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THE

HISTORY
OF THE

RISE and PROGRESS

Of the COLONY of

SOUTH C A R O L I N A

CHAP. VII.

"IH^PvOM that period in which the right and title

j|"i to the lands of Carolina were fold, and fur-

-^- rendered to the King, and he afiumed the

immediate care and government of the province, a

new sera commences in the annals of that country,

which may be called the sera of its freedom, fecu-

rity, and happinefs. The Caroiineans who had long

laboured under innumerable hardihips and troubles,

from a weak proprietary eftablifhment, at lad obtain-

ed the great object of their defires, a royal govern-

ment, the comlitution of which depended on coin-

miilions itTued by the crown to the Governor, and

- the inftrucYions which attended thofe commiffions.

The form of all provincial governments was bor- Theforn

rowed from that of their mother country, which 0l * e£
J 7 govern-

was not a plan of fyHematic rules drawn before- mcnts.

Vol. II. A hand
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hand by fpeculative men, but a conftitution which

was the refult of many ages of wifdom and ex-

perience. Its great object is the public good,

in promoting or which all are equally concerned.

It is a conftitution which has a remedy within it-

fclf for every political diforder, which, when pro-

perly applied, mud ever contribute to its liability

and duration. After the model of this Britifli

conftitution, the government of Carolina now af-

fumed a form like the other regal ones on the con-

tinent, which were compofed of three branches, of

a Governor, a Council, and an Affembly. The

crown having the appointment of the Governor, de-

legates to him ; its conftitutional powers, civil and

military, the power of legiilation as far as the King

pofTeffes it ; its judicial and executive powers, toge-

ther with thofe of chancery and admiralty jurifdic-

tion, and alfo thofe of fupreme ordinary : all thefc

powers, as they exift in the crown, are known by

the laws of the realm ; as they are entrufted to Go-

vernors, they are declared and defined by their com-

miflions patent. The council, though differing in

many refpecls from the houfe of peers, are intended

to rcprefent that houfe, and are appointed by the

King during pleafure, for Supporting the preroga-

tives of the crown in the province. The AfTembly

confifts of the reprefentatives of the people, and are

elecled by them as the Houfe of Commons in Great

Britain, to be the guardians of their lives, liberties,

and properties. Here alfo the conftitution confides in

the good behaviour of the reprefentatives; lor mould

they prcfume in any refpeel to betray their truft, it

gives the people more frequent opportunities than

even in Britain, of chufing others in their (lead.

The Governor convenes, prorogues, and diffolves

thefe



SOUTH CAROLINA. 3

thefe AfTemblies, and has a negative on the bills of

both houfes. After bills have received his ailent,

they are fent to Great Britain for the royal ap-

probation, in confequence of which they have the

force of laws in the province. This is a general

fketch of the royal governments, which are intend-

ed to referable the conftitution of Great Britain, as

nearly as the local circumftances of the provinces

will admit, and which, notwithstanding its imper-

fections, is certainly the belt form of government

upon earth. By the inflrucYions which the Gover-

nor receives from time to time from England, his

power no doubt is greatly circumfcribed ; but it is

his duty to tranfmit authentic accounts of the (tale

of his province, in order that the inftruclions given

him may be proper, and calculated for promoting

not only the good of the province, but alfo that of

the Britifli empire.

After the purchafe of the province, the fir ft ob-

ject of the royal concern was, to eftabiifh the peace

of the colony on the mod firm and permanent foun-

dation ; and for this purpofe treaties of union and
alliance with Indian nations were judged to be

efientially necefiary. Domeftic fecurity being firft

eftablifhed, the colonifls might then apply thern-

felves to induftry with vigour and fuccefs, and while

they enriched themfelves, they would at the fame
time enlarge the commerce and trade of the mother- Sir Alex-

country. For this purpofe Sir Alexander Cummins- ,*
nder

•

was appointed, and fent out to conclude a treaty of fent out

alliance with the Cherqkees, at this time a warlike t° treat

and formidable nation of lavages. Thefe Indians with the

occupied the lands about the head of Savanna river, Indian*

A 2 and
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and backwards among the Apalachian mountains.

The country they claimed as their hunting grounds

was of immenfe extent ; and its boundaries had never

been clearly afcertained. The inhabitants of their

different towns were computed to amount to more

than twenty thoufand, fix thonfand of whom were

warriors, fit on any emergency to take the field. An
alliance with fuch a nation was an object, of the

higheft confequence to Carolina, and likewife to

the mother-country, now engaged for its defence

and protection.

About the beginning of the year 1 730, Sir Alex-

ander arrived in Carolina, and made preparations

for his journey to the diftant hills. For his guides

he procured fome Indian traders, well acquainted

with the woods, and an interpreter who underftood

the Cherokee language, to aflift him in his negotia-

tions. When he reached Keowee, about three hun-

dred miles from Charleflown, the chiefs of the

lower towns there met him, and received him with

marks of great iriendfhip and eifeem. He immediately

.difpatched meiTengers to the middle, the valley, and

over-hill fettlements, and fummoned a general meet-

ing of all their chiefs, to hold acongrefs with him at

Nequaifee. Accordingly in the month of April the chief

warriors of all the Cherokee towns aflfembied at the

place appointed. After the various Indian ceremo-

nies wen: over, Sir Alexander made a fpeech to

them, acquainting them by whofe authority he was

fent, and reprefenting the great power and goodnefs

of his fovereign King George ; how he, and all his

other fubjecls, paid a cheerful obedience to his laws,

and of courfe were protected by him from all harm:

That
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That he had cone a great way to demand of Moytoy,

and all the chieftains of the nation, to acknowledge

themfelves the fubie&s of his Xin<.*, and to promile

obedience to his authority : and as he loved them,

and was anfwerable to his Sovereign for their good

and peaceable behaviour, he hoprd they would agree

to what he mould now require of them. Upon

which the chiefs, falling on their knees, foiemnly

promifed fidelity and obedience, calling upon all that

was terrible to fall upon them if they violated their

promife. Sir Alexander then, by their unanimous

confent, nominated Moytoy commander and chief

of the Cherokee nation, and enjoined all the war-

riors of the different tribes to acknowledge him for

their King, to whom they were to be accountable for

their conduct, To this they aifo agreed, provided

Moytoy mould be made anfv.erablc to Sir Alexan-

der for his behaviour to them. After which many

ufeful prefents were made them, and the congrefs

ended to the great fatisfacricn of both parties. The

crown was brought from Tenaifce, their chief town,

which with five eagle tails, and four fcalps of their

enemies, Moytoy prefented to Sir Alexander, re-

queuing him, on his arrival at Britain, to lay them

at his Majefty's feet. But Sir Alexander propofed

to Moytov, that he mould depute fome of their „ .

J *
l Brings

chiefs to accompany him to England, there to do with hin*

homage in perfon to the great King. Accordingly to En£"

fix or tnem agreea, and accompanied Sir Alexander chero-

to Charleftown, where being joined by another, they kees.

embarked for England in the Fox man of war, and

arrived at Dover in June 1 730.

\\
r
i
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We fhall not pretend to defcribe their behaviour

at the fight of London, or their wonder and aftonifh-

ment at the greatnefs of the city, the number of the

people, and the fplendour of the army and court.

Being admitted into the prefence of the King, they,

in the name of their nation, promifed to continue

for ever his Majefty's faithful and obedient fubjects.

Who en- A treaty was accordingly drawn up, and figned by

ueat'^of
^lured Popple, fecretary to the Lords Commifhoners

peace and of trade and plantations, on one fide; and by the

alliance. marks of the fix chiefs, on the other. The pream-

ble to this treaty recites, " That whereas the fix

-
c Chiefs, with the confent of the whole nation of

-" Cherokees, at a general meeting of their nation

" at Nequafiee, were deputed by Moytoy, their chief

ft warrior, to attend Sir Alexander Gumming to

" Great Britain, where they had feen the great

" King George : and Sir Alexander, by authority

" from Moytoy and all the Cherokees, had laid the

" crown of their nation, with the fcalps of their ene-

" mies and feathers of glory, at his Majefty's feet,

" as a pledge of their loyalty : And whereas the

" great King had commanded the Lords Commiilion-

" ers of trade and plantations to inform the Indians,

" that the Englifri on all fides of the mountains and
a lakes were his people, their friends his friends,

" and their enemies his enemies ; that he took it

" kindly the great nation of Cherokees had fent them
u

fo far, to brighten the chain of friendfhip between

" him and them, and between his people and their

u people ; that the chain of friendfiiip between him
" and the Cherokees is now like the fun, which
u ihincs both in Britain and alfo upon the great

" mountaips where they live, and equally warms the

" heart?
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V hearts of Indians and Englifhmen ; that as there

" is no fpots or blacknefs in the fun, fo neither is

" there any rud or foulnefs on this chain. And as

" the King had fadened one end to his bread, he

" defired them to carry the other end of the chain

*' and fallen it to the bread of Moytoy of Telliquo,

" and to the breads of all their old wife men, their

" captains, and people, never more to be made loofe

" or broken.

,c The great King and the Cherokees being thus

<J fadened together by a chain of friendship, he has

" ordered, and it is agreed, that his children in Ca-

" rolina do trade with the Indians, and furnifh them
" with all manner of goods they want, and to make
" hade to build houfes and plant com from Charles-

" town, towards the towns of Cherokees behind the

" great mountains : That he defires the Englifh and
" Indians may live together as children of one fami-
<J ly; that the Cherokees be always ready to fight

" againd any nation, whether white men or Indians,

" who (hall dare to moled or hurt the Englifh ; that

" the nation of Cherokees fhail, on their part, take

" care to keep the trading path clean, that there be

" no blood on the path where the Englifh tread^

" even though they ihould be accompanied with

" other people with whom the Cherokees may be at

*' war: That the Cherokees mail not fuller their

•' people to trade with white men of any other na-

" tion but the Englifhj nor permit white men of any
<s other nation to build any forts or cabins, or plant

f< any corn among them, upon lands which belong
" to the great King : and if any fuch attempt (hall

' : be made, the Cherokees mull: acquaint the Eng-
" liih
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lifh Governor therewith, and do whatever he di~

" reels, in order to maintain and defend the great

" King's right to the country of Carolina : That if

** any negroes (hall run away into the woods from

" their EngliiTi matters, the Cherokees mall endea-

" vour to apprehend them, and bring them to the

" plantation from whence they run away, or to the

" Governor, and for every Have fo apprehended and
u brought back., the Indian that brings him mall re-

lt ceive a gun and a watch-coat : and if by any ac-

" cident it mall happen, that an Englifhman mall

" kill a Cherokee, the King or chief of the nation

u mail firft complain to the Englifli Governor, and

" the man who did the harm mail be punifhed by
" the Englifh laws as if he had killed an Englifh-

" man ; and in like manner, if any Indian happens

" to kill an Englifliman, the Indian mall be delivered

" up to the Governor, to be punifhed by the fame

" Englifh lawe as if he were an Englifhman."

This was the fubflance of the firft treaty between

the King and the Cherokees, every article of which

was accompanied with prefents of different kinds,

fuch as cloth, guns, fhot, vermilion, flints, hatchets,

knives. The Indians were given to underftand,

" That thefe were the words of the great King,

" whom they had feen, and as a token that his heart

u was open and true to his children the Cherokees,

" and to all their people, a belt was given the war-

" riors, which they were told the King defired

" them to keep, and mew to all their people, to

" their children, and children's children, Ho con-

" firm what was now fpoken, and to bind this

" agreement of peace and friendship between the

i " Englifh
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u Englifh and Cherokees, as long as the rivers fhall

" run, the mountains fhall lalt, or the fun (hall

« mine."

This treaty, that it might be the eafier under-

flood, was drawn up in language as fimilar as poffi-

ble to that of the Indians, which at this time was

very little known in England, and given to them,

certified and approved by Sir Alexander Cumming.
In anfwer to which, Skijaguftah, in name of the

reft, made a fpeech to the following efTecl: :

—

We are come hither from a mountainous place,
<.t

4C where nothing but darknefs is to be found—but a Chei-o-"

** we are now in a place where there is light.—There kee war-

" was a perfon in our country—he gave us a yellow

" token of warlike honour, which is left with
<c Moytoy of Teiliquo,—and as warriors we received

" it.—He came to us like a warrior from you.-t-

" A man he is ;—his talk is upright—and the to-

ken he left preferves his memory among us.—

~

We look upon you as if the great King were pre-

fent ;—we love you as reprcfenting the great King
;

—we fhall die in the fame way of thinking.—The
" crown of our nation is different from that which
" the great King George wears, and from that we
" faw in the tower.—But to us it is all one.—The
w chain of friendfhip fhall be carried to our people,

" —We look upon the great King George as the Sun,
" and as our father, and upon ourfelves as his chii-

" dren.—For though we are red, and you are white,

" yet our hands and hearts are joined together.

—

" When we fhall have acquainted our people with

" what we have feen, our children from generation

Vol. II. B " to
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" to generation will always remember it.—In war

" we fliall always be one with you. The enemies

" of the great King fliall be our enemies ;— his

M people and ours fliall be one, and fhall die toge-

" ther.—We came hither naked and poor as the

" worms of the earth, but you have every thing,—

»

" and we that have nothing mud love you, and will

<c never break the chain of friendfhip which is be-

" tween us.—Here (lands the Governor of Caro-

" lina, whom we know.—This fmail rope we fhow

" you is all that we have to bind our Haves with,

" and it may be broken.— But you have iron chains

" for yours.—However, if we catch your (laves, we
" will bind them as well as we can, and deliver

" them to our friends, and take no pay for it.

—

" We have looked round for the perfon that was in

" our country—he is not here ;—however, we mufl

" fay he talked uprightly to us, and we mall never

" forget him.—Your white people may very fafely

66 build houfes near us ;—we fliall hurt nothing that

" belongs to them, for we are children of one fa-

" ther, the great King, and fliall live and die toge-

" ther." Then laying down his feathers upon the

table he added : " This is our way of talking,

" which is the fame thing to us as your letters in

" the book are to you, and to you beloved men
" we deliver thefe feathers in confirmation of all we

« have laid."

The Cherokees, however barbarous, were a free

and independent people ; and this method of obtain-

ing a ihare of their lands by the general confent,

was fair and honourable in itfclf, and matt agreeable

to
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to the general principles of equity, and the Englifh

conrtitution. An agreement is made with them, in

confequence of which' the King could not only give

a juft title to Indian lands ; but, by Indians becoming

his voluntary fubjects, the colonifts obtained peace-

able pofleiiion. The Cherokees held abundance of

territory from nature, and with little injury to them-

felves could fpare a mare of it ; but reafon and jufticc

required that it be obtained by paclion or agreement.

By fuch treaties mutual prefents were made, mu-
tual obligations were eftabli fried, and, for the per-

formance of the conditions required, the honour and

faith of both parties were pledged. Even to men
in a barbarous (late fuch policy was the mo ft agree-

able, as will afterwards clearly appear ; for the Che-

rokees, in confequence of this treaty, for many years,

remained in a (late of perfect friendfhip and peace

with the colonifts, who followed their various em-
ployments in the neighbourhood of thofe Indians,

without the lead terror or moleftation.

About the beginning of the year 1731, Robert Robert

Johnfon, who had been Governor of Carolina while Johnfo*

in the polTcffion of the Lords Proprietors, having re-

ceived a commiffion from the King, inverting him with

the fame office and authority, arrived in the province.

He brought back thefe Indian chiefs, pclTefTed with

the higheft ideas of the power and grcatnefs of the

Engliih nation, and not a little pleafed with the kind

and generous treatment they had received. The
Carolineans, who had always entertained the higheft

efteem for this gentleman, even in the time of their

greatert confufion, having now obtained him in the

B 2 character

nor.
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character of King's Governor, a thing they formerly

had fo earneftly defired, received him with the great*

eft demonftrations of joy. Senfible of his wifdora

and virtue, and his flrong attachment to the colony,

they promifed themfelves much profperity and happi-

nefs under his gentle adminiftration.

This new Governor, from his knowledge of the

province, and the difpofitions of the people, was not

only well qualified for his high office, but lie had a

council to ailift him, corapofed of the moll refpectable

inhabitants. Thomas Broughton was appointed

Lieutenant-governor, and Robert Wright Chief Ju-

flice. The other members of the council were,

William Bull, James Kinloch, Alexander Skene,

John Fenwick, Arthur Middleton, Jofeph Wragg,

Francis Yonge, John Hamerton, and Thomas Wa-
ring. At the firit meeting of Aflembly, the Gover-

nor recommended to both houfes, to embrace the

earlieft opportunity of testifying their gratitude to

his Majelty for purchafmg feven-eight parts of the

province, and taking it under his particular care ; he

enjoined them to put the laws in execution againft

impiety and immorality, and as the mod effectual

means of difcouraging vice., to attend carefully to

the education of youth. He acquainted them of the

treaty which had been concluded in England with the

Cherokees, which he hoped would be attended with

beneficial and happy confequences ; he recommend-

ed the payment of public debts, the cftabliihment

of public credit, and peace and unanimity among
themfelves as the chief objects of their attention ;

for if they jhould prove faithful fubje&s to his Ma-

jefty,
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jefty, and attend to the welfare and profperity of

their country, he hoped foon to fee it, now under the

protection of a great and powerful nation, in as ilou-

rifhing and profperous a fituation as any of the other

fettlements on the continent. They in return pre-

fented to him the moil loyal and affectionate addreif-

es, and entered on their public deliberations with un-

common harmony and great fatisfaction.

For the encouragement of the people, now con- Several

necled with the mother country both by mutual affec- ^"rfnt"

tion and the mutual benefits of commerce, feveral fa- ed the

vours and indulgences were granted them. The re- PeoPie'

ftraint upon rice, an Enumerated commodity, was part-

ly taken off; and, that it might arrive more feafonably

and in better condition at the market, the colonifts

were permitted to fend it to any port fouthward of

Cape-Finifterre. A difccunt upon hemp was alfo al-

lowed by parliament. The arrears of quit-rents bought

from the Proprietors were remitted by a bounty from

the Crown. For the benefit and enlargement of trade

their bills of credit were continued, and feventy-

feven thoufand pounds were (tamped and iffued by

virtue of an act of the legiflature, called the Appro-

priation Law. Seventy pieces of cannon were lent

out by the King, and the Governor had inftructions

to build one fort at Port-royal, and another on the

river Alatamaha. An independent company of foot

was allowed for their defence by land, and mips of war

were ftationed there for the protection of trade.

Thefe and many more favours flowed to the colony,

now emerging from the depths of poverty and op-

preffion, and arifmg to a ftate of freedom, eafe and

affluence.

As
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Happy As a natural confequence of its domeftic fecurity,
s o

j cre j-
lt f t]ie pr0vince in England increafed. The

peace and r °

fecurity. merchants of London, Briftol, and Liverpool turned

their eyes to Carolina, as a new and promifing chan-

nel of trade, and eftablifhed houfes in Charleftown

for conducting their bufinefs with the greater eafe

and fuccefs. They poured in flaves from Africa for

cultivating their lands, and manufactures of Britain

for fupplying the plantations ; by which means the

planters obtained great credit, and goods at a much

cheaper rate than they could be obtained from any

other nation. In confequence of which the planters ha-

ving greater (Irength, turned their whole attention to

cultivation, and cleared the lands with greater facili-

ty and fuccefs. The lands arofe in value, and men
of forefight and judgment began to look out and

fecure the richeft fpots for themfelves, with that

ardour and keennefs which the profpe&s of riches

naturally infpire. The produce of the province in

a few years was doubled. During this year above

thirty- nine thoufand barrels of rice were exported,

befides deer-fkins, furs, naval (lores, and provi-

fions ; and above one thoufand five hundred negroes

were imported into it. From this period its exports

kept pace with its imports, and fecured its credit in

England. The rate of exchange had now arifen to

feven hundred per cent. /. e. feven hundred Carolina

money was given for a bill of an hundred pounds

fterling on England ; at which rate it afterwards con-

tinued, with little variation, for upwards of forty

years.

Hitherto fmall and inconfiderable was the pro-

grefs in cultivation Carolina had made, and the

face
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face of the country appeared like a defert, with lit-

tle fpots here and there cleared, fcarcely difcernible

amidfl the immenfe foreft. The colonics were flo-

venly farmers, owing to the vaft quantities of lands,

and the eafy and cheap terms of obtaining them;

for a good crop they were more indebted to the great

power of vegetation and natural richnefs of the foil,

than to their own good culture and judicious manage-

ment. They had abundance of the neceffaries, and fe-

veral of the conveniencies of life. But their habitations

were clumfy and miferable huts, and having no chaifes,

all travellers were expofed in open boats or on horfe-

back to the violent heat of the climate. Their houfes

were conftructed of wood, by erecting firit a wooden

frame, and then covering it with clap-boards without,

and plaflering it with lime within, of which they had

plenty made from oyfter-mells. Charleftown, at this

time, confided of between five and fix hundred houfes,

moftly built of timber, and neither well conftru&ed

nor comfortable, plain indications of the wretchednefs

and poverty of the people. However, from this period

the province improved in building as well as in many
other refpects ; many ingenious artificers and tradef-

men of different kinds found encouragement in it,

and introduced a tafte for brick buildings, and more

neat and pleafant habitations. In procefs of time,

as the colony increafed in numbers, the face of the

country changed, and exhibited an appearance of in-

duftry and plenty. The planters made a rapid pro-

grefs towards wealth and independence, and the trade

being well protected, yearly increafed and flourifhed.

At the fame time, for the relief of poor and indi-

gent people of Great Britain and Ireland, and for the

farther
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Aprojea farther fecurity of Carolina, the fettlement of a new

fo^Lnt- co^ODy between the rivers Alatamaha and Savanna was

ing a new projected in England. This large territory, fituated

colony. on t^e fouth.wdft of Carolina, yet lay wafte, with-

out an inhabitant except its original ravages. Pri-

vate companion and public fpirit confpired towards

promoting the excellent defign. Several perfons of

humanity and opulence having obferved many families

and valuable fubjects oppretTed with the miferies of

poverty at home, united, and formed a plan for

raifing money and tranfporting them to this part of

America. For this purpofe they applied to the King,

obtained from him letters-patent, bearing date June

9th, 1732, for legally carrying into execution what

they had generouily projected. They called the new

province Georgia, in honour of the King, who like-

wife greatly encouraged the undertaking. A Cor-

poration confiding of twenty-one perfons was con-

itituted, by the name of Truftees, for fettling and

eftabli filing the Colony of Georgia ; which was fepa-

rated from Carolina by the river Savanna. The Truf-

tees having firft fet an example themfelves, by large-

ly contributing towards the fcheme, undertook alfo

to folicit benefactions from others, and to apply the

money towards clothing, arming, purchafing uten-

fils for cultivation, and tranfporting fuch poor people

as fhould confent to go over and begin a fettlement.

They however confined not their views to the fub-

jects of Britain alone, but wifely opened a door alfo

for oppreffed and indigent Proteftants from other

nations. To prevent any mifapplication or abufe of

charitable donations, they agreed to depofit the mo-

ney in the bank of England, and to enter in a book

the names of all the charitable benefactors, together

1 with
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with the funis contributed by each of them ; and to

bind and oblige themfelves, and their fucceffors in

office, to lay a (late of the money received and ex-

pended before the Lord Chancellor of England, the

Lord Chief Juftice of the King's Bench and Common
Pleas, the Mailer of the Rolls, and the Lord Chief

Baron of the Exchequer.

When this fcheme of the Truftees with refpecl to

the fettlement of Georgia was made public, the well-

wifners of mankind in every part of Britain highly

approved of an undertaking fo humane and difmte-

reited. To confult the public happinefs, regardlefs
.

of private intereft, and to liretch forth a bountiful

hand for relief of diftreffed fellow-creatures, were

confidered as examples of uncommon benevolence

and virtue, and therefore worthy of general imita-

tion. The ancient Romans, famous for their cou-

rage and magnanimity, ranked the planting of colo-

nies among their nobleft works, and fuch as added

greater luftre to their empire than their molt glorious

wars and victories. By the latter old cities were plun-

dered and deflroyed ; by the former new ones were

founded and eilabiimed. The latter ravaged the do-

minions of enemies, and depopulated the world ; the

former improved new territories, provided for unfor-

tunate friends, and added (trength to the (late. The

benevolent founders of the colony of Georgia perhaps

may challenge the annals of any nation to produce

a defign more generous and praife-worthy than that

they had undertaken. They voluntarily offered their

money, their labour, and time, for promoting what

appeared to them the good of others, leaving them-

felves nothing for reward but the inexpreffible fatis-

Vol. II. C fadiou
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fa&ion arifmg from virtuous actions. Among other,

great ends tbey had alfo in view the converfion and

civilization of Indian lavages. If their public regula-

tions were afterwards found improper and impracti-

cable ; if their plan of fettlement proved too narrow

and circumfcribed
;

praife, neverthelefs, is due to

them. Human policy at bed is imperfect ; but, when

the defign appears fo evidently good and difmtereft-

ed, the candid and impartial part of the world will

make many allowances for them, confidering their

ignorance of the country, and the many defects that

cleave to all codes of laws, even when framed by the

wifeft legiilators.

About the middle of July, 1732, the truftees for

Georgia held their firfl: general meeting, when Lord

Percival was chofen Prefident of the Corporation.

After all the members had qualified themfelves,

agreeable to the charter, for the faithful difcharge of

the truft, a common feal was ordered to be made.

The device was, on one fide, two figures retting

upon urns, reprefenting the rivers Alatamaha and

Savanna, the boundaries of the province ; between

them the genius of the colony feated, with a cap of

liberty on his head, a fpear in one hand and a cornu-

copia in the other, with the infcription, Colonia

Georgia Aug. : on the other fide was a reprefen-

tion of (ilk worms, fome beginning and others having

fmiihed their web, with the motto, Non Sibi sed

Aliis ; a very proper emblem, fignifying, that the

'nature of the eftablifhmcnt was fuch, that neither the

firft Truftees nor their fucceffors could have any views

of intereft, it being entirely defigned for the benefit

and happincfs of others.

1^
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In November following, one hundred and fixteen

fettlers embarked at Gravefend for Georgia, having

their paffage paid, and every thing requifite for

building and cultivation furnimed them by the Corpo- James O-

ration. They could not properly be called adventu- s et
.

orpe

rers, as they run no rifque but what arofe from the colony to

change of climate, and as they were to be maintain- Georgia,

ed until by their induflry they were able to fupport

themfelves. James Oglethorpe, one of the Truftses,

embarked along with them, and proved a zealous

and active promoter of the fettlement. In the be-

ginning of the year following Oglethorpe arrived in

Charleftown, where he was received by the Gover-

nor and Council in the kindef! manner, and treated

Avith every mark of civility and refpect. Governor

Johnfon, fenfible of the great advantage that muft

accrue to Carolina from this new colony, gave all the

encouragement and afliftance in his power to forward

the fettlement. Many of the Carolineans fent them

provifions, and hogs, and cows to begin their flock.

William Bull, a man of knowledge and experience,

agreed to accompany Mr. Oglethorpe, and the- ran :

gers and fcout-boats were ordered to attend him to

Georgia. After their arrival at Yamacraw, Oglethorpe

and Bull explored the country, and having found an

high and pleafant fpot of ground, fituated on a na-

vigable river, they fixed on this place as the mod
convenient and healthy fituation for the fettlers. On
this hill they marked out a town, and, from the In-

dian name of the river which ran pad it, called it

Savanna. A fmall fort was erected on the banks of

it as a place of refuge, and fome guns were mounted
on it for the defence of the colony. The people were

fct to work in felling trees and building huts for

C 2 them-
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themfelves, and Oglethorpe animated and encouraged

them, by expofmg himfelf to all the hardihips which

the poorobjects of his companion endured. He formed

them into a company of militia, appointed officers from

among themfelves, and furnifhed them with arms

and ammunition. To mew the Indians how expert

they were at the ufe of arms, he frequently exerci-

ied them ; and as they had been trained before-

hand by the ferjeants of the guards in London, they

performed their various parts in a manner little infe-

rior to regular troops.

Having thus put his colony in as good a fituation

as poffible, the next object of his attention was to.

treat with the Indians for a fhare of their poflefiions.

The principal tribes that at this time occupied the

He treats territory were the Upper and Lower Creeks ; the
witti In-

former were num erous and ftron^, the latter, by
chans for ° 7 J

a fnare of difeafes and war, had been reduced to a fmaller num-

ber : both tribes together were computed to amount

to about twenty -five thcufand, men, women and

children. Thofe Indians, according to a treaty for-

merly made with Governor Nicolfon, laid claim to the

lands lying fouth-wefl of Savanna river, and, to pro-

cure their friendfhip for this infant colony, was an

object of the highefr. confequence. But as the tribe

of Indians fettled at Yamacraw was inconsiderable,

Oglethorpe judged it neceflary to have the other tribes

alio to join with them in the treaty. To accomplish

this union he found an Indian woman named Mary,

who had married a trader from Carolina, and who

could fpeak both the Englifh and Creek languages
;

and perceiving that me had great influence among

Indians, and might be made ufeful as an interpreter in

forming

their

land;
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forming treaties of alliance with them ; he therefore

firft purchafed her friendmip with prefents, and after-

wards fettled an hundred pounds yearly on her, as a

reward for her fervices. By her afliftance he fum-

moned a general meeting of the chiefs, to hold a con-

grefs with him at Savanna, in order to procure their

confent to the peaceable fettlement of his colony. At

this congrefs fifty chieftains were prefent, when O-

glethorpe reprefented to them the great power, wif-

dom and wealth of the Englilh nation, and the many
advantages that would accrue to Indians in £eneral

from aconneclion and friendihip with them ; and as

they had plenty of lands, he hoped they would freely

refign a fhare of them to his people, who were come

for their benefit and inftruction to fettle among

them. After having diflributed fome prefents, which

mufl always attend every propofal of fnendfhip

and peace, an agreement was made, and then

Tornochichi, in name of the Creek warriors, ad~

drefTed him in the following manner :
" Here is a

" little prefent, and, giving him a buiialoe's fkin, a-

" domed on the infide with the head and feathers

' : of an eagle, defired him to accept it, becaufe the

" eagle was an emblem of fpeed, and the buffalo of
tl firength. He told him, that the Englifh were as

" fwift as the bird and as firong as the bead, fince,

" like the former, they flew over vafl feas to the ut-

*' termoft parts of the earth ; and, like the latter,

*'* they were fo ftrong that nothing could withftand

" them. He faid, the feathers of the eagle were
<c

foft, and fignified love ; the buffalo's fkin was
a warm, and fignified protection ; and therefore he
" hoped the Englifh would love and protect their

" little families." Oglethorpe accordingly accepted

the prefent, and after having concluded this treaty

of
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of friendfhip with Indians, and placed his colony in

the bed pofture of defence, he returned to Britain,

carrying with him Tomochichi, his queen, and fome

more Indians.

On their arrival in London, thefe Indian chiefs

were introduced to his Majefty, while many of

the nobility were prefent ; when Tomochichi,

{truck with aftonifhtnent at the grandeur of the Bri-

rp tifli court, addreffed the King in the following

chichi's words : " This day I fee the majefty of your face,

fpecch « ^g prreatnefs of your boufe, and the number of
to the °

. _
J

. ... . ,

King. your people ;—1 am come in my old days, though

" I cannot expect to fee any advantage to myfelf

—

" I am come for the good of the children of all the

" nations of the Lower and Upper Creeks, that they

" may be inftrucled in the knowledge of the Eng-
11

lifli.—Thefe are feathers of the eagle, which is

" the fwifteft of birds, and which flieth round our
*' nations.—Thefe feathers are a fign of peace in

u our land, and have been carried from town to

-
1 town there.—We have brought them over to leave

" them with you, O great King, as a token of e-

" verlafting peace.—O great King, whatever words
" you mail fay unto me, I will faithfully tell them
4t to all the Kings of the Creek nations." To

His ma- which his Majefty replied : " I am glad of this op-

?

e 7 s " portunity of alfuring you of my regard for the

" people from whom you came ; and I am extreme-

" ly well pleafed with the aflurances you have

" brought me from them, and accept very gratefully

" of this prefent, an indication of their good dif-

11 pofitions to me and my people. 1 (hall always be
u ready to cultivate a good correfpondence between
il the Creeks and my fubje&s ; and mail be glad on

" any
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" any occafion to fhew you a mark of my particular

". friendfhip.
,,

During the whole time thefe Indians were in

England, nothing was neglected that might ferve to

engage their affections, and fill them with juft no-

tions of the greatnefs and power of the Britifh na-

tion. The nobility, curious to fee them, and ob-

ferve their manners, entertained them magnificently

at their tables. Wherever they went, multitudes

flocked around them, making hands with the rude

warriors of the foreft, giving them little prefents, and

treating them with every mark of friendfhip and civility.

