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Introduction

Using The Tough Questions

If you’ve taught students for a while, you know they ask tough questions . . . questions that don’t have easy
answers, questions that can make you struggle to know how to respond. When those questions are about God
and His Word, the tough questions can be life-changing. is six-session study is designed to provide the biblical
context and teaching plan for dealing with some of the toughest, but most often asked, questions that can impact
faith.

What We Believe

Our studies are based on Eight Essential Truths that are consistently presented throughout the Bible. These
Eight Essential Truths can be downloaded from the Eight Essential Truths tab.

For the Teacher

This study is designed to give you, the teacher, an accurate understanding of the Bible passage. That includes
understanding the history behind the passage as well as what the passage means. Plus, the study includes easy
to follow teaching activities to help students understand what the Bible says as they search for answers to these
and other tough questions. The study provides teaching activities for you to choose from based on how you
teach, whether you teach through interactive activities (when you keep the students busy digging into the
Scripture) or through lecture and discussion (when you provide the information and students respond).

For the Student

The teaching plan is created around the developmental needs of students (younger students and older students).

Activities for younger students (6th through 8th/9th grades) are created to keep students actively involved while
learning foundational truths from Scripture.

Activities for older students (9th/10th through 12th grades) are created to involve students in the learning
process while challenging them to clarify what they believe.

Master Teacher Options are created to encourage students to express what they’re thinking and learning, even
in a master teacher setting.
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Where Do You Begin?

There’s a lot included in the pages of these lessons. Don’t let it overwhelm you because you can look at only the
activities that fit your teaching style and your students.

Here’s how to use the material:

1. Read the commentary (Tip: Take notes on Post-Its and place them in your Bible) and pray for your students.

2. Scan the teaching plan and highlight the activities that have been written with your group in mind (4 activities
in all):

• One Connect activity
• One Teaching Plan (either the Interactive Key Study or the Master Teacher Key Study)
• One additional Explore activity that helps students engage with the passage
• One Transform activity that helps students make the learning personal

3. Prepare the lesson using those 4 activities.

4. Don’t forget to make copies of the Family Devotion to send home with students.

What's Next?

When you’ve finished this study, we invite you to look at our other Student Bible Studies. Our newest series is
LAUNCH into Faith, an on-going Bible study that encourages your students to plunge into Scripture to
strengthen their faith.
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Lesson Overview

Biblical Passage John 14:1–7

Supporting Passages Matthew 9:35–38, 24:14; John 3:1–21; Acts 4:8–12; Romans 10:11–14; Titus 3:3–8

Memory Verse John 14:6

Biblical Truth Jesus is the only way to God the Father.

Biblical Context

This lesson begins the course titled Tough Questions. Each lesson will examine
how the Bible answers some of the big questions that students ask. This first
lesson addresses the question, “Is Jesus really the only way to heaven?” We live
in a society that is increasingly both pluralistic and universalistic. Students are
growing up in and creating a culture in which almost all religions are to not only
be respected and tolerated but also validated. Many wonder about the eternal
destination of good people who adhere to other faiths. They question what
happens to any who don’t hear about Jesus and whether Jews, Muslims, and
Christians all basically worship the same God. When this line of inquiry
continues, it inevitably leads to having to confront whether the Bible, God’s
Word, really teaches that Jesus claimed to be the only way to get to God. Today’s
lesson presents the fact that it does and leads students to consider what then is
their response.

Learning Goals
• Explore: Students will understand that Jesus is the only way to God the Father.
• Transform: Students will identify people in their life who need to hear the
truth about Jesus.

Prayer Suggestions
As you prepare to teach this lesson, pray for your students.
• Pray that students will understand the exclusive place of Jesus as Savior.
• Pray that students will agree that faith in Jesus is necessary for salvation.
• Pray that students will commit to proclaim the gospel to their lost friends.
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Biblical Commentary

Investigation

The Jewish religious leaders during the time of Christ held much political power. Although ruled by Romans,
daily issues as well as court cases were often settled by the Jewish leaders and rulers without interference from
Roman authorities. At the very least, Jewish leaders were often able to influence the decisions of Roman courts,
as was evidenced in the outcome of Jesus’ trials. The religious leaders of the Jewish people had longed to end His
ministry. In John 13, Jesus had the Last Supper with His disciples, He foretold Judas’ betrayal, and the Jewish
leaders’ plot to kill Jesus began to take action. He knew that His physical ministry in the world was coming to a
close. Understanding this, Jesus began in chapter 14 to give His disciples vital information that would be crucial
to their wellbeing as well as the spread of the gospel.

Jesus had previously explained that He would not always be with them in physical form. After the Last Supper,
He again insisted that He would soon leave them. The disciples were frightened by the talk of Jesus leaving
them, so in John 14:1–7 Jesus provided His disciples with a comforting truth regarding their security in Him. He
was going to make a place for them with the Father and then return for them. He was the way to the Father,
which meant that in knowing Him they would be secure.

