
THE SCHEMER AND THE REDEEMER
Main Text: Ecclesiastes 7:15-29

Main Idea: Jesus is the only redeemer for the schemer.

Additional Text: Prov. 7:4-27, Rom. 3:9b-10, 21-24, 1 Cor. 1:22-24, 30

I. Our upside-down world will tempt us toward ________________.

II. Wisdom is a great treasure, but it can’t buy _________________.

III. In the grand scheme of things, we’re the ___________________.
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DISCUSSING & APPLYING THE TEXT

• We’ve been in our Ecclesiastes series now for 10 weeks. What have you 

discovered about the book that you never realized before? How has it 

altered your view of life? Your view of the Lord? 

• What’s your knee-jerk reaction to verses 15 through 17? What’s the 

nugget of wisdom to be had?

• What would “overly-righteous” look like? What does Solomon mean by 

“overly-wicked?” 

• Verse 18 tells us that both conditions (Pharisee/Prodigal) are resolved 

through the fear of the Lord. How is that so? 

• Wisdom is great, but what does verses 19 and 20 remind us of? 

• Verses 21 and 22 are fascinating. Take a moment to read it. Why do we 

care so much about what people say about us? Why should we take it 

with a grain of salt, according to the Preacher? Further thoughts here? 

• In verses 25 through 29 what is being sought? And what is being 

found? Insights? What do you do when you realize that upright people 

can be schemers too? 

• On Sunday Pastor Andrew said, “Wisdom won’t buy us out of sin. 

Justification is not for sale.” Discuss the value of wisdom in the light of 

the gospel. 

• Wisdom may not trump the gospel, but how can the gospel enlarge our 

wisdom?

Did you know? To stay caught up with the sermon series or to watch your 
favorites, you can go to the Media & Training tab at lpcvan.com

This guide is designed to help you apply the text to your life. Reread the text reflectively, 
then jump into these questions on your own, around a family meal, or over a cup of coffee 
with a friend. This guide will also provide the content for our Life Groups’ Bible studies.
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