Twenty pounds a-week wTere allowed them by the

crown while they remained in England, and when

they returned, it was computed they carried prefents

with them to the value of four hundred pounds fter-

ling. After flaying four months, and feeing the

grandeur of the Englifh fovereign, they were carried

to Gravefend in one of his Majefly's carriages, where

they embarked for Georgia, highly pleafed with the

generofity of the nation, and promifmg eternal fide-

lity to its intereft.

This generous and kind method of treating barba- Indians

rians was better policy than that of overawing them by eafieft

force, and was attended, as might have been expected, ™v"entlc

with the happiefl confequences. To ftrengthen the and fair

frontiers of Carolina, and promote the colony of Geor-
means *

gia, nothing could have been conceived moreufeful and

effectual than a friendly intercourfe with thofe favages

in the neighbourhood. The mod proper method of

managing them was to fecure the friendfhip of the

leading men among them, whofe influence, however

limited



24 THE HISTORY OF

limited by the nature of their government, was never-

thelefs great, as they always directed the public coun-

cils in all affairs relative to peace and war. It is true

their young men, fond of fame and glory from warlike

exploits, and rejoicing in opportunities of diftinguifhing

themfelves,will now and then, in contempt to the power

of their old leaders, break out in fcalping parties. To
moderate and reftrain the fiery paflions of the young

men, the fages find generally the greateft difficulties,

efpecially as thefc paflions are often roufed by grofs

frauds and impofitions. Unprincipled and avaricious

traders fometimes refided among them, who, that

they might the more eafily cheat them, fird filled

the favages drunk, and then took all manner of

advantages of them in the courfe of traffic. When
the Indian recovered from his fit of drunkennefs, and

finding himfelf robbed of his treafures, for procu-

ring which he had perhaps hunted a whole year, he

is filled with fury, and breathes vengeance and re-

fentment. No authority can then retrain him with-

in the bounds of moderation. At fuch a juncture in

vain does the leader of the greatefl influence interpofe.

He fpurns at every perfon that prefumes to check that

arm by which alone he defends his property againfl

the hands of fraud and injuftice. Among themfelves

indeed theft is fcarcely known, and injuries of this

kind are feldom committed ; and had the traders,

obferved in general the fame jufiice and equity in

their dealings with them, as they commonly praclife

among themfelves, it would have been an eafy mat-

ter with their wife and grave leaders to maintain

peace in all the different intercourfes between Euro-

peans and Indians. Tomochichi acknowledged, that

the Governor of the world had given the Englilh

great wifdom, power and riches, infomuch that they

1 wanted
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wanted nothing ; he had given Indians great terri-

tories, yet they wanted every thing ; and he pre-

vailed on the Creeks freely to refign fuch lands to

the Englim as were of no ufe to themfelves, and to

allow them to fettle among them, on purpofe that

they might get iiiilruction, and be fupplied with the

various neceilaries of life. He perfuaded them,

that the Englim were a. generous nation, and would

trade wi:h them on the mod juff. and honourable

terms ; that they were brethren and friends, and

would protect, them from danger, and go with them

to war againft all their enemies.

Some fay that James Oglethorpe, when he }came
out to fettle this colony in Georgia, brought along

with him Sir Walter Raleigh's journals, written by his

own hand ; and by the latitude of the place, and the

traditions of the Indians, it appeared to him that Sir

Walter had landed at the mouth of Savanna river.

Indeed during his wild and chimerical attempts for

finding cut a golden country, it is not improbable that

this brave adventurer viiited many diilcrent places.

The Indians acknowledged that their fathers once

held a conference with a warrior who came over the

great waters. At a little diftance from Savanna,

there is an high mount of earth, under which they

fay the Indian King lies interred, who talked with

the Englifh warrior, and that he defired to be bu-

ried in the fame place where this conference was

held. But having little authority with refpecl to this

matter, we leave the particular relation of it to men
in circumftances more favourable for intelligence.

Vol. II. D While
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The co- While the fecurity of Carolina, againft: external

Swhzers enemies, by this fettlement of Georgia, engaged the

brought attention of Britifh government, the means of its in-
to aro-

tcrna] improvement and population at the fame time

were not negle&ed. John Peter Pury, a native of

Neufchatel in Switzerland, having formed a defign

of leaving his native country, paid a vifit to Carolina,

in order to inform himfelf of the circumftances, and

fkuation of the province. After viewing the lands

there, and procuring all the information he could, with

refpecl to the terms of obtaining them, he returned

to Britain. The government entered into a contract

with him, and, for the encouragement of the people,

agreed to give lands and four hundred pounds fterling

for every hundred effective men he mould tranfport

from Switzerland to Carolina. Pury, while in .Caro-

lina, having furnifhed himfelf with a flattering account

of the foil and climate, and of the excellence and

freedom of the provincial government, returned to

Switzerland, and publifhed it among the people. Im-

mediately one hundred and feventy poor Switzers a-

greed to follow him, and were tranfported to the fertile

and delightful province as he defcribed it ; and not

long afterwards two hundred more came over, and

joined them. The Governor, agreeable to inffructions,

allotted forty thoufand acres of lands for the ufe of the

Swifs fettlement on the north-eafl fide of Savanna ri-

ver ; and a town was marked out for their accommo-

dation, which he called Purifburgh, from the name of

the principal promoter of the fettlement. Mr. Bignion,

a Swifs minUier, whom they had engaged to go with

them, having received epifcopal ordination from the

bifhop of London, fettled among them for their religi-

ous inftiucYion. On the one hand the Governor and

council,
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council, happy in the acquifition of fuch a force, al-

loted each of them his feparate tract of land, and

gave every encouragement in theirpower to the people:

On the other, the poor Swifs emigrants began their

labours with uncommon zeal and courage, highly

elevated with the idea of pofifeffing landed eiiates, and

big with the hopes of future fuccefs. However, in a

fhort time they felt the many inconveniencies attending

a change of climate. Several of them fickenedand died,

and others found all the hardfhips of the firfl date of

colonization falling heavily upon them. They be-

came difcontented with the provifions allowed them,

and complained to government of the perfons em-

ployed to diflribute them ; and, to double their di-

ftrefs, the period for receiving the bounty expired

before they had, made fuch progrefs in cultivation as

to raife fufficient provifions for themfelves and fami-

lies. The fpirit of murmur crept into the poor Swifs

fettlement, and the people finding themfelves opprefT-

ed with indigence and diltrefs, could confider their

fituation in no other light than a (late of banifh-

ment, and not only blamed Pury for deceiving them,

but alfo heartily repented their leaving their native

country.

According to the new plan adopted in England Eleven

for the more fpeedy population and fettlement of townfhipi

the province; the Governor had inftructions to mark Q

'

ut:

cut eleven townfhips, in fquare plats, on the fides of

rivers, confiding each of twenty thoufand acres, and

to divide the lands within them into mares of fifty

acres for each man, woman, and child, that mould

come over to occupy and improve them. Each town-

fhip was to form a parifh, and all the inhabitants

D 2 were
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were to have an equal right to the river, So foot*

as the parifli mould increafe to the number of an

hundred families, they were to have right to fend

two members of their own election to the AfTcmhly,

and to enjoy the fame privileges as the other pa-

rimes already eflabliihed. Each fettler was to pay

four (hillings a-year for every hundred acres of

land, excepting the firtf. ten years, during which

term they were to be rent free. Governor Johnfon

iflued a warrant to St. John, Surveyor-general ot

the province, empowering him to go and mark out

thofe townfhips. But he having demanded an ex-

orbitant fuiri of money for his trouble, the mem-

bers of the council agreed among themieives to do

this piece of fervice for their country. Accordingly

eleven townfhips were marked out by them in the

following fuuations ; two on river Alatamacha, two,

on Savanna, two on Santee, one on Pedee, one on

Wacamaw, one on Wateree, and one on Black

rivers.

A ftrug-
1'HE °ld Pinters now acquiring every year greater

gle about ftrength of hands, by the large importation of ne-

groes, and extenfive credit from England, began to

turn their attention more clofely than ever to the

lands of the province. A fpirit of emulation broke

out among them for fecuring tracls of the richefl

ground, but efpecially fuch as were moil conveni-

ently fituated for navigation. Complaints were made

to the AiTembly, that all the valuable lands on

navigable rivers and Creeks adjacent to Port- royal

had been run out in exorbitant traels, under colour

of patents granted by the Proprietors to Cailiques

and Landgraves, by which the complainants, who

had,
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Jiad, at the hazard of their lives, defended the coun-

try, were hindered from obtaining fuch lands as

could be ufefll and beneficial, at the eflablifhed quit-

rents, though the Attorney and Solicitor-General

of England had declared fuch patents void. Among
others, Job Roth mailer and Thomas Cooper, ha-

ving been accufed of foine illegal practices with

refpecl to this matter, a petition was prefented to

the Affembly by thirty-nine inhabitants of Granville

county in their vindication. When the AiTembly

examined into the matter, they ordered their riief-

fenger forthwith to take into cudody Job Roth-

maller and Thomas Cooper, for aiding, aiiiiting,

and fuperintending the deputy-furveyor in marking

out tracks of land already furveyed, contrary to the

quit -rent act. But Cooper, being taken into cu-

ftody, applied to Chief Juftice Wright for a writ of

habeas corpus, which was granted. The AfYembly,

however, fenhble of the ill confequences that would

attend fuch illegal practices, determined to put a (lop

to them by an act made on purpofe. They com-

plained to the Governor and Council againft the

Surveyor-General, for encouraging land-jobbers, and

aVowingr fuch liberties as tended to create litigious

difputes in the province, and to involve it in great

confufion. In confequence of which, the Governor,

to give an effectual check to fuch practices, prohibi-

ted St. John to furvey lands to any perfon without

an exprefs warrant from him. The Surveyor-general,

however, determined to make the mod of his office,

and having a confiderable number to fupport him,

reprefented both Governor and Council as per-

fons difafFected to his Majefty's government, and

enemies to the intereft of the country. Being

highly
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highly offended at the Affembly, he began to take

great liberties without doors, and to turn fome

of their fpeeches into ridicule. Upon which an

order was iffued to take St. John alfo into cufto-

dy ; and then the Commons came to the follow-

ing fpirited refolutions :
" That it is the undeni-

" able privilege of this Affembly to commit fuch

" perfons they may judge to deferve it : That the

" freedom of fpeech and debate ought not to be im-

" peached or queflioned in any court or place out of

" that houfe : That it is a contempt and violation of

<c the privileges of that houfe, to call in queftion any

" of their commitments: i hat no writ of habeas

" corpus lies in favour of any perfon committed by

" that houfe, and that the meffenger attending do

" yield no obedience to fach ; and that the Chief

" Juftice be made acquainted with thefe refolutions."

In confequence of which, Wright complained before

the Governor and Council of thefe refolutions, as

tending to the diffolution of all government, and

charged the lower houfe with difallowing his Maje-

fty's undoubted prerogative, and with renouncing

obedience to his writs of habeas corpus. But the

Council in general approved of their conduct, and

were of opinion, that the Affembly of Carolina had

that fame privilege there, that the Houfe of Com-

mons had in England. In fhort, this affair created

ibme trouble in the colony. For while a flrong party,

from motives of private intereft, fupported the Chief

Juftice ; the Affembly refolved, " That he appeared

" to be prejudiced againft the people, and was there-

u fore unworthy of the office he held, and that it

" would tend to the tranquillity of the province im-

i1 mediately to fufpend him/'

In
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In this fituation was the colony about the end of the

year 1733. Each planter, eager in the purfuit of large

pofieffions of land, which were formerly neglected,

becaufe of little value, (trenuoufly vied with his neigh-

bour for a fuperiority of fortune, and feemed im-

patient of every reftraint that hindered or cramped

him in his favourite purfuit. Many favours and in-

dulgences had already been granted them from the

Crown, for promoting their fuccefs and profperity,

and for fecuring the province againft external ene-

mies. What farther favours they expected, we may

learn from the following Memorial and Reprefen-

tation of the ftate of Carolina, tranfmitted to his

Majefty, bearing date April 9th, 1734, and fign-

ed by the Governor, the Prefident of the Council,

and the Speaker of the Commons Houfe of Af-

fembly.

" Your Majefly's mod dutiful fubje&s of this state of

<e province, having often felt, with hearts full of gra- thecola-

" titude, the many fignal initances of your Majefly's
nj'

" peculiar favour and protection, to thofe diilant

M parts of your dominions, and efpecially thofe late

" proofs of your Majefly's mod gracious and benign

" care, fo wifely calculated for the prefervation of

M this your Majefly's frontier province on the conti-

" nent of America, by your royal charter to the

*' Truflees for eftablifhing the colony of Georgia,

* and your great goodnefs fo timely applied, for the

" promoting the fettlement of the Swifs at Purif-

" burgh ; encouraged by fuch views of your Maje-

" fly's wife and paternal care, extended to your re-

" moteft fubjecls, and excited by the duty we owe
li

to your mofl facred Majefly, to be always watchful

" for
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" for the fupport and fecurity of your Majefty's in-

K
tere ft, efpeciaily at this very critical conjuncture,

a when the flame of a war breaking out in Europe
41 may very fpeedily be lighted here, in this your

" Majefty's frontier province, which, in fituation, is

'• known to be of the utmofl importance to the ge-

" nerai trade and traffic in America : we, therefore,

" your Majefty's mod faithful Governor, Council,

" and Commons, convened in your Majefty's pro-
41 vince of South Carolina, crave leave with great

" humility to reprefent to your Majetly the prelent
41 date and condition of this y.our province, and how
44 greatly it dands in need of your Majefty's gracious
61 and timely fuccour in cafe of a war, to afiift our

" defence againd the French and Spaniards, or any
44 other enemies to your Majefty's dominions, as well

" as againft the many nations of favages which fo

" nearly threaten the fafety of your Majefty's fub-

" jeds."

" The province of South Carolina, and the new
" colony of Georgia, are the fouthern frontiers of
11

all your Majefty's dominions on the continent of
" America; to the fouth and fouth-weft of which is

" fituated the ftrong caftle of St. Auguftine, garri-

" foned by four hundred Spaniards, who have feve-

" ral nations of Indians under their fubjeclion, befides

" feveral other fmall fcttlements and garrifons, lbme
" of which are not eighty miles diftant from the co-

14 lony of Georgia. To the fouth-weft and weft of

" us the French have creeled a confiderable town,
41 near fort Thouloufe on the Moville river, and fe-

n veral other forts and garrifons, fome not above
" three hundred miles diftant from our fettlements

;

i " and
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and at New Orleans on the Mifiiffippi river, fmce

her late Majeity Queen Anne's war, they have ex-

ceedingly increafed their llrength and traffic, and

have now many forts and garrifons on both fides

of that great river for feveral hundred miles up the

fame ; and fince his moll Chri-iian Majeity has

taken out of the IVJiffiilippi Company the govern-

ment of that country into his own hands, the

French natives in Canada come daily down in

ih-als to fettle all along that river, where many re-

gular forces have of late been font over by the King-

to ilrengthen the garrifons in thofe places, and,

according to our beit and latetf. advices, they have

five hundred men in pay, confiantly employed as

wood-rangers, to keep their neighbouring Indians

in fubjeclion, and to prevent the diftant ones from

diilurbing the fettlements ; which management of

the French has fo well fucceeded, that we are very

well allured they have now wholly in their poiTef-

fion and under their influence, the feveral numerous

nations of Indians that are iituated near the MiiTif-

fippi river, one of which, called the Cho&aws, by

eitimation coniiils of about five thoufand fighting

men, and who were always deemed a very warlike

nation, lies on this fide the river, not above four

hundred miles diltant from our out-fettlements,

among whom, as well as feveral other nations of

Indians, many French Europeans have been fent

to fettle, whom the prieits and miilionaries among
them encourage to take Indian wives, and ufe di-

vers other alluring methods to attach the Indians

the better to the French alliance, by which means

the French are become throughly acquainted with

the Indian way, warring and living in the woods,

Vol. II. E » and

oa
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* and have now a great number of white men among
" them, able to perform a long march with an army

" of Indians upon any expedition.

" We further beg leave to inform your Majefty,

" that if the meafures of France mould provoke your

" Majefty to a (late of hoftility againft it in Europe,

" we have great reafon to expect an invafion will be

" here made upon your Majefty's fubjecls by the

" French and Indians from the Mifliflippi fettlements.

" They have already paved a way for a defign of that

" nature, by erecting a fort called the Albama fort,

" alias Fort Lewis, in the middle of the Upper Creek
" Indians, upon a navigable river leading to Mobile,

" which they have kept well garrifoned and mounted
" with fourteen pieces of cannon, and have lately been
" prevented from erecling afecond nearer to us on that

" quarter. The Upper Creeks are a nation very bold,

" active and daring, confiding of about two thoufand

" five hundred fighting men, (and not above one

" hundred and fifty miles diftant from the Choctaws),

" whom, though we heretofore have traded with,

" claimed and held in our alliance, yet the French,

" on account of that fort and a fuperior ability to

" make them liberal prefents, have been for fome
" time driving to draw them over to their intereft,

" and have fucceeded with fome of the towns of the
M Creeks ; which, if they can be fecured in your

" Majefty's intereft, are the only nation which your

" Majcfty's fubjecls here can depend upon as the

" belt barrier againfl any attempts either of the

" French or their confederate Indians.

« We
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" We mod humbly beg leave farther to inform
<l your Majefty, that the French at Mobile percei-

" ving that they could not gain the Indians to their

" interefl without buying their deer-fkins, (which is

" the only commodity the Indians have to purchafe

u neceffaries with), and the French not being able

" to difpofe of thole fkins by reafon of their having
li no vent for them in Old France, they have found

" means to encourage veflels from hence, New-York,
u and other places, (which are not prohibited by the

" ads of trade), to truck thofe fkins with them for

*• Indian trading goods, efpecially the Britiih woollen

*• manufactures, which the French difpofe of to the

" Creeks and Choctaws, and other Indians, by which
" means the Indians are much more alienated from

U our interefl:, and on every occafion object to us that
11 the French can fupply them with ftrouds and blan-
a kets as well as the Englifh, which would have the

* contrary effect if they were wholly fupplied with

" thofe commodities by your Majefly's fubjects tra-

" ding with them. If a flop were therefore put to that

" pernicious trade with the French, the chief depen-
u dence of the Creek Indians wrould be on this govern-

" ment, and that of Georgia, to fupply them with

" goods ; by which means great part of the Choc-
«' taws, living next the Creeks, would fee the advan-
*' tage the Creek Indians enjoyed by having Britifh
* : woollen manufactures wholly from your Majefty's

" fubjects, and thereby be invited in a fliort time to

" enter into a treaty of commerce with us, which
" they have lately made fome offers for, and which,
" if effected, will foon leffen the interefl of the French
" with thofe Indians, and by degrees attach them to
<( that of your Majefty.

E 2 " The
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" The only expedient we can propofe to recover

" and confirm that nation to your Majeliy's intereft,

" is by fpeedily making them prefents to withdraw

" them from the French alliance, and by building

" fome forts among them your Majeity may be put

*' in fuch a fuuation, that on the fir It notice of ho-

* (lilities with the French, your Majefty may be a-

'* ble at once to reduce the Albama fort, and we
" may then Rand againft the French and their In-

" dians, which, if not timely prepared for before a

" war breaks out, we have too much reafon to

" fear we may be foon over-run by the united

" ftrength of the French, the Creeks and Choclaws,

^ with many other nations of their Indian allies

:

" for, mould the Creeks become wholly enemies, who
" are well acquainted with all our fettlements, we
" probably mould alfo be foon deferted by the Che-

" rokees, and a few others, final I tribes of Indians,

cc who, for the fake of our booty, would readily

u join to make us a prey to the French and favages.

cc Ever fmce the late Indian war, the offences given

" us then by the Creeks have made that nation very

" jealous of your Majeity's fubjecls of* this province.

" "We have therefore concerted meafures with the

" honourable James Ogletho>pe, Efq; who, being

" at the head of a new colony, will (we hope) be

" fuccefsful for your Majefty's intereft among that

" people. He has already by prefents attached the

" Lower Creeks to your Majeity, and has laudably

" undertaken to endeavour the fixing a garrifon a*

* c mdftg the Upper Creeks, the expence of which is

" already in part provided for in this feffion of the

" General Aflembly of this province. We hope there-

<:
fore to prevent the French from encroaching far-

44 thcr
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$ ther on your Majefty's territories, until your Ma-
" jeity is graciouily pleafed further to itrengthen and

" fecure the fame.

" We find the Cherokee nation has lately become
" very infolent to your Majcfty -s fubjecls trading a-

il mong them, notwithstanding the many favours the

" chiefs of that nation received from your Majesty

"
in Great-Britain, befides a confiderable expence

" which your Majefty's fubjecls of this province

" have been at in making them prefents, which in-

" dines us to believe that the French, by their In-

** dians, have been tampering with them. We
" therefore beg leave to inform your Majefty, that

" the building and mounting fome forts likewife a-

" mong the Cherokees, and making them prefents

" will be highly neceilary to keep them fteady in

" their duty to your Majefty, left the French may
" prevail in feducing that nation, which they may
" the more readily be inclined to from the profpecl

" of getting confiderable plunder in Haves, cattle,

" &c. commodities which they very well know we
" have among us, feveral other forts will be indif-

" penfibly neceilary, to be a cover to your Majefty's

" fubjecls fettled backwards in this province, as alfo

" to thofe of the colony of Georgia, both which in

" length are very extenfive ; for though the truftees

"• for eftablifning the colony of Georgia, by a parti-

" cular fcheme of good management, painfully con-

" dueled by the gentleman engaged here in that

" charitable enterprife, has put that fmall part of

" the colony, which he has not yet been able to e~

"
ftablilh, in a tenable condition, againft the Spam-

'•'

aids of Florida which lie to the fouthward ;
yet

" the
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" the back expofition of thofe colonies to the vafl

" number of French and Indians which border on
" the weftward, mud, in cafe of a war, cry greatly

" aloud for your Majefty's gracious and timely fuc-

" cour. The expence of our fafety on fuch an oc-

" cafion, we mud, with all humility, acquaint your
u Majefly, either for men or money, can never be

" effected by your Majefty's fubjecls of this pro-
11 vince, who, in conjunction with Georgia, do not

" in the whole amount to more than three thoufand

" five hundred men, which compofe the militia, and
" wholly confift of planters, tradefmen, and other

" men of bufinefs.

" Besides the many dangers which by land we
" are expofed to from fo many enemies that lie on
* the back of us ; we further beg leave to reprefent

* to your Majefty, the defencelefs condition of our

" ports and harbours, where any enemies of your
u Majefty's dominions may very eafily by fea invade

" us, there being no fortifications capable of making
lt much refiftance. Thofe in Charleftown harbour are

" now in a very mattered condition, occafioned by the

il late violent ftorms and hurricanes, which already

" coft this country a great deal of money, and now
" requires feveral thoufands of pounds to repair the

" old and build new ones, to mount the ordnance

" which your Majefty was graciouily pleafed to fend

" us, which, with great concern, we muft inform

" your Majefty we have not yet been able to ac-

" complifh, being lately obliged, for the defence and
<c fupport of this your Majefty's province and go-
" vernment, to raife, by a tax on the inhabitants, a

" fupply of above forty thoufand pounds paper cur-

" rency
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" rency per annum, "which is a considerable deal

" more than a third part of all the currency among
" us; a charge which your Majefty's Subjects of this

" province are but barely able to fuftain. Since

" your Majefty's royal inftrucYion to your Majefty's

" Governor here, an entire (lop has been put to the

" duties which before accrued from European goods

" imported ; and if a war mould happen, or any

" thing extraordinary, to be farther expenfive here,

" we mould be under the utmoft difficulties to pro-

" vide additionally for the fame, left an increafe of

" taxes with an apprehenfion of danger, mould
" drive away many of our prefent inhabitants, as

" well as difcourage others from coming here to fet-

" tie for the defence and improvement of your Ma-
11 jefty's province, there being feveral daily moving
•• with their families and effects to North Carolina,

" where there are no fuch fears and burdens.

" We muft therefore beg leave to inform your

" Majefty, that, amidft our other perilous circum-

*' (lances, we are fubject to many inteftine dangers

" from the great number of negroes that are now
11 among us, who amount at leaft to twenty-two

" thoufand perfons, and are three to one of all your

" Majefty's white fubjecls in this province. Infur-

" reclions againft us have been often attempted, and
" would at any time prove very fatal if the French
" mould inftigate them, by artfully giving them
" an expectation of freedom. In fuch a fituation

*' we molt humbly crave leave to acquaint your

" Majefty, that even the prefent ordinary expences

" necelTary for the care and fupport of this your

" Majefty's province and government, cannot be pro-

<c vided
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" vided for by your Majefty's fubjects of this prd-

" vince, without your Majefty's gracious pleafure to

" continue thofe laws for eftablifhing the duty on ne-

" groes and other duties for fevcjl years, and for ap-

a propriating the fame, which now lie before ycur

u Majefty for your royal afTent and approbation ; and

" the further expences that will be requifite for the

tC erecting fome forts, and eftablifhing garrifons in

" the feveral necefiary places, fo as to form a barrier

u for the fecurity of this your Majefty's province, we
n moil: humbly fubmit to your Majefty.

" Your Majefty's fubje&s of this province, with

" fulnefs of zeal, duty and affection to your mod
" gracious and facred Majefty, are fo highly fenfible

" of the great importance of this province to the

" French, that we muft conceive it more than pro-

" bable, if a war fhould happen, they will ufe all

" endeavours to bring this country under their fub-

" je&ion \ they would be thereby enabled to fupport

" their fugar iflands with all forts of provifions and

" lumber by an eafy navigation, which to our great

" advantage is not fo practicable from the prefent

" French colonies, befides the facility of gaining

" then to their interefl moft of the Indian trade on
Li the northern continent ; they might then eaftly

" unite the Canadees and Choclaws, with the many
" other nations of Indians which are now in their

" interefl. And the feveral ports and harbours of

M Carolina and Georgia, which now enable your

" Majefty to be abfolute mailer of the pailagc

" through the Gulf of Florida, and to impede, at

" your pleafure, the transportation home of the Spa-

" nifh treafure, would then prove fo many conve-

" nient
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- s merit harbours for your Msrjefty*s enemies, by
" their privateers or (hips of war to annoy a great

" part ox the Britiili trade to America, as well as

" that which is carried on through the Gulf from
4< Jamaica ; behdes the l.ofs which Great Britain

" mull: feel in fo confiderable a part of its naviga-

" tion, as well as the exports of mafts, pitch, tar,

" and turpentine, which, without any dependence

*' on the northern parts of Europe, are from hence

" plentifully fupplied for the ufe of the Britifli fhip-

cc This is the prefent (late and conditionof your
*• Majefty's province of South- Carolina, utterly in-

u capable of finding funds fufficient for the defence

" of this wide frontier, and fo deftitute of white men,
u that even money itfelf cannot here raife a fuflicient

5C body of them.

" W.th all humility we therefore beg leave to

u lay ourfelves at the feet of your [viajefty, humbly
cc imploring your Majefty's mod gracious care in

c; the extremities we (hould be reduced to on the

" breaking out of a war ; and that your Majefty

* would be graciouily pleafed to extend your protec-

11 tion to us, as your Majefty, in your great wifdom,
u

fliall think proper.

"

In the mean time the Truftees for Georgia had

been employed in framing a plan of fettlement, Vuiarions

and eftabliihing fuch public regulations as they °f the

• j j n. r r • '
i j r Truftees,

judged molt proper tor aniwermg the great end ot

the corpo ation. In this general plan they confidered

each inhabitant both as a planter and a foldier, who
Vol. II. F mud
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muft be provided with arms and ammunition for

defence, as well as with tools and utenfils for cul-

tivation. As the ftrcngth of the province was their

chief object in view, they agreed to eftablifh fuch

tenures for holding lands in it as they judged mod
favourable for a military eftablifh ment. Each trad

of land granted was confidered as a military fiefj

for which the pofleflbr was to appear in arms, and

take the field, when called upon for the public de-

fence. To prevent large tracts from falling in pro-

eefs of time into one hand, they agreed to grant

their lands in tail male in preference to tail general.

On the termination of the eftate in tail male, the

lands were to revert to the truft ; and fuch lands

thus reverting were to be granted again to fuch per-

fons, as the common council of the truft mould

judge moil advantageous for the colony ; only the

Truftees in fuch a cafe were to pay fpecial regard to

the daughters of fuch perfons as had made improve-

ments on their lots, efpecially when not already

provided for by marriage. The wives of fuch per-

fons as mould furvive them, were to be during

their lives entitled to the manfion-houfe, and one-

half of the lands improved by their hufbands. No
man was to be permitted to depart the province

without licence. If any part of the lands granted

by the Truftees, (hall not be cultivated, cleared, and

fenced round about with a worm fence, or pales, fix

feet high, within eighteen years from the date of the

grant, fuch part was to revert to the truft, and the

grant with refpe£t to it to be void. All forfeitures

for non-refidence, high-treafon, felonies, &c. were

to the Truftees for the ufe and benefit of the co-

lony. The ufe of negroes was to be absolutely

prohibited,
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prohibited, and alfo the importation of rum. None

of the colonifls were to be permitted to trade with

Indians, but fuch as mould obtain a fpecia! licence for

that purpofe.

These were fome of the fundamental regulations

eftablifhed by the Trustees of Georgia, and perhaps

the imagination of man could fcarcely have framed Their im-

a fyflem of rules worfe adapted to the ci re urn (lances political

and fituation of the poor fettlers, and of more per- .r *
m

r tions.

nicious confequence to the profperity of the province.

Yet, although the Tru flees were greatly miflaken,

with refpect to their plan of fettlement, it muft be

acknowledged their views were generous. As the

people fent out by them were the poor and unfortu-

nate, who were to be provided with neceiTaries at

their public (lore, they received their lands upon con-

dition of cultivation, and by their perfonal refidence,

of defence. Silk and wine being the chief articles .

intended to be raifed, they judged negroes were not

requifite to thefe purpofes. As the colony was de-

figned to be a barrier to South Carolina, againft the

Spanifh fettlement at Auguftine, they imagined that

negroes would rather weaken than ttrengthen it, and

that fuch poor colonifls would run into debt, and

ruin themfelves by purchafing them. Rum was judg-

ed pernicious to health, and ruinous to the infant

fettlement. A free trade with Indians was coniidefe'd

as a thing that might have a tendency to involve t!

people in quarrels and troubles with the powerful fa-

vages, and expofe them to danger and deftrucYion*

Such were probably the motives which induced thofe

humane and generous perfons to impofe fuch foolifh

and ridiculous reflriclions on their colony. For by

F 2 granting
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granting their final! eflates in tail male, they drove

the fettlers from Georgia, who foon found that a-

bundance of lands could be obtained in America

upon a larger fcale, and on much better terms. By
the prohibition of negroes, they rendered it imprac-

ticable in fuch a climate to make any imprefiion on

the thick fored, Europeans being utterly unqualified

for the heavy tank. By their difcharging atiade with

the Weft Indies, they not only deprived the coloniiis

of an excellent and convenient market for their lum-

ber, of which they had abundance on their lands, but

alfo of rum, which, when mixed with a fufficieut

quantity of water, has been found in experience the

cheapen1 , the mod refreshing, and nouriihing drink

for workmen in fuch a ioggy and burning climate.

