
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Jesus Changes 
Everything, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: Did you ever wonder why Jesus called His original disciples? Did you 
ever wonder why He called you? It might not be for the reason you think. A lady joined 
her Navy husband on his tour of duty in Japan. To supplement their income, she got a 
job as a secretary for the commanding officer at the base. She was certain it was her 
office skills that had gotten her the position. A few weeks later, her boss called her into 
his office and told her she was much too quiet. He said, “The reason I hired you was 
your Texas accent. I’m homesick for someone who can talk right.” 
 We were not called because of what we had to offer to God, but because of what 
He wants to do in us and through us. That’s going to require some radical change in us 
for us to be able to reach God’s goal. This truth is applicable to all of us, even a disciple 
named Paul. A call always requires change. 

1. Jesus’ call required Paul to change his thinking. (vs. 9-14) 
 
Have you ever been fully convinced that you were doing the right thing only to 
discover that you were sorely mistaken? Thinking that you were wearing two 
black socks only to discover that one was blue, that you had paid the bill but the 
late notice came anyway, that pink was the right color for the nursery, but the 
doctor said, “It’s a boy!” Who hasn’t been there? Paul knew what that felt like. He 
originally thought that fighting against Jesus by fighting against his followers was 
the very thing that God wanted him to do (v. 9). It took a dramatic encounter 
between Jesus and Paul to convince him that his thinking needed to change. And 
it did...radically. He who once thought that the Way was the most dangerous 
enemy Judaism ever faced now was willing to put his life on the line to see it 
spread. 
 What happened for Paul needs to happen for everyone. In his letter to the 
Romans, Paul challenged them and us to allow God to change our way of 
thinking by having our minds renewed (Rom. 12:2). Humanity doesn’t think the 
way God thinks. Ethics and morals are determined by self-protection and self-
advancement instead of justice and righteousness. Momentary pleasure instead 
of eternal consequence has become the ultimate criteria for an action’s worth. 
What appears to lead to life does in fact lead to death (Rom. 8:5-6). But God has 
given us His Word in order to see our present condition change (Is. 55:7-11). 
There can be no change of actions without a significant change in the way a 
person thinks. The call of Jesus requires us to think differently about ourselves, 
about Him, about our actions and about why we are even here. 
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2. Jesus’ call required Paul to change his purpose. (vs. 15-18) 
 

Prior to his encounter with Jesus, Paul had one purpose in life: follow the Law. 
He was a Pharisee. That’s what they did. It’s what they lived for. And if anyone 
got in the way of that, or if anyone became a threat to the Law’s supremacy, that 
person became the enemy and must be eradicated. It became Paul’s purpose.  
 But Jesus’ call on his life changed that. He gained a new reason for living. 
And what a purpose! He went from being a prideful commander to a humble 
servant (v. 16; Phil. 3:4-6). Instead of torturing those who were witnesses to what 
God had done in their lives, he became one of those witnesses and was willing to 
endure the torture that others gave him (v. 16; 2 Cor. 11:23-27). He was sent to 
open the eyes of people from the darkness that they had been living in to the 
light that was available to them (v. 18). Paul knew what that felt like. When Paul 
originally heard these words, there was a bright light shining in his face…bright 
enough that it blinded him so that three days later, “scales” (Acts 9:18) could fall 
from his eyes and from his heart, enabling him to be able to truly see for the very 
first time. Now, what he had experienced, he was going to be able to do for 
others. He now offered the means for forgiveness (v. 18). Before, he had only 
been able to offer the means of condemnation (2 Cor. 3:9). Now, he could offer 
people a place of their own among the people of God. His purpose had been to 
bring death and destruction. Jesus changed his purpose to one who offered life. 

 
3. Jesus’ call required Paul to change his allegiance. (vs. 19) 

 
Paul was obedient and loyal. These had always characterized him. When Jesus 
changed his way of thinking, Paul came to understand that for his whole life, he 
had been obeying the wrong master. We all have. We were born into a system 
ruled by sin. We didn’t know any better. But the call of Jesus changed all that. 
Now we have a choice: follow Jesus or follow sin. “Neither yield ye your members 
as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace.” (Rom. 6:13-14) Hundreds of years earlier, 
Joshua said it this way: “Choose you this day whom you will serve…” (Josh. 
24:15). 
  The problem with changing allegiance is that former masters tend to not 
want to let go. Paul’s didn’t. Virtually as soon as the Pharisees found out about 
Paul’s change of heart, they tried to kill him (Acts 9:25). They knew what kind of 
a threat Paul would become for the other side. Paul stood before King Agrippa on 
this day because his former masters had trumped up charges against him. Our 
master doesn’t want to let us go either, and there will be a cost that must be paid 
for changing sides. 

 
4. Jesus’ call required Paul to change his activities. (vs. 20-23) 

 
Prior to the change that happened in Paul’s life, his only recorded activities are 
approvingly standing at the stoning of Steven (Acts 7:58; 8:1), and pursuing 
Christians for the purpose of terrorizing them (Acts 9:1-2). The true test of 
whether or not thinking, purpose and allegiance have actually changed is a 
person’s activities. And that’s what Paul communicated. He preached a message 
of repentance – a complete change of everything about you including your 
activities (v. 20). Paul wasn’t just preaching this message. He was living it (Jm. 
1:22). Just as Jesus had called his original disciples to leave behind what they 
were doing –  fishing – to do what He wanted them to do – fishing for men, he 
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had called Paul to do the same. And now he calls us too. It has always been true 
that in order to do one set of activities, it is necessary to leave behind other 
activities (choosing best over good) especially if the first set of activities conflicts 
with the second set. And that will probably mean changing who you associate 
with. Paul was a staunch Jew. To associate with Gentiles was unclean. But 
because of the call of Jesus on his life, he took the Gospel to them even though 
all the voices that had influenced his life had told him to stay away – had told him 
that they were dirty. The voice of Jesus told him that He could make them clean 
just like He had done for Paul. 

Conclusion: Reader’s Digest records the story of a Florida insurance broker named 
Scott. He had one problem. He couldn’t decide if he was an insurance broker or a 
fisherman. So he decided to combine the two activities and take his cell phone with him 
on the boat so that he could keep in contact with clients while fishing.  One morning he 
was drifting about ten miles offshore and discussing business on the phone. Suddenly 
his rod bent double, and the reel screamed as line poured off the spool. Scott was 
master of the situation. "Pardon me," he told his customer calmly. "I have a call on 
another line." That is our constant struggle. Jesus calls us to difficult change at the 
same time that self calls us to comfort. Which call will you answer? 
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