
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call 
to a Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had 
given them he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Second 
Nature, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: “Your invited” are two powerful words. They make us feel special, 
wanted, and accepted. Ask the girl invited by the boy for a date, or the client invited to 
lunch by the business leader, or the woman invited to coffee by her next-door neighbor, 
or the family invited to supper by another family.  
 
Invitations are a key element in reaching people for Christ. It shows people outside the 
church we care and are willing to risk the relationship by inviting them to Christ. A part 
of the any witness strategy should be invitation. 
 
No person did this better than a disciple named Andrew. He is mentioned fourteen times 
in the New Testament. His name means “manly,” and seems a fitting description. He 
was strong in physical strength, strong in personal character, and strong in his passion 
for people. Andrew was the younger brother to Simon Peter. They were to take over 
their father’s family fishing business, but left to become Jesus’ disciples.  
 
Andrew is often overshadowed by, Peter. Andrew had a simple, yet powerful calling. 
John’s Gospel records three stories about Andrew. A common thread runs through all 
three stories. He invited others to see Jesus.  
 
He provides an excellent model for us to follow as active witnesses for Christ. 
 

1. Invite those closest to us to Jesus. (1:35-42) 
At about four o’clock in the afternoon (the tenth hour), Andrew and another disciple of 
John met Jesus. They followed Jesus to the place he was staying. Andrew and the 
other disciple spent a whole day with Jesus. We don’t know exactly what happened 
during the twenty-four hours with Jesus, but something profound and moving occurred. 
It changed their lives. 
 
Andrew could not keep his experience with Jesus all to himself. The news was too 
good. He had to tell his brother Simon. In some ways, it made sense Andrew would 
want to tell Simon about Jesus. After all they were brothers, and they loved each other. 
In other ways, it was a little surprising Andrew told Simon about Jesus. After all they 
were brothers, and they were constantly comparing and competing with each other.  
 
Regardless, Andrew could not keep silent about Jesus. He wanted those people closest 
to him to know Jesus as he knew Jesus. His invitation strategy began at home. We 
could call Andrew the first home missionary. He went to the one person closest to him 
to tell him about Jesus. 
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Andrew did not change his brother Simon’s life. Jesus changed Simon’s life. But 
Andrew invited Simon to a place where Simon could meet Jesus. Then, Jesus did the 
rest. 
 

2. Invite those different from us to Jesus. (12:20-22) 
This story about Andrew occurred on the heels of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
on the Sunday before His crucifixion and Resurrection. The Jews were getting ready for 
the Passover celebration, and some Greeks were in Jerusalem, observing the 
interaction between Jesus and the Jews. Some of the non-Christian Greeks told Philip 
that they wanted to meet Jesus. Philip did not know what to do, so Philip took the 
Greeks to Andrew. And, Andrew introduced the Greeks to Jesus. 
 
Andrew did not cause the Gospel to spread to the non-Christian, non-Jews. But Andrew 
invited the Greeks to a place where they could meet Jesus. Then, Jesus did the rest. 
Andrew was not only the first home missionary; we could call him the first foreign 
missionary, too. He brought non-Jewish foreigners to Jesus. The world had come to 
Jerusalem and Andrew took advantage of it.  
 
The lesson for us in a day and place where the world seems to be coming to us is to 
look for every opportunity to invite people to Jesus. No longer do we have to cross an 
ocean to tell people from a different culture and who speak a different language about 
Jesus, they are in our cities and in our neighborhoods. We need to look for those divine 
appointments to invite them to church or to ask them about their culture so we can in 
turn tell them about Christ.  
 

3. Invite all to come to Jesus completely. (12:23-26) 
Andrew brought the Greeks to Jesus. They had questions. Jesus was clear about what 
it meant to follow him. A death must take place—a death to self and personal agenda. 
They must love him to the extent that it appears they hate their life in this world. They 
must serve him. They must follow him. In other words, coming to Christ is more than an 
easy believism, but a heartfelt, obedient, and radical turning from themselves to follow 
Jesus. Jesus was not interested in decisions; He desired disciples—committed 
followers. Then and now. 
 
Conclusion: Simon Peter was a celebrity who walked on water, preached at Pentecost 
where 3,000 were converted, and a few days later preached in the Temple where 5,000 
were converted. He performed miracles and was led by a vision to begin preaching the 
Gospel to Gentiles. Peter did a lot of different things.  
 
Andrew focused one priority: Inviting people to Jesus. Andrew helped other people 
come into contact with Jesus so Jesus could change their lives. 
 
What Andrew did by inviting people to Jesus, everyone can do. It requires no advanced 
degrees, no specialized knowledge, no tactical training. All it requires is a compassion 
for people and a boldness to ask. 
 
Evangelism is meeting people where they are, inviting them to where Jesus is. Isn’t that 
what Andrew did? Too many Christians think because they can’t speak in front of 
groups, or because they don’t have leadership gifts, or because they are not extroverts, 
they aren’t responsible to evangelize. We can do what Andrew did. We can meet people 
where they are and invite then to where Jesus is.  
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Rick Ezell is a pastor, living in Greenville, SC. Read his blog: 
definingmomentssc.wordpress.com.  
 