The Truftees, like other diftant legiflators, who
framed their regulations upon principles of fpecula-

tion, were liable to many errors and miftakcs, and

however good their de^igo^ their rules were found

improper and impracticable. The Carolineans plainly

perceived, that they would prove unfurmountable ob-

(tacles to the progress and profperity of the colony,

and therefore from motives of pity began to invite the

poor Georgians to come over Savanna river, and

fettle in Carolina, being convinced that they could

never fuccecd under fuch impolitic and opprchive re-

ftrictions.

Besides the large fums of money which the Truf-

tees had expended for the fettle ment of Georgia, the

Parliament had alfo granted during the two pad years

thirty fix thoufand pounds towards carrying into ex~

urion the humane purpofe of the corporation. But

after,
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after the reprefenration and memorial from the le-

gifiature of Carolina reached Britain, the nation con-

sidered Georgia to be of the utmofl importance to

the Britifli fettlements in America, and began to

make dill more vigorous efforts for its fpeedy popu-

lation. The firft embarkations of poor people from

England, being collected from towns and cities, were

found equally idle and ufelefs members of fociety

abroad, as they had been at home. An hardy and

bold race or men, inured to rural labour and fa-

tigue, they were perfuaded would be much better

adapted both for cultivation and defence. To find

men poffciTed of thefe qualifications, the Truftees

turned their eyes to Germany and the Highlands of

Scotland, and refolved to fend over a number of Scotch

and German labourers to their infant province. When r,^° .

1 Colonies

they publifhed their terms at Invernefs, an hundred of High-

and thirty Highlanders immediately accepted them, landers

j r 1 ^ • x n - and Ger"

and were transported to Georgia. A town-ihip on mans

the river Aiatamaha, which was confidered as the fent out.

boundary between the Britifli and Spanifh territories,

was allotted for the Highlanders, on which dangerous

Situation they fettled, and built a town, which they

called New Invernefs. About the fame time an hun-

dred and feventy Germans embarked with James Ogle-

thorpe, and were fixed in another quarter ; fo that, in

the fpacc of three years, Georgia received above four

hundred Britifli fubjects, and about an hundred and

feventy foreigners. Afterwards feveral adventurers,

both from Scotland and Germany, followed their

countrymen, and added further drength to the pro-

vince, and the Truflees flattered themfclves with the

hopes of foon feeing it in a promifmg condition.

Ths
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Thomas
Brough-
ton

Lieut.

-

governor

of Caro-

lina.

The fame year Carolina loft: Robert John Ton, her

favourite Governor, whofe death was as much lament-

ed by the people, as during his life he had been

beloved and refpe&ed. The province having been

much indebted to his wifdom, courage and abilities,

to perpetuate his memory among them, and, in tef-

timony of their efteem, a monument v/as erected

in their church at the public expence. After his

deceafe the government devolved on Thomas Brough-

ton, a plain honeft man, but little diftinguifhed either

for his knowledge or valour. As the welfare of the

province depended greatly on its government, no man

ought to be entrufted with fuch a charge but men of

approved virtue and capacity. There is as~ much
danger arifing to a community from a feeble and

contemptible government, as from an excefs of

power committed to its rulers. Weak and unexperi-

enced hands hold the reins of government with awk-

wardnefs and difficulty, and being eafily impofed up-

on, their authority finks into contempt. At this time

many of the leading men of the colony fcrupled not

to praclife impofitions, and being eagerly bent on

engroffing lands, the Lieutenant-Governor freely

granted them warrants ; and the planters, provided

they acquired large poiTeffions, were not very fcru-

pulous about the legality of the way and manner in

which they were obtained.

Ogle-
thorpe

fortifies

Georgia.

James Oglethorpe having brought a number

of great guns with him from England, now began

to fortify Georgia, by erecting ftrong-holds on its fron-

tiers, where he judged they might be ufeful for its fafe-

ty and protection. At one place
?
which he called Au*

gufta,
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gufta, a fort was erected on the banks of Savanna

river, which was excellently fituated for protecting the

Indian trade, and holding treaties of commerce and al-

liance with feveral of thefavage nations. At another

place, called Frederica, on an iiland nigh the mouth

of the river Alatamaha, another fort, with four regu-

lar baftions, was erected, and feveral pieces of cannon

were mounted on it. Ten miles nearer the fea a

battery was raifed, commanding the entrance into

the found, through which all mips of force mud
come that might be fent againft Frederica. To keep

little garrifons in thefe forts, to help the Truftees

to defray the expences of fuch public works, ten

thoufand pounds were granted by the parliament of

Great Britain.

While James Oglethorpe was thus bufily employ- Which

ed in (lengthening Georgia, he received a mefTage S lves um

from the Governor of Augufline, acquainting him that the Spa-

a Spanifh Commiffioner from the Havanna had arrived niards,

there, in order to make certain demands of him, and

would meet him at Frederica for that purpofe. At the

fame time he had advice, that three companies of foot

had come along with him to that Spanifh fettlement. A
fewdays afterwards this Commiffioner came to Georgia
by fea, and Oglethorpe, unwilling to permit him to

come to Frederica, difpatched a (loop to bring him into

Jekyl Sound, where he intended to hold a conference

with him. Flere the Commiffioner had the modefly

to demand, that Oglethorpe and his people mould

immediately evacuate all the territories to the fouth-

ward of St. Helena Sound, as they belonged to th£

King of Spain, who was determined to maintain his

right
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right to them ; and if he refufed to comply with his

demand, he had orders to proceed to Charleftowu

and lay the fame before the Governor and Council

of that province. Oglethorpe endeavoured to con-

vince him that his Catholic Majefty had been mifin-

formed with refpect to thofe territories, but to no

purpofe ; his inftrucYions were peremptory, and the

conference broke up without coining to any agree-

ment. After which Oglethorpe embarked with all

poffible expedition, and failed for England.

During his abfence the ftrict law of the Truftees,

refpecting the turn trade, had like to have created a

quarrel between the Carolineans and Georgians. The

fortification at Augufta had induced fome traders of

Carolina to open (tores at that place, fo conveniently

fituated for commerce with Indian nations. For this

purpofe, land carriage being expenfive, they intended

to force their way by water with loaded boats up Sa-

vanna river to their (tores at Augufta. But as they

pafled the town of Savanna, the magiftrates rafhly or-

dered the boats to be ftopt, the packages to be open-

ed, the cafks of rum to be ftaved, and the people to

be confined. Such injurious treatment was not to

be fuflered ; the Carolineans determined to give a

check to their infolence, and for that purpofe depu-

ted two perfons, one from the Council and another

from the AfTembly, to demand of the Georgians

by what authority they prefumed to feize and de-

ftroy the effects of their traders, or to compel them

to fubmit to their code of laws. The magiftrates of

Georgia, fenfible of their error, made great concef-

fions to the deputies* and treated them with the ut-

moft civility and refpect. The goods were inftantly

2 ordered
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ordered to be returned, the people to be fet at liber-

ty, and all manner of fatisfa&ion was given to the

deputies they could have expected. Strict orders

were lent to the agents of Georgia among Indians

not to moled the traders from Carolina, but* to give

them all the ailiftance and protection in their power.

The Carolineans, on the other hand, engaged not to

fftittgg^: any ftrong liquors among the fettlers of

Georgia, and the navigation on the river Savanna was

declared equally open and free to both provinces.

About the fame time the French took the field a-

gainft the Emperor; and the liumes of war kindling

between fuch powerful potentates, would, it was

thought, inevitably fpread, and involve all Europe in

the quarrel. In cafe Great Britain (hould interfere in

this matter, and declare in favour of the Emperor,

orders were lent out to the Governors of Quebec and

New Orleans to invadethe weakeit frontiers of the Bri-

tiih fcttlcments of America. For this purpofe an army

was formed in New France, and preparations were

made for uniting the force of Canada, and Louifiana

to attack Carolina. But before this defign was put

in execution, advice came, that the clouds of war

which threatened Europe were difperfed, and a gene-

ral peace was reitored, by the mediation of Britain and

Holland. This put a (lop to the motions of the main

body in Canada ; however, a detachment of two

hundred French and lour hundred Indians were fent

down the Miififiippi, to meet a party from New Or-

leans to cut off the Chickefaw Indians. This tribe

were the firm allies of Britain, and the braveft na-

tion of favages on the continent, but confided only

of between fix and eight hundred gun-men. The

Vol. IL G French
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The brave French having encroached on their lands, and built

faws d- forne f° r*s nigh them, had on that account.drawn upon

feat the themfelves their invincible enmity and refentment.

The Chickefaws had long obflinately oppofed their

progrefs up the river MillilTippi, and were now the

chief obftacle that prevented a regular communica-

tion between LouiHana and Canada. The French

determined to remove it, by extirpating this trouble-

ibme nation, and for this purpofe fell down the ri-

ver in boats to the place where they expected to

meet their friends from New Orleans. But the

party from the fouthward not coming up at the

time appointed, and the Canadians thinking them-

felves llrong enough for the enterprize, began the

war by attacking the Chickefaw towns. Upon which

the ravages gathered together above three hundred

warriors, gave the French battle in an open field, and,

though with confiderable lofs, compleatly defeated

them. Above forty Frenchmen and eight Indians

were killed on the fpot, and the reft were taken prifon-

ers, among whom was their commander, and chief,

brother to Monf. Bienville, Governor of New Or-

leans. Hard was the fate of the unfortunate prifoners,

who for feveral days were kept almofr. perifhing with

hunger in the wildernefs, and at laft were tied to a

flake, tortured, and burned to death. Another party

of French from Mobile, in the fame year, advanced

againft the Creeks, who were alfo unfuccefsful, and

obliged to retreat with confiderable lofs. Carolina

rejoiced at thole difafters, and began now more than

ever to court the friendfhip and interelt of thefe rude

nations in their neighbourhood, confiderimi them as

the belt barrier againft rhcir natural enemies.

By
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By this lime the Epifeopalian form of divine wot- Religiou^

Hi
i
p had gained ground in Carolina, and was more ^Vcck

countenanced by the people than any other. That lony.

zeal for the right of private judgment had much
abated, and - thofe prejudices agamic the hierarchy,

which the ftrft emigrants carried from England with

them, were now almoir entirely worn off from the

fucceeding generation. To bring about this change,

no doubt the well-timed zeal and extenfive bounty

of the fociety, incorporated for the propagation of

the Gofpel, had greatly contributed. At this time

the corporation had no lefs than twelve miffionaries in

Carolina, each of whom fhared of their bounty.

Indeed, a mild church-government, together with

able, virtuous, and prudent teachers, in time com-
monly give the eftablifhment in every country a fu-

periority over all feciaries. Spacious churches had.

been erected in the province, which were pretty well

fupplied with clergymen, who were paid from the

public treafury, and countenanced by the civil au-

thority, all which favoured the eftablifhed church.

The diflenters of Carolina were not only obligeJ

to erect and uphold their churches, and maintain

their clergy by private contributions, but alio to con-

tribute their (hare in the way of taxes, in proportion

to their ability, equally with their neighbours, towards

the maintenance of the poor, and the fuppcrt of the

eftablifhment. This indeed many of them coniidered

as a grievance, but having but few friends in the

provincial afiembly, no redrefs could be obtained

for them. Befides, the eftablifhment gave its adherents

many advantageous privileges in point of power ami

authority over perfons of other denominations. It

gave them the bed chance for being elected members

G 2 of
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of the legiilature, and of courfe of being appointed tot

offices, both civil and military in their refpective di-

ftricts. Over youthful minds, fond of power, pomp

and military parade, iuch advantages have great

weight. JJiilenters indeed had the free choice of

their miniflers, but even this is often the caufe of

divilion. When differences happen in a pariih, the

minority muft yield, and therefore through private

pique, difcontent or refentment, they often conform

to the eftabhihment. It is always difficult, and of-

ten impoilible for a miniiler to pleafc all parties, ef-

pecially where all claim an equal right to judge and

chufe for themfelves, and divifions and fubdivifions

leldom fail to ruin the power and influence of all

fectaries. *This was evidently the cafe in Carolina:

for many of the poflerity of rigid Diffenters were

now found firm adherents to the church of England,

which had grown numerous on the ruins of the dif-

fenting intereff.

Howevfr, the emigrants from Scotland and Ire-

land, mod of whom were Prefbyterians, (till corn-

pofed a confiderable party of the province, and

kept up the Prelbyterian form of worfhip in it. Ar-

chibald Stobo, of whom I have formerly taken

notice, by great diligence and abili.y Hill prcicrved a

number of followers. An aiTociation had been form-

ed in favour of this mode of religious worfnip, by

MefiVs. Stobo, Fifhcr, and Witherfpoon, three mi-

niflers of the church of Scotland, together with Jo-

ieph Stanynrn, and Jpfeph Blake, men of refpecla-

blc characters and confiderable fortunes. The Pref-

byterians litui already ercclcd churches at Charles-

town,
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town, Wiltown, and in three of the maritime iilands, The afTo-

for the ufe of the people adhering to that form of p**^" °

religious worlhip. As the inhabitants multiplied, terians.

feveral more in different parts of the province af-

terwards joined them, and built churches, particu-

larly at Jackfotiburgh, Indian Town, Port-Royal,

and Williamfburgh. The fir ft clergymen having

received their ordination in the church of Scotland,

the fundamental rules of the alFociation were fra-

med according to the forms, doctrines, and dif-

cipline of that eftablilhment, to which they a-

greed to conform as clofely as their local circum-

iiances would admit. Thefe minifters adopted this

mode of religious worfhip, not only from a perfua-

fion of its conformity to the primitive Apoftolic

form, but alfo from a conviction of its being, of all

Others, the mod favourable to civil liberty, equality,

and independence. Senfible that not only natural

endowments', but alfo a competent meafure of learn-

ing and acquired knowledge were necefiary to qua-

lify men for the facred function, and enable them to

difcharge the duties of it with honour and fuccefs,

they affociated on purpofe to prevent deluded me-

chanics, and illiterate novices from creeping into the

pulpit, to the difgrace of the character, and the in-

jury of religion. In different parts of the province,

perfons of this (lamp had appeared, who cried down
all eftablifhments, both civil and religious, and fedu-

ced weak minds from the duties of allegiance, and

all that the Prefbytery could do was to prevent them
from teaching under the fandion of their authority.

But this aifociation of Prefbyterians having little coun-

tenance from government, and no name or autho-

rity
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rity in law, their fuccefs depended wholly on the fu-

perior knowledge, popular talents and exemplary life

of their minifters. From time to time clergymen

were afterwards fent out at the requeft of the peo-

ple from Scotland and Ireland ; and the colonics

contributed to maintain them, till at length funds

were eftablimed in truft by private legacies and do-

nations, to be appropriated for the fupport of Pref-

byterian minifters, and the encouragement of that

mode of religious worfliip and government.

Remarks
on paper-

currency.

I have feveral times made remarks on the paper-

currency of the province, which the planters were al-

ways for increafing, and the merchants and money len-

ders for finking. The exchange of London, like a

commercial thermometer, ferved to meafure the rife

or fall of paper-credit in Carolina ; and the price of

bills of exchange commonly afcertained the value

of their current money. The permanent riches of

the country confided in lands, houfes, and negroes

;

and the produce of the lands, improved by negroes,

raw materials, provifions, and naval ftores, were

exchanged for what the province wanted from other

countries. The attention of the mercantile part

was chiefly employed about flaple commodities ;

and as their great object was prefent profit, it was

natural for them to be governed by that great axi-

om in trade, whoever brings commodities cheap-

efl and in the beft order to market, muft always

meet with the greatelt encouragement and fuccefs.

The planters, on the other hand, attended to the

balance of trade, which was turned in their favour,

and concluded, that when the exports of any pro-

vince
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vince exceeded its imports, whatever loiTes private

perfons might now and then fu(lain, yet that province

upon the whole was growing rich. Let us fuppofe,

what was indeed far from being the cafe, that Georgia

fo far advanced in improvement as to rival Carolina

in raw materials, and exchangeable commodities,

and to underfell her at the markets in Europe : This

advantage could only arife from the fuperior quality

of her lands, the cheapnefs of her labour, or her

landed men being contented with fmaller profits. In

fuch a cafe it was the bufmefs of the Carolina mer-

chants to lower the price of her commodities, in or-

der to reap the fame advantages with her neigh-

bours ; and this could only be done by reducing the

quantity of paper-money in circulation. If gold and

iilver only pad current in Georgia, which by general

confent was the medium of commerce throughout

the world, if fhe had a fufficient quantity of them to

anfwer the purpofes of trade, and no paper-currency

had been permitted to pafs current ; in fuch cafe her

commodities would bring their full value at the provin-

cial market, and no more, according to the general

ftandard of money in Europe. Suppolmg alfo that Ca-

rolina had a quantity of gold and filver in circulation,

fufficient for the purpofes of commerce, and that the

planters, in order to raife the value of their produce,

mould iilue paper-money equal to the quantity of

gold and filver in circulation, the confequence would

be, the price of labour, and of all articles of expor-

tation would be doubled. But as the markets of

Europe remained the fame, and her commodities

being of the fame kind and quality with thofe of

Georgia, they would not bring an higher price.

Some perfons mull be lofers, and in the firft inflance

this
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this lofs muft fall en the mercantile intereft, and

moneyed men. Therefore this faperabundance of

paper-credit, on whole foundation the deluded pro-

vince built its vifionary fabric of great wealth, was

not only ufelefs, but prejudicial with refpect to the

community. Paper- money in fuch large quanti-

ties is the bane of commerce, a kind of fictitious

. wealth, making men by high founding language

imagine they are worth thoufands and millions,

while a (hip's load of it would not procure for the

country a regiment of auxiliary troops in time of

war, nor a fuit of clothes at an European market in

time of peace. Had America, from its firft fettlemcnt,

prohibited paper-money altogether, her ftaple commo-

dities muft have brought her, in the courfe of com-

merce, vaft fums of gold and filver, which would have

circulated through the continent, and anfwered all the

purpofes of trade both foreign and domeftic. It is true

the value of gold and filver is equally nominal, and

rifes and falls like the value of other articles of com-

merce, in proportion to the quantity in circulation.

But as nations in general have fixed on thefe me-

tals as the medium of trade, this has ferved to

(lamp a value on them, and render them the means

not only of procuring every where the necefiaries or.

life, but by fupporting public credit, the chief means

alfo of national protection.

However, fome diilincYion in point of policy

mould perhaps be made between a colony in its in-

fancy, and a nation already pofTefTed of wealth, and

in an advanced flute of agriculture and commerce,

cfpecially while the former is united to, and under

the
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the protection of the latter. To a growing colony,

fuch as Carolina, paper-credit, under certain limita-

tions, was ufeful in feveral refpects ; especially as the

gold and filver always left the country, when it an-

fwered the purpofe of the merchant for remittance

better than produce. This credit ferved to procure

the planter ftrength of hands to clear and cultivate

his fields, from which the real wealth of the province

arofe. But in an improved country fuch as Eng-
land, fupported by labourers, manufacturers and trade,

large emiilions of paper- money leffen the value of

gold and filver, and both caufe them to leave the

country, and its produce and manufactures to come
dearer to market. Adventurous planters in Carolina,

eager to obtain a number of negroes, always ftretched

their credit with the traders to its utmoft pitch ; for

as negroes on good lands cleared themfelves in a few

years, they by this means made an annual addition

to their capital flock. After obtaining this credit, it

then became their interell to maintain their fuperio-

rity in arTembly, and difcharge their debt to the mer-

chants in the eafiefl manner they could. The increafe

of paper-money always proved to them a considerable

afTiitance, as it advanced the price of thofe commodities

they brought to the market, by which they cancelled

their debts with the merchants ; fo that however

much this currency might depreciate, the lofs occa-

fioned by it from time to time fell not on the adven-

turous planters, but on the merchants and money-
lenders, who were obliged to take it in payment of

debts, or produce, which always arofe in price in

proportion to its depreciation.

In excufe for increasing provincial paper-money the

planters always pled the exigencies of the public, fuch

Vql. II. H a*
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as warlike expeditions, raifing fortifications, provid-

ing military {lores, and maintaining garrifons ; thofc

no doubt rendered the meafure fometimes necefiary,

and often realbnabie, but private intereft had alfo

confiderable weight in adopting it, and carrying it

into execution. In the year 1737, a bill of ex-

change on London, for a hundred pounds fterling,

fold for (even hundred and fifty pounds Carolina

currency. Of this the merchants might complain,

but from this period they had too little weight in

the public councils to obtain any redrefs. The only

refource left for them was to raife the price of ne-

groes, and Britifh articles of importation, according

to the advanced price of produce, and bills of ex-

change. However, the exchange again fell to feven

hundred per cent, at which ftandard it afterwards

refted and remained.

Small By this time the poor colonifts of Georgia, after

pro;

of(
gia.

progrefs trial, had become fully convinced of the impropriety

and folly of that plan of fettlement framed by the

Truftees, which,'however well intended, was ill adap-

ted to their circumftances, and ruinous to the fettle-

ment. In the province of Carolina, which lay adjacent,

the colonifts difcovered that there they could obtain

lands not only on better terms, but alfo liberty to pur-

chafe negroes to aflifl in clearing and cultivating them.

They found labour in the burning climate intolerable,

and the dangers and hardmips to which they were

fubje&ed unfurmountable. lnftead of raifing commo-
dities for exportation, the Georgians, by the labour of

feveral years, were not yet able to raife proviiions fuf-

ficient to fupport themfelves and families. Under

fuch discouragements, numbers retired to the Caro-

lina fide of the river, where they had better profpe&s

of
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of fuccefs, and the magiftrates obferved the infant

colony finking into ruin, and likely to be totally

deferted. The freeholders fn and round Savanna

afTembled together, and drew up a (late of their

deplorable circumftances, and tranfmitted it to the

Truftees, in which they reprefented their fuccefs in

Georgia as a thing abfolutely impoflible, without

the enjoyment of the fame liberties and privileges

with their neighbours in Carolina. In two refpecls

they implored relief from the Truftees ; they defired

a fee-fimple or free title to their lands, and liberty to

import negroes under certain limitations, without

which they declared they had neither encouragement

to labour, nor ability to provide for their pofterity.

But the colony of Highlanders, inftead of joining in

this application, to a man remonftrated againft the

introduction of Haves. As they lay contiguous to

the Spanifh dominions, they were appreheniive that

thefe enemies would entice their Haves from them in

time of peace, and in time of war inftigate them to

rife againft their mafters. Befides, they confidered

perpetual ilavery as (hocking to human nature, and

deemed the permifiion of it as a grievance, and

which in fome future day might alfo prove a fcourge,

and make many feel the fmart of that oppreffion.

they fo earnefily defired to introduce. For as the

Spaniards had proclaimed freedom to them, they

alledged that Haves would run away, and ruin poor-

planters ; and at all events would difqualify them the

more for defending the province againft external ene-

mies, while their families were expofed to barbarous

domeftics, provoked perhaps by harm ufage, or grown

defperate through mifery and oppreffion.

H 2 Few
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Few perfons who are acquainted with the country

fhips of W1^ wonder at the complaints of the poor fettlers in

the firft Georgia; for if we " confidcr the climate to which

thev were fent, and the labours and hardlhips they

had to undergo, we may rather be aftonimed that any

'of them furvived the fir It year after their arrival.

When James Oglethorpe took poffefiion of this wil-

dernefs, the whole was an immenfe thick foreil, ex-

cepting favannas, which are natural plains where no

trees grow, and a few Indian fields, where the fa-

vages planted maize for their fubfiftence. In the

province there were the fame wild animals, fimes,

reptiles and infects, which were found in Carolina.

The country in the maritime parts was likewife a

fpacious plain, covered with pine trees, where the

lands were barren and fandy -

9 and with narrow flips

of oaks, hickory, cyprefs, cane, &c. where the lands

were of a better quality. Rains, thunder-ftorms,

hurricanes, and whirlwinds, were equally frequent in

the one province as in the other. Little difference

could be perceived in the foil, which in both was

barren or fwainpy ; and the fame difeafes were

common to both. The lands being covered with

wood, through which the fca-breezes could not pe-

netrate, there was little agitation in the air, which at

fome feafons was thick, heavy and foggy, and at'others

clear, clofe, and fuffocating, both which are very

pernicious to health. The air of the fwampy land

was pregnant with innumerable noxious qualities,

infomuch that a more unwholefome climate was not

perhaps to be found in the univerfe. The poor fet-

tlers confidered this howling wildernefs to which

they were brought, to have been defigned by na-

ture rather for the habitation of wild beads • than

human
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human creatures. They found that difeafes, or even

misfortunes, were in effect equally fatal : for though

neither of them might prove mortal, yet either would

difable them from living, and reduce them to a ftate

in which they might more properly be faid to perifh

than to die.

Nothing has retarded the progrefs and improve-

ment of thefe fouthern fettle ments more than the in-

attention fhewn to the natural productions of the foil,

and the preference which has commonly been given

to articles tranfplan ted from Europe. Over the whole

world different articles of produce are fuited to dif-

ferent foils and climates. As Georgia lay fo con-

venient for fupplying the Weft Indies with maize,

Indian peafe, and potatoes, for which the demand

was very great, perhaps the firft planters could fcarcely

have turned their attention to more profitable arti-

cles, but without ftrength of hands little advantage

could be reaped from them. It is true the Weft-

India Iilands would produce fuch articles, yet the

planters would never cultivate them, while they could

obtain them by purchafe : the lands there fuited

other productions more valuable and advantageous.

Abundance of frock, particularly hogs and black cat-

tle, might have been raifed in Georgia for the fame

market. Lumber was alfo in demand, and might have

been rendered profitable to the province, but nothing

could fucceedthere under the foolifh reftrictions of

the Truftees. European grain, fuch as wheat, oats,

barley, and rye, thrived very ill on the maritime

parts \ and even filk and wine were found upon trial

by no means to anfwer their expectations. The
bounties given for raifing the latter were an en-

courage-
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couragement to the fettlers, but either no pains

were taken to inftruct the people in the proper

methods of railing them, or the foil and climate

were ill adapted for the purpofe. The poor and ig-

norant planters applied themfelves to thofe articles

of hufbandry to which probably they had been for-

merly accuftomed, but which poorly rewarded them

and left them, after all their toil, in a ftarved and

m.iferable condition.

The complaints of the Georgians, however ignorant

they might be, ought not to have been entirely dif-

regarded by the Truftees. Experience fuggefted thofe

inconveniencies and troubles from which they implored

relief. The hints they gave certainly ought to have

been improved towards correcting errors in the firfl

plan of fettlement, and framing another more favour-

able and advantageous. Such fcattered thoughts of

individuals fometimes afford wife men Materials for

forming juft judgments, and improving towards the

eftablifhment of the beft and moil beneficial regula-

tions. The people governed ought never to be exclu-

ded from the attention and regard of their Governors.

The honour of the Truftees depended on the fuccefs

and happinefs of the fettlers, and it was impoflible for

the people to fucceed and be happy without thofe en-

couragements, liberties and privileges abfolutely necef-

fary to the firft ftate of colonization. A free title to

their land, liberty to chufe it, and then to manage it

in fuch a manner as appeared to themfelves mod con-

ducive to their intereft, were the principal incentives

to induftry; and induftry, well directed, is the grand

ibur.ee of opulence to every country.

It
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It muft be acknowledged, for the credit of the be-

nevolent Truftees, that they fent out thefe emigrants

to Georgia under feveral very favourable circumftances.

They paid the expences of their paffage, and fur-

nifhed them with clothes, arms, ammunition, and

inftruments of husbandry. They gave them lands,

and bought for fome of them cows and hogs to be-

gin their (lock. They maintained their family du-

ring the firft year of their occupancy, or until they

mould receive fome return from their lands. So that

if the planters were expofed to hazards from the cli-

mate, and obliged to undergo labour, they certainly

entered on their talk with feveral advantages. The
taxes demanded, comparatively fpeaking, were a mere

trifle. For their encouragement they wrought entire-

ly for themfelves, and for fome time were favoured

with a free and generous maintenance.

By this time an account of the great privileges and

indulgences granted by the crown for the encourage-

ment of emigration to Carolina, had been publifhed

through Britain and Ireland, and many induftrious peo-

ple in different parts had refolved to take the benefit

of his Majefty's bounty. Multitudes of labourers

and hufbandmen in Ireland, opprefTed by land-

lords and bifhops, and unable by their utmofl dili-

gence to procure a comfortable fubfiftence for their coJony

families, embarked for Carolina. The firft co- planted.

lony of Irifh people had lands granted them near

Santee river, and formed the fettlement called Wil-

liamfburgh townfhip. But notwithilanding the boun-

ty of the crown, thefe poor emigrants remained for

feveral years in low and miferable circumftances. The

rigours of the climate, joined to the want of precau-

tion.
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tion, fo common to (trangers, proved fatal to num-

bers of them. Having but fcanty provifions in the

firft age of cultivation, vaft numbers, by their heavy

labour, being both debilitated in body and dejecled

in fpirit, fickened and died in the woods. But as this

townfhip received frequent fupplies from the fame

quarter, the Iriih fettlement, amidft every hardfhip,

increafed in number ; and at length they applied to

the merchants for negroes, who entrufted them with

a few, by which means they were relieved from the

fevered part of the labour, then, by their great dili-

gence and induftry, fpots of land were gradually

cleared, which in the firft place yielded them provi-

fions, and in procefs of time became moderate and

fruitful eftates.

CHAP.
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C II A P. VIII.

FOR feveral years before an open rupture took

place between Great Britain and Spain, no

good underflanding fubfuled between thofe two dif-

ferent courts, neither with refpect to the privileges of

navigation on the Mexican feas, nor to the limits

between the provinces of Georgia and Florida. On
one hand, the Spaniards pretended that they had an

cxclufive right to fome latitudes in the bay of Mexi-

co ; and, on the other, though the matter had never

been clearly afcertained by treaty, the Britifh mer-

chants claimed the privilege of cutting logwood on

the bay of Campeachy. This liberty indeed had been

tolerated on the part of Spain for feveral years, and

the Britifh merchants, from avaricious motives, had

begun a traffic with the Spaniards, and fupplied them

with goods of Englifh manufacture. To prevent

this illicit trade, the Spaniards doubled the number Tra

^
e

^

of fhips ftationed in Mexico for guarding the coafl, by the

giving them orders to board and fearch every Englifh Spaniards

veflel found in thofe feas, to feize on all that carried

contraband commodities, and confine the failors. At

length not only fmugglers, but fair traders were

fearched and detained, fo that all commerce in thofe

feas was entirely obftructed. The Britifh merchants

again and again complained to the miniitry of depre-

dations committed, and damages fuftained ; which

indeed produced one remonflrance after another to

the Spanifh court ; all which were anfwered only by

evafive promifes and delays. The Spaniards flatter-

Vol. II. I ed
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ed the Britifh minifter, by telling him, they would

enquire into the occafion of fuch grievances, and

fettle all differences by way of negotiation. Sir Ro-

bert Walpole, fond of pacific meafures, and trufling

to fuch propofals of accommodation, for feveral years

fuffered the grievances of the merchants to remain

unredrefled, and the trade of the nation to fuffet

great lofles.

