
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of The Dark 
Side, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  We can follow Jesus’ example in defeating spiritual attacks. 
Introduction: I’m a Civil War buff, and I believe one of its most fascinating battles was 
the Battle of Antietam on September 17, 1862.  Historians call it “America’s Bloodiest 
Day”.  Before the battle, a couple of Union soldiers found some cigars wrapped in a 
piece of paper.  To their surprise, that paper was actually a copy of an order issued by 
the Confederate commander, Gen. Robert E. Lee, and it detailed his battle plans.  The 
soldiers took the paper to the Union commander, Gen. George McClellan.  Needless to 
say, he was thrilled.  But he waited nearly eighteen hours before he attacked, and by 
that time Lee had regrouped most of his army.  The battle could have been a decisive 
victory for the North, but even though Gen. McClellan knew his enemy’s plans in 
advance, it was little more than a stalemate. 
As Christians, we are involved in a spiritual battle.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we knew 
our enemy’s plans in advance?  Wouldn’t it be even better if God gave us a foolproof 
plan for defeating him?  In fact, God has told us all about the devil’s schemes in His 
Word, and He has given us a plan for defeating him.   Jesus used this plan when He 
was tempted by the devil in the wilderness.  The word “tempt” in this context carries the 
idea of testing.  Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness, but it was Satan 
who did the actual testing.  He tests us in these same three areas today.     
  

I. The temptation of desire. 
 
A. Jesus had fasted forty days, and was hungry. 

1. The devil suggested that Jesus turn stones into bread. 
a. “If thou be the Son of God” – In the Greek, this phrase is a first-

class conditional, meaning the condition is assumed to be true. 
b. God had just affirmed that Jesus was indeed His Son (Matt. 3:17). 
c. Jesus’ hunger was a legitimate need, but the devil tried to get Him 

to satisfy it in the wrong way. 
2. The devil often tempts us by appealing to legitimate needs. 

a. He’ll tempt us to use dishonest and theft to meet financial needs. 
b. He’ll tempt us with illicit sex to satisfy our need for love. 
c. He’ll tempt us to succumb to peer pressure in order to satisfy our 

need for acceptance. 
B. Jesus responded by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3. 

1. Though we need food, obeying God is much more important. 
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2. When we seek God first, we can trust Him to take care of our other 
needs (Matthew 6:25-33). 
 

II. The temptation of distortion. 
 
A. The devil took Jesus to “a pinnacle of the temple”.  Most likely, it was the 

Fortress of Antonia. 
1. The devil urged Jesus to throw Himself down. 

a. It would be an undeniable miracle in front of many witnesses. 
b. He would show His trust in His Father to take care of Him. 
c. The devil even quoted Psalm 91:11 to back up his argument. 

2. One of the devil’s most clever tactics is to misuse Scripture. 
a. By taking it out of context. 
b. By changing the words slightly. 
c. By misapplying it. 

B. Jesus’ response: Deuteronomy 6:16. 
1. God does not have to justify Himself to us (Job 38-41). 
2. God does not always protect us from our own foolishness.   

• Wendy Bagwell, the famous gospel singer and storyteller, used to 
tell about the time his group sang in a church that handled snakes.  
After the service was over, he confessed to the pastor his doubts 
about the practice.  A woman got up in his face and said, “Brother 
Wendy, do you mean to tell me if the Lord commanded you to take 
up the serpent, you wouldn’t take him up?”  Wendy replied, “Yes, 
ma’am, I surely would – but He didn’t and I ain’t!”    

 
III. The temptation of disloyalty. 

 
A. The devil took Jesus to a high mountain.  This was likely done in a vision, 

since they could see “all the kingdoms of the world”. 
1. The devil offered to give Jesus all these kingdoms if He only bowed 

down and worshiped him. 
a. Evidently, Satan had the authority to make this offer (John 12:31; 

14:30; 16:11; 2 Corinthians 4:4). 
b. If Jesus simply did what the devil asked, He could become ruler of 

the world without dying on the cross. 
c. However, if Jesus had sinned, His sacrifice on the cross would 

have been invalid.  The devil’s schemes always have a catch!   
2. The devil often tempts us by trying to get us to take the easy way. 

a. Many times people choose to do the wrong thing simply because it 
is easier.  Alas, the path of righteousness is not always the path of 
least resistance. 

b. “The devil always pays with counterfeit money.”  (R.G. Lee) 
B. Jesus’ response: Deuteronomy 6:13. 

1. He knew God requires exclusive worship. 
2. He also knew God’s plan was for Him to take Satan’s kingdoms by 

conquest, not by collaboration. 
3. After the devil departed, angels came and ministered to Jesus.  They 

may have brought Him food (1 Kings 19:5-7). 
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Conclusion: Several years ago, when I was a pastor in Missouri, a friend of mine and I 
attended a conference in St. Louis that was led by Dr. Albert Mohler, the president of 
Southern Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.  During one of the conference breaks, my 
friend and I went up and talked to him a little bit.  My friend had seen him on television 
several times, and he told Dr. Mohler he was impressed by the fact that he always 
responded to interviewers’ questions by quoting Scripture.  I’ll never forget what Dr. 
Mohler said in response.  He said, “If you read about the spiritual armor in Ephesians, 
you’ll see that there’s only one offensive weapon: the Word of God!” 
Dr. Mohler was absolutely right.  We can never outsmart the devil; he is too clever for 
us.  We can never outfight the devil; he is too powerful.  However, when we use the 
weapons God has provided, the devil will not stand a chance.  Immerse yourself in 
Scripture, commit it to memory, and be ready to use it whenever the devil tempts you.  
He trembles at the Word of God.   
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