Importance

This passage teaches the Essential Truth that Jesus is God and Savior. His words recorded in John 14:1–7
demonstrate Jesus’ position as the only way to heaven. He is the One who went to prepare a place for believers.
He is the One with the authority to designate the way to God, and He clearly indicated that He is the only way to
have a relationship with God now and in eternity. In verse 7, He also makes it very clear that He is coequal with
God. To know Jesus is to know God.

This passage also touches on other Essential Truths: People are God's Treasure and Salvation is by Faith
Alone.

Interpretation

John 14:1 The disciples were upset by the news that one of their own would betray Jesus and that He was
leaving them (John 13:21–35). He instructed them first to not let their “hearts be troubled” (v. 1). He told them
to instead trust, or have faith, in Him. Their belief in God was not merely one of intellectual assent. Rather, their
belief in God translated into real, active faith. Jesus called His disciples to have the same faith in Him as they did
in God—as He would again tell them, He was one with God. Their belief led them to a relationship with Him in
which they could trust that He was acting for God’s glory but also for their good.
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John 14:2–3 Jesus continued to validate the disciples’ trust in Him by describing His intention to prepare a
place for them to dwell with Him. He claimed that there were “many rooms”, or places of rest, for them in His
Father’s house (v. 2). Jesus was not intending for His followers to believe that He was going to physically build
rooms in an actual house. Instead, the “Father’s house” was meant to be a representation of heaven—the
dwelling place of God. There was no need to fear; Jesus wasn’t going to forget them or leave any of them out. In
fact, He promised to come back for them and take them to the place where He would be. The verb translated as
“take” is the same verb used in Luke 9:28 to describe Jesus bringing Peter, James, and John along for His journey
to the mountain where He would be transfigured. It indicates that Jesus will come for believers personally and
bring them back with Him to His dwelling place.

John 14:4–6 Jesus finished His statement by assuring the disciples that they already knew the way to the place
where He was going. This statement confused Thomas and probably the others too. Thomas confessed that they
really didn’t know where He was going at all: How could they know the way to a place they knew nothing about?
Jesus answered with a statement that clarified not only His conversation with Thomas but also His place as
Messiah. He told Thomas that He was “the way” (v. 6) There’s no need to wonder or guess about the way to the
Father. As “the way”, Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament’s teaching about exclusive access to God. For example,
the curtain in the Temple, the High Priest’s sole access to the Holy of Holies, and God’s choice of Aaron to
represent Israel before God are all examples of God’s exclusion from His people. No human invention could
provide access, despite its sincerity. Jesus fulfilled this teaching be being the exclusive way to provide access to
God. Jesus is not a way to God—He is the only way.

Jesus also stated that He is “the truth, and the life” (v.6). He is the truth in that He is revelation of the one true
God in flesh before people. He came in person to deliver the clear message of God. While other messages about
Him might have been twisted or filtered by men, He wanted His followers to know that He is the unadulterated
truth. As “the life,” He is also the incarnate offer of eternal life that God presents to all people. So Jesus was not
simply a teacher who provided faithful moral instruction—He is the truth before all people. He is not simply an
example of a life lived well—He is the provider of eternal life. In short, He is the only way to God.

John 14:7 Jesus closed His thought by addressing the whole group. He explained that if they knew Him, then
they knew the Father. This is an unqualified statement of equality with God. Jesus is God. Because He is God, the
disciples have known Him. This statement supports everything that He previously promised; He has the
authority to guarantee the fulfillment of all that He promised. Their place with God was secure. Their way was
provided through Him. They had no need to fear or doubt because God Himself was standing before them,
reassuring them.

Implications

Jesus is the only way to be with God. Many world religions point other ways. Some point to many ways. In John
14:1–7, however, Jesus made it clear that the only way to a relationship with God and eternal life is found in Him.
The world doesn’t like this line of thought. Today’s culture often claims that Christians are bigoted, foolish, and
filled with hate because they hold to the exclusivity of Christ. Though John 14:6 can be seen as a statement of
exclusivity, Jesus never excludes anyone from finding the way to God. In fact, He plainly points the
way—Himself. This, then, is not a statement of exclusion and separation. It is a statement of love. John 3:17 says
that “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” Can you
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remember a time when you had a hard time believing that Jesus was the only way to God? If so, what were the
emotions that went along with that doubt? How can you paint a picture for your students of an inclusive God who
uses an exclusive way to Himself? How can you encourage them to stand up for what they believe in the face of
false accusation (such as being labeled a bigot or uncultured)?

Students today are bombarded with a relativistic culture. Any claims about belief or morality that propose one
way is “right” and others are “wrong” garners negative attention, name-calling, protests, and general disdain.
Standing up for truth is difficult. Intimately knowing others who are opposed to your beliefs and still maintaining
faith in the truth is even more difficult. It seems that the more diverse our immediate surroundings become, the
more difficult it is to discern and stand for one’s convictions. Help students to understand that God lovingly gave
Christ not to exclude people from heaven but to provide a sure way for anyone who believes to have a
relationship with God. Providing one sure way is definitely more loving than providing a myriad of ways that are
unsure. Help students to understand that standing on the truth of God’s Word is something that they do not have
to fear. They can rest confidently in His promises.
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Teaching Plan

Connect

Especially for Younger Students: Doodle Puzzle
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will create pictures to illustrate the variations on Jesus’ teachings in the world today.
Provide paper, markers, pens, dry erase board, and dry erase marker.

