
 
 

 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
As the discussion leader, there are a few things to keep in mind for your Life Group: 

• Pray for your group discussion time!  

• Review your notes from the sermon and familiarize yourself with the discussion questions prior to the meeting.   

• Choose a few questions from the guide which you feel will generate the most discussion in your group. 

• Read the passage as a group before launching into a discussion.   
 

Text: Romans 4:9-12 
 

Getting to Know Me: 
• As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? If you had the opportunity, would you still do that?  

• If you could look ten years into the future, would you? Why or why not?  

• What was the most significant thing you learned from the message today? 

Into the Bible: 
1. The main thing this passage discusses is justification. How does a full understanding of justification place a deeper 

emphasis on God’s work in our salvation? Why is this important?  
2. Read vv.6-9. What is the “blessing” that Paul is referring to in verse nine? Why is it such a blessing to be counted 

righteous apart from works?   
3. Read v.11 and Ephesians 1:3-5. What is the first thought that comes to mind when you hear that “long before he laid 

down earth's foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be made whole and holy by 
his love” (Eph. 1:4 MSG)? How does knowing this truth actually encourage a person to live a godly life?     

4. Read vv.10-11. How does knowing that we are justified through faith keep a person from falling into the trap of works 
based righteousness? If righteousness comes only through faith, and not by the things we do, why should a person 
still pray and read the Bible?   

5. Read v.11 and Ephesians 1:13-14. Since outward signs (like circumcision) are no longer necessary, what is the sign or 
seal that proves a person is actually a Christian? How does the inward change that the Holy Spirit brings manifest its 
self in visible, outward evidences?  

 

Application:  
1. For you, what is one area you struggle with that makes you feel guilty or unworthy of God’s love? How does 

understating justification help you to be better prepared to fight that issue?  
2. In what way does knowing that salvation comes only through faith, not works, actually encourage evangelism? Who 

are some people in your life which need to hear this message? What is one thing you can commit to do this week to 
share this good news with them?  

3. What was your understanding of salvation and works of righteousness when you first came to know Christ? How has 
that changed over time?  

4. Paul said in v.12 that righteousness would be counted to anyone who walked “in the footsteps of the faith that our 
father Abraham had” (ESV). For you personally, who has been an example in the faith which you have tried to follow? 
How can you be that to someone else?    

5. What is one thing from the message today or this discussion that has really hit home for you? What can you do to 
apply that truth to your life? 


