
 

 
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
       As the discussion leader, there are a few things to keep in mind for your Life Group: 

 Pray for your group discussion time!  

 Review your notes from the Sunday sermon and familiarize yourself with the discussion questions prior to your group 
meeting.   

 Choose a few questions from the guide which you feel will generate the most discussion in your group. For questions 
with multiple parts, find an answer to the first part before you read the next part to the group. These types of questions 
are designed to build on the answer of the previous part before moving on. 

 

      Getting to Know Me: 
 What is the best costume you have ever put on? Where did you wear it?   

 If you had a beautiful fall day free of any obligations and/or commitments, what would you do with your time? Why?  

 What was the most significant thing you learned from the message today? 
   

Text: Mark 11:12-19 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Read vv.12-14. In this passage we see Jesus cursed a tree that looked healthy, but had no fruit, which was an indication that it 

was diseased and dying inwardly. In what way is the fig tree a warning to us as Christians? How is it that a person can look 
religious yet not really produce anything for the kingdom of God? What are some steps that a person can take to ensure we 
have a living and healthy spiritual life?  

2. Read vv.13-14. Scholars believe the fig tree represents the nation of Israel and its religious system, which did not produce the 
fruits of the Kingdom of God in people. What does it mean to produce fruit spiritually? What is the difference between having 
fruitless, dead religion and going through a dry season spiritually? Have you ever gone through a season where you didn’t feel 
like you were growing or bearing fruit spiritually? Explain. What do you think brings about a season like that? What are some 
ways we can get out of a fruitless season?   

3. In v.15 we see that Jesus displayed some pretty radical behavior, turning over tables and driving people out of the Temple. 
When is it okay to act so passionately and radically for a cause? Have you ever felt so strongly about a situation or circumstance 
that you could not help but do something about it? Explain. What is the balance between acting passionately and being foolish 
and destructive?  

4. Read vv.15-17. In what way is Jesus cleansing of the Temple an analogy for what he would do only a few day later on the cross? 
As a Christian, how have you seen the cleansing power of Jesus at work in your life? Today, what are some areas which 
continually need to be cleansed by Jesus?   

5. In v.17. Jesus declared, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made 
it a den of robbers” (ESV). What do you think Jesus meant by calling the Temple a den of robbers? In what way does dead 
religion create a place where evil thrives?  

6. Read v.17. As he is dealing with dead religion, of all the things he could have said about the Temple, why do you think Jesus 
called the Temple a house of prayer? What role does prayer play in ensuring that our temple is pleasing to the Lord? For you, 
what is one thing you can do to improve your personal prayer time?  

7. In v.18 we see that the people were amazed at Jesus’ teaching. What about the teachings of Jesus drew you to him when you 
were first saved? What has been the biggest help in understanding and applying the Word of God to your life as you have 
grown as a Christian? Currently, what is the main thing which God is teaching you in your prayer time?  

8. In this passage both the fig tree and the Temple serve as metaphors for a kind of religion which does not produce godliness in 
a person’s life. Read 2 Timothy 3:1-5. What does it mean that in the last days people will “act religious, but they will reject the 
power that could make them godly” (2 Tim. 3:5a NLT)? Why is this kind of religion so dangerous that Scripture warns us to 
“Stay away from people like that” (2 Tim. 3:5b NLT)? What is the best way to help someone who is trapped in a lifeless, ridged 
religion?   