In the year 17^8, Samuel Horfley was appointed

Governor of South Carolina, but he dying before

he left England, the charge of the province devol-

William ved on William Bull, a man of good natural abili-

^
l

.

ll]
ties, and well acquainted with the ftate of the pro-

governor, vince. The garrifon at Auguftine having received a

considerable reinforcement, it therefore became the

bufinefs of the people of Carolina, as well as thofe

of Georgia, to watch the motions of their neigh-

bours. As the Spaniards pretended a right to that

province, they were pouring in troops into Auguf-

tine, which gave the Britifh colonics fome reafon to

apprehend they had refolved to afTert their right by

force of arms. William Bull defpatched advice to

England of the growing power of Spain in Eaft Flo-

rida, and at the fame time acquainted the Truflees,

that fuch preparations were making there as evident-

ly portended approaching hoftiiities. The Britifh

miniflers were well acquainted with the ftate of

Carolina, from a late reprefentation tranfmitted by

its provincial legiflature. The Truflees for Georgia

prefented a memorial to the King, giving an ac-

count of the Spanifli preparations, and the feeble

and defencelefs condition of Georgia, and implo-

ring his Majt. fly's gcacicus amffance. In confe-

quence
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quence of which, a regiment of fix hundred effec-

tive men was ordered to be raifed, with a view of

fending them to Georgia. The King having made

James Oglethorpe Major-General of all the forces

of the two provinces, gave him the command of

this regiment, and ordered him out for the protection

of the fouthern frontiers of the Britiih dominions in

America.

About the middle of the fame year, the Heclor, CMe-
and Blandford (hips of war failed, to convoy the thoi-pe's

tranfports which carried General Oglethorpe and his
J.

eS*™en

regiment to that province. Forty fupcrnumeraries Georgia,

followed the General to iupply the place of fuch

officers or foldiers as might ficken and die by the

change of the climate. Upon the arrival of this re-

giment, the people of Carolina and Georgia rejoiced,

and tedified their grateful fenfe of his Majefty's

paternal care in the ftrpngeft terms. The Geor-

gians, who had been for forme time harralfed with fre-

quent alarms, now found themfelves happiiy relieved,

and placed in fuch circumliances as enabled them,

to bid defiance to the Spaniih power. Parties of

the regiment were fent to the different garrifons, and

the expence the Truftees had formerly been at in

maintaining them of courfe ceafed. The General

held his head-quarters at Frederica, but raifed forts

on fome other iilands lying nearer the Spaniards,

particularly in Cumberland and Jekyl iilands, in

which he alfo kept garrifons to watch the motions of

his enemies.

While thefe hofrile preparations were going

#n, it behoved General Oglethorpe to cultivate the

I 2 firmed
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firmeft; friendfhip with Indian nations, that they

might be ready on every emergency to aflift him.

During his abfence the Spaniards had made fe-

veral attempts to feduce the Creeks, who were

niardstry mucn attached to Oglethorpe, by telling them he

in vain to was at Auguftine, and promifed them great pre-
feducethe

ĉnts m care facy would pay him a vifit at that

place. Accordingly fome of their leaders went down

to fee the beloved man, but not finding him there,

they were highly offended, and refolved immediately

to return to their nation. The Spanifh Governor, in

order to cover the fraud, or probably with a defign of

conveying thofe leaders out of the way, that they might

the more eafily corrupt their nation ; told them, that

the General lay fick on board of a (hip in the harbour,

where he would be extremely glad to fee them.

But the favages were jealous of fome bad defign,

and refufed to go, and even rejected their prefents

and offers of alliance. When they returned to

their nation, they found an invitation from Gene-

ral Oglethorpe to all the chieftains to meet him at

Frederica, which plainly difcovered to them the infi-

dious defigns of the Spaniards, and helped not a little

to increafe his power and influence among them.

A number of their head warriors immediately fet

out to meet him at the place appointed, where the

General thanked them for their fidelity, made them

many valuable prefents. and renewed the treaty of

friendfhip and alliance with them. At this congrefs

the Creeks feemed better fatisfied than ufual, agreed

to march a thoufand men to the General's afliitance

whenever he mould demand them, and invited him up

to fee their towns. But as he was then bufy, he excu-

fed himfelf, by promifing to viiit them next fummer,

and
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and accordingly difmiiTed them no lcfs pleafed with

his kindnefs, than incenfed againft the Spaniards for

their falfehocd and deceit.

By this time the King of England had refolved to Matters

vindicate the honour of his crown, and maintain his right hafteninj

to thofe territories in Georgia, together with the free-
ture.'JJjj£

dom of commerce and navigation in the Mexican Spain,

feas. The pacific fyflem of Sir Robert Waipole had

drawn upon him the difpleafure of the nation, par-

ticularly of the mercantile part ; and that amazing

power and authority he had long maintained began

to decline. The fpirit of the nation was rouzed, in-

fomuch that the administration could no longer wink

at the infults, depredations, and cruelties of Spain.

InftrucYions were fent to the Britilh ambafTador at the

court of Madrid, to demand in the mod abiblute

terms a compenfation for the injuries of trade, which,

upon calculation, amounted to two hundred thoufand

pounds (terling ; and at the fame time a fquadrort of

ten fhips of the line, under the command of Admiral

Haddock, were fent to the Mediterranean fea. This

produced an order from the Spanifh court to their

ambaflador, to allow the accounts of the Britifh mer-

chants, upon condition that the Spanifh demand on

the South-Sea Company be deducted : and that Ogle-

tliorpe be recalled from Georgia, and no more em-

ployed in that quarter, as he had there made great

encroachments on his Catholic Majefly's dominions.

Thefe conditions were received at the court of Britain

with that indignation which might have been expected

from an injured and incenfed nation. In anfwer to

which the Spanifh ambafTador was given tounderftand,

that the King of Great Britain was determined never to

relinquish
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rdinquifh his right to a (ingle foot of land in the pro-

vince of Georgia; and that he mult allow his fubjecls

to make rcprifals, fwce fatisiaclion for their lofles in

trade could in no other way be obtained. In this un-

fettled fituation, however, matters remained for a

little while between thole two powerful potentates.

In the mean time preparations were making both

in Georgia and Florida, by raifing fortifications on the

borders of the two provinces, to hold each other at

defiance. The Biitiih lbkiiers finding themfelves fub-

Mutmy jecled to a number of hardfhips in Georgia, to which

thorpe'a tne7 na<^ not been accuftomed in Britain, feveral of

camp. them were difcontented and ungovernable. At length

a plot was difcovered in the camp for aiTaffinating-

their general. Two companies of the regiment had

been drawn fiom Gibraltar, fome of whom could

fpeak the Spaniih language. While flationed on

Cumberland iiland, the Spanifh out-pofts on the other

fide could approach fo near as to converfe with the-

Britiih foldiers, one of whom had even been in the

Spanifh fervice, and not only underilood their lan-

guage, but aifo had fo much of aRoman Catholic fpirit

as to harbou; an averilon to Protectant heretics.

The Spania rd had fcunu means to corrupt this villain,

who debauched the minds of feveral of his neigh-

bours, infomuch that they united and formed a de-

fign firft to murder General Oglethorpe, and then

make their efcape to Auguftine. Accordingly, on a

certain day a number of foldiers under arms came

up to the General, and made fome extraordinary

demands ; which being refuted, they inlfantly cried

out, one and all, and immediately one of them

difcharged his piece at him: and being only at

the
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the diftance of a few paces, the ball whizzed over

his moulder, but the powder fmged his clothes, and

burnt his face. Another prefented his piece, which

flamed in the pan ; a third drew his hanger and

attempted to (lab him, but the General parrying it

off, an officer (landing by run the ruffian through

the body, and killed him on the fpot. Upon which

the mutineers ran, but were caught and laid in irons.

A court-martial was called to try the ringleaders of

this defperate confpiracy, fome of whom were found

guilty and condemned to be (hot, in order to deter

ethers from fuch dangerous attempts.

Nor was this the only concealed effort of Spanifh

policy, another of a more dangerous nature foon

followed in Carolina, which might have been attend-

ed with much more bloody and fatal effects. At this

time there were above forty thoufand negroes in the

province, a fierce, hardy and ilrong race, whofe con-

ftitutions were adapted to the warm climate, whofe

nerves were braced with conftant labour, and who
could fcarcely be fuppofed to be contented with that

oppreffive yoke under which they groaned. Long had

liberty and protection been promifed and proclaimed

to them by the Spaniards at Augu/tine, nor were all

the negroes in the province Grangers to the procla-

mation. At different times Spanifh emiffaries had

been found fecretly tampering with them, and perfua-

ding them to fly from flavery to Floida, and feveral

had made their efcape to that fettlement. Of thefe

negro-refugees the Governor of Florida had formed a

regiment, appointing officers from among themfelves,

allowing them the fame pay and clothing them in the

fame

\
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fame uniform with the regular Spanim foldiers. The
mo ft fenfible part of the flaves in Carolina were not

ignorant of this Spanifh regiment, for whenever they

run away from their matters, they conftantly direct-

ed their courfe to this quarter. To no place could

negro ferjeants be fent for enlifting men where they

could have a better profpect of fuccefs. Two Spa-

niards were caught in Georgia, and committed to

jail, for enticing flaves to leave Carolina and join this

regiment. Five negroes, who were cattle hunters at

Indian Land, forne of whom belonged to Captain

M'Pherfon, after wounding his fon and killing an-

other man, made their efcape. Several more at-

tempting to get away were taken, tried, and hanged

at Charleltown.

While Carolina was kept in a (late of conftant fear

and agitation from this quarter, an infurrecYion openly

A negro broke out in the heart of the fettlement which alarmed
infurrec-

tjlc w j10 ]e province, A number of negroes having af-
tion in r

.

Carolina, fembled together atStono, fir ft furprifed and killed two

young men in a warehoufe, and then plundered it of

guns and ammunition. Being thus provided with arms,

they elected one of their number captain, and agreed

to follow him, marching towards the fouth-weft with

colours flying and drums beating, like a difciplined

company. They forcibly entered the houfe of Mr.

Godfrey, and having murdered him, his wife, and chil-

dren, they took all the arms he had in it, fet fire to the

houfe, and then proceeded towards Jackfonfburgh. In

their way they plundered and burnt every houfe, among

which were thofe of Sacheveral, Nafh, and Spry, kil-

ling every white perfon they found in them, and compel-

ling the negroes to join them. Governor Bull returning

i to
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to Charleftown from the fouthward, met them, and,

obferving them armed, quickly rode out of their way.

He fpread the alarm, which foon reached the Prefby-

terian church at Wiltown, where Archibald Stobo

wras preaching to a numerous congregation of plant-

ers in that quarter. By a law of the province all

planters were obliged to carry their arms to church,

which at this critical juncture proved a very ufeful

and necefiary regulation. The women were left in

church trembling with fear, while the militia, under the

command of Captain Eee, marched in queft of the

negroes, who by this time had become formidable

from the number that joined them. They had march-

ed above twelve miles, and fpread defoiation through

all the plantations in their way. Having lound rum in

fome houfes. and drank freely of it, they halted in an

open field, and began to ^ng and dance, by way of

triumph. During thefe rejoicings the militia difcover-

ed them, and rationed themfelves in different places

around them, to prevent them from making their ef-

cape. The intoxication of fcveral of the ilaves fa-

voured the aifailants. One party advanced into the

open .field and attacked them, and, having killed

fome negroes, the remainder took to the woods, and

were difperfed. Many ran back to their plantations,

in hopes of efcaping fufpicion from the abfence of

their ma'ters ; but the greater part weie taken and

tried. Such as had been compelled to join them con-

trary to their inclination were pardoned* but all the

choien leaders and firit iniurgents iurfered death.

All Carolina was (truck with terror and condem-

nation by this infurrection, in which above twenty

petions were murdered before it was quelled, and had

not the people in that quarter been fortunately coilect-

Vol. II. K ed
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ed together at church, it is probable many more would

have fuffered.. Or had it become general, the whole

colony tnuft have fallen a facrifice to their great power

and indiscriminate fury. It was commonly believed,

and not without reafon, that the Spaniards were deeply

concerned in promoting the mifchief, and by their fe-

cret influence and intrigues with (laves had infligated

them to this maffacre. Having already four companies

of negroes in their Fervke, by penetrating into Caroli-

na, and putting the province into confufion, they might

no doubt have raifed many more. But, to prevent far-

ther attempts, Governor Bull fent an exprefs to Gene-

ral Oglethorpe with advice of the infurrection, defiring

him to double his vigilance in Georgia, and feize all

flraggiing Spaniards and negroes. In confequence of

which a proclamation was iffued to (lop all flaves found

in that province, offering a reward for every one they

might catch attempting to run off. At the fame time

a company of rangers were employed to patrole the

frontiers, and block up all pafTages by which they

might make their efcape to Florida.

In the mean time things were battening to a rup-

ture in Europe, and a war between England and

Spain was thought unavoidable. The plenipotentia-

ries appointed for fettling the boundaries between

Georgia and Florida, and other differences and mif-

underdandings fubfifling between the two crowns,

had met at Fardo in convention, where preliminary

articles were drawn up; but the conference ended to

the fatisfaclion of neither party. Indeed the propo-

fal of a negotiation, and the appointment of pleni-

potentiaries, gave univerfal offence to the people of

Britain, who breathed nothing but war and vengeance

againft the proud and arrogant Spaniards. The

merchants
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merchants had loft ail patience under their fufferings,

and became clamorous for letters of rcprifal, which

at length they obtained. Public credit arofe, and

forwarded hoftile preparations. All officers of the

navy and army were ordered to their ftations, and ^t
^'

with the unanimous voice of the nation war was de- Spain,

clared againft Spain on the 23d of October, '739.

While Admiral Vernon was fent to take the com-

mand of a fquadron in the Weil- India Ration, with

orders to act ofienfively againft the Spanim domi-

nions in that quarter, to divide their force, General

Oglethorpe was ordered aifo to annoy the fubjects of

Spain in Florida by every method in his power. In A proje&

confequence of which, the General immediately pro- ?.
r 1

2T
a"

jecled an expedition againft the Spanifn fettlement at rida.

Auguftine. His defign he communicated by letter

to Lieutenant-Governor Bull, requefting the fupport

and affiftance of Carolina in the expedition. Mr.

Bull laid his letter before the provincial arTembly,

recommending to them to raiie a regiment, and

give him all poftible affiftance in an enterprize of

fuch interefting confequence. The aflembly, fenfible

of the vaft advantages that muft accrue to them

from getting rid of fuch troublefome neighbours, re-

solved that fo foon as the General mould commu-
nicate to them his plan of operations, together with a

ftate of the affiftance requifite, at the fame time ma-

king it appear that there was a probability of fuccefs,

they would mo ft cheerfully affift him. The Caroli-

neans, however, were apprchenfive, that as that

garrifon had proved fuch a painful thorn in their fide

in time of peace, they would have more to dread from

it in time of war ; and although the colony had been

K 2 much
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much diRrefled by the fmall-pox and the yellow fever

for two years part, which had cut off the hopes of

many flourifhing families ; the people, neverthe-

lefs, lent a very favourable ear to the propofal
3

and earneftly wiihed to give all the afliltance in their

power towards diflodging an enemy fo malicious and

cruel.

Meafures *N tne mean tinle General Oglethorpe was indu-

poncerted ftrious in picking up all the intelligence he could re-

purpofe^ ^Pe^ ng tne Situation and ftrength of the garrifon,

and finding it in great (traits for want of provi-

sions, he urged the fpeedy execution of his project,

with a view to furprife his enemy before a fupply

mould arrive. He declared, that no perfonal toil

or danger fhould difcourage him from exerting him-

felf towards freeing Carolina from fuch neighbours

as had inftigated their (laves to maflacre them, and

publicly protected them after fuch bloody attempts.

To concert meafures with the greater fecrecy and ex-

pedition, he went to Charleftown himfelf, and laid

before the legiilature of Carolina an eftimate of the

force, arms, ammunition, and provisions, which he

judged might be requifite for the expedition. In

confequence of which, the AfTembly voted one

hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, Carolina mo-
ney, for the fervice of the war. A regiment, con-

fiding of four hundred men, was railed, partly in

Virginia and partly in North and South Carolina,

with the greatelt expedition, and the command was
given to Colonel Vanderduffen. Indians were fent

for from the different tribes in alliance with Britain.

Vincent Price, commander of the (hips of war on

that Ration, agreed to affift with a naval force con-

fiding
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filling of four (hips of twenty guns each, and two

floops, which proved a great encouragement to the

Carolineans, and induced thern to enter with dou-

ble vigour on military preparations. General Ogle-

thorpe appointed the mouth of St. John's river, on

the Florida more, for the place of rendezvous, and

having fmiihed his preparations in Carolina, fet cut

for Georgia to join his regiment, and make all ready

for the expedition.

On the 9th of May 1740, the General paffed

over to Florida with four bundled feted men of his General

regiment, and a considerable party of Indians
; thorpe

and on the day following invefied Diego, a fmall marches

fort, about twenty-five miles from Auguiline,
^forid;

which after a fhort refiilance furrendered by capitu-

lation. In this fort he left a garrifon of fixty men,

under the command of Lieutenant Dunbar, and

returned to the place of general rendezvous, where

he was joined by Colonel VanderduiTen, with the

Carolina regiment, and a company of Highland-

ers, under the command of Captain M'lntofh.

But by this time fix Spanifh half-galleys, with

long brafs nine pounders, and two Hoops loaded

with provifions, had got into the harbour at Auguf-

tine. A few days afterwards, the General marched

with his whole force, confirming of above two thou-

fand men, regulars, provincials and Indians, to Fort

Moofa, fituated within two miles of Auguftine, which

on his approach the Spanifh garrifon evacuated, and

retired into the town. He immediately ordered the

gates of this fort to be burnt, three breaches to be

made in its walls, and then proceeded to reconnoitre

fhe town and caftle.

Not-
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Notwithstanding the difpatch of the Britifli

army, the Spaniards, during their flay at Fort Diego,

had collected all the cattle in the woods around them,

and drove them into the town ; and the General found,

both from a view of the works, and the intelligence

he had received from prifoners, that more difficulty

would attend this enterprize than he at firft expecled.

Indeed, if he intended a furprize, he ought not to have

flopped at Fort Diego, for by that delay the enemy

had notice of his approach, and time to gather their

whole force, and put themfelves in a poflure of de-

fence. The cattle was built of foft (lone, with four

baflions ; the curtain was fixty yards in length, the

parapet nine feet thick ; the rampart twenty feet

hiah, cafemated underneath for lodgings, arched

over, and newly made bomb-proof. Fifty pieces of

cannon were mounted, feveral of which were twenty-

four pounders. Befides the caftle, the town was

entrenched with ten falient angles, on each of

which fome fmall cannon were mounted. The gar-

rifon confided of feven hundred regulars, two

troops of horfe, four companies of armed negroes,

befides the militia of the province, and Indians.

The General now plainly perceived that an attack

by land upon the town, and an attempt to take the

caftle by ftorm would coft him dear before he could

reduce the place, and therefore changed his plan of

operations. With the amftance of the fhips of war,

InveRs which were now lying at anchor off Auguftine-bar,

Auguf- he refolved to turn the iiege into a blockade, and try

to (hut up every channel by which provifions could

be conveyed to the garrifon. For this purpofe he

left

tine
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left Colonel Palmer with ninety-five Highlanders,

and forty-two Indians at fort Moofa, with orders to

fcour the woods around the town, and intercept all

fupplies of cattle from the country by land. And,

for the fafety of his men, he at the fame time order-

ed him to encamp every night in a different place,

to keep ftrict watch around his camp, and by all

means avoid coming to any action. This fmall party

was the whole force the General left for guarding the

land fide. Then he fent Colonel Vanderduffen, with

the Carolina regiment, over a fmall creek, to take

pofTeflion of a neck of land called Point Quartel, a-

bove a mile diftant from the caflle, with orders to

erect a battery upon it ; while he himfelf, with his

regiment, and the greateft par: of the Indians, em-
barked in boats, and landed on the ifland of Ana-
ftatia. In this ifland the Spaniards had a fmall party

of men Rationed for a guard, who immediately

fled to town, and as it Jay oppofite to the caflle,

from this place, the General refolved to bombard
the town. Captain fierce Rationed one of his

fhips to guard the paffage, by way of the Mo-
tanzas, and with the others blocked up the mouth
of the harbour, fo that the Spaniards were cut off

from all fupplies by fea. On the ifland of Anaftatia

batteries were foon erected, and feveral cannon

mounted by the affi fiance of the active and enter-

pfifing failois. Having made thefe oilpofitions, Ge-
neral Oglethorpe then fummoned the gpanifh Go-
vernor to a furrender ; but the haughty Don, fe-

cure in his ftrong hold, fent him for anfwer, that

he would be glad to fliake hands with him in his

caflle.

This
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This infulting anfwer excited the higheft degree*

of wrath and indignation in the General's mind,

and made him refolve to exert himfelf to the utmofl

for humbling his pride. The opportunity of furpri-

zing the place being now loft, he had no other fecure

method left but to attack it at the diftance in which he

then flood. For this purpofe he opened his batteries

againft the caftle, and at the fame time threw a num-

ber of (hells into the town. The fire was returned

with equal fpirit both from the Spanifh fort and from

fix hali-gallies in the harbour, but fo great was the

diftance, that though they continued the cannonade

for feveral days, little execution was done on either

fide. Captain Warren, a brave naval officer, percei-

ving that all efforts in this way for demolifhing the

caftle were vain and ineffectual, propofed to deftroy

the Spanim gallies in the harbour, by an attack in the

night, and offered to go himfelf and head the attempt.

A council of war was held to confider of and concert

a plan for that fervice; but, upon founding the bar, it

was found it would admit no large fliip to the attack,

and with fmall ones it was judged ram and impracti-

cable, the gallies being covered by the cannon of the

caftle, and therefore that defign was dropt.

In the mean time the Spanifh commander obfer-

ving the befiegers embarraffed, and their operations

beginning to relax, fent out a detachment of three

hundred men againft Colonel Palmer, who furprifed

him at Fort Moofa, and, while moft of his party lay

afieep, cut them almoft entirely to pieces. A few that

accidentally efcaped, went over in a fmall boat to the

Carolina regiment at Point Quartel. Some of the

Chickefaw
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Chickefaw Indians coming from that fort having met

with a Spaniard, cut off his head, agreeable to their

favage manner of waging war, and prefented it to

the General in his camp : but he rejected it with

abhorrence, calling them barbarous dogs, and bid-

ding them begone. At this difdainful behaviour,

however, the Chickefaws were offended, declaring,

that if they had carried the head of an Englifnman

to the French, they would not have treated them

fo : and perhaps the General difcovered more

humanity than good policy by it, for thofe Indians,

who knew none of the European cuftoms and re-

finements in war, foon after deferted him. About

the fame time the veffel ftationed at the Metanzas

being ordered off, fome finall (hips from the Havanna

with provifions, and a reinforcement of men, got into

Auguftme, by that narrow channel, to the relief of

the garrifon. A party of Creeks having furprifed

one of their final! boats, brought four Spanifh pr'w

foners to the General, who informed him, that the

garrifon had received feven hundred men, and a

large fupply of proviiions. Then all profpects of

(larving the enemy being loft, the army began to

defpair of forcing the place to furrender. The Ca-

rolinean troops, enfeebled by the heat, difpirited by

ficknefs, and fatigued by fruitlefs efforts, marched
R

away in large bodies. The navy being fhort of pro- the fiege.

vifions, and the ufual feafon of hurricanes approach-

ing, the commander judged it imprudent to hazard

his Majefty's (hips, by remaining longer on that

coaft. Laft of all, the General himfclf, fick of a

fever, and his regiment worn out with fatigue, and

rendered unfit for action by a flux, with forrow and

Vol. II. Is regret
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regret followed, and readied Frederica about the

jcth of July 1740.

Thus ended the unfuccefsful expedition againfl:

Auguftine., to the great difappointment of both Geor-

gia and Carolina. Many heavy reflections were after-

wards thrown out againfl: General Oglethorpe for his

conducl during the whole enterprize. Perhaps the

only chance of fuccefs he had from the beginning was

by furprifing this garrifon in the night by fome fudden

attempt. He was blamed for remaining fo long at

fort Diego, by which means the enemy had full

intelligence of his approach, and time to prepare

for receiving him. He was charged with timidity

afterwards, in making no bold attempt on the town.

It was faid, that the officer who means to act on

the ofTenfive, where difficulties muff be furmount-

ed, ought to difplay fome courage ; and that too

much timidity in war is often as culpable as too-

much temerity. Great caution he indeed ufed for

laving his men, for excepting thofe who fell by the

fword in fort Moofa, he loll: more men by ficknefs

than by the hands of the enemy. Though the dif-

afler of Colonel Palmer, in which many brave High-

landers were maflacred, was perhaps occafioned

chiefly by want of vigilance and a difobedience of

orders, yet many were of opinion, that it was too

hazardous to have left fo fmall a party on the main

land, expofed to fallies from a fuperior enemy, and

entirely cut off from all poflibility of fupport and af-

fiftance from the main body. In fhort, the Carolineans

called in queftion the General's military judgment and

fkill in many refpects; and protefled that he had fpent

the time in barren deliberations, harafled the men with

unneceflarv
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unneceffary marches, allowed them not a fuflicient

quantity of provifions, and poifoned them with

breakifh water. He, on the other hand, declared

he had no confidence in the firmnefs and courage of

the provincials ; for that they refufed obedience to

his orders, and at lad abandoned his camp, and re-

treated to Carolina. The truth was, fo (trongly for-

tified was the place, both by nature and art, that

probably the attempt mud have failed, though it

had been conducted by the ableft officer, and execu-

ted by the bed difciplined troops. The mifcarriage,

however, was particularly ruinous to Carolina, ha-

ving not only fubjecled the province to a great ex-

pence, but alfo left it in a worfe fituation than it was

before the attempt.

The fame year (lands diftinguifhed in the an-

nals of Carolina, not only for this unfuccefsful

expedition againft the Spaniards, but alfo for a de-

flating fire, which in November following broke j± at

out in the capital, and laid the half of it in ruins, fire at

This fire began about two o'clock in the after-

noon, and burnt with unquenchable violence un-

til eight at night. The houfes being built of wood,

and the wind blowing hard at north-weft, the flames

fpread with aftonifhing rapidity. From Broad-ftreet,

where the fire kindled, to Granville's Baftion, almoft

every houfe was at one time in flames, and exhibited an

awful and ftriking fcene. The vaft quantities of deer-

fkins, rum, pitch, tar, turpentine and powder, in the

different ftores* ferved to increafe the horror, and the

more fpeedily to fpread the defolation. Amidfl the

cries and fhrieks of women and children, and the

burfting forth of flames in different quarters, occa-

L 2 fioned

es«

town.
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fioned by the violent wind, which carried the burn-

ing fhingles to a great diftance, the men were put

into confufion, and fo anxious were they about the

fafety of their families, that they could not be pre-

vailed upon to unite their efforts for extinguifh-

in^ the fire. The failors from the men of wa r
, and

ihips in the harbour were the moll active and adven-

turous hands engaged in the fervice. But fuch was

the violence of the flames, that it baffled all the art

and power of man, and burnt until the calmnefs of the

evening clofed the dreadful fcene. Three hundred of

the bed and mod convenient buildings in the town

were confumed, which, together with lofs of goods,

and provincial commodities, amounted to a prodigi-

ous fum. Happily few lives were loft, but the lamen-

tations of ruined families were heard in every quar-

ter. In fhort, from a flourishing condition the town

was reduced in the fpace of fix hours to the lowefl

and molt deplorable Rate. All thofe inhabitants whofe

Iioufes efcaped the flames, went around and kindly

invited their unfortunate neighbours to them, fo that

two and three families were lodged in places built

only for the accommodation of one. After the

legiflature met, to take the miferable ftate of the

people under confederation, they agreed to make ap-

plication to the Britifh parliament for relief. The

Britilh parliament voted twenty thoufand pounds

flerling, to be diftributed among the fufferers at

Charleftown, which relief was equally feafonable and

ufeful on the one fide, as it was generous and noble

on the other. No time fhould obliterate the impref-

fions of fuch benevolent aclions. This gift certainly

deferred to be wrote on the table of every heart, in

the
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the mofl: indelible characters. For all men mud ac-

knowledge, that it merited the warmed returns of

gratitude, not only from the unfortunate objects of

fuch bounty, but from the whole province.

While the war between Great Britain and Spain

continued, a bill was brought into parliament to pre-

vent the exportation of rice, among other articles of

provision, to France or Spain, with a view to difirefs

thefe enemies as much as pciTible. In confequence

of which, a reprefentation to the following effect,

in behalf of the province of Carolina, and the mer-

chants concerned in that trade, was prefented to

the Houfe of Commons while the bill was depending

before them, praying that the article of rice might

be excepted out of the bill, and endeavouring to

prove, that the prohibiting its importation would

be highly detrimental to Great Britain, and in no re-

fpect fo to her enemies : " The inhabitants of South ^ p^
" Carolina have not any manufactures of their own, tion in

" but are fupplied from Great Britain with all their ff
vou

.

r of
* ' the rice

" clothing, and the other manufactures by them trade.

* confumed, to the amount of one hundred and
' fifty thoufand pounds fterling a-year. The only
il commodity of confequence produced in South

f* Carolina is rice, and they reckon it as much their

" ftaple commodity as fugar is to Barbadoes and Ja-

f maica, or tobacco to Virginia and Maryland ; fo

" that if any Hop be put to the exportation of rice

(i from South Carolina to Europe, it will not only

" render the planters there incapable of paying their

" debts, but alfo reduce the government of that pro-

" vince to fuch difficulties for want of money, as at

** this prefent precarious time may render the whole

" colony
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" colony an eafy prey to their neighbours the Indians

" and Spaniards, and alfo to thofe yet more danger-

" ous enemies their own negroes, who are ready to

" revolt on the firft opportunity, and are eight times

" as many in number as there are white men able to

" bear arms, and the danger in this refpec~l is great-

" er fince the unhappy expedition to Auguftine.

" From the year 1 729, when his Majefty purchafed

" South Carolina, the trade of it hath fo increafed,

" that their annual exports and imports of late have

" been double the value of what they were in the

" faid year; and their exports of rice in particular have

" increafed in a greater proportion : for, from the

" year 1720 to 1729, being ten years, both included,

" the whole export of rice was 264,488 barrels, ma-
" king 44,081 tons. From the 1730 to 1739, being

" alfo ten years, the whole export of rice was 499,525
if barrels, making 99,905 tons ; fo that the export of

" the latter ten years exceeded the former by 235,037
" barrels, or 55,824 tons: and of the vaft quantities

" of rice thus exported, fcarcely one fifteenth part

u
is confumed either in Great Britain or in any part

" of the Britifh dominions ; fo that the produce of
u the other fourteen parts is clear gain to the nation

;

11 whereas almoft all the fugar, and one fourth part

" of the tobacco, exported from the Britifh colonies,

" are confumed by the people of Great Britain, or

" by Britifh fubjecls; from whence it is evident, that

" the national gain arifing from rice is feveral times

" as great in proportion, as the national gain arifing

" from either fugar or tobacco.

" This
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a This year, viz, i 740, in particular, we (hall export
u from South Carolina above ninety thoufand barrels

" of rice, of which quantity there will not be three

" thoufand barrels ufed here, fo that the clear na-

" tional gain upon that export will be very great ; for

" at the lowed computation, of twenty-five (hillings

" ftbrlingper barrel, the eighty-feven thoufand barrels

" exported will amount in value to one hundred and
" eight thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds, at

4 < the firfl hand ; whereto there muft be added the

" charge of freight, &c. from South Carolina to

" Europe, which amount to more than the firfl coll

" of the rice, and are alfo gain to Great Britain
5

" fo that the lead gain upon this article for the pre-

" fent year will be two hundred and twenty thoufand

?* pounds, over and above the naval advantage of

" annually employing more than one hundred and
" fixty mips of one hundred tons each.