Distribute the paper, markers, and pens. On the dry erase board, draw a squiggly doodle of some kind.
Instruct students to copy the doodle on the center of their paper using a marker. Say: Using your pen,
draw a picture incorporating the doodle within it. Your picture must include the doodle, but
you may use it in any appropriately creative that way you want. After one minute, collect all of the
pictures.

Show off each drawing. Then ask: What did you find to be the most difficult part of this task? After
students share, point out that students had complete freedom to make whatever picture they wanted to
with the doodle. Explain that sometimes our culture does the same thing with Jesus’ teaching. Say:
Sometimes people think that they can ignore Jesus’ teachings or make them into something
that He never intended. Explain that today we are going to take a good look at what Jesus told us
about heaven, and we will discover the truth that God has given us in the Bible—that Jesus is the only
way and that we don’t have the authority to change that truth.

Especially for Older Students: Q-&-A Walk
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will answer questions that have only one correct answer.
Print one copy of the “Q-&-A Walk” activity sheet. Before class begins, create a path wide enough for two
people to stand side by side beginning near the front of the room and ends at the opposite side of the
room. Use masking tape to mark off the start and finish lines.

Divide your class into two teams, then instruct each team to choose a representative to be the team’s
“walker.” Explain that the first team whose “walker” makes it across the finish line wins. Provide the
following rules:

You will ask each team a series of questions.
Each question has only one correct answer.
If you answer correctly, the “walker” may take a step forward.
An incorrect answer means two steps backward.
You have 10 seconds to answer each question before it goes to the next team.
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Flip a coin to determine the starting team, then begin. Use the questions on the “Q-&-A Walk” activity
sheet to play the game. After one team has won or you run out of questions, congratulate the team who
got the farthest. Then ask: Why weren’t you shocked that there was only one answer to each
question? After students respond, ask: Why do so many people feel shocked when we say that
Jesus is the only answer to this question: “How can I have eternal life?” Explain that as believers
we are faced with many huge questions about our faith but that there are some questions that we know
only have one answer. Say: Today we will explore what Christ had to say about salvation and the
way to eternity with God.

Master Teacher Option: Q-&-A Walk
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will answer questions that have only one correct answer.
Print one copy of the “Q-&-A Walk” activity sheet. Before class begins, create a path wide enough for two
people to stand side by side beginning near the front of the room and ends at the opposite side of the
room. Use masking tape to mark off the start and finish lines.

Divide your class into two teams, then instruct each team to choose a representative to be the team’s
“walker.” Explain that the first team whose “walker” makes it across the finish line wins. Provide the
following rules:

You will ask each team a series of questions.
Each question has only one correct answer.
If you answer correctly, the “walker” may take a step forward.
An incorrect answer means two steps backward.
You have 10 seconds to answer each question before it goes to the next team.

Flip a coin to determine the starting team, then begin. Use the questions on the “Q-&-A Walk” activity
sheet to play the game. After one team has won or you run out of questions, congratulate the team who
got the farthest. Then ask: Why weren’t you shocked that there was only one answer to each
question? After students respond, ask: Why do so many people feel shocked when we say that
Jesus is the only answer to this question: “How can I have eternal life?” Explain that as believers
we are faced with many huge questions about our faith but that there are some questions that we know
only have one answer. Say: Today we will explore what Christ had to say about salvation and the
way to eternity with God.

Explore

Key Study: Is Jesus Really the Only Way to Heaven?
(15–20 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will study John 14:1-7 to better understand that Jesus is the only way to eternal life.
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Print a copy of the Student Worksheet for each student. Also provide pens, dry erase board, and dry
erase marker.

Learning Goal: Students will understand that Jesus is the only way to God the Father.

Say: There are many kind, sincere, and smart people who have various ideas about how to get
to heaven. Ask: What are some ideas that you have heard? (Possible answers: All religions have the
same god with a different name. My parents were Christians, so I’m automatically going to heaven. We
all can find our own path to heaven. All paths lead to God if you are sincere. You have to work hard to
earn God’s favor.) Record responses on the dry erase board, and then instruct students to look at all of
the answers on the board. Ask: If any of these could be right, or if more than one were right, how
confusing would it be to us if we want to know for sure? Emphasize that this is a big question and
that God wants us to be secure in what we believe so that there is no confusion.

Explain that on the Thursday night of Passion Week—the last week of Jesus’ life—Jesus ate a meal with
His disciples. As He talked with them, He began to prepare them for His upcoming death, resurrection,
and ascension. Say: Today’s passage allows us to examine what Jesus had to say about this big
question.

