
 

 
Sermon Discussion Guide 

       As the discussion leader, there are a few things to keep in mind for your Life Group: 

• Pray for your group discussion time!  

• Review your notes from the Sunday sermon and familiarize yourself with the discussion questions prior to your group 
meeting.   

• Choose a few questions from the guide which you feel will generate the most discussion in your group. For questions 
with multiple parts, find an answer to the first part before you read the next part to the group. These types of questions 
are designed to build on the answer of the previous part before moving on. 

 

      Getting to Know Me: 
• Do you have a phobia? If yes, what have you done to try and conquer it? 

• What is your favorite summer vacation you have ever taken? 

• What was the most significant thing you learned from the message today? 

Text: Mark 14:66-72 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Read vv.66-72. This passage of scripture detailing the “trial” Peter was facing can be contrasted with the trial that Jesus 

endured in the previous verses. Jesus had spent time praying to his Heavenly Father in the Garden of Gethsemane while 
Peter and the others were asleep. Therefore, Jesus was prepared to face what was ahead of him. Peter was not emotionally 
or mentally prepared to face what was before him. Talk about a time when the Lord strengthened you during a difficult time 
in your life. How were you able to draw from the Lord’s strength? How did that help you the next time you faced a difficult 
situation? 

2. It says in 2 Timothy 4:2 that we are to “be prepared in season and out of season.” In v.66, Peter finds himself in a courtyard 
outside of Jesus’ trial, seemingly hidden from anyone that would recognize him as a follower of Jesus. He is questioned by a 
servant girl and is unprepared for the line of questioning. How would you define being ready “in season” and “out of season” 
as it pertains to 2 Timothy 4:2? When have you been faced with a situation which you weren’t prepared for? What did you 
learn after going through that? 

3. We often assume that the large decisions in life carry greater weight than our day in day out decisions. When Peter is 
questioned, it’s not before an official council or during a trial; he’s simply being questioned by a servant girl who is taking a 
break by a fire in the courtyard. Why are the seemingly “small” decisions we make every day so important? How have you 
experienced the impact of making either good or bad choices in your daily life and the effect they can have over time? What 
are some things you can do to help you make better decisions on a daily basis?   

4. Read Mark 4:16-17. Peter is much like the shallow, rocky ground in the parable of the sower. When tribulation comes, the 
Word which has been received with joy begins to wilt under persecution’s scorching heat, and Peter denies even knowing 
Jesus.  Have you been in a situation where you, in essence, denied knowing Jesus? What brought you to the point of denying 
Him?  How did that moment shape who you are as a Christian today? 

5. In v.72 we see Peter’s reaction as the rooster crows and he realizes he has denied Jesus for the third time. He is filled with 
shame and grief as the words that Jesus spoke just hours earlier have come to pass. When you have failed someone close to 
you, do you want to run away or immediately want to make it right? How do you attempt to make things right with them? 
What direction can you gain from scripture to help you work on that area of your life?   

6. Peter was guilty of spiritual complacency as he stood by the fire in the courtyard. Paul’s warning to the church of Corinth in 1 
Corinthians 10:12 was, “So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” We always have to be on guard 
and aware of what’s going on around us so we not fall into the temptations of the enemy. What are areas of your life where 
you have learned you need to be on guard? What precautions have you put in place to help you? How have you seen the 
Lord help you gain victory in those areas? 


