
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Second Nature 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: John Bunyan, the author of the classic Pilgrim’s Progress, was heavily 
influenced by overhearing a group of women talk about their relationship with Jesus. 
They weren’t trained in evangelism, in fact they weren’t even trying to convert Bunyan. 
They were just talking amongst themselves about the new birth and it rattled Bunyan to 
the core.  

…when I had heard and considered what they said, I left them, and went about my 
employment again, but their talk and discourse went with me, also my heart would 
tarry with them for I was greatly affected with their words, both because by them I 
was convinced that I wanted the true tokens of a godly man, and also because by 
them I was convinced of the happy and blessed condition of him that was such a 
one. 

Peter and John were ordinary men who were followed Jesus. They weren’t experts they 
had just been with Jesus and were overflowing with love and commitment to him. That’s 
really what it means to share the gospel. It doesn’t have to be a scary sales pitch, it’s 
really just having a relationship with Jesus and others.  

1. Give what you have. Acts 3:1-10 
Many people are afraid of sharing the gospel because they aren’t confident in their 
grasp of the Bible. (Though, I’m always astonished that classes on evangelism aren’t 
full if bible ignorance is the only thing keeping them from sharing the gospel). When the 
lame beggar approached them asking for silver and gold the apostles dug in their 
pocket and found nothing but lent. They could have left the man and said, “Sorry, we 
don’t have any change”. But instead they gave him what they did have; namely, a 
vibrant faith in the Lord Jesus.  
You might on occasion feel like Peter and John. When a very intellectual person 
questions you on scientific theories that you’ve only vaguely heard you can feel like 
reaching in a pocket filled with lint. You walk away and mumble, “I’m sorry, I don’t have 
the answer to your questions”. Or you can be like Peter and John and realize that those 
questions and felt-needs are often a smokescreen for the real issues and the real need. 
Give what you have. That is what you are responsible for, not for being someone you 
aren’t or giving something that you don’t have. 

2. Uncommon men can share Jesus. Acts 4:13-14 
Christians also feel like they aren’t equipped to share the gospel, so they should just 
encourage the person in their life to speak to a pastor. But God never gets a wrong 
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address. God has placed that person in your life, for you to minister to. The gospel 
doesn’t require celebrities to spread to the nations.  
Though, given our penchant for promoting celebrities, one would be forgiven for 
assuming uncommon men aren’t equipped to share Jesus. I love how D.A. Carson 
pokes a hole through this: 

Why is it that we constantly parade Christian athletes, media personalities, and 
pop singers? Why should we think that their opinions or their experiences of 
grace are of any more significance than those of any other believer? When we 
tell outsiders about people in our church, do we instantly think of the despised 
and the lowly who have become Christians, or do we love to impress people with 
the importance of the men and women who have become Christians? Modern 
Western evangelicalism is deeply infected with the virus of triumphalism, and the 
resulting illness destroys humility, minimizes grace, and offers far too much 
homage to the money and influence and ‘wisdom’ of our day. (Carson, 29) 

What caused people to marvel about the early church is that it was uncommon men 
who were leading the charge. The people could tell just from listening to them that they 
were “uneducated, common men” and this caused them to be astonished. But they also 
knew that “they had been with Jesus”. That’s the difference maker. Sharing the gospel 
isn’t about having all of the answers. Sharing the gospel is about building relationships 
with people and being yourself as you share about who Jesus is and what he is doing in 
your life.  
Are you a regular person? You might be in an even better place to reach people with the 
gospel than the preacher you hear on the radio. Take advantage of the relationships 
that God has sovereignly given you. You don’t have to know all the answers you just 
need to know the one who does.  

3. Evangelism flows out of a relationship with Jesus. Acts 4:20 
Peter and John’s response to the religious leaders charge to no longer speak in the 
name of Jesus is a rebuke to many of us. We have to hold seminars and sell books and 
take classes on how to muster up the courage to speak of Jesus. For Peter and John 
they let their accusers know that they couldn’t help but speak of Jesus. It flowed out of 
them and they couldn’t put a cork in it (nor did they want to). This is simply because 
they had such a relationship with Jesus and were so enamored with Him that even if 
their life depended on it they couldn’t stay silent. Our silence might testify to the depth of 
our relationship and experience with Jesus. 
Conclusion:  
Leonard Ravenhill shares this illustration: 

Charlie Peace was a criminal. Laws of God or man curbed him not. Finally the 
law caught up with him, and he was condemned to death. On the fatal morning in 
Armley Jail, Leeds, England, he was taken on the death-walk. Before him went 
the prison chaplain, routinely and sleepily reading some Bible verses. The 
criminal touched the preacher and asked what he was reading. "The 
Consolations of Religion," was the replay. Charlie Peace was shocked at the way 
he professionally read about hell. Could a man be so unmoved under the very 
shadow of the scaffold as to lead a fellow-human there and yet, dry-eyed, read of 
a pit that has no bottom into which this fellow must fall? Could this preacher 
believe the words that there is an eternal fire that never consumes its victims, 
and yet slide over the phrase with a tremor? Is a man human at all who can say 
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with no tears, "You will be eternally dying and yet never know the relief that death 
brings"? All this was too much for Charlie Peace. So he preached. Listen to his 
on-the-eve-of-hell sermon. 
"Sir" addressing the preacher, "if I believed what you and the church of God say 
that you believe, even if England were covered with broken glass from coast to 
coast, I would walk over it, if need be, on hands and knees and think it worth 
while living, just to save one soul from an eternal hell like that!" 

Do you believe that God is sovereign over history? Do you believe that He desires to 
save souls? If you do, then you’ll believe that God hasn’t placed you in the relationships 
that he has by accident. This isn’t meant to guilt you into obedience it is meant to say 
that God is able to use you to help someone else come to know the Jesus that you are 
so excited about. It’s not rocket science. It’s loving Jesus and sharing that love with 
others. 
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