" Rice being an enumerated commodity, it can-
" not be exported from South Carolina without gi-

" ving bond for double the value that the fame mall
u be landed in Great Britain, or in fome of the Bri-

" tifh plantations, excepting to the fouthward of

" Cape Finifterre, which lafl was permitted by a law
" made in the year 1729; and the motive for fuch

f permimon was, that the rice might arrive more fea-

*' fonably and in better condition at market. We have

" hereunto added an account of the feveral quantities

11 of rice which have been exported from South Ca-

p rolina to the different European markets fmce the

" faid law was made ; and it will thereby appear,

P that we have not in thofe ten years been able to
4t

find fale for any confiderable quantity of rice in

" Spain
\
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" Spain ; for in all that time we have not fold above

" three thoufand five hundred and feventy barrels to

" the Spaniards, making only three hundred and

" fifty-feven barrels annually upon a medium ; nor

" can we in the time to come expect any alteration in

" favour of our rice trade there, becaufe the Spaniards

" are fupplied with an inferior fort of rice from Tur-

" key, &c. equally agreeable to them and a great

" deal cheaper than ours ; the truth whereof appears

" by the rice taken in a fhip called the Baltic Mer-

" chant and carried into St. Sebaftians, where it was

" fold at a price fo much under the market rate

" here, or in Holland, as to encourage the fending

" of it thence to Holland and Hamburgh.

" In France the importation of Carolina rice with-

" out licence is prohibited ; and though during the

" lad and prefent years there hath, by permilTion,

" been iome confumption of it there, yet the whole

" did not exceed nine thoufand barrels, and they

- " have received from Turkey fo much rice of the

" prefent year's growth, as to make that commodity

" five mill in rs per 100 lb cheaper at Marfeilles than

u here, and even at Dunkirk it is one milling and

" fixpence per 100 lb. cheaper than here; fo that

" there is not any profpect of a demand for Carolina

" rice in France, even if liberty rould be obtained

,c for fending the fame to any port of that king-

" dom.

" Germany and Holland are the countries where

" we find the bed market for our rice, and there

* the greater part of it is confumed ; fo that the

u prefent intended embargo, or prohibitory law,

1 " cannot
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" cannot have any other effect, in relation to rice,

" than that of preventing our allies from uilng what
" our enemies do not want, nor we ourfelves con-

" fume more than a twentieth part of, and which is

" of fo perimable a nature, that even in a cold cli-

" mate it doth not keep above a year without decay-

** ing, and in a warm climate it peri (lies entirely.

" The great confunrption of rice in Germany and
" Holland is during the winter feafon, when peafe

" and all kinds of pulfe, &c. are fcarce ; and the

" rice intended for thofe markets ought to be brought

" there before the fro ft begins, time enough to be

" carried up the rivers ; fo that preventing the ex-

" portation only a few days may be attended with

" this bad confequence, that by the froft the winter

" fale may be loft.

" And as we have now, viz. fince November
"" nth, above ten thoufand barrels of old rice arri-

" ved, fo we may in a few weeks expect double that

" quantity, betides the new crop now (hipping off

" from Carolina ; the (lopping of all which, in a
" country where there is not any fale for it, inftead
" of permitting the fame to be carried to the only
" places of confumption, muff foon reduce the price

c thereof to (o low a rate, that the merchants who
11 have purchafed that rice will not be able to fell it

for the prime coif, much lefs will they be able to
" recover the money they have paid for duty, freight,
u and other charges thereon, which amount to dou-
" ble the firft coil: : for the rice that an hundred
* pounds fterling will purchafe in South Carolina,

Vol. II. M " cofts
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" cofts the importer two hundred more in Britifh

" duties, freight, and other charges *.

" Thus it appears, that by prohibiting the expor-

" tation of rice from this kingdom, the merchants

" who have purchafed the vafl quantities before

" mentioned will not only lofe the money it cod
" them, but twice as much more in duties, freight,

" and other charges, by their having a perifhable

" commodity embargoed in a country where it is

*• not ufed. Or if, inilead of laying the prohibition

" here, it be laid in South Carolina ; that province,

" the planters there, and the merchants who deal

" with them, muft all be involved in ruin ; the pro-

" vince, for want of means to fupport the expence
u of government ; the planters, for want of the

u means to pay their debts and provide future fup-

" plies ; and the merchants, by not only lofmg thofe

" debts, but twice as much more in the freight, du-

" ties, and other charges, upon rice which they can-

" not fell. So that, in either cafe, a very profitable

M colony, and the merchants concerned in the trade

* An Account of Rice exported in Ten Years, after the

Province was purchafed for the King.

Ban-els,

To Portugal, — — — 83,3 79

To Gibraltar, — — — 95 8

To Spain, — — — —
3>5 7°

To France, — — — — 9?5CO

To Great Brirain, Ireland, and the Britifh Plantations, 30,ceo

To Holland, Hamburgh and Bremen, including 7c 00

barrels to Sweden and Denmark, — — 372,118

Total quantity exported in thofe ten years, — 499>5 25

" of
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<( of it, would be ruined for the prefent, if not to-

u tally loft to this kingdom, by prohibiting the ex-

" portation of rice ; and all this without doing any

" national good in another way, for luch prohibition

" could not in any fhape difirefs our enemies. It is

" therefore humbly hoped, that rice will be excep-

M ted out of the bill now before the honourable

" Houfe of Commons."

As this reprefentation contains a diflinct account of

the produce and trade of the province, and (hews its

ufefulnefs and importance to Great Britain, we judg-

ed it worthy of the particular attention of our rea-

ders, and therefore have inferted it. With refpect to

the internal dangers arifing from the favage nature and

vaft number of the Haves, mentioned in this and a

former ftate of the province, we fhall now make fome

remarks, in which we will be naturally led to confi-

der their miferable condition, and the harm treatment

to which ilavery neceffarily fubjeets them.

That ilavery has been practifed bv many of the n ,

f,
. .,. , . , .

Remarks
moil civilized nations m the world, is indeed a truth on the

evident from the hiflory of them. In war, the con- treatment

querors were fuppofed to have a right to the life of

their captives, infomuch that they might kill, tor-

ture or enflave them, as they thought proper. Yet,

though war may be juftjfiable on the principles of

felf-prefervation and defence, it is no eafy matter to

vindicate the conqueror's right to murder or enflave a

difarmed enemy. Slavery in general, like feveral

other enormities, ought to be afcribed to the corrup-

tion and avarice of men, rather than to any principles

of nature and humanity, which evidently teftifv a-

M 2 gain it
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gainft it ; and that vindication which is drawn from

the cuftom and practice of ancient nations in favour

of fuch an inditution, is equally applicable to many
other enormities which are a fhame and difgrace to

human nature. Helplefs children have been expofed

to the fury of wild beads
;

pride and ambition have

fpread their defolations far and wide ;;but fuch prac-

tices are not therefore humane and jud. That many
nations have encouraged ilavery, and that the re-

mains of it are dill obfervable among the freed of

them, are arguments which none will plead for.

their honour and credit. That fpecies of fervitude

which ftill remains in Britain among the labourers in

the coal mines, &c. is very different from that to

which the natives of Africa are fubjedted in the

wedern world ; becaufe fuch labourers voluntarily

enter on fuch fervitude, they acquire wages as their,

reward, and both their perfons and properties are

under the protection of the laws of the realm.

Upon the flighted reflection all men mud confefs,

that thofe Africans, whom the powers of i urope

have confpired to enilave, are by nature equally free,

and independent, equally fufceptible of pain and

pleafure, equally averfe from bondage and mifery,

as Europeans themfelves. Like all rude nations, they

have a ilrong attachment to their native country, and

to thofe friends and relations with whom they fpent

the early years of life. By this trade being torn from

thofe heared connections, and tranfported to a diitant

land, it is no eafy thing to defcribe the uneadnefs and

pain they mud endure from fuch violence and ba-

nillimcnt. During the paflage being loaded with irons,

and cooped up in a fhip, opprelled with the mod
gloomy
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gloomy apprehenflons, many of them ficken and die

through fear and regret. The provifions made for

the voyage by the merchants and maders of fhips, who
confult their worldly intered more than the 'dictates of

humanity, we may be fure are neither of the beft kind,

nor didributed among them in the mod plentiful man-

ner. After their arrival they are fold and delivered

over to the colonics, to whole temper, language and

manners they are utter ftrangers ; where their fitua-

tion for fome time, in cafe of harm ufage, is little bet-

ter than that of the dumb beads, having no language

but groans in which they can exprefs their pains, nor

any friend to pity or relieve them. Some dedroy

themfelves through defpair, and from a perfuafion

they fondly entertain, that, after death, they will re-

turn to their beloved friends and native country.

After the faie the purchafers become veiled

with the ablblute property of them, according to

the laws, uiages, and cudoms of the trade, and

whatever hardihips are thereby impofed on thofe fo-

reigners, the planters are fo far excufable, having

the fanction of the fupreme legiiiature for the purchafe

they make. The laws of England, from neceiHty or

expediency, have permitted fuch labourers to be im-

ported among them ; and therefore, on their part,

the purchafe, however injurious, cannot be illegal.

Having acquired this kind of property, it then lies

with the colonics to frame laws and regulations for

the future management of their flaves. In doing

this, abfolute obedience and non-refidance are fun-

damental principles edabliihed for the government

of them, and enforced by the fevered penalties.

All laws framed with refpecl to them, give their

m afters

93
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matters fuch authority over them as is under few

The limitations. Their power of correction may be
hardfhips fc^ iQ be on ]y not an0Wed to extend to death.
of their

i i i i r i

fituation. However feverely beat and abuied, no negro can

bring an action againft his owner, or appear as

an evidence againft white men, in any court of

law or jullice. Their natural rights as human crea-

tures are entirely difregarded, and punifhments

are commonly inflicted according to the will of

their mufter, however cruel and barbarous his dif-

pofition may be. A common place of correction

is inftituted, to which they are fent to receive fuch

a number of flripes as their owners fnall order, and

fuch blunders have been committed in giving and

executing thofe orders, that the innocent fometimes

have fuffered along with the guilty. In fhort, fuch

is their miferable condition, that they are expofed

defencelefs to the infolence, caprice, and paffions of

owners, obliged to labour all their life without any

profpect of reward, or any hope of an end of their toil

until the day of their death. At the deceafe of their

matters they defcend, like other eftates of inheritance,

to the heir at law, and fometimes to thoughtlefs and

giddy youth, habituated from their earlieft days to

treat them like brutes. At other times, no doubt,

they are more fortunate, but their condition of life

evidently fubjects them to harfh ufage even from the

bed of mailers, and we leave the world to judge

what they have to expect from the word.

Indeed it mud be acknowledged, in juftice to the

planters of Carolina in general, that they treat their

Haves with as much, and perhaps more tendernefs,

than thofe of any Britifh colony where flavery exifts;

yet
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yet a difinterefted ftranger mud obferve, even among

the bed of mailers, feveral indances of cruelty and

negligence in the manner of managing their flaves.

Comparatively fpeaking, they are well clothed and

fed in that province, which while they continue in

health fits and qualifies them for their tafk. When
they happen to fall fick, they are carefully attended by

a phyfician ; in which refpecl their condition is better

than that of the poored clafs of labourers in Europe.

But in the Well: Indies, we have been told, they are both

covered with rags and have a fcanty portion of provi-

fions allowed them, in which cafe urgent neccffity and

pinching hunger mud often urge them to pilfer, and

commit many injuries to which otherwife they would

have no inclination, and for which they incur fevere

punifhment. In cafes of violence and murder com-

mitted on thefe wretched creatures, it is next to im-

ponible to have the delinquents brought to punifh-

ment ; for either the grand jury refufe to find the

bill, or the petty jury bring in the verdicl not guilty.

"When they are tempted to fly to the woods to fliun

fevere labour or punifhment, then they may be

hunted down or fhot as wild beads. When whipped

to death, the murderer, after all, is only fubjecled

to an inconfiderable fine, or a fhort imprifonment,

by the provincial laws. It is impoffible that the

Author of nature ever intended human beings for

fuch a wretched date ; for furely he who gave life,

gave alfo an undoubted right to the means of felf-

prefervation and happinefs, and all the common
rights and privileges of nature.

But there is another circumdance which renders

their cafe dill more wretched and deplorable. Good
maders
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matters and miftrefTes, whofe humanity and a fenfe of

intereft will not permit them to treat their negroes in

a harfh manner, do not always refide at their planta-

tions. Many planters have feveral fettlements at con-

fiderable diftances from the place where they ufually

live, which they vilit perhaps only three or four times

in a year. In their abfence the charge of negroes is

given to overfeers, many of whom are ignorant and

cruel, and all totally difmterefted in the welfare of their

charge. In fuch a cafe it can fcarcely be expected that

juflice will be equally difpenfed, or pumfhments pro-

perly inflicted. The negroes, however, ly entirely at

the mercy of fuch men, and fuch montters they fo rue-

times are, as can inflict mifery in fport, and hear the

groans extorted from nature with laughter and tri-

umph. All ilaves under their care mult yield abfo-

lute obedience to their orders, however unreafonable

and difficult, or naffer punifhment for their difobedi-

ence. It would rouze the anguifh and indignation

of a humane perfon to ttand by while a puny over-

feer chaftifes thofe flaves, and behold with what pier-

cing (tripes he furrows the back of an able negro,

whofe greatnefs of foul will not fuifer him to com-

plain, and whofe ftrength could crufh his tormentor

to atoms. The unmerciful whip with which they

are chaftifed is made of cow-fkin, hardened, twitted,

and tapering, which brings the blood with every*

blow, and leaves a fear on their naked back which

they carry with them to their grave. At the arbitrary

will of fuch managers, many of them with hearts of

adamant, this unfortunate race are brought to the

pott of correction, often no doubt through malice

and wantonnefs, often for the moft trifling offences,

and fometimes, O horrid ! when entirely innocent.

2 Can
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tan it be deemed wonderful, that fuch unhappy crea-

tures fhould now and then be tempted to affert the

rights of nature ? Mud not fuch harm ufage often

fire them with defnes of liberty and vengeance ?

What can be expected but that they mould fometimes

give thofe oppreflbrs grounds of fear, who have fub-

jecled them to fuch intolerable hardfhips.

But from thofe labourers in the field the colo-

nics have perhaps lefs danger to dread, than from the

number of tradefmen and mechanics in towns, and

domeftic fiaves. Many negroes difcover great capa-

cities, and an amazing aptnefs for learning trades,

where dangerous tools are ufed, and many owners^

from motives of profit and advantage, breed them

to be coopers, carpenters, bricklayers, fmiths, and

other trades. Out of mere oftentation the colonifls

alfo keep a number of them about their families,

who attend their tables, and hear their conveifa-

tion, which very often turns upon their own various

arts, plots, and affailinations. From fuch open and

imprudent converfation thofe domeftics may no doubt

take dangerous hints, which, on a fair opportunity,

may be applied to their owners hurt. They have alfo

eafy aceefs to fire arms, which gives them a double

advantage for mifchief. When they are of a paflion-

ate and revengeful difpofnion, fuch domeftic fiaves

feldom want an opportunity of flriking a fudden blow,

and avenging themfeives, in cafe of ill ufage, by kil-

ling or poifoning their owners. Such crimes have

often been committed in the colonies, and punifhed ;

and there is reafon to believe the}' have alfo frequently

happened, when they have pafTed undifcovered.

Prudence and felf-prefervation ftrcngly dictate to the

Vol. II. N CarolineanS
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Carolmeans the neceuity of guarding againfl thofe

dangers which arife from domeftic flaves, many of

whom are idle, cunning and deceitful.

In other refpects the policy of the colonics,

with refpect to the management and treatment of

flaves is extremely defective. The hardmips to

which their bodies are expofed, would be much
more tolerable and juftinable, were any provifion

made for civilizing and improving their minds.

But how grievous their circumftances when we confi-

der, that, together with their bodily toil and mifery,

they are alfo kept in heathen ignorance and darknefs,

deltitute of the means of inflruclion, and excluded

in a manner from the pale of the Chriftian church.

Humanity places every rational creature upon a le-

vel, and gives all an equal title to thofe rights of na-

ture, which are effential to life and happinefs. Chri-

ftianity breathes a fpirit of benevolence, gentlenefs,

and companion for mankind in general, of what na-

tion or complexion foever they be. As govern-

ment has tolerated and eftablifhed flavery in the plan-

tations, the fupreme charge of thefe creatures may

be regarded rather as a national than a provincial

concern. Being members of a great empire, living

under its fupreme care and jurifdicYion, and contri-

buting to the increafe of trade and commerce, to the

Op^rcf- improvement and opulence of the Britiih dominions,

fed with they are unqueftionably entitled to a (hare of national

a^Tfu"
00

Denev°lence and Chriftian charity. An inftitution for

perflation, their religious inflruclion was an object of fuch ufe-

fulnefs and importance, that it merited the attention

of the fupreme legillature ; and the expence of a

few fuperb and perhaps empty churches in England,

would
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would certainly have been better employed in erect-

ing fome neat buildings in the plantations for this

beneficial purpofe. To fucb an institution the mer-

chants of Britain, efpecially thofe who owe a great part

of their opulence to the labours of Africans, and

whofe plea for the trade was the bringing them within

the pale of the Christian church, ought certainly to

have contributed in the mod liberal manner. The
profits of the trade, abstracting from other confede-

rations, could well admit of it ; but every principle

of compaffion for the ignorant, the poor, and the

unfortunate, powerfully dictates the fame duty, the

neglect of which, to every impartial judge, muft ap-

pear in a very inexcufable and criminal light. Ma-
ilers of naves under the French and Spanifh jurifdic-

tions, are obliged by law to allow them time for in-

ftru&ion, 'and to bring them up in the knowledge
and practice of the Catholic religion. Is it not a re-

proach to the fubjects of Britain, who profefs to be
the freed and molt civilized people upon earth, that

no provifion is made for this purpofe, and that they

fuffer fo many thoufands of thefe creatures, refiding

in the Britifh dominions, to live and die the llaves of

ignorance and fuperftition ? How can they expect

the blefiing of heaven on the riches flowing from their

foreign plantations, when they are at no pains to in-

troduce thofe objects of their care to the knowledge
of the true God, and to make them partakers of the

benefits and hopes of Chrifiianity.

The advantages of religion, like the other gifts

of heaven, ought to be free and common as the air

we breathe to every human creature, capable of ma-
king a proper ufe and improvement of them. To

N 2 the
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the honour of the fociety for the propagation of the

Gofpel it mud indeed be acknowledged, that they have

made fome efforts for the converfion and inlirucYion

of thofe heathens. Not many years ago they had

no lefs than twelve miilicnaries in Carolina, who had

inftruttions to give all the afliftance in their power

for this laudable purpofe, and to each of whom
they allowed fifty pounds a-year, over and above

their provincial falaries. But it is well known, that

the fruit of their labours has been very frnall and incon-

fiderable. Such feeble exertions were no ways equal

to the extent of the work required, nor to the great-

nefs of the end propofed. Whether their fmall fuc-

cefs ought to be afcribed to the rude and untraceable

difpofitions of the negroes, to the difc^uragements

and obflru&ions thrown in the way by their owners,

or to the negligence and indolence of the miffionaries

themfelves we cannot pretend to determine. Perhaps

we may venture to affert, that it has been more or lefs

owing to all thefe different caufes. One thing is very

certain, that the negroes of that country, a few only

excepted, are to this day as great Grangers to Chrifti-

anity, and as much under the influence of Pagan

darknefs, idolatry and fuperflition, as they were at

their firfl arrival from Africa.

But, though neglected by the Britifh nation,

they are entitled to a fliare of the comon privi-

leges of humanity and Chriftianity, from their pro-

vincial owners. It is their duty and interefl to ufe

flaves with tendernefs and compaflion, and ren-

der them as happy and contented as their fituation

will admit. Were they to allow them certain por-

tions of time from their labours of body for the

improvement
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improvement of their mind, and open the way for,

and provide the means of inftruction, would not kind

ufage be productive of many beneficial effects ? The
lofs of labour none but avaricious wretches would

grudge, and the day of reft allotted for man and

beafl fince the beginning of the world, and proper-

ly improved for that purpofe, might of itfelf be at-

tended with good confequences ; whereas, to en-

courage them to labour on that day for themfelves,

is not only robbing them of the opportunities of

inftruclion, but abufing the Sunday, by making it

to them the mod laborious day of the week. It

would ftrike a ftranger with aftonifhment and in-

dignation, to hear the excufes planters make for this

criminal neglect. Some will tell you they are beings

of an inferior rank, and little exalted above brute

creatures ; that they have no fouls, and therefore no

concern need be taken about their falvation. Others

affirm, that they would become more expert in vice

by being taught, and greater knaves by being made
Chriftians. But fuch advocates for heathen igno-

rance and barbarifm merit no ferious notice, being

enemies to all improvements in human nature, and

all the benefits refuking to fociety from civilization

and Chriftianity. Certain it is, the inhabitants of

Africa have the fame faculties with thofe of Europe.

Their minds are equally capable of cultivation,

equally fufceptible of the impreffions of religion.

Ridiculous is it to imagine, that the black tincture

of their fkin, or the barbarous ftate in which they

were there found, can make any material alteration.

Though fortune has put the former under the power
of the latter, and affigned them the portion of perpe-

tual labour to procure the mere luxuries of life for

other
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other men ; yet, if fuch a traffic be reafonable and juft,

there is no crime negroes can commit that may not

be defended and juftified upon the fame principles.

If Europe, to obtain fugar, rum, rice, and tobac-

co, has a right to enilave Africa ; furely Africa, if

fhe had the power, has a much better right to rob

Europe of thofe commodities, the fruits of her chil-

dren's labour. Every argument that can be brought

in fupport of the inftitution of flavery, tends to the

fubverfion of juftice and morality in the world.

The bed treatment poiTible from the colonics can-

not compenfate for fo great a lofs. Freedom, in

its meaner!: circumftances, is infinitely preferable to

flavery, though it were in golden fetters, and ac-

companied with the greater! fplendour, eafe, and a-

bundance.

If then the greater!: advantages are not a fufficient

compenfation for the lofs of liberty, what {hall we

think of thofe who deny them the fmaileft ? But one

would imagine that, exclufive of every other motive,

perfonal fafety would even induce the colonifts to

provide for them thofe advantages which would ren-

der them as eafy and contented as poilible with

their condition. Were they duly imprefled with a

fenfe of their duty to God and man ; were they taught

the common rules of honefty, juflice, and truth
;

were their difpofitions to humility, fubmiiiion, and

obedience, cultivated and improved ; would not fuch

advantages' place them more on a level with hired fcr-

vants, who pay a ready and cheerful obedience to

their matters ? Were they favoured with the privi-

leges of Chriftianity, would they not be more faith-

ful and diligent, and better reconciled to their fer-

vile
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vile condition ? Befides, Chriilianity has a tendency

to tame fierce and wild tempers. It is not an eafy

thing to difplay the great and extenfive influence

which the fear of God, and the expectation of a fu-

ture account, would have upon their minds: Chrifti-

anity enforces the obligations of morality, and pro-

duces a more regular and uniform obedience to its

laws. A due fenfe of the divine prefence, the hopes

of his approbation, and the fears of his difpleafure,

are motives that operate powerfully with the human
mind, and in fact would prove ftronger barriers

againft trefpafles, murders, plots, and confpiracies,

than any number of ftripes from the hands of men,

or even the terrors of certain death. Whereas, to

keep the minds of human creatures under clouds of

darknefs, neither difcipiined by reafon, nor regulated

by religion, is a reproach to the name of Proteftants,

efpecially in a land of Chriitian light and liberty.

Sundays and holidays are indeed allowed the ne-

groes in Carolina, the former cannot confident with

the laws be denied them ; the latter, as they arc

commonly fpent, are nuifances to the province. Holi-

days there are days of idlenefs, riot, wantonnefs and

excefs ; in which the flaves a(femble together in a-

larming crowds, for the.purpofes of dancing, feaft-

ing and merriment. At fuch feafons the inhabitants

have the greateft reafon to dread miichief from them;

when fet loofe from their ufual employments, they

have fair opportunities of hatching plots and confpi-

racies, and of executing them with greater facility,

from the intemperance of their owners and over-

fee re.

After
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After all, it mud be confeffed, that the freemen

of Carolina themfelves were for many years in a de-

flitute condition with refpect to religious inftruction

;

partly owing to their own poverty and the unhealthi-

nefs of the climate, and partly owing to troubles

and divifions fubfiiling among them during the pro-

prietary government. At that time the firft object

of their concern would no doubt be to provide for

themfelves and their children : but fince the pro-

vince has been taken under the royal care, their

circumftances in every refpect have changed for the

better, infomuch that they are not only able to

provide inftruction for themfelves and families, but

alfo to extend the benefit to thofe living in a (late of

Servitude among them. Now they are arrived to

fuch an eafy and flourifhing fituation, as renders their

neglect entirely without excufe. The inftruction

of negroes would no doubt be a difficult, but by

no means an impracticable undertaking, and the more

difficult the end, the more praife and merit would be

due to thofe who fhould effectually accomplifh it.

Even the Catholics of Spain pitied the miferable

condition of negroes living among the proteftant

colonies, and to induce them to revolt, proffered

them the advantages of liberty and religion at

Augufline. Is it not a fhame to a Proteftant na-

tion to keep fuch a number of human creatures

fo long among them, beings of the fame nature,

fubjects of the fame government, who have fouls

to be faved, and capable of being eternally happy

or miferable in a future world, not only in a mi-

ferable ftate of flavery, but alfo of pagan darknefs

and fuperftition. What could be expected from

creatures thus doomed to endlefs labour, and depri-

2 red
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ved of the natural rights of humanity and the privi-

leges of Chriftianity, but that they mould fnatch at

the lead glimmering hopes and profpecls of a better

ftate, and give their talk-ma ft ers reafon to dread,

that they would lay hold of fome opportunity of

forcing their way to it. This inexcufable negligence

with refpecl to them may be considered of itlelf as no

fmall fource of danger to the colonifts, as the hazard

is greater from favage and ferocious, than mild and

civilized difpofitions, and, as the reftraints of terror

?.nd temporal punifhments are lefs conftant and power-

ful than thofe of confeierice and religion. The poli-

tical and commercial connection fubfifting between

the mother country and the colonies, makes the charge

of negroes, in reafon and juilice, to fall equally upon

both. And whatever other men may think, we are of

opinion, that an inftitution for their inftruclion was an

object of the higheft confequence, and that, by all the

laws of God and man, that nation which brought this

Unfortunate race into fuch a fituation, was bound to

confult both their temporal and eternal felicity.

About this time James Glen received a co'mmif- james

fion from his Majefty, inverting him with the govern- Glen go

inent of South Carolina, and at the fame time was

appointed colonel of a new regiment of foot to be

railed in the province. He was a man of confi-

derable knowledge, courteous, and polite ; exceed-

ingly fond of military parade and oftentation, which

Commonly have great force on ordinary minds, and
by thefe means he maintained his dignity and im-

portance in the eyes of the people. All governors

inverted with extenfive powers ought to be well ac-

quainted with the common and civil laws of their

country ; and every wife prince will guard againft

Vol, II. O norni-
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nominating weak or wicked perfons to an high of*

fice, which affords them many opportunities of ex-

ercifing their power to the prejudice of the people.

When men are promoted to the government of pro-

vinces on account of their abilities and merit, and

not through the intereft of friends, then we may

expect to fee public affairs wifely managed, au-

thority revered, and every man fitting fccure un-

der his vine, and enjoying the fruits of his induftry

with contentment and fatisfaclion. But when fuch

offices are bedowed on ignorant or needy perfons,

becaufe they happen to be favourites of fome power-

ful and clamorous Lord at court, without any view

to the intereft and happinefs of the people, then ava-

rice and opprefiicn commonly prevail on one hand,

and murmur and difcontent on the other. The ap-

pointment of Governor Glen was fo far proper, as he

poileffed thofe qualifications which rendered his go-

vernment refpeclable, and the people living under it

for feveral years happy and contented. His council,

confiding of twelve men, were appointed alfo by the

King, under his fign manual. The affembly of repre-

fentatives confided of forty-four members, and were

elected every third year by the freeholders of fixteen

parifhes. The court of chancery was compofed of the

Governor and Council, to which court belonged a

mafter of chancery and a regider. There was a court

of vice-admiralty, the Judge, Hegiiler, and Marihal

of which were appointed by the Lords CommiiTioners

of the Admiralty in England. The Court of King's

Bench confided of a Chief Judice appointed by the

King, who fat with fome aiTiitant juftices of the pro-

vince ; and the fame judges conliituted the Court pi

Common Pleas. There were likewife an Attorney-

Geneva!,



SOUTH CAROLINA. 107

General, a Clerk, and Provoft-Marfhal. The Secre-

tary of the province, who was alio Regifter, the Sur-

veyor-general of the lands, and the Receiver-general of

the quit-rents, were all appointed by the Crown. The
Comptroller of the cuftoms, and three Collectors, at

the ports of Charleftown, Port-Royal, and George-

town, were appointed by the Commiffioners of the

Cuftoms in England. The provincial Treasurer was

appointed by the General AfTembly. The clergy were

elected by the freeholders of the parifh. All Juftices

of the peace, and officers of the militia, were ap-

pointed by the Governor in Council. This is the

nature of the provincial government and conftitution,

and in this way were the principal officers of each

branch appointed or elected, under the royal efta-

blifhment.

About the fame time John Lord Carteret (now lj. rjar.

Earl of Granville) applied by petition to his Majefty, teret's

praying that the eighth part of the lands and foil
^[vid-d

7

granted by King Charles, and referved to him by from that

the act of parliament eftablifhing an agreement °f the

with the other feven Lords Proprietors for the fur-

render of their title and intereft to his Majefty, might

be fet apart and allotted to him and his heirs for

ever, and propofmg to appoint perfons to divide the

fame ; at the fame time offering to refign to the

King his fhare of, and intereft in the government,

and to convey, releafe and confirm to his Majefty,

and his heirs, the other feven parts of the pro-

vince. This petition being referred to the Lords

Commiffioners ' of trade and plantations, they re-

ported, that it would be for his Majefty's fervicc

that Lord Carteret's property {liquid be feparated

O 2 from
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from tl^at of his Majefly, and that the method pro-

pofed by his Lordfhip would be the moft proper and

effectual for the purpofe. Accordingly five commif-

fioners were appointed on the part of the King, and

five on that of Lord Carteret, for feparating his

Lordfhip's fhare, and making it one entire diftrictby

itfelf. The territory allotted him was divided on the

north-eaft by the line which feparated North Carolina

from Virginia ; on the eaft by the Atlantic ocean
;

on the Couth by a point on the fea-Oiore, in latitude

thirty-five degrees and thirty-four minutes ; and,

agreeable to the charter, weftward from thcfe points

on the fea-fhore it extended, in a line parallel to the

boundary line of Virginia, to the Pacific Ocean.

Not long afterwards, a grant of the eighth part

of Carolina, together with all yearly rents and

profits arifing from it, pafied the great fcal, to John
c

Lord Carteret and his heirs. But the power of

making laws, calling and holding ailemblics, e-

recling courts of juftice, appointing judges and

juflices, pardoning criminals, granting titles of ho-

nour, making ports and havens, taking cuftoms or

duties en goods, executing the martial law. exer-

cifmg the royal rights of a county palatine, or any

other prerogatives relating to the admini ft rations of

government, were all excepted out of the grant.

Lord Carteret was to hold this eftate upon con-

dition of yielding and paying to his Majefly and his.

heirs and fucceifors, the annual-rent of one pound,

thirteen fhiliings and fourpence, on the feaft of All-

Saints, for ever, and alfo one fourth part of all the

gold and filver ore found within this eighth part of

the territory fo feparated and granted him.

As
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As Carolina abounds with navigable rivers, while The

it enjoys many advantages for commerce and traqe, ^" n
u
try

.

it is alfo much cxpofed to foreign invafions. The pofed to

tide on that coaft flows from tix to ten feet perpen- lllvall00'

dicular, and makes its way up into the flat country

by a variety of channels All veflels that draw not

above feventeen feet water, may fafely pafs over the

bar of Charleftown, which at fpring-tides will admit

fhips that draw eighteen feet. This bar lies in thirty-

two degrees and forty minutes north latitude, and

feventy- eight degrees and forty-five minutes weft lon-

gitude from London. Its fituatipn is variable, owing

to a fandy foundation and the rapid flux and reflux of

the fea. The channel leading to George-town is twelve

pr thirteen feet deep, and likewife thofe of North and

South Edifto rivers, and will admit all fhips that draw

not above ten or eleven feet of water. At Stono

the e is alfo a large creek, which admits veffels of the

fame draught of water; but Sewee and Santee rivers,

and many others of lefs note, are for fmailer craft,

which draw feven, eight, or nine feet. The channel up

to Port Royal harbour is deep enough for the largeft

fliips that fail on the fea ; and the whole royal navy

of England may ride with fafety in it. Nature has e-

vidently ordained this place for trade and commerce,

by the many advantages with which me hath favour-

ed it. It lies in thirty-two degrees and five minutes

north latitude, and in longitude feventy-nine degrees

five minutes. Its fituation renders it an excellent

flation for a fquadron of fliips in time of war, as the

run from it is fhort to the windward iilands, but

efpecially as it lies fo convenient for diflrefling the ini-

rnenfe trade coming through the Gulf of Florida.

jjJVom this harbour fhips may run out to the Gulf flream

in
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in one day, and return with equal eafe the next, fo

that it would be very difficult to efcape a fufficient

number of cruizers ftationed at Beaufort. The

harbour is alfo defended by a fmall fort, built of

tappy, which is a kind of cement compofed of oy-

fter-fhells beat fmall, and mixed with lime and wa-

ter, which when dry becomes hard and durable.

The fort has two demi-baftions to the river, and one

baftion to the land, with a gate and ditch, mounting

fixteen heavy cannon, and containing barracks for an

hundred men.

Several leagues to the fouthward of Port-Royal,

Savanna river empties itfelf into the ocean, which is

alfo navigable for fhips that draw not above fourteen

feet water. At the fouthern boundary of Georgia the

great river Alatamaha falls into the Atlantic fea, about

fixteen leagues north-eaft of Augufline, which lies in

twenty-nine degrees fifty minutes. This river admits

fhips of large burden as far as Frederica, a fmall town

built by General Oglethorpe, on an eminence in Si-

mon's Ifland. The ifland on the weft end is warned

by a branch of the river Alatamaha, before it empties

itfelf into the fea at Jekyl found. At Frederica the

river forms a kind of bay. The fort General Ogle-

thorpe erected here for the defence of Georgia had fe-

veral eighteen pounders mounted on it, and command-

ed the river both upwards and downwards. It was built

of tappy, with four baflions, furrounded by a qua-

drangular rampart, and a palifadoed ditch, which in-

cluded alfo the King's ftores, and two large build-

ings of brick and timber. The town was furround-

ed with a rampart, in the form of a pentagon, with

k
flankers of the fame thicknefs with that at the fort,

and
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and a dry ditch. On this rampart feveral pieces

of ordnance were alfo mounted. In this fituation Ge-

neral Oglethorpe had pitched his camp, which was di-

vided into ftreets, diitinguifhed by the names of the

feveral Captains of his regiment. Their little huts were

built of wood, and conflructed for holding each four

or five men. . At fome diftance from Frederica was the

colony of Highlanders, fituated on the fame river, a

wild and intrepid race, living in a date of rural freedom

and independence. Their fettlement being near the*

frontiers, afforded them abundance of fcope for

the exercife of their warlike temper ; and having

received one fevere blow from the garrifon at Au-
gudine, they feemed to long for an opportunity of

revenging the mailacre of their beloved friends.

The time was fad approaching for giving them

what they defired. For although the territory grant-

ed by the fecond charter to the proprietors at Caro-

lina extended far to the fouth-weft of the river A!a-

tamaha, the Spaniards had never relinquiihed their

pretended claim to the province of Georgia. Their

ambailador at the Britim court had even declared that

his Catholic Majefly would as loon part with Madrid

as his claim to that territory. The fquadron command-

ed by Admiral Vernon had for fome time occupied

their attention in the Weil Indies fo much, that they

could fpare none of their forces to maintain their

iuppofed right. But no fooner had the greater!:

part of the Britilh fleet left thofe feas, and returned

to England, than they immediately turned their eyes

to Georgia, and began to make preparations for dif-

lodging the Englifh fettlers in that province. Finding

that
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The Spa- that threats could not terrify General Oglethorpe to

invade
a comPnance Wltn tneir demands, an armament was

Georgia, prepared at the Havanna to go againft him, and expel

him by force of arms from their frontiers. With

this view two thoufand forces, commanded by Don
Antonio de Rodondo, embarked at the Havanna,

under the convoy of a ftrong fquadron, and arrived

at Auguftine in May 1742.

But before this formidable fleet and armament had

reached Auguftine, they were obferved by Captain

Haymer, of the Flamborough man of war, who was

cruifing on that coaft ; and advice was immediately

fent to General Oglethorpe of their arrival in Flo-

rida. Georgia now began to tremble in her turn.

The General fent intelligence to Governor Glen at

Carolina, requefting him to collect all the forces he

could with the greateft expedition, and fend them to

his afliftance ; and at the fame time to difpatch a

Hoop to the Weft Indies, to acquaint Admiral Vernon

with the intended invafion.

Carolina by this time had found great advantage

from the fettlement of Georgia, which had proved

an excellent barrier to that province, againft the in-

curfions of Spaniards and Spanifh Indians. The

fouthern parts being rendered fecure by the regi-

ment of General Oglethorpe in Georgia, the lands

backward of Port-Royal had become much in de-

mand, and rifen four times their former value.

But though the Carolineans were equally interefted

with their neighbours in the defence of Georgia,

having little confidence in General Oglethorpe's

2 military
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toiilitary abilities, fince his unfuccefsful expedition

againd Auguftlne, the planters, ftruck with terror,

cfpecially thofe on the fouthern parts, deferted their

habitations, and flocked to Charleftown with their

families and effects. The inhabitants of Charles-

town, many of whom being prejudiced againft the

man, declared againft fending him any ailiiiance, and

determined rather to fortify their town, and (land

upon their own grounds in a poiiure of defence. In

this refolution, however, it is plain they acted from

bad motives, in leaving that officer to (land alone a-

gaind fuch a fuperior force. At fuch an emergency*

good policy evidently required the firmed union,

and the utmod exertion of the force of both colo-

nies ; for fo foon as General Oglethorpe mould

be crufhed, the reduction of Georgia would open

to the common enemy an eafy accefs into the

bowels of Carolina, and render the force of both

provinces, thus divided, unequal to the public de-

fence.

In the mean time General Oglethorpe was making
all poffible preparations at Frederica for a vigorous

ftahd. Meffage after meffage was fent to his Indian

allies, who were greatly attached to him, and crowd-

ed to his camp. A company of Highlanders join-

ed him on the firft notice, and feemed joyful at

the opportunity of retorting Spaniih vengeance on

their own heads. With his regiment, and a few

rangers, Highlanders, and Indians, the General

fixed his head quarters at Frederica, never doubt-

ing of a reinforcement from Carolina, and expect-

ing their arrival every clay ; but in the mean time

Vol. II. P deter-
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determined, in cafe he mould be attacked, to fell his

life as dear as poilible in defence of the province.

About the end of June, 1742, the Spanim fleet,

amounting to thirty-two fail, and carrying above

three thoufand men, under the command of Don

Manuel de Monteano, came to anchor off Simons's

bar. Here they continued for fome time founding

the channel, and after finding a depth of water fuffi-

cient to admit their mips, they came in with the tide

of flood into Jekyl found. General Oglethorpe, who

was at Simons's fort, fired at them as they pafTed

the found, which the Spaniards returned from their

mips, and proceeded up the river Alatamaha, out of

the reach of his guns. There the enemy having hoift-

ed a red flag at the mizen top-maft-head of the

largeft fhip, landed their forces upon the iiland, and

erected a battery, with twenty eighteen pounders

mounted on it. Among their land forces they had a

fine company of artillery, under the command of

Don Antonio de R.odondo, and a regiment of ne-

groes. The negro commanders were clothed in lace,

bore the fame rank with white officers, and with

equal freedom and familiarity walked and converfed

with their commander and chief. Such an example

might jullly have akrmed Carolina. For mould the

enemy penetrate into that province, where there

were fuch numbers of negroes, they would foon

have acquired fuch a force, as muft have rendered

all oppofition fruitlefs and ineiletlual.

General Oglethorpe having found that he could

not flop the progrefs of the enemy up the river,

and
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and judging bis fituation at Fort Simons too dan-

gerous, nailed up the guns, burd the bombs and

coehorns, destroyed the (lores, and retreated to his

head quarters at Frederica. So great was the force

of the enemy, that he plainly perceived that no-

thing remained for him to atchieve, with his handful

of men, and therefore refolved to ufe his utmofl

vigilance, and to a& only on the defenfive. On all

fides he fent out fcouting parties to watch the mo-

tions of the Spaniards, while the main body were

employed in working at the fortifications, making

them as flrong as circumftances would admit. Day
and night he kept his Indian allies ranging through

the woods, to harafs the outpoils of the enemy, who
at length brought in five Spaniih prifoners, who in-

formed him of their number and force, and that the

Governor of Auguftine was commander in chief of

the expedition. The General, dill expecling a rein-

forcement from Carolina, ufed all his addrefs in plan-

ning meafures for gaining time, and preventing the

garrifon from finking into defpair. For this purpofe

he fent out the Highland company alfo to affift the

Indians, and obftrucl as much as poflible the approach

of the enemy till he mould obtain amftance and

relief. His provifions for the garrifon were neither

good nor plentiful, and his great alliance from ail

fetrlements, together with the enemy keeping the

command of the river, cut off entirely all pro-

fpedls of a fupply. To prolong the defence, how-
ever, he concealed every difcouraging circumftance

from his little army, which, befides Indians, did not

amount to more than feven hundred men ; and to

animate them to perieverance, expofed himfelf to the

P 2 fame
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-fame hardships and fatigues with the meaneit foidier

in his garrifon.

While Oglethorpe remained in this fituation, the

enemy made feveral attempts to pierce through the

woods, with a view to attack the fort ; but met with

fuch oppofition from deep moraiTes, and dark thick-

ets, lined with fierce Indians, and wild Highlanders,

that they honerlly con felled that the devil himfelf

could not pafs through them to Frederica. Don
Manuel de Monteano, however, had no other

profpect left, and thcie difficulties muir. either be

furmounted, or the defign dropt ; and therefore

one party after another was fent out to explore the

thickets, and to take polfeilion of every advantage-

ous poll: to be found in them. In two fkirmifnes

with the Highlanders and Indians, the enemy had

one captain, and two lieutenants killed, with above

one hundred men taken prifoners. After which

the Spaniih commander changed his plan of opera-

tions, and keeping Ins men under cover of his

cannon, proceeded with fome gallics up the river

with the tide of flood, to reconnoitre the fort, and

draw the General's attention to another quarter.

To this place Oglethorpe fent a party of Indians,

with orders to lie ia ambufcade in the woods, and

endeavour to prevent their landing. About the

fame time an Engiiih prifoner efcaped from the Spa-

niih camp, and brought advice to General Ogle-

thorpe of a difference fub filling in it, in fo much

that the forces from Cuba, and thofe from AuguRine

encamped in feparate places. Upon which the Ge-

neral relblved to attempt a furprife on one of the

Spanifh
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Spanifh camps, and taking the advantage of his

knowledge of the woods, marched out in the night

with three hundred cbofen men, the Highland com-

pany, and forne rangers. Having advanced within

two miles of the enemy's camp, he halted, and

went forward with a finall party to take a view of

the pofture of the enemy. But while he wanted a-

bove all things to conceal his approach, a French-

man fired his mufket, run off and alarmed the ene-

my. Upon which Oglethorpe finding his defign

defeated, retreated to Frederica, and being appre-

henfive that the deferter would discover his weak-*

fitfs, began to ftody by what device he might mod
effectually defeat the credit of his informations.

For this purpofe he wrote a letter, addreilmg it to

the deferter, in which he defired him to acquaint
*a^"

the Spaniards with the defencelefs (late of Frederica, get rid of

and how eafy and practicable it would be to cut him
th

^
ens °

and his fmall garrifon to pieces. He begged him,

as his fpy, to bring them forward to the attack, and

allure them
1

of fuccefs ; but if he could not prevail

with them to make that attempt, to ufe all his art

and influence to perfuade them to flay at lead

three days more at Fort Simons, for within that

time, according to the advice he had juft received

from Carolina, he would have a reinforcement of

two thoufand land-forces, and fix Britifh mips of

war, with which he doubted not he would be able

to give a good account of the Spanifh invaders.

He in treated the deferter to urge them to flay, and

above all things cautioned him againft mentioning

a hngle word of Vernon coming againft Auguftine,

alluring him, that for fuch fervices he mould be am-

ply
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ply rewarded by bis Britannic Majefty. This let-

ter he gave to one of the Spanifh pnfoners, who

' for the fake of liberty and a fmall reward, pro-

mifed to deliver it to the French defcrter
y

but,

initead of that, as Oglethorpe expended, he de-

livered it to the commander and chief of the Spa-

nifh army.

Various were the fpeculations and conjedures

which this leltei occafioned in the Spanifh camp, and

the commander, among others, was not a little per-

plexed what to infer from it. In the firft place

he ordered the French defcrter to be put in irons, to

prevent his efcape, and men calleu a council of war,

to conhder what was molt proper to be done in

confequence of intelligence, fo puzzling and a-

larming. Some officers were of opinion, that the

letter was intended to deceive, and to prevent

them from attacking Frederica ;
others thought

that the things mentioned in it appeared fo fea-

fible, that there were good grounds to believe,

the Englifh General wiilied them to take place,

and therefore gave their voice for confulting the

fafety of Augufline, and dropping a plan of con-

quer! attended with fo many difficulties, and which,

in the itfue, might perhaps hazard the lofs of

both army and fleet, if not of the whole province

of Florida. While the Spanifli leaders were em-

ployed in thefe deliberations, and much embarraf-

fed, fortunately three {hips of force, which the Go-

vernor of South Carolina had fent out, appeared at

tome diftance on the coaft. This correfponding with

the letter, convinced the Spanilh commander of its

?
real
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real intent, and ftruck fuch a panic into the army, The Spa

that they immediately fet fire to their fort, and in j^t to

great hurry and confufion embarked, leaving behind Auguf-

them feveral cannon, and a quantity of provitions and

military (lores. The wind being contrary, the

Englifli fhips could not, during that day, beat up

to the mouth of the river, and before next morn-

ing the invaders got paft them, and efcaped to Au-

tine.

guftine.

In this manner was the province of Georgia de-

livered, when brought to the very brink of deftruc-

tion by a formidable enemy. Fifteen days had Don
Pvlanuel de Monteano been on the fmall iiland on

which Frederica was fituated, without gaining the

fmallevt advantage over an handful of men, and in

different fkirmifhes loft fome of his braved troops.

What number of men Oglethorpe loft we have not

been able to learn, but it muft have been very in-

confiderable. In this refolute defence of the coun-

try he difplayed both military {kill and perfonal cou-

rage, and an equal degree of praife was due to him
from the Carolineans as from the Georgians. It

is not improbable that the Spaniards had Caroli-

na chiefly in their eye, and had meditated an at-

tack where rich plunder could have been obtained,

and where, by an acceflion of ilaves, they might

have increafed their force in proportion to their

progrefs. Never did the Carolineans make fo

bad a figure in defence of their country. When
union, activity and difpatch were fo requlfite, they

ingloriouily flood at a diftance, and fuffering pri-

vate pique to prevail over public fpirit, feemed de-

termined to rifk the fafety of their country, rather

than



120 THE HISTORY OF

than General Oglethorpe, by their help, mould

gain the fmalleft. degree of honour and reputation.

Money, indeed, they voted for the fervice, and at

length fent fome fhips, but, by coming fo late, they

proved ufeful rather from the fortunate co-operation

of an accidental caufe, than from the zeal and pub-

lic fpirit of the people. The Georgians with ju-

flice blamed their more powerful neighbours, who,

by keeping at a diitance in the day of danger^

had almoft hazarded the lofs of both provinces.

Had the enemy purfued their operations with vigour

and courage, the province of Georgia mud have

fallen a prey to the invaders, and Carolina had every

thing to dread in confequence of the conqueft. Upon
the return of the Spanifh troops to the Havanna, the

commander was imprifoned, and ordered to take his

trial for his conduct during this expedition, the re-

fult of which proved fo fhameful and ignominious to

the Spanifh arms. Though the enemy threatened to

renew the invafion, yet we do not find that after this

repulfe they made any attempts by force of arms to

gain pofleflion of Georgia.

Ill treat-

ment of

General

Ogle-

thorpe.

The Carolinear.s having had little or no mare of

the glory gained by this brave defence, were alfo

divided in their opinions with refpect to the con-

ducl; of General Oglethorpe. While one party

acknowledged his fignal fervices, and poured out

the higheft encomiums on his wildom and cou-

rage ; another ihamefully cenfured his conduct, and

meanly detracted from his merit. None took any

notice of his fervices, except the inhabitants in

and about Port-Royal, who addreiTed him in the

following manner :
" We the inhabitants of the

i " fouthern
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*' fouthern parts of Carolina beg leave to congra-
11 tulatc your Excellency on your late wonderful

" fuccefs over your and our inveterate enemies the

" Spaniards, who fo lately invaded Georgia, in

" fuch a numerous and formidable body, to the

" great terror of his Maje:ly's fubjects in thefe

" fouthern parts. It was very certain, had the Spa-

" niards fucceeded in thofe attempts againft your

" Excellency, they would alfo have entirely deftroy-

*' ed us, laid our province wade and defolate, and
" filled our habitations with blood and flaughter

;

•' fo that his Majefty mult have loit the fine and fpa-

'* cious harbour of Port-Royal, where the largefl

" mips of the Britifh nation may remain in fecurity

" on any occafion. We are very fenfibie of the

" groat protection and fafety we have long enjoyed,

" by your Excellency being to the fouthwards of us,
<l and keeping your armed Hoops cruifing on the
u coait, which has fecured our trade and fortunes

" more than all the mips of war ever Rationed at

" Charieftown ; but more by your late refoltitiori in

" Fruftrating the attempts of the Spaniards, when
" nothing could have faved us from utter ruin, next

" to the Providence of Almighty God, but your
" Excellency's ficgular conduct, and the bravery of
" the troops under your command. We think it

" our duty to pray God to protect your Excellency,

" and fend you fuccefs in all your undertakings for

" his Majeily's fervice ; and we afiure your Excel-

" lency, that there is not a man of us but would
" moft willingly have ventured his all, in fupport of

" your Excellency and your gallant troops, had we
" been affifted, and put in a condition to have been
" of fervice to you ; and that we always looked upon

Vol. II. Q^ « our
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" our intereft to be fo united to that of the colony

" of Georgia, that had your Excellency been cut

" off, we mud have fallen of courfe."

But while the inhabitants in and about Port-Royal

were thus addreffing General Oglethorpe, reports were

circulating in Charlettown to his prejudice, infomuch

that both his honour and honefty were called inqueftioru

Such malicious rumours had even reached London, and

occafioned fome of his bills to return to America pro-

tefted. Lieutenant-Colonel William Cook, who owed

his preferment to the General's particular friendfhip

and generofity, and who, on pretence of ficknefs,

had left Georgia before this invafion, had filed no

lefs than nineteen articles of complaint againit him,

fummoning feveral officers and foldiers from Georgia

to prove the charge. As the General had, in fact,

ftretched his credit, exhaufted his ftrength, and rifqued

his life for the defence of Carolina in its frontier co-

lony, fuch a recompence mull have been equally pro-

voking, as it was unmerited. We are apt to believe,

that fuch injurious treatment could not have arifen from

the wifer and better part of the inhabitants, and there-

fore mult be folely afcribed to fome envious and ma-

licious fpirits, who are to be found in all commu-

nities. Envy cannot bear the blaze of fuperior vir-

tue, and malice rejoices in the (tains which even falfe-

hood throws on a diftinguifhed character ; and fuch

is the extenfive freedom of the Britifh form of go-

vernment, that every one, even the meaneft, may ftep

forth as an enemy to great abilities and an unble-

milhed reputation. The charges of envy and malice,

Oglethorpe might have treated with contempt; but to

vindicate himfelf againit the rude attacks of an infe-

rior
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rior officer, he thought himfelf at this time bound in

honour to return to England.

Soon after his arrival a court-martial of general

officers was called, who fat two days at the Korfe

Guards, examining one by one the various articles

of complaint lodged againft him. After the mod
mature examination, the board adjudged the charge His cha«

to be falfe, malicious, and groundlefs, and reported r*™\
the fame to his Majefty. In conlcquence of which and con-

Lieutenant-Colonel Cook was difmifled from the fer- dy& vin -

vice, and declared incapable of ferving his Majefty in

any military capacity whatever. By this means the

character of General Oglethorpe was diverted of thofe

dark (tains with which it had been overclouded, and

began to appear to the world in its true and favour-

able light. Carolina owed this benefactor her friend-

fhip and love. Georgia was indebted to him for both

her exigence and protection, indeed his generous

fervices for both colonies deferved to be deeply im-

printed on the memory of every inhabitant, and the

benefits refulting from them to be remembered to the

lateft age with joy and gratitude.

After this period General Oglethorpe never re-

turned to the province of Georgia, but upon all oc-

cafions difcovered in England an uncommon zeal for

its profperity and improvement. From its firfl fet-

tlement the colony had hitherto been under a mi-

litary government, executed by the General and

fuch officers as he thought proper to nominate and

appoint. But now the Truftees thought proper to

eftablifh a kind of civil government, and commit-

ted the charge of it to a prefident and four affiil-

O 2 ants,
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ants, who were to act agreeable to the inftructions they

fhould receive from them, and to be accountable to that

corporation for their public conduct. William Stephens

was made chief magi ft rate, and Thomas Jones, Henry-

Parker, John Fallowfield, and Samuel Mercer, were

appointed affiftants. They were intruded to hold

four general courts at Savanna every year, for re-

gulating public affairs, and determining all differen-

ces relating to private property. No public money
could be difpofed of but by a warrant under the feal

of the Prefident and major part of the Affiftants in

council affembled, who were enjoined to fend monthly

accounts to England of money expended, and of the

particular fei vices to which it was applied. All of-

ficers of militia wrere continued, for the purpofe of

holding muiters, and keeping the men properly train-

ed for military fervices ; and Oglethorpe's regiment

was left in the colony for its defence.

By this time theTruftees had tranfported to Geor-

gia, at different times, above one thoufand five hun-

dred men, women and children. As the colony was

intended as a barrier to Carolina, by their charter the

Truftees were at firft laid under feveral reftraints with

refpect to the method of granting lands, as well as the

fettlers with refpecl to the terms of holding and difpo-

fing of them. Now it was found expedient to relieve

both the former and latter from thofe fcolifh and im-

politic reflections. Under the care of General Ogle-

thorpe the infant province had furmounted many diffi-

culties, yet ftill it promifed a poor recompenfe to Britain

for the vail fums of money expended for its protection.

The indigent emigrants, efpecially thofe from England,

having little acquaintance with hufbandry, and lefs in-

clination
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dination to labour, made bad fettlers ; and as greater

privileges were allowed them on the Carolina tide of

the river, they were eafily decoyed away to that co-

lony. The Highlanders and Germans indeed, being

more frugal and indufirious, fuccceded better, but

hitherto had made very fmall progrefs, owing partly

to wars with the Spaniards, and .0 fevere hardfhips

attending all kinds of culture in fuch an unhealthy

climate and woody country. The ftaple commodities

intended to be raifed in Georgia were filk and wine,

which were indeed very profitable articles ; but fo

fmall was the improvement made in them, that they

had hitherto turned out to little account. The molt

induftrious and fuccefsful fettlers could as yet fcarcely

provide for their families, and the unfortunate, the

fick, and indolent part, remained in a ftarved and

miferable condition.

Soon after the departure of General Oglethorpe, The Ca-

the Carolineans petitioned the King,- praying that roHncani

three independent companies, confiding each of an f^bree
hundred men, might be railed in the colonies, paid indepen-

by Great Britain, and Rationed in Carolina, to be

entirely under the command of the Governor and

Council of that province. This petition was referred

to the Lords of his Majefty's Privy-council, and a

time appointed for confidering, whether the prefer.

t

ftate of Carolina was fuch as rendered this additional

charge to the nation proper and necefTary. Two rea-

fons were affigned by the colonifts for the necellity

of this military force : the firft was, to preferve peace

and fecurity at home ; the fecond, to protect the co-

lony againft foreign invafions. They alledged, that as

the country was overftocked with negroes, fuch a

military

deiu com-
panies.



i26 THE HISTORY OF

military force was requifite to overawe them, and

prevent infurrections ; and as the coaft was fo exten-

five, and the ports lay expofed to every French and

Spanifh plunderer that might at any time invade the

province, their fecurity againft fuch attempts was of

the higheft confequence to the nation. But though

they afterwards obtained fome independent companies,

thofe reafons, at this time, did not appear to the Privy-

council of weight fufficient to induce them to give their

advice for this military eftablifhment, It was their o-

pinion, that it belonged to the provincial legiflature to

make proper laws for limiting the importation of ne-

groes, and regulating and retraining them when im-

ported ; rather than put the mother country to the ex-

pence of keeping a {landing force in the province to

overawe them : that Georgia, and the Indians on the

Apalachian hills,were a barrier againft foreign enemies

on the weftern frontiers : that Fort Johnfon, and the

fortifications in Charleftown, were a fufficient protec-

tion for that port ; befides, that as the entrance over

the bar was fo difficult to ftrangers, before a foreign

enemy could land five hundred men in that town, half

the militia in the province might be collected for its

defence. Georgetown and Port-Royal indeed were

expofed, but the inhabitants being both few in num-

ber and poor, it could not be worth the pains and

rifque of a fingle privateer to look into thofe harbours.

For which reafons it was judged, that Carolina could

be in little danger till a foreign enemy had pofleflion

of Georgia ; and therefore it was agreed to maintain

Oglethorpe's regiment in that fettlement complete

;

and give orders to the commandant to fend detach-

ments to the forts in James's Ifland, Port-Royal, and

fuch other places where their fervice might be thought

ufeful
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ufeful and necelTary to the provincial fafety and de-

fence.

Many are the advantages Carolina has derived

from its political and commercial connection with Bri-

tain. Its growing and flourifhing ftate the colony

owes almoft entirely to the mother-country, without

the protection and indulgence of which, the people

had little or no encouragement to be induftrious.

Britain firft furnifhed a number of bold and enter-

prifing fettlers, who carried with them the knowledge,

arts, and improvements of a civilized nation. This

may be faid to be the chief favour for which Carolina

(lands indebted to the parent ftate during the proprie-

tary government. But fince the province has been

taken under the royal care, it has been nurfed and pro-
n jg

^"
tected by a rich and powerful nation. Its government vantages

has been (table, private property fecure, and the privi-
f™mBrl-

leges and liberties of the people have been extenfive.

Lands the planters obtained from the King at a

cheap rate. To cultivate them the mother-country

furnifhed them with labourers upon credit. Each

perfon had entire liberty to manage his affairs for his

own profit and advantage, and having no tythes, and

very trifling taxes to pay, reaped almoft the whole

fruits of his induftry. The belt and moft extenfive

market was allowed to the commodities he produced,

and his ftaples increafed in value in proportion to the

quantity raifed, and the demand for them in Europe.

All Britifh manufactures he obtained at an eafy rate,

and drawbacks were allowed on articles of foreign ma-

nufacture, that they might be brought the cheaper to

the American market. In confequence of which fru-

gal planters, every three or four years, doubled their

capital, and their progrefs towards independence and

opulence

tarn.
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opulence was rapid. Indeed, the colonics had many

reafons for gratitude, and none for fear, except what

arofe from their immoderate hafte to be rich, and

from purchafing fuch numbers of Haves, as expofed

them to danger and deftruction.

,
The plan of fettling townfhips, efpecially as it came

accompanied with the royal bounty, had proved bene-

ficial in many refpecls. It encouraged multitudes of

poor oppreiTed people in Ireland, Holland and Germa-

ny to emigrate, by which means the province received

a number of frugal and indudrious iettlers. As many
of them came from manufacturing towns in Europe, it

might have been expected that they would naturally

have purfued thofe occupations to which they had been

bred, and in which their chief ikill confifted. But this

was by no means the cafe ; for, excepting a few of them

that took up their refidence in Charleftown, they

procured lands, applied to paflurage and agriculture,

and by raifing hemp, wheat and maize in the interior

parts of the country, and curing hams, bacon, and

beef, they fupplied the market with abundance of

provifion, while at the fame time they found that they

had taken the fhorteft way of arriving at eafy and in-

dependent circumftances.

Indeed while fuch vaft territories in Carolina re-

mained unoccupied, it was neither for the intereft of

the province, nor that of the mother-country, to

employ any hands in manufactures. So long as la-

bour beftowed on lands was molt profitable, no pru-

dent colonifl would direct his attention or flrength

to any other employment, efpecially as the mother-

country could fupply him with all kinds of manu-

i factures
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failures at a much cheaper rate than he could make Itsadvan-

them. The furplus part of Britiih commodities and
r

manufactures for which there was no vent in Bri- tance to

tain, found in Carolina a good market, and in return

brought the Englifh merchant fuch articles as were in

demand at home, by which means the advantages were

mutual and reciprocal. The exclufive privilege of fup-

plying this market encouraged labour in England, and

augmented the annual income of the nation. From
the monopoly of this trade with America, which was

always increafing, Britain derived many fubftantial

advantages. Thefe colonies confumed all her fuper-

fluities which lay upon hand, and enlarged her com-

merce, which, without fuch a market, mud have

been confined to its ancient narrow channel. In the

year 1 744. two hundred and thirty vcffels were load-

ed at the port of Charleftown, fo that the national

value of the province was not only confideiable in

refpect of the large quantity of goods it confumed,

but alfo in refpect to the naval ftrerigth it promoted.

Fifteen hundred feamen at lead found employment

in the trade of this province, and, befides other

advantages, the profits of freight muft make a con-

fiderable addition to the account in favour of Bri-

tain.

Nor is there the fin all eft reafon to expect that

manufactures will be encouraged in Carolina, while

landed property can be obtained on fuch eafy terms.

The cooper, the carpenter, the brick-layer, the fhip-

builder, and every other artificer and tradefman, af-

ter having laboured for a few years at their refpec-

tive employments, and purchafed a few negroes, com-

monly retreat to the country, and fettle tracts of un-

Vol. II. R cultivated
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cultivated land. While they labour at their trades.*

they find themfelves dependent on their employers

;

this is one reafon for their wifhing at lead to be their,

own matters ; and though the wages allowed them

are high, yet the means of fubfiftence in towns are

alfo dear, and therefore they long to be in the fame

fituation with their neighbours, who derive an eafy

fubfiftence from a plantation, which they cultivate

at pleafure, and are anfwerable to no mafler for

their conduct. Even the merchant becomes weary

of attending the ftore, and rifking his fiock on the

ftormy feas, or in the hands of men where it is of-

ten expofed to equal hazards, and therefore collects

it as foon as poffible, and fettles a plantation. Up-

on this plantation he fets himfelf down, and being

both landlord and farmer, immediately finds himfelf

an independent man. Having his capital in lands and

negroes around him, and his affairs collected within a

narrow circle, he can manage and improve them as he

thinks fit. lie foon obtains plenty of the necerTaries of

life from his plantation ; nor need he want any of its

conveniences and luxuries. The greateft difficulties

he has to furmount arife from the marfny foil, and

unhealthy climate, which often cut men off in the

midft of their days. Indeed in this refpect Carolina

is the reverfe of moft countries in Europe, where the

rural life, when compared with that of the town, is

commonly healthy and delightful.

