
 
 

 
Sermon Discussion Guide 
As the discussion leader, there are a few things to keep in mind for your Life Group: 

• Pray for your group discussion time!  

• Review your notes from the Sunday sermon and familiarize yourself with the discussion questions prior to your 
group meeting.   

• Choose a few questions from the guide which you feel will generate the most discussion in your group. 

• Read the passage as a group before launching into a discussion.   
 

Text: Romans 2:17-3:8  
 

Getting to Know Me: 
• What is one steadfast, unbendable rule in your home?   

• If you could look ten years into the future, would you? Why or why not?     

• What was the most significant thing you learned from the message today? 

Into the Bible: 
1. In vv.17-19 Paul warns of spiritual arrogance. What is spiritual arrogance? How can we recognize it in our lives?  
2. Read vv.21-24. In this passage Paul points out a list of behaviors that are hypocritical and thus dishonoring to God. 

What is the difference between a Christian who is battling sin and someone who is living hypocritically?   
3. In v.22 Paul uses the phrase, “you who abhor idols, do you rob temples?” as a metaphor for those who may not 

physically bow to idols, but do it spiritually. What is spiritual idolatry? How have you seen this in society today?    
4. Read v.24. How could the two-faced behavior of a Christian actually cause others to curse God? In what way can the 

sincere behavior of a Christian lead people to Christ?  
5. In vv.25-29 Paul brought up circumcision as an action people were relying on to be counted righteous before God. 

What are some things today that people often do to try and earn their salvation?  

6. Read vv.5-8. In this passage, Paul points out a line of thinking that tries to justify sin. In what way does justifying one’s 
sin reflect the condition of their heart?  

 

Application:  
1. This passage deals primarily with religious hypocrisy. Why is religious hypocrisy so dangerous? What are some things 

we can do to keep ourselves from becoming hypocritical?  
2. Paul spends extensive time in this passage warning of having a knowledge of God and the Bible, but not allowing that 

to affect one’s heart. How can we guard against having a cognitive understanding of God without having spiritual 
depth?   

3. In today’s Scripture, we see the danger of those who are trying to justify themselves through works. What is the 
balance between living a holy life and yet resting in God’s grace for our salvation?   

4. One of the themes of this passage is spiritual idolatry. What are some things in your life which have the potential to, 
or have already, become bigger than God? How can we guard against putting those things above God?  

5. What is one thing from the message today or this discussion that has really hit home for you? What can you do to 
apply that truth to your life?  