1.  Jesus has a plan for His followers to be with Him forever (John 14:1-3).

Enlist a volunteer to read John 14:1–3. Use the biblical commentary to explain that Jesus had just told His
disciples that He would be leaving them. Ask: How do you think the disciples would felt when they
heard that their leader of three years would be leaving them? After students share their answers,
point out that we know that they were scared because of the way that Jesus addressed them. Distribute
pens and copies of the Student Worksheet. Ask: Why did Jesus tell His disciples that they shouldn’t
be troubled? Instruct students to work with a partner to complete the “No Fear” activity on the
worksheet. After one or two minutes, invite students to share their answers. Point out that Jesus told His
disciples that they could trust Him in the same way that they had learned to trust God. Say: Jesus also
told His disciples that they didn’t have to worry because He had an eternal plan for them: He
was leaving, but He would return for them and take them with Him to dwell with God for
eternity. Encourage students to write plan, followers, and forever in the blanks on the first line of their
worksheets.

2. Jesus’ plan for eternal life is only through Him (John 14:4-6).

Enlist a student to read John 14:4–6. Then instruct students to fill in the three statements in the “I Am”
activity on the worksheet. (Answers: Jesus is the way, Jesus is the truth, and Jesus is the life.) Ask: What
comes to mind when you read that Jesus is “the way”? (a street, directions, paths, a map) Remind
students that under the Old Covenant (in the Old Testament), only the high priest could enter into God’s
presence—and then once a year. Emphasize that God limited access to Himself to only selected persons,
and they had to follow strict guidelines. Explain that when Jesus said that He was “the way,” He was
alluding to this restricted access to God. Remind students that God is holy and that sinners cannot work
their way to Him. Say: The only way that sinners can have a relationship with God is through
Jesus. He is the only access to God—the way.

Ask: What comes to mind when you read that Jesus is the truth? (Truth comes from knowing Jesus.
The Bible is true. Jesus speaks the truth. We should believe what He says.) After students have shared
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their thoughts, point out that Jesus didn’t say that He was a truth—He said that He was the truth. Ask:
What is the difference in being the truth and just one of many truths? Emphasize that Jesus
wanted His followers to know that He is the true God—not one of many, not a false god—the one true
God. Point out that sincere belief and actions in and for the wrong god is still a false religion that leads to
eternal death.

Ask: What comes to mind when you read that Jesus is “the life”? (eternal life, no more death, being
alive in Christ) Jesus just told His disciples that He was going to come back for them and take
them to live with God forever. If He didn’t have the authority to give them eternal life, how
could He make that promise to them? Point out that Jesus not only wanted to take His disciples to
heaven, but He also had the authority to do so. Encourage students to complete the second line on their
worksheets with only through Him.

3. Jesus is the one true Lord (John 14:7).

Call on a student to read John 14:7. Emphasize the Essential Truth that Jesus is God and Savior.
Explain that Jesus not only wanted to save us, but as the one true God He had the authority and means to
do it. Say: Jesus wasn’t just a good teacher—He is God, and He clearly leaves no room to believe
otherwise when He speaks in this verse. Encourage students to write one and Lord in the blanks on
the third line of their worksheets.

Explain that when we start accepting ideas about eternal life from our culture instead of God’s Word, we
are saying that the Bible isn’t fully true all of the time. Say: God was and is so merciful to give us a
way to live in His presence forever, and He made the way very clear to everyone: Only faith in
Jesus Christ provides a way to eternal life in heaven.

Master Teacher Key Study: Is Jesus Really the Only Way to Heaven?
(15–20 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will study John 14:1–7 to better understand that Jesus is the only way to eternal life.
Download the Master Teacher Key Study. Print one copy for your own use. Also download the Master
Teacher Student Worksheet. Print a copy for each learner. Also provide pens.

Learning Goal: Students will understand that Jesus is the only way to God the Father.

Pass out pens and copies of the Master Teacher Student Worksheet. Then use the Master Teacher Key
Study to teach John 14:1–7.

Especially for Younger Students: Certain Promises
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will discuss the promises of God.
Provide paper and pens.

Learning Goal: Students will understand that Jesus is the only way to God the Father.

Ask: Why can we trust the promises of God? As students respond, remind them that because He is
the one true God, He has the ability, authority, and desire to keep all of His promises. Acknowledge that
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living in our world, where many people are intolerant of our biblical understanding of Jesus and heaven,
can be discouraging. Explain that one way to battle this discouragement and stay strong in our faith is to
continually remind ourselves of the promises of God. Distribute paper and pens at this time. Enlist six
students to read the following verses:

Numbers 23:19a (God doesn’t lie or change His mind.)
Isaiah 30:18 (God is just but desires to show grace and mercy.)
2 Corinthians 1:20 (God will keep all of His promises.)
Galatians 6:9 (Don’t give up doing what God has commanded, but patiently keep obeying Him.)
Hebrews 10:23 (Don’t compromise your convictions because God is always faithful.)
2 Thessalonians 3:3 (The Lord is faithful and is for you.)

