
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Second Nature 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction:  
A young man of seventeen wrote to a friend, “I believe in no religion. There is absolutely 
no proof for any of them, and from a philosophical standpoint Christianity is not even the 
best.” Thirty years later that same man would say, “I believe in Christianity as I believe 
that the sun has risen. Not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything 
else.”  
That man was C.S. Lewis. Lewis was a very intelligent man. He couldn’t wrap his mind 
around a just and omnipotent God and a cruel and unjust world. Yet, it was this very 
thing that actually led Lewis to Christ. He was much like Nebuchadnezzar in the Bible. 
God brought Lewis to a breaking point and caused him to see that the quest for joy that 
he just couldn’t snuff out was put there by the sovereign God. It was through intellectual 
turmoil that Lewis came to Christ. And it was through such turmoil that Nebuchadnezzar 
would acknowledge that God is the true sovereign. 

1. Worldly wisdom is not enough 
Nebuchadnezzar had his own version of Google in the form of all his trusted advisors. 
When he had questions he didn’t know the answer to, he did what we tend to do—he 
asked Google (questioned his wise men). So when he had a concerning dream he 
called upon his advisors to interpret. But they couldn’t do it. Google has its limits.  
The story of the failure of Nebuchadnezzar’s wise men is a theme that runs through 
Daniel. It’s the same thing that we see in the story of the Exodus. Human knowledge 
has its limits. We can gain all the facts in the world but if we do not have God’s wisdom 
we will not know how to rightly apply it.  
Daniel told the king that he would be humbled. Apparently it didn’t take, because he was 
in the middle of self-worship when “he was driven from among men”. He had everything 
the world had to offer and it all slipped through his fingers in a moment. The wisdom 
and greatness of the world is simply not enough satisfy.  

2. True wisdom is often found at the end of our rope 
Nebuchadnezzar was a prideful man. We’ll never find wisdom when we are filled with 
pride. What C.S. Lewis said is true: 

In God you come up against something which is in every respect immeasurably 
superior to yourself. Unless you know God as that--and therefore, know yourself 
as nothing in comparison--you do not know God at all. As long as you are proud, 
you cannot know God. A proud man is always looking down on things and 
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people; and, of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see 
something that is above you. (C.S. Lewis from Mere Christianity) 

In order for the king to have godly wisdom he had to be brought to the end of his rope. 
He went from the palace to the pasture. It was here though that Nebuchadnezzar began 
to find real wisdom.  
I was part of a team of students who had adopted a particular section of town. Every 
week we would go back and ask for prayer requests and try to build relationships. On 
one particular occasion a younger man stopped us and said he appreciated what we 
were doing. He informed me that he was Buddhist but he still liked what we did. The 
young and combative part of me wanted to engage him in a debate on Buddhism, but 
the Spirit won out and I simply asked him, “Do you have peace?”  
After we finished our time we prayed for this man that God wouldn’t let him sleep until 
he came to know Jesus. Though we didn’t use the specific words we prayed that he 
would become much like Nebucaddenzar. And he did. We got a call three days later 
that from the hospital. He hadn’t slept since we had been there. When we arrived he 
said that he couldn’t find peace. 
This is what God so often does. He hedges up our way and causes everything else to 
come up empty. If you are at the end of your rope this might be exactly where God 
wants you.  

3. True wisdom is found when we turn to God 
When the king finally lifted his eyes to heaven his sanity returned to him. We should be 
careful not to use this story to oversimplify the difficulties of mental illness. John Newton 
is correct, “The Lord keeps the key of comfort in his own hand”. But there is something 
to be said for turning to God even in the midst of mental anguish.  
The young man that I mentioned earlier turned to Jesus in that hospital room. He found 
the peace that he was looking for. I do not know all of the rest of his story (much like we 
do not know the rest of Nebuchadnezzar’s story) but I do know that he said he slept like 
a baby that night.  
Proverbs 1:7 testifies to this. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. We can 
get knowledge apart from God but we cannot get true wisdom apart from Him.  
Conclusion: Sinclair Ferguson sums up the story quite nicely: 

“The purpose of this dream and decree was not left to Nebuchadnezzar's 
imagination. It was to teach men that God reigns, that He sets up and pulls down 
kingdoms, that His action in history focuses on the work of humbling men in order 
that they may dispense with their foolish pride and acknowledge Him as their 
God.”  

Perhaps God is doing the same thing in your life. Are you trusting in worldly wisdom? Is 
God bringing you to the end of your rope?  
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