
Connecting Your Laptop to the LCD 
The LCD in this group study room is a collaboration tool that would allow you to project or 
extend your current laptop screen.  In each room, there is one video (VGA) and one audio 
connection for one laptop. 
 
Note: DO NOT adjust the cable connections on the LCD.  DO NOT open the floor box to adjust 
any connections.  If the cable does not work or if you still experience problems connecting after 
you have followed these instructions, please see someone at the Information Commons desk or 
Media desk.   Power outlets are located on the walls.  Furthermore, all the LCD TV buttons are 
locked.  By default they will detect any VGA connection or fall into power-save mode. 
 
In power-save mode, the LCD will have a blinking orange/amber light on the lower-right corner 
of its bezel.   When connected to a video source, the light will turn green.  If you do not see any 
light whatsoever, check the power source.   Make sure the TV is plugged in and that the main 
power switch is on the ON position.  It’s located on the bottom-right of the LCD, by the cable 
connections.   
 

Connecting your MacBook (Pro) 
 
Before you begin, you will need the 
appropriate VGA adaptor for your model 
MacBook.  Adaptors are available for 
checkout at the Circulation Desk.   
 
MacBooks detect secondary displays 
automatically.  Just connect the adapter to 
the available cable in the room and your 
laptop.  For audio, connect the 3.5mm jack 
to your laptop’s headphone port (audio 
out).  The LCD will wake from sleep-mode 
and you will hear one click and the 
humming of the LCD.    
 
Once your laptop image appears on the LCD, you may need to adjust the Resolution (size of the 
screen) or Display Arrangements (copy or extend your desktop).  To adjust these settings, click 
on:  Apple > System Preferences > Displays. 
 
 
 



 
 
Set the arrangements to your liking, along with the resolution.   

 
To copy your laptop desktop on the LCD, check the box next to “Mirror Displays”. 

 



Connecting Your PC Laptop 
 
Connect the available VGA/Audio cable to your laptop’s VGA and audio ports.  Most PC laptops 
have an available VGA port so no adapter is required. 
 
The connection method for PC laptops will depend on the model of the laptop and its operating 
system.  Laptops running Windows 7 or Vista should automatically detect the secondary screen 
and display the image automatically.   
If not, or if your laptop is running 
Windows XP, you may have press an 
FN key sequence to activate the LCD.    
 
The key sequence can vary 
depending on laptop but usually it’s 
often either: FN + F3, F4, F5, F8, or 
F9.  The F-number key will have 
monitor symbol or a CRT/LCD label 
on the key.  If none of the above key 
sequences work, consult your laptop 
documentation or consult your 
laptop manufacturer.   
 
Each time you press this key sequence, you will adjust the display mode between: 
 

• Show on Laptop Only 
• Show on LCD Only 
• Mirror/Extend Display 

 
Once your laptop image appears on the LCD, you may need to adjust the Resolution (size of the 
screen) or Display Arrangements (copy or extend your desktop).  To adjust these settings, go to 
the Control Panel. 
 

• For Windows XP: Go to Display Settings.  Click on the Settings tab and adjust the 
resolution. 

• For Windows 7 or Vista: Click on Appearance and Personalization > Personalization > 
Display Settings. 
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