
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of The Dark 
Side, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
 
The Point:  Demonic forces are real, but Christ is greater. 
 
Introduction: One of my all-time favorite novels is The Yearling, by Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings.  It was later made into a movie starring Gregory Peck and Jane Wyman.  The 
central character in the book is a boy named Jody Baxter.  One day his father is bitten 
by a rattlesnake, so he shoots a doe and uses its liver to draw the poison.  Jody notices 
that the doe has a fawn.  After his father passes the crisis stage, Jody goes back and 
finds the fawn and raises it as a pet.  As Jody’s father recovers from the snakebite, he 
explains to his son that the snake was only defending himself.  Jody’s mother was not 
pleased with that observation, and she said to him, “You’d defend the devil himself.”  
Jody’s father replied, “I reckon I would.  A lot of times the devil gets blamed for what 
ain’t nothin’ but human cussedness.” 
The father had a point.  We humans are pretty good at creating our own problems, so 
we must be careful about blaming everything on the devil or demons.  Be that as it may, 
the Bible has a great deal to say about demons, and we would make a mistake if we 
were to ignore it.  Demons are still active in the world today, but we need not tremble in 
fear, because our Lord is greater. 
 

I. A desperate situation. 
 
A. Jesus and three of His disciples had just come down from the mountain 

after the transfiguration, and were met by a large crowd. 
1. A man told Jesus that his son was possessed by a demon. 

a. The demon caused the boy to be mute, and it also caused him to 
have violent spasms. 

b. It even tried to get the boy to harm himself (v. 22). 
2. Some have argued that the boy was not really possessed, but suffered 

from epilepsy. 
a. Epilepsy was well-known in Greco-Roman culture, though they 

didn’t understand its causes.  Thus, it is unlikely that the people of 
Israel would have confused it with demon possession. 

b. A.T. Robertson suggested that the boy suffered from epilepsy in 
addition to demon possession.1 

3. Does demon possession still occur today? 
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a. If I understand Scripture correctly, demons can never possess a 
follower of Jesus. 

b. We must be careful about what we blame on demon possession.  
Nevertheless, demon possession is real. 
• When I was in seminary, I used to preach at the Memphis Union 

Mission.  One night I was preaching, and a man in the front row 
suddenly got hostile and started spouting all kinds of threats and 
curse words.  I had to call the staff to escort him out.  Many of 
the tenants in the mission were drug addicts and alcoholics, so I 
didn’t think much about it at first.  As I drove home that night, I 
thought about what set him off.  I was preaching from that great 
Christological hymn in Philippians 2, and when I got to the part 
about everyone bowing before Jesus, that was when he began 
cursing me.  Was the man demon possessed, or was he just 
crazy?  I will probably never know! 

B. The disciples were unable to cast out the demon. 
1. Mark noted that some scribes were present (v. 14). 

a. They were likely keeping tabs on Jesus. 
b. They were probably mocking the disciples for their inability to cast 

out the demon. 
2. Jesus rebuked the crowd for their unbelief. 

a. “Faithless and perverse generation” – Some scholars believe Jesus 
was addressing His disciples, while others believe He was talking 
to the scribes.  Personally, I believe He was speaking to both. 

b. “How long shall I be with you?” – Jesus was soon going away, but 
His disciples had not done so well in His absence. 
• “We can always come to Jesus when others fail us” (A.T. 

Robertson).2 
 

II. A distressing conversation. 
 
A. Jesus had a peculiar dialogue with the boy’s father. 

1. “If thou canst” – Evidently the father had a small bit of doubt. 
a. His son had suffered from this affliction for many years. 
b. Jesus’ disciples were not able to cast out the demon. 

2. Jesus assured him all things are possible for he who believes. 
a. Since God is all-powerful, we have no reason to doubt Him. 
b. God can work in spite of our doubts, but He often refuses to work in 

the midst of stubborn unbelief (Numbers 14:22-23). 
B. The father asked Jesus to help his unbelief. 

1. The best way to deal with unbelief is to confess it. 
2. God is able to work in spite of our frail faith. 
 

III. A decisive culmination. 
 
A. Jesus commanded the demon to come out. 

1. The boy went into convulsions and then collapsed. 
2. Demons are powerful, but they are no match for Jesus. 

a. The demon reacted when Jesus drew near (v. 20). 
b. On an earlier occasion, a whole throng of demons had trembled 

before Jesus (Mark 5:6-8).  
B. The disciples wanted to know why they could not cast it out.   
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1. Earlier, they had been able to cast out demons (Mark 6:12-13). 
2. Jesus said this kind of demon could only be expelled by prayer. 

a. The words “and fasting” do not appear in the best manuscripts. 
b. Evidently the disciples were relying on their own power and not the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
• How many times do we get so busy that we “don’t have time” to 

pray?  The devil truly knows the power of prayer, and that’s why 
he does everything he can to keep us from praying.  

Conclusion: We must be balanced in our understanding of demons.  On the one hand, 
not all evil is a result of demon possession.  We humans are pretty good at making our 
own bad choices, so we don’t always need demons to help us in that area.  We must 
also remember that some self-proclaimed “exorcists” are nothing but charlatans.  They 
manipulate people in thinking that they’re being oppressed by demons, and then they 
“exorcise” the “demons” through further emotional manipulation.  Such con artists are a 
reproach to the name of Jesus.  
On the other hand, demons are very real, and we need to be aware of them.  Though 
they are real and dangerous, we don’t need to tremble in fear before them, because 
they tremble in fear before Jesus.  Demonic forces are real and powerful, but they never 
have been and never will be any match for our Lord!  
 
1 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the Greek New Testament, Vol. 1, Nashville, TN: 
Broadman Press, 1930, p. 342. 
2 Ibid., p. 341. 
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