Instruct students to listen as each verse is read and to write down each promise or reassurance from
God. Allow students to respond. Use the possible answers that are provided beside the verse reference to
lead the discussion. Emphasize that God is always faithful and that we can count on Him to be the way,
truth, and life even when people around us challenge our faith. Encourage your students to put these
verses somewhere to remind them constantly of God’s unfailing promises.

Especially for Older Students: More Evidence
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will discuss other passages that talk about Christ as the only way to eternal life.
Provide a dry erase board and dry erase marker.

Learning Goal: Students will understand that Jesus is the only way to God the Father.

Explain that the Bible leaves no room for salvation apart from faith in Christ through grace. Say: There
are more passages that speak to the exclusivity of Christ besides the one that we studied today.
We’re going to look at a few more right now. Call on three volunteers to read the following passages:
John 3:16–21, Acts 4:10–12, and Romans 10:11–14.

Create three columns on the dry erase board with the headings “God,” “Jesus,” and “Us. After each
student reads his or her passage, ask: What does this passage say about God, about Jesus, and
about us? Record responses in the appropriate column on the board. Use the possible answers below to
help guide the discussion:

John 3:16–21 (God loved us so much that He made a way for sinners to have everlasting life
through Jesus Christ alone. Jesus came and sacrificed Himself for the world. He was sinless and
blameless. We loved the darkness and ran from the light, but because of Christ we can have
eternal life.)
Acts 4:10–12 (God raised Jesus from the dead. Christ was rejected by men, but He is the only way
that we can have salvation. We are prone to sin but can be forgiven through Jesus.)
Romans 10:11–14 (The Lord is the Lord of all people—anyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved. We are loved by God but not because of anything that we have done.)

Say: So now we know what the Bible tells us: Only those who call on the name of Jesus will be
saved. Point out that God was motivated by love for people when He made a way for us to have a
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relationship with Him—He wasn’t trying to exclude anyone, but instead designed one sure way for all
people to be in relationship with Him.

Transform

Deeper Discussion
(5–10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will discuss how to respond to criticism of Christ as the only way to eternal life.

Learning Goal: Students will identify people in their life who need to hear the truth about Jesus.

Use the following questions to lead students in a discussion:

What can you tell a friend who calls you “judgmental” when you talk of Jesus as the only
way to heaven?
How can we better equip ourselves to answer questions about Christianity compared to
other religious views?
With what kind of attitude should we share the gospel with others who believe something
different from what we believe?
How can we be loving and respectful toward others while maintaining our convictions?

Conclude by praying that your students will be prepared to share with others the reasons why placing
their faith in Jesus is the only way they can experience eternal life.

Especially for Younger Students: Circle of Influence
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will discuss how to share Christ with different kinds of people in their life.
Provide paper and pens.

Learning Goal: Students will identify people in their life who need to hear the truth about Jesus.

Say: The incredible good news of Christ is too good and too important to keep to ourselves. We
are charged with the task of sharing the Word of God with the world!

Distribute paper and pens to students. Instruct them to draw three circles on their paper and label the
circles with “Friends,” “Acquaintances,” and “Strangers.” Instruct students to identify people who would
fall in these categories. (Explain that strangers aren’t necessarily people they haven’t met but people
they don’t know well, such as a store clerk or bank teller.) After a moment, direct students to think about
people in each category who need to know the truth about Christ. Say: It can be hard to share the
truth with a stranger and even harder to share the truth with a good friend. But we know that
Jesus is the true way to heaven, and we can share this! Ask: What are some ways that we can
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share Christ with these people? Lead students to brainstorm ways to talk about Jesus with others by
suggesting actions such as praying over our meals, inviting people to church, asking someone how you
can pray for them, sharing your testimony, talking about how God is currently working in your life,
talking about what you’re learning in your personal Bible study, or just speaking of Jesus whenever the
conversation allows.

Conclude the activity by challenging students to pray for specific opportunities to share with these
friends, acquaintances, and strangers this week.

Especially for Older Students: Proactive
(10 minutes, easy set up)
Students will discuss ways to be proactive with the news of Christ as the way to eternal life.
Provide a dry erase board and dry erase marker.

Learning Goal: Students will identify people in their life who need to hear the truth about Jesus.

Direct students to read Matthew 9:35–38. Then ask: To whom did Jesus tell His followers to go?
(Answer: the crowds in all the towns and villages) Point out that in this case Jesus wasn’t just reaching
out to His next-door neighbors—He was reaching out to all people. Explain that our mission field starts
here at home, but it doesn’t end here because the entire world needs to hear the truth about Jesus Christ
and the truth about His salvation. Ask: With Jesus as our example, what does this passage call us
to do? (have compassion, share the gospel, pray for workers) Record responses on the dry erase board.
Discuss each of the three actions with students, inviting them to describe what each one means
practically in a global context. Emphasize the following basic definitions:

Compassion: loving and caring for others around the world.
Prayer: interceding for those who are working around the world and for others to be sent.
Working: going and serving on mission around the world.

