
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of “Jesus Changes 
Everything,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: A Mother’s Day card: "I was going to buy a card with hearts of pink & red. 
But then I thought I'd rather spend the money on me instead. It's awfully hard to buy 
things when one's allowance is so small. So I guess you're pretty lucky I got you 
anything at all. Happy Mother's Day. There, I’ve said it. Now I'm done. So how about 
getting out of bed & fixing breakfast for your son." 
 Mothers have always been great providers, so much so that it often gets to be 
expected. But even mothers have times that they need someone to provide for them. 
Jesus encountered just such a mother, and the encounter resulted in her greatest needs 
being provided for. 
 

1. The situation was divided. (vs. 11-12)  
A. One crowd was following life. (vs. 11) - Jesus, just by speaking the word, had 

performed a miracle for the dying servant of a Roman centurion. A miracle 
like this was a cause for rejoicing and excitement. The crowd wanted to be 
around Jesus. They wanted to see what was going to happen next. It seemed 
that everywhere that Jesus went, nothing ever stayed the same. He brought 
joy and life because He was life (Jn. 14:6). They were praising God and 
singing, and everyone was trying to get close to Jesus so that they could hear 
what He had to say. They were noisy and boisterous, but suddenly their noise 
stopped as they came upon another crowd. 

 
B. One crowd was following death. (vs. 12) - This crowd was very different from 

the first crowd. For one, they were led by a coffin, the symbol of death, rather 
than being led by Jesus, the source of life. They too were loud, but their noise 
came from the volume of their weeping and wailing, not from singing and 
laughter. And in this crowd, all hope was gone. 
     The text tells us enough about the family that led this procession of death 
to enable us to feel some of the pain that they felt. She was a widow. Her 
family was from the city of Nain meaning “pleasant or delightful”. The city 
name adds a little bit of irony to the story. Everything that was pleasant in this 
mother’s life had been taken from her. Her delight was gone. She was leaving 
the place of delight, and as far as she knew, though she would still live in 
Nain, it would never be delightful for her again. For the last thing that we are 
told about her is that she was on her way to bury her son – her only son. Her 
joy and delight was gone. She was a part of the crowd that was following 
death. 

The situation on that day is the same situation that we have on this day. 
There are still two crowds. One is following death, and one is following life. If 
you are not following the crowd that is with Jesus, then you are following that 
crowd that is taking you to death and destruction. 

Sermon Series:  Jesus Changes Everything 
To be used with:  Jesus Provides 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Don’t Cry  
Scripture: Luke 7:11-15 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

2. The action was authoritative. (vs. 13-15)  
 
Jesus always bridges the gap between life and death. 
 
A.   Jesus’ action was motivated by compassion. (vs. 13) - When Jesus 

encountered this broken-hearted mother, the Bible says that His heart went 
out to her. His heart broke because her heart was broken. Jesus, feeling her 
pain, went to that broken-hearted widow. Then, with all the gentle, 
compassionate authority of God himself, He gave a command. He said, “Don’t 
cry.” Jesus did not tell her to quit crying because it was wrong to cry. Jesus 
himself cried at the funeral of his friend, Lazarus. But the tears that she was 
crying on that day were the tears of hopelessness. And Jesus wanted her to 
see that when He is involved in the process, there is always hope. 
      The day will come when Jesus will wipe every tear from our eyes, and we 
will never cry tears of sorrow again. But until that time, it is okay to cry. Crying 
helps us to heal. Many of you mothers have spent a great deal of time crying 
over your children. The tears that you thought you cried in secret – the ones 
that no one else knew about – the Father saw them. And He kept a record of 
them (Ps. 56:8). Just because you go through suffering, never entertain the 
idea that God does not see or care. God does see, and He does care (Heb. 
4:15). 
  

B. Jesus’ action was preceded by stillness. (vs. 14a) - Once Jesus had interacted 
with that mother, he then moved his attention to her son in the coffin. When 
Jesus touched the coffin to signify that he wanted it to stop, the men had no 
reason to respond to his demands. The mother was the only authority on that 
day that they had any reason to respond to. But everything that Jesus did, 
even touching a coffin, He did with authority, and people responded. They 
stood still. 

  No matter how much you try, you cannot raise dead things back to life. 
Your only recourse is to fall on your face before God, still your heart before 
Him, and remember that He is God. It is much easier to worry than it is to pray. 
It is much easier to be a mother hen over your children than it is to be still 
before God. Remember that God is present there in the middle of the situation. 
He is the fortress that can protect your heart and that can protect your children 
(Ps. 46:11). Be still before God (Ps. 46:10). Cease your worthless worrying 
and your vain activity. 

   
C. Jesus’ action was accomplished through obedience. (vs. 14b-15) -  Jesus’ 

first command was to a mother who hadn’t been able to stop crying for days. 
He told her, “Don’t cry”, and she stopped crying. The second command was 
to the pallbearers. He told them, “Be still”, and they stood still. But this third 
command was the true test of His authority. For this third command was to a 
dead man. To this dead man, Jesus commanded, “Get up!”  

When Jesus commands, even death sits up and takes notice! Only Jesus 
has the authority to command death and see it obey (1 Cor. 15:54-55). A boy 
who was on his way to be buried sat up at the Master’s command and was re-
united with his mother.  

All of us want miracles to happen. We want to see God provision in our 
families, at our job, in our finances, in our neighborhoods and in our churches.  
God wanted to show her that He was the one who was in control. You are not 
the one who is in control. Not until you realize that and turn over control of 
your children to God will God be able to do a miracle in their lives and provide 
for their greatest needs. Not until you obey His commands and yield to His 
authority will He be able to show His power in your behalf. 
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Conclusion: Jesus met a desperate need that day. He turned a funeral into a 
celebration. But it wasn’t just a celebration of this young man and his reunion with his 
mother but also a celebration of the One who can bring life to any situation by providing 
exactly what is needed to meet needs. He can do that in the life of anyone who is willing 
to submit to His authority and do exactly what He says. 
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