
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Second Nature 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction:  
Have you noticed all the people wearing Chicago Cubs apparel these days? Having just 
won a World Series (their first since 1908) the Cubs are enjoying a brand new crop of 
fans. These are of course the same ones who were fans of the Kansas City Royals the 
year before. These are called fair-weather fans. They are extremely committed to their 
teams…as long as they are winning. Their love, though, begins to dwindle as their new 
favorite team begins to wane. (As a life-long Kansas City Royals fan I experienced this 
first hand).  
But there are also loyal fans who stick with the team through thick and thin. Discipleship 
is no different. The fickle crowds of John 6 are today’s fair-weather fans. Once things 
got tough their shallow commitment was exposed. But we also have examples in the 
Bible of what the commitment of discipleship should be. One of these examples of all-in 
commitment is Saul’s son, Jonathan, and his friend David.  

1. All-in commitment is self-giving (1 Samuel 18) 
What we read in 1 Samuel 18 of Jonathan’s covenant with David is astounding. This 
isn’t just a couple of guys who cut themselves and become blood-brothers. This is a 
man who would be next in line to become king making a covenant with the guy who will 
be wearing the crown instead. Jonathan gives up his crown without a fight to David 
because he knows that God has given the kingdom to him. Jonathan’s commitment to 
David means personal sacrifice.  
The story is told that in Ancient Greece they would have lawmakers introduce new laws 
while standing on a platform with a rope around their neck. If the law passed they’d 
remove the rope, if not, they’d remove the platform. That is some serious dedication to 
your cause. The height of commitment is the willingness to give all of self.  
Our commitment to following Christ is modeled after his all-in commitment to His 
Father’s glory. He was so committed to bringing about the Father’s plan of redeeming 
us sinners that he was willing to completely give himself. As our hearts become more 
like Christ they naturally become more sacrificial.  

2. All-in commitment is willing to suffer (1 Samuel 20) 
Jonathan put his life on the line to protect his friend David from Saul’s murderous plot 
against David. Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you say, I will do for you.” That included 
suffering for the sake of David. His relationship with his own father was harmed because he took David’s 
side. In fact Saul even tried to kill Jonathan because of his loyalty to David. He didn’t die at the hands of 
Saul that day but he very well could have. All-in commitment is willing to suffer.   
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David Livingstone made great sacrifices to reach the people of Africa. He was once 
asked by a missionary society about the state of the roads where he was doing ministry. 
They informed him that if the roads were acceptable they would send men to join up 
with him in mission. Livingstone replied, "If you have men who will come only if they 
know there is a good road, I don't want them. I want men who will come if there is no 
road at all."  
All-in commitment is willing to come even if there isn’t a road. Christ suffered for us. And 
we follow him in this. 

3. All-in commitment is shown by our actions 
James 2 is informative concerning the nature of faith and all-in commitment. We can 
say that we believe and are committed until we are blue in the face, but we really aren’t 
able to display this faith until we are called to action. David and Jonathan could have 
sworn their dedication to one another but that covenant had to show itself in action. And 
it did. Jonathan remained dedicated to David until the day of his death. And David’s 
commitment to Jonathan was shown in his gracious blessing of Jonathan’s son, 
Mephibosheth.  
The commitment of Christ is shown in his actions. If you want to see God’s love look no 
further than the Cross. Here his love is displayed fully. Christ also said that our love is 
shown by our following his commandments. Commitment isn’t shown by words alone it 
is followed by actions. 
Conclusion:  
 
1 Peter 1:13 calls us to set our hope fully on the grace that will be brought to us at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” This means that are to be all-in. What does that look like? It 
looks like the desperate gambler who has placed every bit of his livelihood that the 
Roulette wheel lands on black. If it doesn’t land on black the guy is homeless.  
 
That’s a foolish gamble. But following Christ is never foolish. Keeping a few chips to the 
side is foolish. That isn’t setting your hope fully on something. It’s not having absolute 
confidence. When Peter says to ‘set your hope fully on’ he is saying that we aren’t 
leaving one ounce of hope in anything else. If Christ doesn’t come through for us we’ve 
lost everything.  
 
Does that describe your commitment? Aren’t you thankful that it does describe Jesus’ 
commitment? 
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