As a class, discuss ways that they can serve and reach the world in those three areas. Encourage
students to be specific and think about questions such as: What missionaries from your church and
community need help and prayer? Are there international students in your town you could meet? Are
there mission trips that the youth could go on? Write all of the possibilities on the board, and then
conclude by praying that students will choose one way to share the truth with someone this coming
week.

Master Teacher Option: Circle of Influence
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will discuss how to share Christ with different kinds of people in their life.
Provide paper and pens.

Learning Goal: Students will identify people in their life who need to hear the truth about Jesus.

Say: The incredible good news of Christ is too good and too important to keep to ourselves. We
are charged with the task of sharing the Word of God with the world!
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Distribute paper and pens to students. Instruct them to draw three circles on their paper and label the
circles with “Friends,” “Acquaintances,” and “Strangers.” Instruct students to identify people who would
fall in these categories. (Explain that strangers aren’t necessarily people they haven’t met but people
they don’t know well, such as a store clerk or bank teller.) After a moment, direct students to think about
people in each category who need to know the truth about Christ. Say: It can be hard to share the
truth with a stranger and even harder to share the truth with a good friend. But we know that
Jesus is the true way to heaven, and we can share this! Ask: What are some ways that we can
share Christ with these people? Lead students to brainstorm ways to talk about Jesus with others by
suggesting actions such as praying over our meals, inviting people to church, asking someone how you
can pray for them, sharing your testimony, talking about how God is currently working in your life,
talking about what you’re learning in your personal Bible study, or just speaking of Jesus whenever the
conversation allows.

Conclude the activity by challenging students to pray for specific opportunities to share with these
friends, acquaintances, and strangers this week.

Take Home Activity

Family Devotion
(10-15 minutes at home, easy set-up)
Distribute copies of the Family Devotion to students and encourage them to share the devotion with their
family.

A copy of the Family Devotion will be included in your lesson PDF download.



 Le� on 1: IS JESUS REA� Y THE ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN?

Q-&-A WALK

Biblical Passage: John 14:1–7

Q. Who was the � rst president of the United States?
A. George Washington

Q. What day does the United States celebrate 
as Independence Day?
A. July 4th

Q. Which person in the Bible heard God through 
a burning bush?
A. Moses

Q. Who was the oldest living person in the Bible?
A. Methuselah

Q. What was the name of the Beatles drummer?
A. Ringo Starr

Q. Who wrote the novel A Tale of Two Cities?
A. Charles Dickens

Q. How much money do a quarter, a dime, a nickel, 
and a penny make?
A. 41 cents

Q. Which president is on a � ve-dollar bill?
A. Abraham Lincoln

Q. Charles Shultz is famous for writing 
which comic strip?
A. Peanuts

Q. What is the � rst prime number?
A. 2

Q. What is the square root of 16?
A. 4

Q. Edinburgh is the capital of which European nation?
A. Scotland

Q. On April 29, 2011 Catherine Middleton married 
which member of the British royal family?
A. Prince William

Q. Chad is a country on which continent?
A. Africa

Q. Finish this phrase: Happy as a _____.
A. clam
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 Le� on 1: IS JESUS REA� Y THE ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN?
Biblical Passage: John 14:1–7

Memory Verse: John 14:6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me.”

1. Jesus has a _______________ for His _______________ to be with Him _______________ ( John 14:1–3).

2. Jesus’ plan for eternal life is _______________ through _______________ ( John 14:4–6).

3. Jesus is the _______________ true _______________ ( John 14:7).

SMA�  GROUP DISCU� ION QUESTIONS
• What can you tell a friend who calls you “judgmental” when you talk of Jesus as the only way to heaven?
• How can we better equip ourselves to answer questions about Christianity compared to 

other religious views?
• With what kind of attitude should we share the gospel with others who believe something 

di� erent from what we believe?
• How can we be loving and respectful toward others while maintaining our convictions?

No Fear
Use John 14:1–3 to describe why 
the disciples were not to be afraid.

I Am
Use John 14:6 to complete the statements.

 Jesus is:

 Jesus is: 

 Jesus is:

Something to think about . . .
Jesus is not one of many ways to approach God, nor is He the best of several ways; He is the only 
way.—A. W. Tozer

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright (c) Life Bible Study, 2017. All rights reserved. Permission is granted for reproduction only for the study of Life Bible Study 
curriculum by a licensed church during the licensed year. No online or other duplication is permitted.
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SLBS: Tough Questions 
Lesson 1, Master Teacher Key Study 
 

IS JESUS REALLY THE ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN? 
(15–20 minutes, easy set-up) 

Use this outline to share the Biblical Truth with students.  
The underlined words correspond to the blanks on the Master Teacher Student Worksheet. 

 
Introduction: Jesus gave His disciples clear instruction regarding His position as the only way to heaven. 
 
