
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study I Am a Priest.  
 
Introduction: The Roman church suffered an identity crisis. Blamed for starting the fire 
in Rome, they were persecuted, abused, scorned, and ridiculed. If you have ever been 
on the receiving end of ridicule and ill-treatment, it hurts. And, what's worse, it gnaws at 
one's self-esteem.  
 
Our self-esteem determines to a great extent the way we act and react to life. For 
example, if you see yourself as a loser you end up to a great extent acting like a loser. If 
you see yourself as a victim, you tend to let people victimize you. If you see yourself as 
uncreative, you never come up with any creative ideas. On the other hand, if you see 
yourself as successful in the past then you tend to be successful in the future.  
 
Peter, in the first chapter, says what God has done for us, giving us a new life and a 
new character. In chapter two, he talks about what God says about us. The key verses 
are nine and ten. Peter knew that our belief about ourselves determines our behavior. 
He mentions five titles or characteristics analogies of what you are if you are a believer 
in Jesus Christ.  
 
As a believer in Jesus Christ: 
 

1. You are accepted (v. 9). 
Peter declared that “you are a chosen race” (v. 9). And Eugene Petersen paraphrases 
“You are the ones chosen by God . . . from nothing to something, from rejected to 
accepted” (1 Peter 2:9-10 The Message).  
 
Most of us spend our entire lives trying to earn acceptance. We seek it from our 
parents, peers, and partners. We find acceptance from the people we respect and the 
people we envy. Our desire to be accepted influences the kind of clothes we wear, the 
kind of car we drive, the kind of house we buy, and even the career we choose. 
 
We are driven by acceptance because we love the feeling of acceptance. We like to 
know that someone has chosen and accepted us. When you are chosen, accepted, it 
raises your self-esteem.   
 
God has picked you; chosen you. He wants you on his team. Even with our disabilities, 
character flaws, shortcomings, insecurities, and immaturity, God accepts us as we are. 
He invites us home. No conditions. No restrictions. He chooses us for his team. We 
don’t have to get cleaned up or stitched up or made up to be accepted by God. He 
accepts us like we are. 
 

2. You are called (v. 9). 
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Peter goes on to say that "You are . . . a royal priesthood" (v. 9). The Message states, 
"You are . . . chosen for the high calling of priestly work" (1 Peter 2:9 The Message). 
Now that may sound a little scary to us. A calling and to being a priest. But Peter is 
saying that each of us has received a divine task with benefits. The two main 
advantages that priests have are now available to everybody who is a believer in Jesus 
Christ.  
 

• You have direct access to God. You have the right to go directly to God. You 
don't have to pray through anyone else. You don't have to confess our sins to 
somebody else. You don't have to experience God through someone else. You 
can go directly to God.  

 
• You have a responsibility to minister to the needs of other people. Every 

Christian is a minister. Not a pastor, but a minister. God says that you and I have 
been called and gifted for ministry to serve other people. We are “God’s 
instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-and-
day difference he made for us” (1 Peter 2:9 The Message).   

 
The Latin word for priest means bridge. The priest is a bridge builder between God and 
man. We are to build bridges to God. We point the way to people. We say to people, 
“Watch me. I’ll show you how to find God.”  
 
That’s what Jesus did. Now, we as a royal priesthood carry on the work of Jesus in the 
world today. Can you imagine the feelings of esteem when one realizes that God has 
entrusted his work to us? 
 
You are called, therefore, live to the fullest the responsibility God has given you. God 
has given each believer a distinct role to play. We are to use our personality, our 
talents, our gifts, our resources to build a bridge so people can walk over to meet God.  
 

3. You are special (v. 9). 
Peter says, “You are . . . a holy nation” (v. 9). The word holy means distinct, separate, 
different. As believers, we are set apart from the rest of the world. There is a 
distinctiveness about our lives that is reflected by the difference in the way we think, act, 
love, and talk. Our holiness comes not so much because of what we do, but because of 
whose we are. We have a Heavenly Father who is holy; therefore, we are to be holy.  
 
When we come to Christ, we bear his name; we are citizens of his kingdom. That 
makes us unique. 
 

4. You are valuable (v. 9). 
Peter says “You are . . . people for his possession" (v. 9). Think about the feelings that 
come with belonging, whether it's belonging to a club, a group of friends, a team, a 
nation, or better still, to God. The fact that we belong to God gives us incredible value 
and worth. 
 
How much do you think you are worth? I am not talking about net worth, but self-worth. 
We should never confuse valuables with value as a person. To answer the question, 
how much do you think you are worth; we need to ask another question, what 
determines value?  
 
Two facts establish value in life. 
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• Value depends on what someone is willing to pay for something. A house, a car, 
a boat, a piece of property, a work of art, a baseball card is only worth whatever 
someone is willing to pay for them.  

 
• Value depends on who has owned an item in the past. The auctions of famous 

people’s possessions reveal that value is enhanced by previous ownership. 
 
Based on these two criteria, what's your value? The Scripture says, "You were bought 
at a price; do not become slaves of people" (1 Cor. 7:23). Christ purchased you and 
paid for you with his life. God exchanged his own Son for you. The cross proves your 
value.  
 

5. You are forgiven (v. 10).  
Peter continued, “you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (v. 
10). Mercy implies compassion that abstains from punishing even when justice 
demands it. Instead of punishment, you're forgiven. There are no three words that 
communicate self-worth more than: "You're forgiven." It has been said: "God doesn't rub 
your sins in, he rubs them out." God doesn't rehearse your sin like we do, he releases it. 
 
When we come to Christ, our sins are wiped out. We will not be held accountable for 
them. They are forgotten. Gone. Erased. Treated as though they never existed. 
 
 
Conclusion: God is the authority on our lives. When the authority tells us something, 
we can count on it. God is our Creator. He gives us the correct information. He is the 
one we should be listening to about who we are. 
 
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor, serving in Greenville, SC. You can follow his blog at 
www.rickezell.com.  


