 
2. Society says lust; Jesus says love (Matt. 5:27-30).  

 
We live in a sex-saturated world. Sex is used to sell everything from shampoo to 
hamburgers. You don’t have to go looking for it. It comes looking for you on 
billboards, the internet, music and advertisements in the mall. It’s hard to ignore. 
It’s hard not to be influenced. Don’t get me wrong; God’s not against sex. He 
created it. But He is against a society that has become obsessed with it and that 
objectifies people in order to be able to get a thrill or make a buck.  

Lust is a problem for marriage. Too many couples start dating and get 
married with their primary motivation being physical attraction. When the 
pressures of marriage set in, they don’t have the depth of relationship to see 
them through. And then during marriage, lust creates the illusion that what you 
have is not as good as what could be. Instead of fertilizing the grass on your side 
of the fence, you are drawn to the neighbor’s green grass. 

Jesus tells us to run from lust doing whatever it takes to not get trapped by 
it (v. 29-30) but instead to pursue love (2 Tim. 2:22). It makes sense. Lust is 
temporary; love is forever. Lust is selfish; love is sacrificial. Lust is based on 
limited knowledge; love is based on deep understanding. In the end, the primary 
reason that we should pursue love is because love makes us like God (1 Jn. 4:8). 
And as the song says, “Love will keep us together” (Captain & Tennille). 

 
3. Society says take your stand; Jesus says give your self (Matt. 5:38-42).  

 
Nobody said that marriage was going to be easy. Any time that you try to mold 
two individuals with their own ideas, dreams and way of doing life into one, there 
are going to be struggles. My will and my wife’s will are going to come into 
conflict with each other. I have rights; she has rights. So what am I supposed to 
do when the exercise of her rights offends me and prevents me from getting my 
way? Walk out? Give her a taste of her own medicine – “eye for an eye” (v. 38)? 
That seems to be the prevailing opinion. Marriage is a 50/50 proposition isn’t it? 
If I don’t stand up for my rights and require her to do her fair share, then she’s 
going to take advantage of that and walk all over me! Or so I’ve been told. 
  Imagine the words of Jesus being used to counsel the young couple just 
starting out right after she has presented the final rose to him on Bachelorette: 
“Whatever he asks of you even when it seems outrageous or unreasonable, give 
it to him (v. 42). In fact, give him more than he asks for before he asks for it (v. 
40-41). And when she hurts you, remain vulnerable. Don’t close yourself off to 
her emotionally thinking that you can protect yourself from ever getting hurt again 
(v. 39).” Marriage is about giving not getting. It’s about being willing to lay down 
your life to protect the other person physically, emotionally, spiritually and 
financially. It’s wanting the best for them instead of wanting the best for yourself 
and then finding joy in seeing the one you love reaching the highest potential that 
they have (Eph. 5:26-27). The interesting reality is that it is not looking out for 
yourself that produces the best possible life for you. It is giving of yourself that 
accomplishes real joy (Eph. 5:28; Matt. 10:39).  

 
4. Society says lie; Jesus says promise (Matt. 5:33-37). 

 
“For richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health…till death do us part.” That’s the 
way the vows used to read. Even if those exact words didn’t come out of the 
mouths of the couple who stood before the officiate of the ceremony, the 
insinuation was that they planned to stay together…at least for a while, and that 
they were making that commitment to one another. Marriage in itself is a 
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statement of intent. But somewhere in the back of their minds or maybe even on 
paper (i.e. prenuptial agreement), they have made plans in case things don’t 
work out. And someone out in the audience is giving odds to what they think the 
chances are for this relationship to last more than a year. It’s hard to blame them. 
They exist in a culture where truth-telling and commitment-keeping are rare. 
 So Jesus calls His children to be different in all facets of their lives, which 
includes our marriages. He calls us to be so truthful that we don’t even have to 
take a vow before someone believes us. Someone may ask, “How can I make a 
commitment like that when I don’t know what marriage is going to bring? Yes, I 
commit to them now, but I might not love them tomorrow. They might have an 
accident that paralyzes them. What if they get fat?” David asks a thought 
provoking question: “Lord, who gets to live in your presence?” In answer to his 
own question, David lists several characteristics. Two of them have to do with 
truthfulness – the person who speaks the truth in his heart and not just with his 
mouth (Ps. 15:2) and the person who keeps his promises even when doing so 
costs more than he anticipated (Ps. 15:4). Marriage rests just as much on trust 
as it does on love. Can I trust you to be home when you say you’re going to be 
home? Can I trust you to reserve your heart only for me even when you have 
other options? Can I trust you to use our finances in a way that benefits the 
whole family rather than on something that just benefits you? Being a truth-teller 
makes you like Jesus (Jn. 14:6). Being a liar makes you like the Enemy (Jn. 
8:44). 

Conclusion: He said. She said. That’s the way arguments often go. Because there is 
no one there to mediate between the two of them and be the authority for who is right 
and who is wrong, the argument is often never resolved and just ends up producing 
anger and hurt. But what if, in the area of marriage (not to mention the rest of life) we 
chose to live according the standards that Jesus set for us? What if we actually chose to 
listen to what God says? It would amaze us and society what would happen to the 
divorce rate and it would overwhelm us the amount of joy that our own marriages would 
finally produce. 
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