
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Second Nature 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: When the Scottish preacher, Robert Murray McCheyne, preached his last 
sermon at the beloved Carron-shore the people responded with tears and great 
affection for the preacher. McCheyne was moved by this but wrote in his diary, “Some 
tears, yet I fear some like the messenger and not the message; and I fear I am so vain 
as to love that love. Lord, let it not be so. Perish my honor, but let Thine be exalted 
forever.”  
McCheyne was living out what another Scot, James Denney, said, “No man can at once 
give the impression that he is clever and that Christ is mighty to save”. Denney, 
McCheyne, and many other followers of Jesus chose to boast in Christ instead of their 
own accomplishments. Perhaps none have been more dedicated to this task than the 
apostle Paul. We see his passion for making Christ the only boast of his generation in 
Philippians 3.  

1. Paul could have boasted in his pedigree 
In our contemporary culture we aren’t nearly as tempted to boast in our family history as 
someone like the apostle Paul would have been. In that culture where you came from 
was a much bigger deal than it is now. If you didn’t have the right pedigree you weren’t 
able to get very far in life.  
It’d be one thing for a pauper to speak about the emptiness of being a prince. It’s quite 
another thing for a prince to remark on the emptiness of being a prince. Paul was like 
that prince. He had the pedigree that was required for him to rise in Jewish society. He 
was “circumcised on the eight day of the people of Israel”. He wasn’t circumcised like 
Ishmael (when he was 13) he was circumcised like Isaac. He wasn’t a recent convert—
he was born and raised into this thing.  
Paul was also “of the tribe of Benjamin”. Benjamin was the only son born in the 
Promised Land. Jerusalem, and her temple, was within the border. He’s not just from 
the best people of all the peoples on earth, he is from the best tribe of those people. 
And he was “a Hebrew of Hebrews”. He spoke the language of the people.  
So he’s from the best people, of the best tribe, and he’s of a family that hasn’t sold out 
to Gentile influence. If anyone can brag in his pedigree it was Paul. But he chose to put 
his boast elsewhere. Is your identity found in your heritage? In what way are you 
tempted to boast in your pedigree? In what way are you tempted to be shamed by your 
pedigree?  

2. Paul could have boasted in his religious accomplishment  
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In his classic work, Transforming Grace, Jerry Bridges makes the following observation:   
“We are all legalistic by nature; that is, we innately think so much performance by us 
earns so much blessing from God...not only are we legalistic by nature, our Christian 
culture reinforces this attitude in us.  We are exhorted to attend church regularly, 
have a daily quiet time, study our Bibles, pray, memorize Scripture, witness to our 
neighbors, and give to missions—all of which are important Christian activities.  
Though no one ever comes right out and says so, somehow the vague impression is 
created in our minds that we’d better do those things or God will not bless us.”   

Before coming to Christ this is where Paul found all of his boasting. He took great pride 
in the fact that he strictly observed the law. He was so zealous for the law that he was 
“breathing out murderous threats” against Christians. Paul thought he was stacking up 
righteousness for himself. If you’d asked him before he met Christ whether or not he 
was pleasing to God, Paul would have given emphatic “yes”.  
Are you trusting in your religious accomplishments? Are you boasting in what you’ve 
accomplished? Paul found that everything that wasn’t connected to Christ was counted 
as rubbish. As such he chose to place his boast elsewhere.  

3. Paul chose to boast in Christ  
Paul says quite emphatically in Galatians 6:14 that his only boast would be in the cross 
of Christ. I think we might miss what Paul is saying in Philippians 3 and Galatians 6 
because we’ve gotten the idea that the cross is somehow a boast of human worth. This 
is a summary of the teaching of Robert Schuller, a teaching that many in our culture 
would nod their head to in agreement but that is the opposite of what Paul says in 
Philippians 3: 

The truth about the cross is that the cross shows us how worthy every man is, for 
Jesus died for every man. And He would not have died for unworthy people; 
therefore, everyone is shown, by the cross of Jesus Christ, to be good and 
worthy. The cross, of course, was not Jesus' satisfaction for sin, but it was only 
intended to show you and me that if we have a dream, as Jesus had a dream, we 
must be willing to pay a certain cost in order to attain our dream. The good news, 
according to the gospel of Robert Schuller, the message that he hopes will 
become the heart of the new reformation, is this message: Every man and 
woman is good. You only have to realize this and you only have to exercise your 
inherent ability.” 

Paul’s only boast is in the cross because it is here alone that Paul’s righteousness 
would be found. Paul is saying one main thing in this text—you are either totally, 
infinitely righteous or you are not righteous at all. Make the Cross your only boast.  
 
 
Conclusion:  
We can make our lives a testimony to our own greatness or we can see things as they 
really are, that Christ is at the center of everything. David Wells contrasts the difference 
between what he calls eros spirituality and agape faith: 

The movement of Eros spirituality is upward. Its essence, its drive, is the sinner 
finding God. The movement of Agape, by contrast, is downward. It is all about 
God finding the sinner. Eros spirituality is the kind of spirituality which arises from 
human nature and it builds on the presumption that it can forge its own salvation. 
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Agape arises in God, was incarnate in Christ, and reaches us through the work of 
the Holy Spirit opening lives to receive the gospel of Christ’s saving death. In this 
understanding, salvation is given and never forged or manufactured. Eros is the 
projection of the human spirit into eternity, the immortalizing of its own impulses. 
Agape is the intrusion of eternity into life coming, not from below, but from above. 
Eros is human love. Agape is divine love. Human love of this kind, because it has 
need and want at its center, because it is always wanting to have its needs and 
wants satisfied, will always seek to control the object of its desires…Agape 
spirituality and Eros spirituality, therefore, are not variations on a common theme 
but stark alternatives. In the one, God reaches down in his grace; in the other, 
the sinner reaches up in self-sufficiency. 

Will we boast in ourselves or in the Cross? 
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