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A 11D10N journey to the wilds of Borneo for two  
 
Overview 
Borneo, the world's third-largest island, sits astride the Equator at the center of the Malay Archipelago. For                 
most of the last millennium, Borneo remained isolated from the rest of the world. The very mention of Borneo                   
conjures up images of ancient rainforests, snaking rivers, headhunting tribes, and an array of wildlife - from                 
the Orangutan, coined ‘man of the forest,’ to the endemic Borneo pygmy elephants, to other overachieving                
‘flying’ creatures such as flying frog, flying squirrel and even flying snake.  
 
The truth is, the island of Borneo offers an amazing range of ecosystems, from its lush rainforests to pristine                   
beaches; the multitude of extraordinary ecosystems and unique wildlife is unparalleled. It’s hard to top more                
than 1,200 species of orchids, the oldest rainforest in the world, and at least 44 species of endemic mammals.                   
As you journey on this trip you will get the opportunity to encounter wild orangutans, Borneo pygmy                 
elephants, gibbons, proboscis monkeys and a multitude of other creatures. Get lost in thoughts as you cruise                 
the beautiful Kinabatangan River as the sun sits low on the horizon, and marvel at cloudplay as you watch the                    
forests come alive above the treetop canopies of Danum Valley. 
 
Highlights 
➢ Experience ancient Borneo rainforest at the award-winning Borneo Rainforest Lodge 
➢ Watch sunrise over treetop canopies at Danum Valley  
➢ River safari experience on the Kinabatangan River 
➢ Encounter rare and endangered wildlife such as orang utan, pygmy elephants, and gibbons 
➢ Private tour of the Sun Bear Conservation Centre with Founder Dr. Wong Siew Te 
➢ Private viewing at Borneo Rhino Alliance to see the last two Sumatran Rhino in captivity in Borneo 

 
Your tour at a glance: 
Day Location Accommodation Room Type Meals    
Day 1 Arrival Sandakan - Sepilok Sepilok Nature Resort Chalet D 
Day 2 Sepilok Sepilok Nature Resort Chalet B/L/D 
Day 3 Sepilok - Kinabatangan River Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort Deluxe Chalet B/L/D 
Day 4 Kinabatangan River Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort Deluxe Chalet B/L/D 
Day 5 Kinabatangan River - Tabin Tabin Wildlife Reserve River/Hill Lodge B/L/D 
Day 6 Tabin Tabin Wildlife Reserve River/Hill Lodge B/L/D 
Day 7 Tabin - Danum Valley Borneo Rainforest Lodge Premium Deluxe B/L/D 
Day 8 Danum Valley Borneo Rainforest Lodge Premium Deluxe B/L/D 
Day 9 Danum Valley Borneo Rainforest Lodge Premium Deluxe B/L/D 
Day 10 Danum Valley - Kota Kinabalu Marriott Hotel Kota Kinabalu Deluxe Seaview B/L 
Day 11 Departure Aloft B 
 
Internal Flight Details:   
Day 10 Lahad Datu (LDU) - Kota Kinabalu (BKI) MAS Wings ATR72  
 
International flights into Sandakan (SDK) & out of Kota Kinabalu (BKI) at your own arrangement 
 

 
 
 
 



Itinerary 
 
Day 1 
Arrival Sandakan 
Sepilok Nature Resort - Chalet 
Dinner 
 
Arrival at Sandakan, the former capital of British North Borneo from the years 1884-1946. The city was one of                   
the largest towns in Sabah in the early years with traders from Europe to Africa, Arabia to China, Indies to                    
Java and local Dusuns to Japanese. After World War II the capital was transferred to Jesselton, now Kota                  
Kinabalu. In the early years, Sandakan served as a major port for early settlers to Sabah, and most early                   
Chinese immigrants from Canton came through this port, hence once nick-named ‘Little Hong Kong’.  
 
Upon arrival, be met by your guide at the airport and transfer to Sepilok Nature Resort for your check in.                    
Make plans to meet with your guide for an introduction dinner and go over trip details. 
 
Day 2 
Sepilok 
Sepilok Nature Resort - Chalet 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
After breakfast, at 8AM head to the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre for a private tour of the facility                   
before it opens to the public with Dr Wong, the founder of the centre. This centre rescues captured sun bears                    
and is involved in sun bear conservation, welfare rehabilitation and education. Over 30 sun bears live at the                  
centre in the bear house and outdoor enclosures. Head next door visit to Sepilok Orangutan Sanctuary where                 
captive orangutans are reintroduced into the wild. You will be able to observe them at their feeding stations                  
in the rainforest and see a video presentation on the Orangutan’s rehabilitation program.  
 
Return to your resort for lunch. Enjoy a short break before heading out to explore the Rainforest Discovery                  
Center (RDC), part of the Kabili-Sepilok Forest Reserve. A well set-up environmental education center, it               
offers an excellent introduction to the uniqueness and importance of Borneo’s rainforests.  
 
Visit the 147m-long canopy walkway and enjoy a spectacular view of the beautiful rainforest at 28 metres                 
above ground. The walkway is also a fantastic area to spot birds and mammals. Stroll through the many trails                   
in the forest and visit the Plant Discovery Garden with about 250 species of native orchids in bloom. Borneo is                    
one of the world’s greatest centers for orchid diversity and has at least 1,200 species of orchids, many of                   
which are found nowhere else on earth. Return to the lodge for dinner and rest.  
 
Day 3 
Kinabatangan Floodplain 
Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort – Deluxe Chalet 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
Spend the morning birding with your guide or relaxing. Have an early lunch before departing for Sandakan                 
jetty to board a 2-hour boat ride to Abai on the Kinabatangan Floodplain. Leaving Sandakan bay behind, the                  
boat ride offers a coastal view of the area including the sandstone island of Berhala, once a leper colony. The                    
boat ride continues to snake through enchanting mangrove forests that line the coastal area before the river                 
snakes its way before onto the Kinabatangan River. 
 
Kinabatangan is one of Sabah’s most exceptional areas – influenced by the Sulu Sea and the rainfall of the                   
interior, the lower part of the river plain floods regularly, thus at least five distinct habitats have developed                  
contributing towards one of the most diverse concentrations of wildlife in Borneo. The Kinabatangan River is                
the largest and longest river in Sabah with a main channel of about 560km, a catchment area of about                   



16,880km sq and covers almost 23% of the total land area of Sabah. The area is the largest remaining forested                    
floodplain in the state and the lower Kinabatangan River contain some of the few surviving freshwater                
swamp rainforests and oxbow lakes in Southeast Asia.  
 
The Kinabatangan area is one of the only two known places on earth where 10 primate species can be found,                    
and these include the orang utan, proboscis monkey, macaques, red-leaf langur and Bornean gibbon, most of                
which are endemic to Borneo. Borneo’s eight species of hornbills can all be seen regularly in the Lower                  
Kinabatangan, including the Rhinoceros Hornbill. The Storm’s Stork, classified as Endangered by IUCN and              
Borneo’s last viable population of the Storm’s Stork, can also be seen here. The area is home to more than 200                     
species of birds, 8 of which are on Malaysia’s threatened bird species list. 
 
Check into your hotel and settle in. In late afternoon, go for an afternoon cruise in search of wildlife. Return to                     
your hotel for dinner.  
 
Day 4 
Kinabatangan River 
Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort – Deluxe Chalet 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
Wake up for an early morning cruise before breakfast. Spend the remainder of your morning birding in the                  
lodge area – myriads of birds in the canopy of the nearby trees - and visit the lodge’s colorful garden of                     
pitcher plants and orchids.  
 
At early afternoon, before your wildlife cruise, make a short visit to Abai village to see what local life is like on                      
the river. The Orang Sungai, ‘River People’, are of mixed descents and have lived on the river for many                   
generations. The Abai Homestay program is one of the several community tourism initiative promoted by               
Sticky Rice Travel with goals of empowering local community and creating additional livelihoods. Once              
mostly fishermen, alternative livelihoods today include tourism, small enterprises and a combination of             
government and conservation NGO jobs that was created when the floodplain was gazette as a protected area.  
 
After your visit to their village and farmlands, continue with your afternoon cruise in search of more wildlife.                  
Return to the lodge for dinner. After dinner, go on a night cruise in search of nocturnal wildlife before resting                    
for the night. 
 
Day 5 
Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
Tabin Wildlife Resort – River or Hill Lodge 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
After an early morning breakfast, depart Abai for a 2 hours upriver cruise to Sukau, one of the main                   
settlements on the Kinabatangan River. Upon arrival at Sukau jetty, transfer for 2 hours by land to Lahad                  
Datu, the gateway for your next destination - Tabin Wildlife Reserve. Stop en-route to visit Gomantong Cave,                 
an intricate cave system that is also the largest limestone outcrop in the Kinabatangan area. The cave is home                   
to swiftlets that produce the edible swiftlet nests, bats and the surrounding area also provides the                
opportunity to spot wild orang utans. 
 
From Lahad Datu, it is further 1.5hour land transfer into the Tabin Wildlife Resort. A nature and wildlife                  
reserve created in 1984 to preserve Sabah's disappearing wild animals and their habitat, the reserve occupies                
a large part of the peninsula forming the northern headland of Darvel Bay, located forty-eight kilometers east                 
of Lahad Datu. Tabin is Sabah's largest wildlife reserve, a sanctuary that covers 112,000 hectares, including                
9,000 hectares of primary unlogged forest. 
 
Tabin is truly a wildlife hotspot; all eight species of Borneo's hornbills have been recorded here, and on any                   
visit it is likely you will see at least three of them - the resident family of white crowned hornbill, rhinoceros                     



hornbill and wrinkled hornbill. The Borneo pygmy elephant is often seen across the river from the resort, and                  
gibbon calls wake you up in the morning. 
 
Some of Tabin's most important features are its mud volcanoes that serve as mineral salt licks for a lot of the                     
wildlife, and attract large mammals including elephants, wild cattle (Tembadau), and bearded pigs. During              
your visit, you will trek to one of the mud volcanoes, visit a waterfall, and go on night drives in search of                      
nocturnal wildlife. 
 
Check in and wander around the surrounding areas - the Lipad river area is home to a surprising variety of                    
birds, insects and small mammals. Discover the rich variety of jungle herbs, some endemic, used for                
generations by local folks for the treatment of various ailments. 
 
In the afternoon, trekking from the Elephant trail to the active Lipad mud volcano which provides a mineral                  
salt lick for wildlife, arrive at the elevated bare area of the mud volcano which is frequented by wildlife and                    
birds. Try to identify the multitude of animal footprints here. The adventurous can try the effects of the                  
volcanic mud, said to be responsible for a fine complexion. Trek from the mud volcano back to the main road.                    
After dinner, go on a night safari in search of wildlife. 
 
Day 6 
Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
Tabin Wildlife Resort – River or Hill Lodge 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
Take an early morning nature walk, then after breakfast, hike to the mud volcano, where salt-enriched mud                 
bubbles up and attracts many different animals. Climb the observation tower for great views of the                
surrounding forest. Learn about Sumatran rhino conservation efforts during a special meeting with the              
executive director of the Borneo Rhino Alliance. Upon arrival you will be greeted and accompanied by Dr John                  
Payne, the Executive Director of Borneo Rhino Alliance (BORA), a non-profit with the mission of saving the                 
species from extinction via its breeding management program - with the sole goal of producing baby rhinos.                 
Attend a short presentation of BORA’s work before visiting the rhinos in their enclosure. 
 
Day 7 
Danum Valley Conservation Area 
Borneo Rainforest Lodge – Premium Deluxe 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
Depart Tabin after breakfast for a 1.5hour back to Lahad Datu before being transferred 2hours to a jungle                  
paradise that is Danum Valley. Covering 43,800hectares, Danum Valley Conservation Area is one of the               
largest and best-protected expanse of pristine lowland forest remaining in Southeast Asia. It is home to more                 
than 340 species of birds, 124 species of mammals, 72 species of reptiles, 56 species of amphibians and a                   
staggering 200 species of plants per hectare. 
  
Your home for the next three nights is Borneo Rainforest Lodge, a 5-star, award-winning exclusive jungle                
lodge, tucked deep in pristine primary rainforest with a magnificent setting by the Danum River. Check into                 
the lodge upon arrival and settle in before enjoying a scrumptious lunch spread. After a short rest, your guide                   
will give you an introduction to Danum Valley and trails surrounding the lodge - go on a walk to spot wildlife                     
in the area. After dinner, go on a guided night safari to spot nocturnal creatures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 8 & 9 
Danum Valley Conservation Area 
Borneo Rainforest Lodge – Premium Deluxe 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 
In two full days, lose yourself in the immense beauty of untouched nature as you watch the sun rises atop                    
huge tree canopies during the morning sunrise activity. Learn of forest regeneration and understand the               
complexity of the 130 million year old rainforest in one of the last places of its kind. See waterfalls, walk the                     
Canopy Walk and visit ancient Orang Sungai burial sites where ancient wooden carvings and coffins can be                 
seen. Your next few days will be spent walking and trekking in the forest in hope of seeing a mother orang                     
utan with her baby, Wallace’s flying frog, Bornean gibbon or the elusive Clouded Leopard during your night                 
drives.  
 
Day 10 
Kota Kinabalu City 
Marriott Hotel Kota Kinabalu - Deluxe Seaview Room 
Breakfast, Lunch 
 
After an early morning walk, return to the lodge for breakfast before checking out and returning to Lahad                  
Datu, your gateway to Kota Kinabalu. 
 
Arrival at Kota Kinabalu, formerly known as Jesselton. In the late 1800s, the British North Borneo Company                 
began to establish colonies throughout North Borneo and the name Jesselton was derived from the name of                 
the Vice Chairman of the Company, Sir Charles Jessel. Jesselton was a major trading post of North Borneo,                  
dealing in rubber, rattan, honey and wax. Today, Kota Kinabalu is a city of 700,000 inhabitants and the                  
gateway to Sabah’s rainforests and reefs. It is named after Mt Kinabalu, situated about 50km northeast of the                  
city. Kinabalu is derived from the name Aki Nabalu meaning the ‘revered place of the dead’. Aki means                  
‘ancestors’ and Nabalu is a name for the mountain in the Dusun language. 
 
Upon arrival short transfer to your hotel. Check-in at your hotel located at the heart of the city. Your room                    
offers a view of Gaya Bay and the surrounding islands in the Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park.  
 
Day 11 
Departure 
Breakfast 
 
After breakfast, free at leisure until your return to Kota Kinabalu International Airport for your flight home. 
 
 

End of Sticky Rice Travel Services  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Detailed Inclusion & Exclusion 
 

Inclusions: 
Day 1 – 1 night in Sepilok at Sepilok Nature Resort – Chalet – D 
Day 2 - Excursion Sun Bear Conservation Center, Sepilok Orang Utan Rehabilitation Center and Rainforest 
Discovery Center including entrance & camera fees 
Day 2 - 1 night in Sepilok at Sepilok Nature Resort – Chalet – B/L/D 
Day 3 & 4 – 2 nights in Kinabatangan Floodplain at Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort – Deluxe Chalet – 
B/L/D and scheduled in-house activities such as day and night cruises on join-in basis, additional excursion to 
Abai village 
Day 5 & 6 - 2 nights at Tabin Wildlife Reserve at Tabin Wildlife Resort – River or Hill Lodge – B/L/D and 
scheduled in-house activities on join-in basis, additional visit to the Borneo Rhino Alliance 
Day 7, 8 & 9 – 3 nights at Danum Valley Conservation Area at Borneo Rainforest Lodge – Premium 
Deluxe – B/L/D and scheduled in-house activities on join-in basis, additional excursion to morning sunrise 
Day 10 - B/L, Seat in Plane – Lahad Datu (LDU) to Kota Kinabalu (BKI) – Economy Class 
Day 10 - 1 night in Kota Kinabalu at Marriott Hotel – Deluxe Seaview  
Day 11 - Departure transfer back to Kota Kinabalu International Airport 
 
➢ All connecting land, boat & flight transfers  
➢ Meals and activities as stated in program 
➢ Incidental tipping throughout 
➢ Private Sticky Rice Travel nature guide throughout 
 
Exclusions: 
➢ International flights 
➢ Travel insurance  
➢ Tip or gratuity for accompanying Sticky Rice Travel nature guide throughout 
➢ All expenses of personal nature i.e. telephone calls, laundry, etc. 
➢ Alcoholic beverages 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How to Book Your Wild Borneo Adventure 
Please contact Ms Magdalene Thien, Travel Consultant at Sticky Rice Travel. We will try our best to                 
accommodate your preferred departure date. Should you have any questions, please contact Ms Magdalene              
Thien directly at magdalene@stickyricetravel.com or +6088.203.026 for further assistance. 
 
Terms & Conditions of Booking 
 
Travel Period 
This program is valid for travel between 4th June 2019 to 4th June 2020 with blockout months set on March -                     
April and July - October. All departure arrangements must be finalised 45 days prior, any cancellation under                 
this period will not be entertained and will be considered used. Travelers are highly encouraged to purchase                 
travel insurance for trip interruption or cancellation. 
 
Approximate Retail Value 
16,500USD 
 
Physical Requirements 
MODERATE. Travelers must be able to walk up to 2 miles on uneven ground at a steady pace. While the                    
mileage and terrain are not especially difficult, it is the heat and humidity that can make this trip somewhat                   
challenging. Shorter walks are available in most areas in place of more strenuous activities for those who                 
prefer this.   
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