Description: Around the world and throughout history, there have been many thoughts on how one can 
have eternal life. For some, there seem to be many ways. Others believe that each person must find his 
or her own way and that no two ways are alike. God’s Word is clear when it comes to this topic. In John 
14:1–7, Jesus told His disciples about the place that He was preparing for them and the way to get there. 
He is the only way to heaven and eternal life. 
 
Illustration: THE MAiZE was first introduced to Utah in 1996 as the largest human-size cornfield maze in 
the western United States. After his first maze drew more than 18,000 visitors in only three weeks, Brett 
Herbst's “agritainment” concept was born and has gone on to challenge the wits of millions. Visitors 
fortunate enough to stumble onto the correct pathways have exited the maze in less than 30 minutes; 
others have wandered the puzzles for hours. Guests can’t make up their own way to escape the maze; 
they have to find the way provided by the creator. Likewise, our Creator made a way to Himself. 
 
 
1. Jesus has a plan for His followers to be with Him forever (John 14:1–3). 
 
Biblical Background: The disciples were scared. This passage comes on the night before Jesus’ 
crucifixion, when He told them that one of them was going to betray Him and that He would leave them! 
Jesus brought them comfort by helping them to understand that He wasn’t going to leave them out of His 
plan. He was going ahead to prepare a place for them to dwell with Him forever. Not only that, but He 
promised to come back to get them when the time was right. 
 
Illustration: The Thundershirt (www.thundershirt.com) claims to have "Best Solution for Dog Anxiety." 
The Thundershirt is a tight-fitting, neoprene jacket for your dog. The wrap creates pressure without 
restricting the dog's movement. "Pressure has a calming effect on the nervous system," the site says. "It's 
like a giant, wearable hug that never ends." When the disciples were gripped with anxiety, Jesus didn’t 
give them a “hug that never ends,” but He did give them a never-ending promise that He would provide a 
place for them to live with Him forever. 
 
Application: Sometimes we get discouraged or even wonder if God cares about us at all. Jesus cares 
and He has prepared a place for each believer in heaven. He hasn’t left us or forgotten about us. One day 
He will come back to take all of His people home. That’s a promise that we can be sure of! 
 
 
2. Jesus’ plan for eternal life is only through Him (John 14:4–6). 
 
Biblical Background: Thomas’ question was asked out of confusion. He didn’t get it. He asked, “How 
can we know the way when you haven’t told us where you are going?” This would be a perfectly 
legitimate question if Jesus was talking about a location that one could find on a map. Jesus, however, 
wasn’t talking about a physical address or point of destination. His destination was spiritual, not physical. 
Jesus replied, “I’m the way . . . No one comes the Father except through me.” He had already told them 
to trust in Him. Here, he pushed it to the extreme. Not only was He their best hope—He was their only 
hope. If their destination was heaven, then He was the only way to get there. 
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Illustration: In February 2011, a 63-year-old Oklahoma woman narrowly escaped injury when her rental 
car became stuck on train tracks in San Diego thanks to bad directions that she received from the 
vehicle's GPS. It was wet and dark outside, and the GPS directed the woman to turn left onto the railway, 
which she thought was a street. As the car became stuck on some gravel, she heard the sound of an 
oncoming train and got out of the car in the nick of time. Bad or misunderstood directions can cause big 
problems. Jesus was clear when He gave the disciples directions to the Father. He is the only way. 
 
Application: Jesus’ statement is clear. There is one way to heaven—He is it. There is only one real 
source of truth presented to people—He is it. There is only one source of eternal life—He is it. Christ’s 
words here, though, are motivated by love. We serve a Savior who has provided a way for all people to 
be saved. The fact that there is only one way is simply the truth, and it is love. It is much easier to offer 
one sure way to heaven than for humanity to guess which path might or might not be right for them. 
 
 
3. Jesus is the one true Lord (John 14:7). 
 
Biblical Background: Jesus closed this conversation with His disciples by clearly communicating that He 
is God. To know Jesus is to know the Father. To see Jesus is to see the Father. He is not just from God—
He is God. If the disciples were doubtful or uncertain of any of the things that He had told them, this 
provided some certainty. Jesus’ statement gave new meaning to everything that He had said. He is not 
just a deliverer of God’s message; He is God delivering the message. The disciples were being told that 
Jesus has the authority to make eternal promises and the power to keep them. 
 
Illustration: CBS’s “Undercover Boss” is a show in which TV cameras follow high-ranking executives 
who go undercover as entry-level employees. In one episode, Piotr Gal was chosen out of a group of 15 
individuals to teach “Edward” (Henrik Slipsager, president and CEO of ABM Industries) how to safely and 
properly clean high-rise windows. During the course of the show, Gal tells Slipsager that his 8-year-old 
son Matthew suffers from cerebral palsy and that insurance does not cover the effective intensive therapy 
needed to help build Matthew’s muscle function. At the end of the episode, Slipsager reveals his identity 
to Gal and then surprises him with a promotion and a one-month, all-expenses paid trip to Michigan, 
where Matthew will be able to undergo therapy. Slipsager has the authority to make those kinds of 
promises because he’s the one in charge. In a similar way, Jesus has the authority to make promises 
regarding our eternity because He is God—the one in charge. 
 
