
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study I Am a Child of 
the King.   
 
Introduction: I grew up in a small town where everyone knew everyone else. Since my 
Father had been a banker and later store owner he knew a lot of people and a lot of 
people knew him. Wherever I would go someone always seemed to know him. I couldn’t 
seem to escape the scope of his influence. I cannot begin to tell you the number of 
times that I would introduce myself and people would respond, “Oh, you’re Hollis’ boy.”  
 
Sometimes this would infuriate me. The fact that many people knew my Father caused 
me to think twice before I did something stupid. While it ruffled my feathers on occasion 
that so many people knew my Daddy, most often it brought me a sense of security and 
pride. I felt that I was somebody. I was important. I was valued. 
 
Paul's letter to the Galatians reminds us of our value before our Heavenly Father. Paul 
shares a radical message that acceptance with God comes by faith alone by what 
Christ did on the cross. Because of what he did, we have some incredible benefits. 
 

1.  We have a new position (vv. 4-5). 
Paul described who came—God’s Son; when he came—at the appointed time; how he 
came—born of a woman (that is, in human form); and why he came—to redeem those 
under the law.  
 
John Stott explains: “If he had not been man, he could not have redeemed men. If he 
had not been a righteous man, he could not have redeemed unrighteous men. And if he 
had not been God's Son, he could not have redeemed men for God or made them the 
sons of God.” 
 
The word redeem is a picturesque word. It means "to set free by paying the price." In 
Jesus' day, slavery was rampant. Owners purchased people as their possession. 
Occasionally, an owner would set an enslaved person free. Jesus came to set spiritually 
enslaved people free. Therefore, we have a new position. We are no longer slaves. 
 

2.  We have a new relationship (v. 5). 
Jesus did not purchase us to make us slaves but to grant us the position as sons. He 
adopted us. We have a new relationship with God. 
 
An abandoned and homeless teenager involved with the wrong crowd was arrested for 
shoplifting and brought before a judge. Looking down on him, the judge pronounced a 
huge fine which the boy could never pay. But then the judge paused, stepped down, 
and stood beside the kid. "I will pay your debt," he said.  
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That is an example of redemption. But the illustration doesn’t go far enough as it relates 
to God with believers. For it to communicate what God did for us the following must 
occur. The judge must say, "Not only will I pay your debt, but I will take you home. I 
want to adopt you as my son. I want to be your father, invite you into my family, and 
give you a future." 
 
God has accomplished this reality for us by sending his son Jesus to redeem us. 
Redemption is more than having something taken away (sins were forgiven) or having 
something added (a new nature with the assistance of the Holy Spirit); it is becoming 
someone we had never been before.  Redemption is not what we have, but who we are. 
We are sons. We have been adopted.  
 
But there is more. When God adopted me into his family, I was elevated to a position of 
sonship. The New Testament word adoption (v. 5) means “to place as an adult son.” It 
indicates our standing in the family of God. When I came into a relationship with Christ, 
I became an adult son, not a little child.  
 
And so are you, male or female. I’m not trying to be sexist or politically incorrect by 
saying we are sons. In Jewish tradition, all the wealth and rights of the father passed to 
his sons. And until the child reached a certain age he was no better than a slave. Paul 
wrote, “Now I say that as long as the heir is a child, he differs in no way from a slave, 
though he is the owner of everything” (v. 1). When we come to Christ, we are elevated 
to the position of adult sons. 
 
When we come to Christ through faith in Jesus Christ, as far as our condition is 
concerned, we are spiritual babies who need to grow; but as far as our position is 
concerned, we are adult sons who can draw on the Father’s wealth and exercise all the 
incredible privileges of sonship. We immediately become adult children. We do not have 
to wait to receive our inheritance. 
 

3.  We have a new assurance (v. 6). 
When we come to Christ, God sends the Holy Spirit into our hearts to give us new life 
and the assurance that we are God's children. The "still, small voice" of God speaks to 
the soul and whispers, "You are now a child of God." That same Holy Spirit within us 
cries out "Abba, Father." The word "Abba" comes from an Aramaic word that little 
children would use to speak to their fathers. It is an intimate, personal term of endearing 
affection. In English, you might say “Dad” or “Daddy” or “Papa” or “Dear Father.” It’s a 
very tender way of talking to our Heavenly Father. No longer is he some distant God up 
in the sky. Now he is our “Heavenly Daddy.” 
 
If we know Jesus as Savior, God is now our Heavenly Father, and we can come to him 
in prayer anytime, anywhere, for any reason, and he will never turn us away. When we 
are in trouble, the world has turned against us, we are discouraged that we feel like 
giving up, or we are confused about what to do next, the Holy Spirit whispers, "Talk to 
your Father in heaven. He's waiting to hear from you." The Spirit within us brings us 
back to our Father again and again and teaches us to say, "Abba, Father." 
 
One of the great privileges of sonship is that we can approach our Heavenly Father like 
a little child, confident of his love, eager to crawl into the refuge of his strong arms. 
 

4.  We have a new future (v. 7). 
We were slaves, now we are sons, and since we are sons, we are also heirs to all that 
God has. An heir is a person who by law is a member of a particular family. If you are 
an heir, you have a legal right to an inheritance. Since we are now members of God's 
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family, we have a right to all that God has promised to his children. In him, we find 
forgiveness, justification, freedom, an abundant life, joy, inner peace, new power, new 
motivation, redemption, and that's just for this life.  
 
If he owns the cattle on a thousand hills, so do we because we are his beloved children. 
That’s in this life. But we also have all that our future in heaven awaits us. All the 
resources of heaven are now at our disposal. Because of our relationship with Christ, 
because we are sons of God, we have an unbelievable future waiting for us. Our 
inheritance is both now and to come. But the best part is yet to come.  
 
We are sons of God, not just a lifetime, but for eternity. One day God will usher us into 
an eternal dwelling place prepared for you and me. 
 
Conclusion: My heart now wells up in pride when someone calls me Hollis' boy. And it 
wells up in gratitude when I realize that I am a child of the King. 
 
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor, serving in Greenville, SC. You can follow his blog at 
www.rickezell.com.  