/
CHAP<



SOUTH CAROLINA. 131

CHAP. IX.

THE war between England and France 0:111 raged

in Europe, and being carried on under many dis-

advantages on the fide of the allied army, was almoft as

unfuccefsful as their enemies could have defired. The

battle of Fontenoy was obitinate and bloody, and many

thoufands were left on the field on the fide of the van-

quifhed. The victorious army had little reafon for

boafting, having likewife bought their victory very

dear. Though bad fuccefs attended the Bntifn arms

on the continent at this time, yet that evil being

confidered as remote, the people feemed only to feel

it as affecting the honour of the nation, which by

fome fortunate change might retrieve the glory of its

arms ; but a plot of a more interesting nature was

difcovered, which added greatly to the national per-

plexity and diitrefs. A civil war broke out within

the bowels of the kingdom, the object of which was
Allnothing lefs than the recovery of the Britifh crown Ail

f
om *

from the houfe of Brunfwick. Charles Edward anti op_

Stuart, the young pretender, Simulated by the fire of preffions

youth, encouraged by the deceitful promifes o\ France,
fgvoura .

and invited by a difcontented party of the Scotch ble to A-

nation, had landed in North Britain to head the rafh
merlGa *

enterpriie. Multitudes of bold and deluded High-

landers, and feveral Lowlanders, who owed their mis-

fortunes to their firm adherence to that family, joined

his army. He became formidable both by the num-
bers that followed him, and the fuccefs that at firfj

attended his arms. But at length, after having a ruck

R 2 a terror



i$t THE HISTORY OF

a terror into the nation, he was routed at Culloden

field, and his party were either difperfed, or made

priibners of Avar.

What to make of the prifoners of war be-

came a matter of public deliberation. To punifh

all, without diftincYion, would have been unjufti-

fiable cruelty in any government, efpecially where

fo many were young, ignorant, and milled : to par-

don all, on the other hand, would difcover unreason-

able weaknefs, and dangerous lenity. The prifoners

had nothing to plead but the clemency of the King,

and the tendernefs of the Britifh conftitution. Ex-

amples of juftice were neceflary to deter men from

the like attempts ; but it was agreed to temper juftice

with mercy, in order to convince the nation of the

gentlenefs of that conftitution, which made not only

a diftincYion between the innocent and guilty, but

even among the guilty themfelves, between thofe

who were more, and thofe who were lefs criminal.

The King ordered a general pardon to pafs the Great

Seal, in which he extended mercy to the ignorant,

and milled among the rebels, which pardon com-

prehended nineteen out of twenty, who drew lots

for this purpofe, were exempted from trial, and

tranfported to the Britifh plantations. Among o-

ther fettlements in America, the fouthern provinces

had a fhare of thefe bold and hardy Caledonians,

who afterwards proved excellent and induftrious feU

tiers.

As every family of labourers is an acquifition to

a growing colony, fuch as Carolina, where lands are

plenty, and hands only wanted to improve them ; to

encourage
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encourage emigration, a door was opened there to

Froteftants of every nation. The poor and diftrefted

fubjedts of the Britilh dominions, and thofe of Ger-

many and Holland, were eafily induced to leave op-

preffion, and tranfport themfelves and families to that

province. Lands free of quit-rents, for the firft ten

years, were allotted to men, women, and children,

tJtenlils for cultivation, and hogs and cows to begin

their (lock, they purchafed with their bounty-money.

The like bounty was allowed to all fervants after the

expiration of the term of their fervitude. From this

period Carolina was found to be an excellent refuge

to the poor, the unfortunate, and opprefted. The

population and profperity of her colonies cngrofled

the attention of the mother-country. His Majefty's

bounty ferved to alleviate the hardfhips infeparablc

from the firft years of cultivation, and landed pro-

perty animated the poor emigrants to induftry and

perfeverance. The different townfhips yearly in-

creafed in numbers. Every one upon his arrival ob-

tained his grant of land, and fat down on his freehold

with no taxes, or very trifling ones, no tythes, no poor

rates, with full liberty of hunting and fifhing, and ma-

ny other advantages and privileges he never knew in

Europe. It is true the unhealthinefs of the climate was

a great bar to his progrefs, and proved fatal to many
of thefe firft fettlers ; but to fuch as furmounted this

obftaclc, every year brought new profits, and opened

more advantageous profpects. All who efcaped the

dangers of the climate, if they could not be called rich

during their own life, by improving their little free-

holds, they commonly left their children in cafy or o-

pulent circumftances. Even in the firft. age being free,

contented,
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contented, and accountable to man for their labour

and management, their condition in many refpe&s was

preferable to that of the pooreft clafs of labourers in

Europe. In all improved countries, where commerce

and manufactures have been long eftablifhed, and lu-

xury prevails, the pooreft ranks of citizens are al-

ways opprefled and miferable. Indeed this muft ne-

ceflarily be the cafe, otherwife trade and manufactures,

which flourifh principally by the low price of labour

and provifions, muft decay. In Carolina, though ex-

pofed to more troubles and hardfhips for a few years,-

fuch induftrious people had better opportunities than

in Europe for advancing to an eafy and independent

flate. Hence it happened that few emigrants ever re-

turned to their native country ; on the contrary, the

fuccefs and profperity of the molt fortunate, brought

many adventurers and relations after them. Their

love to their former friends, and their natural par-

tiality for their countrymen, induced the old planters

to receive the new fettlers joyfully, and even to aflifl

and relieve them. Having each his own property and

poffeflion, this independence produced mutual refpeel

and beneficence, and fuch general harmony and induf-

try reigned among them, that thofe townfhips, former-

ly a defolate wildernefs, now flocked with diligent la-

bourers, promifed foon to become fruitful fields.

It has been obferved, that in proportion as the

lands have been cleared and improved, and fcope

given for a more free circulation of air, the climate

has likewife become more falubrious and pleafant.

This change was more remarkable in the heart of the

country than in the maritime parts, where the belt

plantations of rice are, and where water is carefully

preferved
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preferved to overflow the fields
;
yet even in thofe pla-

ces cultivation has been attended with falutary effects.

Time and experience had now taught the planters, Cultiva-

that, during the autumnal months, their living among tl0n at "

the low rice plantations fubje&ed them to many dif- w;th fa-

orders, from which the inhabitants of the capital were luta,7

entirely exempted. This induced the richer part to

retreat to town during this unhealthy feafon. Thofe

who were lefs able to bear the expences of this retreat,

and had learned to guard againfl: the inconveniencies

of the climate, fometimes efcaped ; but laborious

ftrangers fuffered much during thefe autumnal months.

Accuftomed as they were in Europe to toil through

the heat of the day, and expofe themfelves in all wea-

thers, they followed the fame practices in Carolina,

where the climate would by no means admit of fuch

liberties. Apprehenhve of no ill confequences from

fuch expofure, they began their improvement with

vigour and refolution, and perfevered until the hot

climate and heavy toil exhaufted their fpirits, and

brought home to them the unwelcome intimations of

danger.

In the months of July, Auguft, and September,

the heat in the (haded air, from noon to three o'clock,

is often between ninety and an hundred degrees; and

as fuch extreme heat is of fhort duration, being

commonly productive of thunder-fhowers, it becomes

on that account the more dangerous. I have feen

the mercury in Fahrenheit's thermometer arife in the

fhade to ninety- fix in the hotted, and fall to fixteen

in the cooleft feafon of the year; others have obferved

it as high as an hundred, and as low as ten ; which

range
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range between the extreme heat of Cummer and cold

in winter is prodigious, and muft have a great effect

upon the conftitution of all, even of thofe who are

bed guarded againft the climate ; what then mud be

the fituation of fuch as are expofed to the open air

Mean and burning fky in all feafons ? The mean diurnal
eat in ^^ Q£ t^c different feafons has been, upon the moil

careful obfervation, fixed at fixty-four in fpring,

fe\renty-nine in fummer, feventy-two in autumn, and

fifty-two in winter ; and the mean nocturnal heat

in thofe feafons at fifty- fix degrees in fpring, feventy-

five in fummer, fixty-eight in autumn, and forty-fix

in winter.

As this climate differs fo much from that of

Britain, Ireland, and Germany, and every where

has great influence on the human conftitution, no

wonder that many of thefe fettlers mould ficken

and die by the change, during the firft (late of co-

lonization. In the hot feafon the human body is

relaxed by perpetual perfpiration, and becomes fee-

ble and fickly, efpecially during the dog-days, when

the air is one while fuffocating and fultry, and an-

other moid and foggy. Exhaufted of fluids, it is

perhaps not at all, or very improperly, fupplied.-

The dif- Hence intermittent, nervous, putrid and bilious fe-

eafes of vers are common in the country, and prove fa-
the coun- c . . , . _r ...

,

try. tal to many or its inhabitants. Young children are

very fubjecl to the worm-fever, which cuts off

multitudes of them. The dry belly-ache, which is

a dreadful diforder, is no flranger to the climate.

An irruption, commonly called the Prickly Heat,

often breaks out during the fummer, which is attend-

ed
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ed with troublefome itching and dinging pains ; but

this difeafe being common, and not dangerous, is lit-

tle regarded ; and if proper caution be ufed to prevent

it from ftriking fuddenly inward, is thought to be

attended even with falutary effects. In the fpring and
,

winter pleurifies and peripneurhonies are common, often

obilinate, and frequently fatal difeafes. So changeable

is the weather, that the fpirits in the thermometer will

often rife or fall twenty, twenty-five, and thirty degrees,

in the fpace of twenty four hours, which mud make

havock of the human conftitutiori. In autumn there

is fosietimes a difference of twenty degrees between

the heat of the day and that of the night, and in

winter a greater difference between the heat of the

morning and that of noon-day. We leave it to phy-

ficians more particularly to defcribe the various dis-

orders incident to this climate, together with the

caufes of them ; but if violent heat and continual

perfpiration in fummer, noxious vapours and hidden

changes in autumn, piercing cold nights, and hot

noon-days in winter, affect the human conftitution, the

inhabitants of Carolina, efpecialiy in the maritime

parts, have all thefe and many more changes and hard-

fhips during the year to undergo. Not only man, but

every animal, is ftrongly affe&ed by the fultry heat

of fummer. Horfes and cows retire to the made, and

there, though haraffed with infects, they (land and pro-

fufely fweat through the violence of the day. Hogs

and dogs are alfo much diftreffed with it. Poultry and

wild fowls droop their wings, hang out their tongues,

and, with open throats, pant for breath. The planter

who confuks his health is not only cautious in his drefs

and diet, but rifes early for the bufmefs of the field,

and tranfacts it before ten o'clock, end then retreats

to the houfe or fhade during the melting heat of the

Vol. II. S day,
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day, until the coolnefs of the evening again invites

him to the field. Such is his feeblenefs of body and

languor of fpirit at noon, that the greateft pleafure of

life confifts in being entirely at reft. Even during the

night he is often reftlefs and depreffed, infomuch that

refrefhing fleep is kept a flranger to his eyes. If un-

fortunately the poor labourer is taken fick in fuch

weather, perhaps far removed from, or unable to em-

ploy, a phyfician, how great mud be his hazard. In

towns this heat is flill rendered more intolerable by

the glowing reflection from houfes, and the burning

fand in the ftreets. But how it is poffible for cooks,

blackfmiths, and other tradefmen, to work at the fide

of a fire, as many in the province do during fuch a

feafon, we rauft leave to the world to judge.

This hot weather, however, has been found fa-

favoura

C

- vourable to the culture of indigo, which at this

ble to the time was introduced into Carolina, and has fince

culture of
proveci one f j ts chief articles of commerce. About

indigo. r

the year 1745 a fortunate difcovery was made, that

this plant grew fpontaneouily in the province, and

was found aluioft every where among the wild weeds

of the foreft. As the foil naturally yielded a weed

which furnifhed the world with fo ufeful and valua-

ble a dye, it loudly called for cultivation and im-

provement. For this purpofe lbme indigo feed was

imported from the French Weft Indies, where it had

been cultivated with great fuccefs, and yielded the

planters immenfe profit. At firft the feed was plant-

ed by way of experiment, and it was found to an-

fwer the molt fan^uine expectations. In confequence

of which fcveral planters turned their attention to the

culture of indigo, and ftudied the art of extracting

the
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the dye from it. Every trial brought them frem en-

couragement. In the year 1747 a confiderablc quan-

tity of it was fent to England, which induced the

merchants trading to Carolina to petition parliament

for a bounty on Carolina indigo. The parliament,

upon examination, found that it was one of the mod
beneficial articles of French commerce, that their

Weft India iflands fupplied all the markets of Eu-

rope ; and that Britain alone confumed annually fix

hundred thoufand weight of French indigo, which,

at five millings a pound, coft the nation the prodigi-

ous fum of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds

fterling. It was demonftrated by the merchants, that

this vail expence might 'be faved, by encouraging the

cultivation of indigo in Carolina, and commonly be-

lieved that in time the colony might bring it to fuch

perfection, as to rival the French at the markets of

Europe. This petition of the merchants was foon

followed by another from the planters and inhabitants

of Carolina, and others to the fame effect from the

clothiers, dyers, and traders of different towns in Bri-

tain. It was proved, that the demand for indigo an-

nually increafed, and it could never be expected

that the planters in the Weft Indies would turn

their hands to it, while the culture of fugar canes

proved more profitable. Accordingly, an aft of

parliament paffed, about the beginning of the year

1 748, for allowing a bounty of fixpence per pound

on all indigo raifed in the Britifh American plan-

tations, and imported directly into Britain from the

place of its growth. In confequence of which

act the planters applied themfelves with double vi-

gour and fpirit to that article, and feemed to vie

with each other who mould bring the belt kind

S 2 and
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and grcateft quantity of it to the market. Some
years indeed elapfed before they learned the nice

art of making it as well as the French, whom long

practice and experience had taught it to perfection
;

but every year they acquired greater (kill and know-

ledge in preparing it, and received incredible profit

as the reward of their labours. While many of

them doubled their capital every three or four years

by planting indigo, they in procefs of time brought

it to fuch a degree of perfection, as not only to

fupply the mother-country, but alfo to underfel the,

French at feveral European markets.

Here it may not be improper to give the reader

fome account of the manner in which the people

of Carolina cultivate this plant, and extract the dye

from it. As we pretend to little knowledge of this

matter ourfelves, we flia.ll give the following rules

and directions of an ingenious perfon, who praclifed

them for feveral years with great fuccefs. " As both
Theman- {t ine qUari tity and quality of indigo greatly depend on

tivating
" u tne cultivation of the plant, it is proper to obferve,

and mak- « that it feems to thrive bed in a rich, light foil, un-
* ng in l" " mixed with clay or fand. The ground to be planted

" mould be plowed, or turned up with hoes, fome

" time in December, that the froft may render it rich

fcC and mellow. It mud alfo be well harrowed, and

" cleanfed from all grafs, roots, and flumps of trees,

" to facilitate the hoeing after the weed appears a-

" bove ground. The next thing to be coniidered is

" the choice of the feed, in which the planters fhould

" be very nice ; there is great variety of it, and from
u every fort good indigo may be made j but none

" anfwers
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*' anfvvers fo well in this colony as the true Guati-

" mala^ which if good is a fmall oblong black feed,

" very bright and full, and when rubbed in the hand
" will appear as if finely poliihed.

" In Carolina we generally begin to plant about

f* the beginning of April, in the following manner :

." The ground being well prepared, furrows are made

with a drill-plow, or hoe, two inches deep, and

eighteen inches diftant from each other, to receive

the feed, which is fown regularly, and not very

thick, after which it is lightly covered with earth.

A bufhel of feed will fow four Englifh acres. If the

weather proves warm and ferene, the plant will ap-

pear above ground in ten or four-teen days. After

the plant appears, the ground, though not grafly,

fliould.be hoed to loofen the earth about it, which

otherwife would much hinder its growth. In good

feafons it grows very faft, and mud all the while

be kept perfectly clean of weeds. Whenever the

plant is in full bloom it muft be cut down, with-

out paying any regard to its height, as its leaves

are then thick and full of juice, and this commonly

happens in about four months after planting. But,

previous to the feafon for cutting, a complete fet

of vats of the following dimenfions, for every

twenty acres of weed, muft be provided, and kept

in good order. The deeper or vat in which the

weed is firft put to ferment, muft be fixteen feet

fquare in the clear, and two and a half feet deep

;

the fecond vat or battery twelve feet long, ten feet;

wide, and four and a half feet deep from the top

of the plate. Thefe vats fhould be made of the

" bell
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" bed cyprefs or yellow-pine plank, two and a half

" inches thick, well fattened to the joints and ftuds

" with feven-inch fpikes, and then caulked, to pre-

" vent their leaking. Vats thus made will laft in Ca-
<c rolina, notwithftanding the exceflive heat, at lead

" feven years. When every thing is ready, the weed
" muft be cut and laid regularly in the fteeper with

" the (talk upward, which will haften the fermenta.

" tion ; then long rails muft be laid the length of the

" vat, at eighteen inches diftance from one another,

M and wedged down to the weed, to prevent its buoy-

" ing up when the water is pumped into the fteeper.

" For this purpofe the fofteft water anfwers beft,

" and the quantity of it neceflary muft be juft fuf-

" ficient to cover all the weed. In this fituation

" it is left to ferment, which will begin fooner or
u

later in proportion to the heat of the weather, and
" the ripenefs of the plant, but for the moft part

u takes twelve or fifteen hours. After the water is

" loaded with the falts and fubftance of the weed, it

" muft be let out of the fteeper into the battery,

" there to be beat ; in order to perform which o-

" peration, many different machines have been in-

" vented : but for this purpofe any inftrument that will

" agitate the water with great violence may be ufed.

" When the water has been violently agitated for

" fifteen or twenty minutes in the battery, by taking

" a little of the liquor up in a plate it will appear full

" of fmall grain or curdled ; then you are to let in a

M quantity of lime-water kept in a vat for the pur-

" pofe, to augment and precipitate the fseculae, ftill

" continuing to ftir and beat vehemently the in-

" digo water, till it becomes of a ftrong purple co-

° lour, and the grain hardly perceptible. Then it

" muft
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" mud be left to fettle, which it will do in eight or

" ten hours. After which the water mall: be gently

" drawn out of the battery through plug-holes con-

u trived for that purpofe, fo that the fceculas may
i( remain at the bottom of the vat. It muft then be

" taken up, and carefully (trained through a horfe-

" hair fieve, to render the indigo perfectly clean,

u and put into bags made of Ofnaburghs, eighteen
if inches long, and twelve wide, and fufpended for

" fix hours, to drain the water out of it. After

" which the mouths of thefe bags being well faften-

" ed, it jnuft be put into a prefs to be entirely freed

" from any remains of water, which would other-

" wife greatly hurt the quality of the indigo. The
u prefs commonly ufed for this purpofe is a box of

" five feet in length, two and a half wide, and two
* deep, with holes at one end to let out the water,

* In this box the bags muft be laid, one upon ano-
11 ther, until it is full, upon which a plank muft be

" laid, fitted to go within the box, and upon all a fuf-

" ficient number of weights to fqueeze out the water

" entirely by a conftant and gradual prefTure, fo that

" the indigo may become a fine ft iff pafte ; which is

u then taken out and cut into fmall pieces, each a-

" bout two inches fquare, and laid out to dry. A
" houfe made of logs muft be prepared on purpofe

" for drying it, and fo conftru&ed that it may re-

" ceive all the advantages of an open and free air,

" without being expofed to the fun, which is very

" pernicious to the dye. For here indigo placed

* in the fun, in a few hours will be burnt up to a

" perfect cinder. While the indigo remains in the
H drying houfe, it muft be carefully turned threeror,

" four times in a day, to prevent its rotting. Flies.

" mould
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" mould likewife be carefully kept from it, which
"

at this feafon of the year are hatched in millions,

" and infeft an indigo plantation like a plague. After

<c all, great care muft alfo be taken, that the indigd

" be fufficiently dry before it is packed, left after

u
it is headed up in barrels it (hould fweat, which will

" certainly fpoil and rot it/'

. In this manner indigo is cultivated and prepared

in Carolina, and the richeft land in the heart of the

country is found to anfwer bed for it. The maritime

iflands, however, which are commonly fandy, are not

unfavourable for this production, efpecially thofe

that contain fpots of land covered with oak, and

hickory trees. It is one of thofe rank weeds which

in a few years will exhauft the ftrength and fertility

of the bed lands in the world. It is commonly cut

in the Weft Indies fix and feven times in the year,

but in Carolina no more than two or three times be-

fore the froft begins. Our planters have been blamed

by the Englifh merchants for paying too much atten-

tion to the quantity, and too little to the quality of

their indigo, hence the Weft-India indigo brings an

higher price at the market. He that prefers the qua-

lity to the quantity, is very careful to cut the plant at

the proper feafon, that is, when the weed begins to

bloom ; for the more luxuriant and tender the plant,

the more beautiful the indigo. While it is curing,

indigo has an offenfive and difagreeable fmell, and as

the dregs of the weed are full of falts, and make ex-

cellent manure, therefore they fhould be immediately

buried under ground when brought out of the fteep-

er. It is commonly obferved, that all creatures about

an indigo plantation are ftarved, whereas, about

i a rice
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a rice one, which abounds with provisions for man

and beail, they thrive and flour ifh. The feafon for

making indigo in Carolina ends with the fir it frofty

weather, which puts a flop to fermentation, and then

double labour is not only requisite for beating it, but

vhen prepared it is commonly good for nothing.

The planters bring their indigo to market about xhecom-
the end of the year, and frequently earlier. The mon me-

merchant judges of its quality bv breaking it, and ? ? ? °
rto 1 J o ' judgmgor

obferving the clofenefs of its grain, and its brilliant its quali-

copper, or violet blue colour. The weight in feme '7*

meafure proves its quality, for heavy indigo of every

colour i$ always bad. Good indigo a! molt entirely

con fumes away in the fire, the bad leaves a quantity

of afhes. In water alfo pure and fine indigo entirely

melts and diiiblves, but the heterogeneous and foiid

parts of the bad fink to the bottom like fand. From
this period it became a Itaple to Carolina, and proved

equally profitable as the wines of Mexico or Peru.

To the mother country it was no lefs beneficial, in

excluding the French indigo entirely from her mar-

ket, and promoting her manufactures, and trade.

I (hall afterwards take notice of the rapid pro-

grefs made in the cultivation of this article, parti-

cularly with refpect to the quantity produced and

yearly fhipped to Britain, to fupply the markets in

Europe.

The great bounty and indulgence of Britain towards

her American colonies increafed with their progrefs

in cultivation, and favour after favour was extended

to them. Filled with the profpeft of opening an ex-

Vol. II. T cellent
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cellent market for her manufactures, and enlarging

her commerce and navigation, in which her ftrength

in a great meafure confifted, thefe colonies were be-

come the chief obje&s of her care, and new ones were

planted for the prorecYion of the old. At this time the

peace of Aix la Chapelle left a number of brave failors

and foldiers without employment. Good policy requi-

red that they fhculd be rendered ufeful to the nation,

and at the fame time furnifhed with employment for

their own fubfiftcnce. Acadia, which was ceded to

Britain by the treaty of peace, changed its name
Nova to Nova Scotia, and was capable of producing e-

fettled
ver

)
r fpcc *es °f nava l ftores. The fea there abound-

ed with excellent fifli, which might furnim employ-

ment for a number of failors, and be made an ufe-

ful and advantageous branch of trade. But the ex-

cellent natural harbours which the country afforded,

of all other things proved the greateft inducement

for eftablifhing a colony in it, the pofTeflion of which

would not only promote trade in the time of peace,

but alfo prove a fafe (tation for Britifh fleets in time

of war. Befides, for the fake of commercial ad-

vantage, it was judged proper to confine the Settle-

ments in America as much as poilible to the fea-coaft.

The parliament therefore determined to fend out a

colony to Nova Scotia, and, to forward the fettle-

ment, voted forty thoufand pounds. The following

advantageous terms were held forth to the people

by government, and a number of adventurers a-

greed to accept them. Fifty acres of land were to

be allowed to every fofdier and failor, two hundred

to every enfign, three hundred to every lieutenant,

four hundred and (txty to every captain, and fix hun-

dred
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drcd to all officers of higher rank ; together with

thirty for every fervant they mould carry along with

them. No quit-rents were to be demanded for the

firft ten years. They were alfo to be furnifhed with in-

ftruments for fifliing and agriculture, to have their paf-

fage free, and provifions found them for the firft year

after their arrival. Three thoufand feven hundred and

fixty adventurers embarked for America on thefe fa-

vourable terms, and fettled at Halifax, which place

was fixed on as the feat of government, and fortified.

The Acadians, the former inhabitants of the country,

were allowed peaceably to remain in it, and having

fworn never to bear arms againic their countrymen,

fubmitted to the Englifh government, and palled un-

der the denomination of French neutrals. The great-

eft difficulty which the new fettlers of Nova Scotia

had to furmount at this time arofe from the Micmac
Indians, who held that territory from nature, and for

fotne time obftinately defended their right to their an-

cient pofTeffions; and it was not without considerable

lofs that the Britifh fubje&s at length, by force of

arms, drove them away from thofe territories.

Nor did this new fettlement engrofs the whole Thegrc-u

attention and liberality of the parent ftate ; the Sf
r
.

e
.

cf

r r^ . , r
r

n Britain
province oi Georgia alio every year fhared plen- for thefe

tifully from the fame hands. Indeed the bounty of colonies.

the mother country was extenfive as her dominions,

and, like the fun, cherifhed and invigorated every ob-

ject on which it fhone. All the colonies might have

been fenhble of her confhnt attention to their fafety

and profperity, and had great reafon to acknowledge

themfelves under the ftrongeft obligations to her

T 2 goodnefs
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goodnefs. If fne expected a future recorr.penfe by

the channel of commerce, which is for the mod part

mutually advantageous, it was no more than me had

juftly merited. The coloniils, we allow, carried with

them the rights and liberties of the fubjects of Bri-

tain, and they owed in return the duties of obedi*

ence to her laws and ijbjccYion to her government.

The privileges and duties of fubjedts in all fiates have

been reciprocal, and as the mother country had incur-

red great expence for the eftabiifoment and fupport of

thefe foreign fettlements; as me had multiplied her

burdens for their defence and improve merit ; furely

fuch protection and kindnefs laid a foundation for the

firmed union, and the mod dutiful returns of allegi-

ance and gratitude.

Low ftate However, the province of Georgia, notwithdand-
of Geor- . 11 i r> • • i i l

j- i i

eia. in& a * ! tnat Britain had done tor its population and

improvement, dill remained in a poor and languiih-

ing condition. Its fettiers confided of two forts of

people ; firft, of indigent fubjc6f.s and foreigners,

whom the Truftees tranfported and maintained ; fe-

condly, of men of fome fubdance, whom flattering

descriptions of the province had induced voluntarily

to emigrate to it. After the peace Oglethorpe's re-

giment being difbanded, a number of faldicrs ac-

cepted the encouragement offered them by govern-

ment, and took, up their refidence in Georgia.
;
Ail

thofe adventurers who had brought fome fubdance

along with them, having by this time exhauded their

fmall dock in fruitlefs experiments, were reduced to

indigence, fo that emigrants fotn Biitain, foreign-

ers, and foldiers, were all on a level in point of po-

verty.
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verty. From the impolitic rcftrichions -of the

Truilees, thefe fettlers had no profpecds during life

but thofe of hard&ip and poverty, and of confe-

quence, at their deceafc, of bequeathing a number

of orphans to the care of Providence. Nor was the

trade of the province in a better fituation than its a-

griculture. The want of credit was an unfurmount-

able ob -acle to its progrefs in every refpect. For-

merly the inhabitants in and about Savanna had trans-

mitted to the Trdlees a reprefentation of their grie-

vous circumltances, and obtained from them fome

partial relief. But now, chagrined with disappoint-

ments, and difpirited by the feverities of the climate,

they could view the def-gn of the Truilees in no

other light than that of having decoyed them into

mifery. Even though they had been favoured with

credit, and had proved fuccefsful, which was far

from being their cafe ; as the tenure of their free-

hold was retlrictcd to heirs male, their elded foil

could only reap the benefit of their toil, and the red

mud depend on his bounty, or be left wholly to the

charge of that Being who feeds the fowls of the air.

They confidercd their younger children and daugh-

ters as equally entitled to paternal regard, and could

not brook their holding lands under fuch a tenure,

as excluded them from the rights and privileges of

other colonifts. They faw numbers daily leaving

the province through mere necefhty, and frankly

told the Truilees, that nothing could prevent it

from being totally deferted, but the fame encourage-

ments with their more fortunate neighbours in Ca-

rolina.

That
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Com- That the Truftees might have a juft view of their

of*!?
condition, the Georgians dated before them their grie-

people. vances, and renewed theirapplication for redrefs. They

judged that the Britifh conftitution, zealous for the

rights and liberties of mankind, could not permit fub-

jects who had voluntarily rifked their lives, and fpent

their fubftance on the public faith, to effect a fettle-

ment in the mofl dangerous frontiers of the Britifh

empire, to be deprived of the common privileges of all

colonifts. They complained that the land-holders in

Georgia were prohibited from felling or leafing their

pofTeffions ; that a tract containing fifty acres of the

beft lands was too fmall an allowance for the main-

tenance of a family, and much more fo when they

were refufed the freedom to chufe it ; that a much
higher quit-rent was exacted from them than was

paid for the beft lands in America ; that the impor-

tation of negroes was prohibited, and white people

were utterly unequal to the labours requifite; that the

public money granted yearly by parliament, for the

relief of fettlers and the improvement of the province,

was mifapplied, and therefore the wife purpofes for

which it was granted were by no means anfwered.

That thefe inconveniencies and hardfhips kept them
in a ftate of poverty and mifery, and that the chief

caufe of all their calamities was the ftrict adherence

of the Truftees to their chimerical and impracticable

fcheme of fettlement, by which the people were re-

fufed the obvious means of fubfiftence, and cut off

from all profpects of fuccefs.
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We have already obferved, that the laws and re-

gulations even of the wifeft men, founded on princi-

ples of fpeculation, have often proved to be foreign

and impracticable. The Truftees had an example of

this in the fundamental conflitutions of John Locke.

Inftead of prefcribing narrower limits to the in-

duftry and ambition of the Georgians, they ought

to have learned wifdom from the cafe of the Pro-

prietors of Carolina, and enlarged their plan with

refpect to both liberty and property. By fuch in-

dulgence alone they could encourage emigrations,

and animate the inhabitants to diligence and per-

feverance. The lands in Georgia, efpecially fuch

as were firft occupied, were fandy and barren ; the

hardfnips of clearing and cultivating them were

great, the climate was unfavourable for labourers, and

dangerous to European conflitutions. The greater

the difficulties were with which the fettlers had to

druggie, the more encouragement was requifite to

furmount them. The plan of fettlement ought to

have arifen from the nature of the climate, coun-

try, and foil, and the circumstances of the fettlers,

and been the refult of experience and not of fpecu-

lation.

Hitherto Georgia had not only made fmall im-

provement in agriculture and trade, but her go-

vernment was feeble and contemptible. At this

time, by the avarice and ambition of a fmgle fa-

mily, the whole colony was brought to the very

brink of deftruction. As the concerns of thefe

fettlements are clofely connected and interwoven

witk
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with the affairs of Indian nations, it is irnpoflible to

attain proper views of the circumftances and fitua-

tion of the people, without frequently taking notice

of the relation in which they itood to their favage

neighbours. A considerable branch of provincial

commerce, as well as the fafety of the colonics,

depended on their friendmip with Indians ; and, to

avoid all danger from their favage temper, no final!

fhare of prudence and courage was often requi-

fite. This will appear more obvious from the fol-

lowing occurrence, which, becaufe it is fomewhat

remarkable, we fhall the more circumstantially re-

late.

