
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call 
to a Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had 
given them he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small 
group material is called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Second 
Nature, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Caleb is one of the great characters in the Bible. The secret to his 
greatness is found in a simple statement made by God and repeated several times: “My 
servant Caleb has a different spirit and has remained loyal to me” (Num. 14:24). Caleb 
was great because he followed God with all of his heart. He had an unwavering faith. 
He saw what the crowd could not see. He believed what God could do. Here are the 
characteristics of his life that made his spirit different and proved he followed God fully. 
 

1. He was honest. (13:26-29) 
You remember the story. The nation of Israel was perched on the southern border of the 
promised land. Seeing the promise land with their own eyes, they sensed that a 
practical, rational approach must be adopted before any action was taken to seize 
control of it. Therefore, Caleb along with eleven other leaders, one from each of the 
twelve tribes, were sent by Moses into Canaan to spy out the land. They spent forty 
days in the land, surveying, observing, and gathering information. They were to learn 
about the people who lived there and evaluate the military and economic conditions of 
the promised land. They returned from their spy mission and gave a report. The “they” 
in verses 26 and 27 included Caleb among the twelve, reporting the facts.  
 
One of the first tasks of a leader is to define reality. Caleb, along with the other eleven 
spies, did just that. In an honest and straightforward manner, they reported what they 
had seen. The land had great potential. The land “is flowing with milk and honey” (v. 
27). They spoke of the wonder of the land. It would be great place to live. They brought 
back fruit samples to prove the productivity of the land. “However” (v. 28). One word 
changed their focus from looking at the land to looking at the people and its cities. 
Changed their report from reporting the facts to giving their opinion. The Jewish spies 
felt inferior to those who lived there. For the people were strong—some were giants, the 
cities fortified and large. The strong fortifications and large cities intimidated these 
nomadic people.  
 

2. He had an optimistic attitude. (13:30) 
Ten of the spies saw the enormity of the task and the size of the inhabitants, as a result, 
they wanted to return to Egypt. Parenthetically, Egypt represents the world and its ways 
and power. For us, this corresponds to doing what’s comfortable, familiar, habitual, and 
most easily tolerated by those around us. They were pessimistic about the outcome of 
the military campaign. The ten focused on the giants. Their negativism was infectious. 
The whole of Israel jumped on their bandwagon.  
 
Caleb and Joshua, in contrast, knew with God’s help they could defeat the giants, 
occupy the land, and overcome any resistance. They focused on God, not the giants. 
They recognized God’s wonder-working power. They were optimistic. Caleb’s attitude 
was positive and founded on his faith in God. He was a “can-do” kind of guy. 
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3. He had righteous anger. (14:6) 

After giving their reports—the majority report was to turn tail, running back to Egypt. 
They wanted to retreat to where it was comfortable, safe and secure. The minority 
report was to move ahead, facing the giants to occupy the land—the people grumbled, 
complained, and wanted a new leader to take them back to Egypt. Caleb (and Joshua) 
tore their clothes, a Jewish tradition associated with mourning, grief, and loss, indicating 
a broken heart. Caleb was sorrowful and grief stricken over the reaction of the other 
Jews. He knew they were disobeying and dishonoring God by their lack of faith and 
faltering desire to return to Egypt. They were wrong in their response and it grieved him, 
especially knowing how God had been faithful to them in the past and certain that God 
would be faithful toward them in taking the promised land. 
 

4. He had a godly perspective. (14:7-8) 
All twelve spies looked at the promised land, but only Caleb and Joshua could see. The 
others missed it totally. The ten saw what any sighted person could have seen. They 
looked with worldly eyes and saw what anyone in the world could see. In the light of 
what they perceived with their eyes, God’s wonderful promise meant nothing next to the 
fears they harbored. Caleb saw through eyes of faith, knowing God’s plan and his 
promise.  
 
Isn’t it interesting that Caleb and Joshua saw the same land as the other ten, and they 
said, “Go!” while the others screamed “No!” Why do different people have different 
reactions to the same reality? It’s partly because we see events and situations not as 
they are, but as we are. 
 
That certainly explains the spies’ reactions. Ten saw the barriers. Two saw the 
blessings. Ten saw giants. Two saw God. Ten saw fortified cities and their faith 
crumbled. Two had faith and saw the fortified cities crumble. Ten said, “The best is 
behind us. Let’s go back to Egypt. We were better off in the past than we’ll be in the 
future.” Two said, “The best is yet to be.” 
 
What made the difference? Perspective. Caleb saw with eyes of faith and trust. He saw 
God as bigger than any giant or problem. The others measured the giants from their 
own strength, but Caleb measured the giants from God’s strength.  
 

5. He spoke the truth. (14:7-10) 
Caleb, like any strong leader in a time of crisis and decision, addressed the Jews. He 
spoke the truth. He reminded them what he had seen: a good land, a fertile land. He 
repeated God’s promise of providing for them a land, a gift. He challenged them not to 
rebel against God and not to fear the inhabitants. He told them that taking the land 
would be a “cake walk,” (the biblical term is “they are bread to us”), for the inhabitants’ 
protection was removed. He claimed God’s perpetual promise to the nation of Israel: 
“the Lord is with us.”  
 
Caleb spoke the truth and what did it get him? They wanted to kill him, stone him to 
death on the spot. And, probably would have, if God had not intervened by appearing in 
all His glory. God’s people wanted to kill God’s leaders. They had rejected God’s truth 
and God’s men. 
 

6. He had incredible patience. (14:21-23) 
God was disappointed with the Jews. Their hearts were not right. They were not loyal 
like Caleb. They were not prepared to enter the promised land. So, they were not 
allowed to enter the land. In fact, the Jewish people would wander the desert for forty 
years so the unbelieving and reluctant people would die off. None of those who were 
afraid to go ever got into the promised land—not a one. Only their children and their 
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grandchildren lived to see the dream come true. And guess what? That meant that 
Caleb and Joshua would have to wait forty years before they would enter the promised 
land. Even though their vision had been right and their actions correct, they, too, had to 
wander the desert with the others.  
 

7. He believed in a better tomorrow. (14:24) 
God gave Caleb a personal promise: “I will bring him into the land where he has gone, 
and his descendants will inherit it” (v. 24). Even though he had to wait forty years, God 
promised Caleb that one day he would reside in the promise land—him and his 
descendants.  
 
For some, the future is a scary place, but not for Caleb. He longed for that day. It 
probably gave him a spring in his step as he wandered the desert for forty years. He 
probably spoke of what he had seen in the new land often as they trekked through the 
desert. I’m guessing he talked of the grapes he had eaten there and the possibility of a 
new future. He spoke often of God’s blessings and God’s power. He knew God would 
have been faithful if the people had responded to enter the promised land and he knew 
God would be faithful in time to His promise. He did not doubt. He trusted. He believed. 
For him the future was not fearful. He knew God controls the future.  
 
 
Conclusion: Would Caleb remain faithful? Would he endure? A quick reading of his 
life’s story reveals that he was ready to lead the charge when the Jewish nation arrived 
back to the promise land, forty years later. And, he was ready to occupy the portion of 
land given to him and his descendants. Why? “He followed the LORD, the God of Israel, 
completely” (Josh. 14:14).  
 
May the same be said of us.  
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor, living in Greenville, SC. Read his blog: 
definingmomentssc.wordpress.com.  
 