Application: Because Jesus is God and Savior, we can trust His promises. He has the authority to 
speak on eternal matters because He is eternal. He alone can redeem people from hell; therefore, He 
alone can make promises related to places set aside for us in heaven. Other world religions rely only on 
prophets and wise men who claim to have received a message about the path to climb up to God. Jesus, 
on the other hand, came down to us to bring the way to us through His own sacrifice. What a loving God 
we serve that He would come to us when we had no power to come to Him! We can trust Him. 
 
 
Conclusion: We can trust Jesus when He tells us that He is the only way to eternal life. 
 
Description: World religions teach that there are many paths to eternal life, enlightenment, or truth. The 
Bible is clear: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). Jesus is the only way to God. 
 
Application: We may feel significant pressure to conform to the mindset that all roads lead to the same 
goal and all the variations are simply differences of opinion and culture. The problem is that this is simply 
untrue. Jesus tells us very clearly that He is God and that the only way to eternal life is found in Him. The 
good news for the world is that Jesus wants all people to be forgiven and join His family. It is our duty to 
share this truth with the world. 



 Le� on 1: IS JESUS REA� Y THE ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN?
Biblical Passage: John 14:1–7

Memory Verse: John 14:6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me.”

1. Jesus has a _______________ for His _______________ to be with Him _______________ ( John 14:1–3).

2. Jesus’ plan for eternal life is _______________ through _______________ ( John 14:4–6).

3. Jesus is the _______________ true _______________ ( John 14:7).

SMA�  GROUP DISCU� ION QUESTIONS
• What can you tell a friend who calls you “judgmental” when you talk of Jesus as the only way to heaven?
• How can we better equip ourselves to answer questions about Christianity compared to 

other religious views?
• With what kind of attitude should we share the gospel with others who believe something 

di� erent from what we believe?
• How can we be loving and respectful toward others while maintaining our convictions?

No Fear
Use John 14:1–3 to describe why 
the disciples were not to be afraid.

I Am
Use John 14:6 to complete the statements.

 Jesus is:

 Jesus is: 

 Jesus is:

Something to think about . . .
Jesus is not one of many ways to approach God, nor is He the best of several ways; He is the only 
way.—A. W. Tozer

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright (c) Life Bible Study, 2017. All rights reserved. Permission is granted for reproduction only for the study of Life Bible Study 
curriculum by a licensed church during the licensed year. No online or other duplication is permitted.



 Le� on 1: IS JESUS REA� Y THE ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN?
Let’s imagine that you and your family are on a long trip and that you stopped for lunch at a delicious diner 
in a town along the way. After enjoying your lunch, you ask some of the locals for directions to the nearest gas 
station because your tank is running low. � ey all respond nonchalantly that you should just start driving and 
will eventually � nd a gas station. � ey say, “You will eventually � nd your way. We all will.” You would think that 
they were crazy! You would very kindly ask for speci� c directions because you know that you desperately need to 
know how to get gas for your car. � e locals then respond to you by saying that it is unkind to only want to go 
one way and that it would serve everyone much better to start out blindly and pave your own way to a full tank. 
� at would be a ridiculous conversation!

Read John 14:1–7. Jesus had come to the end of His earthly ministry, and He wanted to prepare the disciples 
for what was coming. He would soon die a brutal death and then be resurrected to sit at the right hand of the 
Father. He told His disciples not to be troubled by His departure but to believe that what He had been telling 
them was true. It was necessary for Him to go away so that through His death they could spend eternity with 
Him. He said that He would return for them and that there was enough room in heaven for anyone who truly 
believed. � omas asked a very sensible question: “Lord, we don’t know the way. How will we � nd our home with 
you?” Jesus assured him that the only way to heaven is found through a relationship with Jesus.

� is truth can be extremely hard to swallow in our culture. It seems so exclusive and so harsh to say that 
unless a person believes in the work of Jesus Christ and salvation that only comes through Him, he or she will 
spend eternity without God. Isn’t it easier to believe that all roads eventually lead to God and that God will 
just redeem us all in the end regardless of what we profess in life? � is is not what God tells us in Scripture, 
though. God is clear that Jesus Christ is the only way, the only truth, and the only eternal life. As believers, this 
truth should change the way that we talk about eternity in our culture, and it should show us the seriousness of 
sharing Christ with those around us.

CONNECTION QUESTIONS
1. Why does the truth about Jesus being the only way to salvation and heaven seem to be so 

o� ensive to others?

2. What happens to those who don’t profess salvation through Jesus Christ?

3. How was God’s provision of Christ a loving act? How can we share this love with others who don’t believe?

4. Who will you commit to praying for and pouring your life into so that they may know the life 
found in Jesus Christ?
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