I have already obferved, that during the time

General Oglethorpe had the direction of public af-

fairs in Georgia, he had, from maxims of policy^

treated an Indian woman, called Mary, with particu-

lar kindnefs and generofity. Finding that me had

great influence among the Creeks, and underftood

their language, he made ufe of her as an inter-

preter, in order the more eafily to form treaties of

alliance with them, allowing her for her fervices

an hundred pounds Sterling a-year. This woman

Thomas Boibmworth, who was chaplain to Ogle-

thorpe's regiment, had married, and among the

red had accepted a track of land from the crown,

Troubles ar)C[ fettled in the province. Finding that his wile

Thomts
7

laid claim to fome illands on the favcoa[l
>
uhich '

Bofom- by treaty, had been allotted the Indians as part of

worth
' their hunting lands ; to flock them he had purcha-

cattle from the planters of Carolina, from whom
he
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he obtained credit to 2 considerable amount. How-
ever, this plan not proving fo fuccefsful as the proud

and ambitious clergyman expecled, he took to au-

dacious methods of fupporting his credit, and ac-

quiring a fortune. His wife pretended to be dc-

icended in a maternal line from an Indian king,

who held from nature the territories of the Creeks,

and Bofomworth now perfuaded her to aiTert her

right to them, as fuperior not only to that of the

Truftees, but alfo to that of trie King. Accordingly

Mary immediately aifumed the title of an independent

emprefs, difavowing all fubjecYion or allegiance to

the King of Great Britain, otherwife than by way of

treaty and alliance, fuch as one independent i'ove-

reign might make with another. A meeting of all

the Creeks was fummohed, to whom Mary made a

fpeech, fetting forth the juftice of her claim, and

the great injury done to her and them by taking pof-

feflion of their ancient territories, and ftirring them

up to defend their property by force of arms The

Indians immediately took fire, and to a man declared

they would Hand by her to the lad drop of their

blood in defence of their lands. In confequence of

which Mary, with a large body of favages at her

back, fet out for Savanna, to demand a formal fur-

render of them from the pre fi dent of the province.

A mefTenger was defpatched before hand, to ac-

quaint him that Mary had affurned her right of fo-

vereignty over the whole territory s of the upper and

lower Creeks, and to demand that ail lands belong-

ing to them be inftantlv reliuquimed : for as fhe was

the hereditary and rightful queen of both nations,

Vol. iL U and
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and could command every man of them to follow her,

in cafe of refufal, fhe had determined to extirpate

the fettle merit.

The prefident and council, alarmed at her high

pretenfions and bold threats, and fonfible of her

great power and influence with the favages, were

not a little embarrafled what ileps to take for the

public fafety. They determined to ufe fort and

healing meafures until an opportunity might ofTer

of privately laying hold of her, and (Kipping her off

to England. But, in the mean time, orders were

fent to all the captains of the militia, to hold them-

felves in readinefs to march to Savanna at an hour's

warning. The town was put in the bed pofture

of defence, but the whole militia in it amounted

to no more than one hundred and feventy men, able

to bear arms. A meiTenger was fent to Mary at

the head of the Creeks, while feveral miles di-

flant from town, to know whether flie was ferious

in fuch wild pretenfions, and to try to perfuade her

to difmifs her followers, and drop her audacious

deflgn. But finding her inflexible and refolute, the

prefident refolved to put on a bold countenance,

and receive the favages with firmnefs and refo-

lution. The militia was ordered under arms, to

overawe them as much as pollible, and as the Indi-

ans entered the town, Captain Jones, at the head of

his company of horfe, (lopped them, and demand-

ed whether they came with hoftile or friendly inten-

tions ? But receiving no fatisfaclory anfwer, he told

them they mud there ground their arms, lor he had

orders not to fuller a man of them armed to let his

foot
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foot within the town. The favages with great re-

luctance fubmitted, and accordingly Thomas Bofom-

worth, in his canonical robes, with his queen by his

fide, followed by the various chiefs according to their

rank, marched into town, making a formidable ap-

pearance. All the inhabitants were flrack with

terror at the fight of the fierce and mighty hoft.

When they advanced to the parade, they found the

militia drawn up under arms to receive them, who
fainted them with fifteen cannon, and conducled

them to the prefident's houfe. There Thomas and

Adam Bofomworth being ordered to withdraw, the

Indian chiefs, in a friendly manner, were called up-

on to declare their intention of viliting the town in

fo large a body, without being fent for by any perfon

in lawful authority. The warriors, as they had been

previoufly inftrucled, anfwered, that Mary was to

fpeak for them, and that they would abide by her

words. They had heard, they faid, that (he was to

be fent like a captive over the great waters, and they

were come to know on what account they were to

lofe their queen. They affured the prefident they in-

tended no harm, and begged their arms might be re-

flored ; and, after confuliing with Bofomworth and

his wife, they would return and fettle all public affairs.

To pleafe them their mufkets were accordingly given

back, but ftrift orders were iffued to allow them
no ammunition, until the council fhould fee more
clearly into their dark detigns.

On the day following, the Indians having had

fome private conferences with their queen, began to

be very furly, and to run in a mad and tumukuous

U 2 manner

i
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manner up and down the (Ireets, fcemingly bent on

fome mi (chief All the men being obliged to mount

guard, the women were terrified to remain by them*

feives in their houfes, expecting every moment to be

murdered or fcalped. During this confuhon, a
'

falfe rumour was fpread, that they had cut off the

prefident's head with a tomahawk, which fo exafpe-

rated the inhabitants, that it was with difficulty the

officers could prevent them from firing en the la-

vages. To fave a town from deflruction, never

was greater prudence requifite. Orders were gi-

ven to the militia to lay hold of Bofomwo th, and

carry him out of the way into clofe confinement.

Upon which Mary became outrageous and frantic,

and infolently threatened vengeance againft the ma-

giftrates and whole colony. She ordered every

man of them to depart from her territories, and at

their peril to refufe. She curfed General Ogle-

thorpe and his fraudulent treaties, and, furioufly

ftamping with her feet upon the ground, fwore by

her Maker that the whole earth on which fhe trode

was her own. To prevent bribery, which (lie knew

to have great weight with her warriors, me kept the

leading men conftantly in her eye, and would not

fuffer them to fpeak a word refpeeling public affairs

but in her prefence.

The prcfident finding that no peaceable agree-

ment could be made with the Indians while under

the baleful eye and influence of their pretended

queen privately laid hold of her, and put her un-

der confinement with her hufband. This ftep was

necetfary, betprc any terms of negotiation could

be
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be propofed. Having fecured the chief promo-

ters of the confpiracy, he then employed men ac-

quainted with the Indian tongue to entertain the

warriors in the moil friendly and hofpitable manner,

and explain to them the wicked defigns of Bofom-

worth and his wife. Accordingly a feafl: was pre-

pared for all the chief leaders ; at which they were

informed, that Mr. Bofomworth had involved him-

felf in debt, and wanted not only their lands, but

alio a large fhare of the royal bounty, to fatisfy his

creditors in Carolina : that the King's prefects were

only intended for Indians, on account of their ufeful

fervices and firm attachment to him during T.he for-

mer wars : that the lands adjoining the town were

referved for them to encamp upon, when they mould

come to vifn their beloved friends at Savanna, and

the three maritime iflands to hunt upon, when they

mould come to bathe in the fait waters : that nei-

ther Mary nor her hufband had any right to thofe

lands, which were the common property of the

Creek nations : that the great King had ordered

the prefident to defend their right to them, and ex-

peeled that ail his fubjecte, both white and red,

would live together like brethren ; in fhort, that he

would fufFer no man or woman to moleft or injure

them, and had ordered thefe words to be left on re-

cord, that their children might know them when they

were dead and gone.

Such policy produced the defired effecl, and

many of the chieftains being convinced that Bo-

fomworth had deceived them, declared they would

trull him no more. Even Malatchee, the leader

or
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of the Lower Creeks, and a relation to their pre-

tended emprefs, Teemed fatisfied, and was not a

little pleafed to hear, that the great King had fent

* the in fome valuable prefents. Being alked why he

acknowledged Mary as the Emprefs of the, great

nation of Creeks, and refigned his power and pof-

feflions to a defpicable old woman, while ah Georgia

owned him as chief of the nation, and the preiident

and council were now to give him many rich clothes

and medals for his fervices ? He replied, that the

whole nation acknowledged her as their Queen,

and none could diftribute the royal prefents but

one of her family. The prefident by this anfwer

perceiving more clearly the defign of the family of

Eofomworth, to lefTen their influence, and mew the

Indians that he had power to divide the royal boun-

ty among the chiefs, determined to do it immedi-

ately, and difmifs them, on account of the growing

expences to the colony, and the hardfhips the inha-

bitants underwent, in keeping guard night and day

for the defence of the town.

In the mean time Malatchee, whom the Indians

compared to the wind, becaufe of his fickle and

variable temper, having, at his own requeft, ob-

tained accels to Bofomworth and his wife, was a-

gain feduced and drawn over to fupport their chi-

merical claim. While the Indians were gather-

ed together to receive their refpeclive fhares of the

royal bounty ; he flood up in the midft of them,

and with a frowning countenance, and in violent a-

gitation of fpirit, delivered a fpeech fraught with

the mod dangerous mfmuations. He protefted,

that
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that Mary pofieffed that country before General

Oglethorpe ; and that all the lands belonged to her

as Queen, and head of the Creeks ; that it was

by her pernuffion Englifhsften were at firil allow-

ed to fet their foot on them ; that they ftill held

them of her as the original proprietor ; that her

words were the voice of the whole nation, coniiiting

of above three thoufand warriors, and at her com-

mand every one of them would take up the hatchet

in defence of her right ; and then pulling out a pa-

per out of his pocket, he delivered it to the prefideat

in confirmation of what he had faid. This was evi-

dently the production of Bofomworth, and ferved to

difcover in the plainefl manner, his ambitious views

and wicked intrigues. The preamble was filled with

the names of Indians, called kings, of all the towns

of the Upper and Lower Creeks, none of whom,
however, were prefent, excepting two. The fub-

flance of it corresponded with Maltchee's fpcech

;

ftyling Mary the rightful princefs and chief of their

nation, defcended in a maternal line from the empe-

ror, and inverted with full power and authority from

them to fettle and finally determine all public affairs

and caufes, relating to lands and other things, with

King George and his beloved men on both fides of

the fea, and whatever mould be faid or done by her,

they would abide by, as if faid or done by them-
felves,

After reading this paper in council, the whole
board were ftruck with aitoniihment; and Malatchee,

perceiving their uneafmefs, begged to have it again,

declaring he did not know it to be a bad talk, and

2 promiMug

'59
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promifincr he would return it immediately to the per-

fon from whom he had received it. To remove all

impreffion made on the minds of the Indians by Ma-
latchee's fpeech, and convince them of the deceitful

and dangerous tendency of this confederacy into which

Bofomworth and his wife had betrayed them, had now
become a matter of the highefc confequence : happy

was it for the province this was a thing neither difficult

nor impracticable ; for as ignorant favages are eafily

\
milled on the one hand, fo, on the other, it was equally

eafy to convince them of their error. Accordingly, ha-

ving gathered the Indians together for this purpofe,

the prefident addrclTed them to the following effect.

" Friends and brothers, when Mr. Oglethorpe and

" his people firil arrived in Georgia, they found Mary,
<c then the wife of John Mufgrove, living in a fmall

u hut atYama'craw, having a licence from the Go-
" vernor of Soutn Carolina to trade with Indians.

" She then appeared to be in a poo ragged con-

" dition, and was neglected and defpifed by the

" Creeks. But Mr* Oglethorpe rinding that flie

" could fpeak both the Englifh and Creek languages,

" employed her as an interpreter, richly clothed

" her, and made her the woman of the confe-

" quence die now appears. The people of Georgia

" always refpected her until fhe married Thomas
" Bofomworth, but from that time ihe has proved a

c< liar and a deceiver. In fact, (he was no relation of

" Malatchee, but the daughter of an Indian woman
" of no note, by a white man. General Oglethorpe

" d<<3 not treat with her for the lands of Georgia,

" (he having none of her own, but with the old and
" wife leaders of the Creek nation, who voluntarily

" furren-
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' c furrendered their territories to the King. The Indi-

" ans at that time having much wade land, that was
6i ufelcfs to themfelves, parted with a lhare of it to

" their friends, and were glad that white people had

" fettled among them to fuppljf their wants. He told

u them that the prcfent bad humour of the Creeks
6 * had been artfully infilled into them by Mary, at the
sc inftigation of her hufhand, who owed four hun-
" dred pounds ftcrling in Carolina for carde ; that
< fc he demanded a third part of the royal bounty,

" in order to rub the naked Indians of their right

;

ct
that he had quarrelled with the prefidcnt and coun-

" cii of Georgia for refufing to anfwer his exorbitant
44 demands, and therefore had filled the heads of in-

" dians with wild fancies and groundiefs jealoufics, in

" order to breed nnlchief, and induce them to break

" their alliances with their bed friends, who alone

" were able to fupply their wants, and defend them
" againft all their enemies." Here the Indians de-

iired him to flop, and put an end to the conteft, de-

claring that their eyes were now opened, and they

law through his infidious dehgn. But though he

intended to break the chain of friend (hip, they were

determined to hold it fad, and therefore begged

that all might immediatly fmoke the pipe of peace.

Accordingly pipes and rum were brought, "a-p.d

the whole congrefs, joining band in hand, drank,

and fmoked together in friendship, every one wiih-

ing that their hearts might be united in like man-

ner as their hands. Then all the royal prefents,

except ammunition, with which it was judged im-

prudent to truft them until they were at feme di-

stance from town, were b ought and diilributed a-

V jl. II. X mong
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mong them. The mod difaffedted were purchafed

with the largeft prefents. Even Malatchee himfelf

feemed fully contented with his fhare. and the favages

in general perceiving the poverty and insignificancy

of the family of Bofomworth, and their total inabili-

ty to fupply their wants, determined to break off all

connection with them for ever.

While the prefident and council flattered them-

felves that all differences were amicably compro-

mifed, and were rejoicing in the re-eft ablifh-

ment of their former friendly intercourfe with the

Creeks, Mary, drunk with liquor, and difappoint-

ed in her views, came rufhing in among them like

a fury, and told the prefident that thefe were her

people, that he had no bufinefs with them, and he

fhould foon be convinced of it to his coft. The pre-

fident calmly advifed her to keep to her lodgings,

and forbear to poifon the minds of Indians, other-

wife he would order her again into clofe confinement.

Upon which turning about to Malatchee' in great rage-,

flie told him what the prefident had faid, who inftant-

ly flarted from his feat, laid hold of his arms, and

then calling upon the reft to follow his example, da-

red any man to touch his queen. The whole houfe

was filled in a moment with tumult and uproar.

Every Indian having his tomahawk in his hand, the

prefident and council expected nothing but in ft ant

death. During this confufion Captain Jones, who

commanded the guard, very feafonably interpofed,

and ordered the Indians immediately to deliver up

their anus. Such courage was not only neceiTary

to overawe them, but at the fame time great

prudence
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prudence was alfo requifite, to avoid coming to

extremities with them. With reluclance the In-

dians fubmitted, and Mary was conveyed to a pri-

vate room, where a guard was fet over her, and all

further intercourfe with lavages denied her during

their flay in Savanna. Then her hufband was fent

for, in order to reafon with him and convince him

of the folly of his chimerical pretenfions, and of the

dangerous confequences that might refill t from per-

illing in them. But no foonerdid he appear before

the prefident and council, than he began to abufe

them to their face. In fpite of every argument ufed

to pcrfuade him to fub million, he remained obftinate

and contumacious, and protefted he would fland

forth in vindication of his wife's right to the lad ex-

tremity, and that the province of Georgia mould foon

feel the weight of her vengeance. Finding that fair

means were fruitlefs and ineffectual, the council then

determined to remove him alio out of the way of the

favages, and to humble him by force. After ha-

ving fecured the two leaders, it only then remained

to perfuade the Indians peaceably to leave the town,

and return to their fettlements. Captain Ellick, a

young warrior, who had diftinguiihed himfelf in

difcovering to his tribe the bafe intrigues of Bofom-

worth, being afraid to accompany Malatche-e and his

followers, thought fit to fet out among the fir ft

:

the reft followed him in different parties, and the

inhabitants, wearied out with conflant watching,

and haraffed with frequent alarms, were at length

iiappily relieved.

X 2 By
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fettled.

Withdif- By this time Adam Bofomworth, another brother.

^j;J of the family, who, was agent for Indian affairs in

Carolina, had arrived from that province, and being

made acquainted with what had palled in Georgia,

was filled with fhame and indignation. He found his

ambitious brother, not contented with the common

allowance of land granted by the crown, afpiring after

fovereignty, and attempting to obtain by force one of

the largeft landed eftates in the world. His plot was

artfully contrived, and had it been executed with equal

courage, fatal mud the confequence have been. Had

he taken poffeffion of the provincial magazine on his

arrival at Savanna, and fupplied the Creeks with am-

munition, the militia mull: foon have been overpow-

ered, and every family mud of courfe have fallen a

facrince to the indifcriminate vengeance of favages,

Happily, by the interpofnion of his brother, all diffe-

rences were peaceably compromised. Thomas Bo-

fomworth at length having returned to fober reflec-

tion, began to repent of his folly, and to afk pardon

of the magiftrates and people. He wrote to the

prefident, acquainting him that he was now deeply

ienfible of his duty as a iubje&, and of the refpecr.

he owed to civil authority, and could no longer juf-

tify the conduct of his wife ; but hoped that her

prefent remorfe, and paft fervices to the province,

would entirely blot out the remembrance of her un-

guarded exprefiions and ram defign He appealed

to the letters of General Oglethorpe for her former

irreproachable conduct, and fteady friendship to the

fcttlemcnt, and hoped her good behaviour for the fu-

ture would atone for her pad offences, and rein (late

her
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her in the public favour. For his own part, he ac-

knowledged her title to be groundlefs, and for ever

relinquifhed all claim to the lands of the province.

The colonifts generouily forgave and forgot all that

had pail; and public tranquillity being re-evtablifhed,

new fettlers applied for lands as ufual, without meet-

ing any more obftacles from the idle claims of In-

dian queens and chieftains.

Tfffi Truftees of Georgia rinding that the province Thcchar.
languifhed under their care, and weary of the com- terfurren

plaints of the people, in the year 1752 furrendered

their charter to the King, and it was made a rcyal

government. In confequence of which his Majefty

appointed John Reynolds, an officer of the navy,

Governor of the province, and a legiflature fnnilar

to that of the other royal governments in America

was eilabliihed in it. Great had been the expence

which the mother country had already incurred, be-

fides private benefactions, for fupporting this colony;

and fmall had been the returns yet made by it. The

veftiges of cultivation were fcarcely perceptible in the

foreft, and in P.ngland all commerce with it was ne-

glected and defpifed. At this time the whole annual

exports of Georgia did not amount to ten thoufand

pounds fterling. Though the people were now favour-

ed with the fame liberties and privileges enjoyed by

their neighbours under the royal care, yet feveral

years more elapfed before the value of the lands in

Georgia was known, and that fpirit of induftry broke

out in it which afterwards diffufed its happy influence

©vcr the country.

In
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George IN the annals of Georgia the famous George

fold's"
"Whitfield may not be unworthy -of fome notice,

fettle- efpecially as the world through which he wandered
mcnt

- has heard fo much of his Orphan-houfe built in that

province. Actuated by religious motives, this wan-

derer feveral times palled the Atlantic to convert the

Americans, whom he addrefled in fuch a manner as if

they had been all equal ftrangers to the privileges and

benefits of religion with the original inhabitants of

the forefl. However, his zeal never led him beyond

the maritime parts of America, through which he

travelled, fpreading what he called the true evange-

lical faith among the mod populous towns and villa-

ges. One would have imagined that the heathens,

or at lead thofe who were moit deftitute of the means

of inftruction, would have been the primary and mod
proper objects of his zeal and cornpafiion ; but this

was far from being the cafe. However, wherever he

went in America, as in Britain, he had multitudes

of followers. When he firft vifited Charleflown,

Alexander Garden, a man of fome fenfe and erudi-

tion, who was the epifcopal clergyman of that place,

to put the people upon their guard, took occafion

to point out to them the pernicious tendency of

Whitfield's, wild doctrines and irregular manner of

life. He reprefented him as a religious impoflor

or quack, who had an excellent knack of fetting

off to advantage his poifonous tenets. On the o-

ther hand, Whitfield, who had been accuftomed to

bear reproach and face eppofition, recriminated

with double acrimony and greater fuccefs. While

Alexander Garden, to keep his flock from ftray-

ing after this flrange pallor, expatiated on the words

of
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of Scripture, " Thofc that have turned the world

" upfide down are come hither alfo." Whitfield,

with all the force of comic humour and wit for which

he was fo much diftinguifhed, by way of reply, en-

larged on thefe words, " Alexander the copperfmith

" hath done me much evil, the Lord reward him

" according to his works." In tliort, the pulpit was

perverted by both into the mean purpofes of 'fpite

and malevolence, and every one catching a mare

of the infection, fpoke of the clergymen as they were

differently affected.

In Georgia Whitfield having obtained a track of Whit-

land from the Truftees, erected a wooden houfe two Orphan-

(lories high, the dimenfions of which were feventy houfe.

feet by forty, upon a fandy beach nigh the fea-fnore.

This houfe, which he called the Orphan Houfe, he

began to build about the year 1740, and af^:rwards

finimed it at a great expence. It was intended to be

a lodging for poor children, where they were to be

clothed and fed by charitable contributions, and

and trained up in the knowledge and practice of

the Chriftian" religion. The defign, beyond " doubt,

was humane and laudable ; but, perhaps, had he

travelled over the whole earth, he could fcarcely

have found out a fpot of ground upon it more im-

proper for the purpofe. The whole province of

Georgia could not furniih him with a track of land

of the fame extent more barren and unprofitable.

To this houfe poor children were to be lent from at

lealt a healthy country, to be ted partly by

charity, and pa this land culti-

vated by negroes. Nor was the climate better fuited

to
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to the purpofe than the foil, for it is certain, before:

the unwholefome marfhes around the houfe were

fertilized, the influences of "both air and water mult

have conlpired to the children's deiir action.

However, Whitfield having formed his chimeri-

cal project, determined to accomplifh it, and, inftead

of being difcouraged by obftacles and difficulties,

gloried in defpifing them. lie wandered through the

Britifh empire, perfuaded the ignorant and credulous

part of the world of the excellence of his defign, and

obtained from them money, clothes, and books, to

forward his undertaking, and fuppiy his poor orphans

in Georgia. About thirty years after this wooden

houfe was finifhed it was burned to the ground ; du-

ring which time, if I am well informed, few or none

of the children educated in it have proved either ufe-

ful members of fociety, or exemplary in refpedl -to

religion. Some fay the fire was occafioned by a foul

chimney, and others by a flafli of lightning ; but

whatever was the caufe, it burnt with fuch violence

that little of either the furniture or library efcaped the

flames. When I faw the ruins of this fabric, I could

not help reflecting on that great abufe of the fruits

of charity too prevalent in the world. That money
which was funk here had been collected chiefly from

the pooreft clafs of mankind. Mod of thofe bibles

which were here burnt had been extorted from in-

digent and credulous perfons, who perhaps had not

money to purchafe more for themfelves. Happy was

it for the zealous founder of this inftitution, that he

did not live to fee the ruin of his works. After his

death he wa« brought from New- England, above eight

hundred
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hundred miles, and buried at this Orpban-houfe. In

his lad will he left Lady Huntingdon fole executrix,

who has now converted the lands and negroes be^

longing to the poor benefactors of Great Britain and

her dominions, to the fupport of clergymen of the

fame irregular (tamp with the deceafed, but void of

his mining talents, and it is become a feminary of

difTenficn and fedition.

As George Whitfield appeared in fuch different Sketch of

lights in the fucceffive ftages of life, it is no eafy
h,s cha °

matter to delineate his character without an uncom-

mon mixture and vail: variety of colours. He was in

the Britifh empire not unlike one of thofe ftrange and

erratic meteors which appear now and then in the fy-

Item of nature. In his youth, as he often confeffed

and lamented, he was gay, giddy and profligate ; fo

fondly attached to the (tage, that he joined a com-

pany of drolling actors and vagabonds, and fpent a

part of his life in that capacity. At this period it is

probable he learned that grimace, buffoonery and

gefliculation which he afterwards difplayed from the

pulpit. From an abandoned and licentious cou.rie

of life he was converted ; and, what is no uncom-

mon thing, from one extreme he run into the other,

and became a mod zealous and indefatigable teach-

er of religion. Having ftudied fome time at Ox-
ford, he received ordination in the church of Eng-

land ; yet he fubmitted to none of the regulations of

that or any other church, but became a p-eacher in

churches, meeting-houfes, hails, fields, in all places,

and to all denominations, without exception. Though
little diflinguifhed for genius or learning, yet he pof-

Vol. II. Y feffed
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feficd a lively imagination, much humour, and had

acquired considerable knowledge of human nature

and the manners of the world. His pretentions to

humanity and benevolence were great, yet he would

iwell with venom, like a fnake, againft oppofuion

and contradiction. His reading was inconfiderable,

and mankind being the object of his fludy, he could,

when he pleafed, raife the patiions, and touch the tone

of the human heart to great perfection. By this affect-

ing eloquence and addrefs he imprefTed on the minds

of many, efpecially of the more foft and delicate fex,

fuch a (trong fenfe of tin and guilt as often plunged

them into dejection and defpair. As his cuftora was

to frequent thofe larger cities and towns, that are

commonly bell fupplied with the means of inftruc-

tion, it would appear that the love of fame and po-

pular applaufe was his leading pailion
;

yet in can-

dour it muft be acknowledged, that he always difco-

vered a warm zeal for the honour of God and the

happinefs of men. While he was almoft worfhipped

by the vulgar, men of fuperior rank and erudition

found him the polite gentleman, and the facetious

and jocular companion. Though he loved good cheer,

and frequented the houfes of the rich or more hofpi-

table people of America, yet he was an enemy to all

manner of excefs and intemperance. While his va-

grant temper led him from place to place, his natu-

ral difcernment enabled him to form no bad judg-

ment of the characters and manners of men where-

ever he went. Though he appeared a friend to no

eflabliflied church, yet good policy winked at all his

irregularities, as he every where proved a Ready

friend to monarchy and the civil conflitution. He
knew
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knew well how to keep up the curiofity of the mul-

titude, and his roving manner (lamped a kind of

novelty on his inftructions. When expofed to the

taunts of the fcofFer, and the ridicule of the flagitious,

he remained firm to his purpcfe, and could even retort

thefe weapons with a (ton idling eafe and dexterity,

and render vice abafhed under the la(h of his fa-

tire and wit. Sometimes, indeed, he made iittle

fcruple of configning over to damnation fuch as dif-

fered from him or defpifed him
;
yet he was not en-

tirely devoid of liberality of fentiinent. To habitual

finners his addrefs was for the mod part applicable

and powerful, and with equal eafe could alarm the

fecure
a

and confirm the unffeady. Though, in

prayer, he commonly addreiied the fecond perfon

of the Trinity in a familiar and fulfome ffyle, and in

his fermons ufed many ridiculous forms of fpeech,

and told many of his own wonderful works, yet

thefe feemed only (hades to fet off to greater ad-

vantage the luftre of his good qualities. In fhort,

though it is acknowledged he had many oddities

and failings, and was too much the (lave of party

and vain-glory, yet in juftice it cannot be denied,

that religion in America owed not a little to the

zeal, diligence, and oratory, of this extraordinary

man.

Having faid fo much with refpecl to the character

which Mr. Whitfield bore in America, if we view the

effects of his example and manner of life in that

country, he will appear to us in a lefs favourable

light. His great ambition was to be the founder of

a new feet, regulated entirely by popular fancy and

caprice, depending on the gifts of nature, regard-

Y 2
'

lefs
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lefs of the improvements of education and all cccle-

fiadical laws and inditutions. Accordingly, after

him a fervile race of ignorant and defpicable imita-

tors fprung up, and wandered from place to place,

fpreading doctrines fubverfive of all public order and

peace. We acknowledge the propriety and juftice of

allowing every reafonabie indulgence to men in mat-

ters of religion. The laws of toleration being part

of our happy conditution, it lies with men to learn

their duty from them, and claim protection under

them. But after a church has been erected and eda-

blifhed by the mod fkilful architects, and for ages

received the approbation of the wifed and bed men,

it ferves only to create endlefs confuhon to be making

alterations and additions to gratify the fancy of every

Gothic pretender to that art. Though Whitfield was

in fact a friend to civil government, yet his followers

on that continent have been diftinguimed for the con-

trary character, and have for the mod part discovered

an averfion to our conftitution both of church and

date. Toleration to men who remain peaceable fub-

jecls to the date is reafonabie; but dhfention, when it

grows lawlefs and headdrong, is dangerous, and fum-

mons men in general to take Ihelter under the conftitu-

tion, that the falutary laws of our country may be exe-

cuted by its united drength No man ought to claim

any lordfhip over the confcicnce ; but when the con-

iciences of obdinate fe&aries become civil nuifances,

and dedru&ive of public tranquillity, they ought to

be rcdrained by legal authority. Fur certainly human

laws, if they have not the primary, have, or ought to

have, a fecondary power to reltrain the irregular and

wild excciles of men in religious as well as in civil

matters.

About
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About the vear 17^2 the flames of war broke A con-

cut amene fome Indian nations, which threatened S768^1

. . . ^ 1C

to involve the province of Carolina in the calamity.

The Creeks having quarrelled with their neighbours

for permitting fome Indians to pafs through their coun-

try to wage war againil them, by way of revenge

had killed fome Cherokees nigh the gates of Charles-

town. A Britifh trader to the Chickefaw nation had

likewife been fcalped by a party of warriors belong-

ing to the fame nation. Governor Glen, in order to

demand fatisfaclion for thefe outrages, lent a mefTerfc-

ger to the Creeks, requeuing a conference at Charles-

town with their leading men. The Creeks return-

ed for anfwer, that they were willing to meet him,

but as the path had not been open and fafe for fome

time, they could not enter the fettlement without a

guard to efcort them. Upon which the Governor

fent fifty horfemen, who met them at the confines of

their territories, and convoyed Malatchee, with above

an hundred of his warriors, to Charleftown.

As they arrived on Sunday the Governor did not

fummon his council until the day following, to hold

a congrefs with them, .At this meeting a number of

gentlemen were prefent, whom curionty had drawn

together to fee the warriors and hear their fpeeches.

When they entered the council-chamber the Gover-

nor arofe and took them by the hand, fignifying that

he was glad to fee them, and then addreffed them

to the following effect : " Being tied together by The go,

" the mod folemn treaties, I call you by the beloved
J
ernc

f$
" names of friends and brothers. In the name of £ ^^
" the great King G: rge 1 have fent for you, on
c;

bufinefs of the greateft coniequence to your na-

" lion.
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" tion. I would have received you yeflerday on

" your arrival, but it was a beloved day, dedicated

" to repofc and the concerns of a future life. I am
" forry to hear that you have taken up the hatchet,

" which I flattered myfelf had been for ever buried.

" It is my defire to have the chain brightened and

" renewed, not only between you and the Englifh,

" but alfo between you and other Indian nations.

tc You are all our friends, and 1 could wifh that all

" Indians in.friendfhip with us were alfo friends one

" with another. You have complained to me of the

" Cherokees permitting the northern Indians to come

" through their country to war againft you, and fup-

" plying them with provifions and ammunition for

" that purpofe. The Cherokees, on the other hand,

" alledge, that it is not in their power to prevent

" them, and declare, that while their people happen

" to be out hunting thofe northern Indians come in

" to their towns well armed, and in fuch numbers

" that they are not able to refill them.

" I propose that a treaty of friendfliip and peace

" be concluded fir ft with the Englifh, and then with

" the Cherokees, in fuch a manner as may render

" it durable. Some of your people have from

" fmaller crimes proceeded to greater. