
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study I Am 
Wonderfully Made.  
 
Introduction: In the 1970s due to the inability of the Ford Pinto withstanding a rear-end 
impact of 30 mph without risking a fuel tank rupture, the Ford Motor Company set the 
cost of a human life at $200,000. 
 
While society places varying values on people, God doesn’t. He values all just the 
same. In God's eyes, every life is sacred, set apart for a particular purpose.  
 
David penned Psalm 139 after considering the greatness of God in his life. David had a 
renewed awareness of God’s remarkable character. David wove together his 
understanding of God’s omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence.  
 

1. God knows you—His omniscience (vv. 1-6). 
God knows you. The word known in verse one reveals an intimate knowledge of a 
person that results from a close, personal relationship. It reflects the way that the Lord 
knows us. God knows us as we are. Nothing is hidden from God. God is involved in the 
affairs of your life. For example: 

• God knows your activities. The Hebrew euphemism, “when I sit down and when I 
stand up” (v. 2), speaks of the routines of life. God knows all the routines of your 
life. God knows your daily schedule, your appointments, and your activities. God 
knows your worries, your concerns, your anxieties, your fears 

• God knows your thoughts. “You understand my thoughts from far away” (v. 2) 
God said to the prophet Ezekiel: “I know what is going through your mind” 
(Ezekiel 11:5 NIV). God knows the fleeting thoughts that pass through the screen 
of our mind. God knows the good thoughts and the bad ideas. God loves you still. 

• God knows your directions. “You observe my travels and my rest; you are aware 
of all my ways” (v. 3). He knows your habits. He knows the best and worst about 
you. God still loves you.  

• God knows your words. “Before a word is on my tongue you, you know all about 
it, Lord” (v. 4). The Lord knows not only the words you speak but the words you 
are yet to speak. 

• God knows your needs. “You have encircled me; you have placed your hand on 
me" (v. 5). This verse paints a picture of God enfolding someone in back and 
front, who has absolute power to control and protect him or her completely. God 
encircles you on every side like a mighty army devoted to protecting you. God 
knows your needs. He knows when you need safeguarding and protected. His 
hand, symbolic of God's power, is upon you. He goes before us and behind us. 
He keeps us secure. God's protection leaves us with no way of escape. You can 
never run away from the Lord. 
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David marveled at the Lord’s comprehensive knowledge and awareness of him. Such 
intimate knowledge was staggering to David. David couldn’t wrap his mind around the 
reality that the Lord, so lofty and transcendent, had taken such an intense and intimate 
interest in him. It blew his mind that the Lord of creation demonstrated a personal and 
intense interest in a single human being. 
 
Why? How come? God values us. What we value we know. I appreciate my wife; 
therefore, I know her. I appreciate my daughter; therefore, I know her. I value my 
calling; therefore, I want to know my church and its members. Those that value 67 
Mustangs know all about 67 Mustangs. Those that value quarter horses know quarter 
horses. Those that value computers know computers. 
 

2. God created you—His omnipotence (vv. 13-16). 
God not only has intimate knowledge of you, but he also has close involvement in 
creating you. "Created my inward parts” literally indicated that God made David’s 
kidneys, which the people of Israel often regarded as the center of emotion, affection, 
and conscience. Today, we would say the heart. The word knit pictures a skilled artisan, 
carefully weaving a lovely tapestry with exact precision and explicit beauty. The imagery 
David used to describe God’s creative activity suggested his masterful work of knitting 
bones, muscles, arteries, and vital organs together in his mother’s womb to form a 
human being.  
 
David responded to such creative power with praise. “I will praise you” (v. 14). David 
knew with absolute certainty that God made him. God was the designer, as well as, 
maker. Note how God fashioned and made David (and, for that matter, you and me.) 

• “I have been remarkably and wondrously made” (v. 14). The word remarkably 
means to respect or to revere. Wondrously means set apart, separate, 
distinguished, no cookie cutter human beings.  

• “I was made in secret” (v. 15). This statement is idiomatic for a protected place, a 
concealed and safe place—as a man may hide his treasure by burying it. 

• “I was formed in the depths of the earth” (v. 15). This statement was a way of 
talking about the creative work going on deep in his mother's womb.  

• “Your eyes saw me when I was formless” (v. 16). God's fixed his eyes upon the 
unformed body. The formless body means “embryo.” In our very first hours and 
days of life after conception—when we were still wrapped up in embryonic 
form—God was watching over us. He’s not absent nor unconcerned.  

 
Augustine, an early Church father, wrote, “Men go abroad to wonder at the height of 
mountains, at the huge waves of the sea, at the long courses of the rivers, at the vast 
compass of the ocean, at the circular motion of the stars; and they pass by themselves 
without wondering.” 
 
Why would God give such attention to David’s creation? Only one reason could explain 
why the Lord gave such attention: God considers this life sacred. 
 
If we take these verses seriously, we possess no other option than the reality that 
human life begins at conception. If we take these verses seriously, then every life is 
precious: the one disabled, the one with deformities, the one that is aged, the one that is 
lonely. 
 

3. God thinks of you—His omnipresence (vv. 17-18). 
God not only has intimate knowledge of you, and private involvement in creating you, he 
is intimately present with you. The God who created you and who has a plan for your 
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life is also the God who is with you wherever you might be. Human life is sacred 
because God is always present with his people.  
 
What do we know about God’s thoughts? To the prophet Isaiah God said, “‘For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD. ‘As 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts’” (Isa. 55:8-9 NIV). We can’t wrap our minds around God’s 
thoughts—they are beyond us. Earlier in the psalm, David testified that God 
“understands my thoughts from far away" (v. 2). God's thoughts are so vast and of such 
magnitude that they are like the sand on an endless seashore. They are countless. 
 
God's omnipresence is a dominant characteristic.  

• We can’t flee from God’s presence. “Where can I go to escape your Spirit? 
Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I 
make my bed in Sheol, you are there” (vv. 7-8).  

• God's presence is promised. To Jacob who later was renamed Israel, God 
promised, "I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will 
bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you” (Gen. 28:15 NIV). To Joshua as he was succeeding Moses, God 
promised, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of 
them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake 
you” (Deut. 31:6 NIV). God reaffirmed that promise to Joshua, “Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go" (Joshua 
1:9 NIV). In the New Testament, reaffirmed these promises. Jesus said to his 
disciples, "And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matt. 
28:20 NIV). “God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you’” (Heb. 
13:5 NIV).  

Conclusion: Why does God never leave us? We are wonderfully made. We are unique 
to God.  
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor, serving in Greenville, SC. Follow his blog at www.rickezell.com.  


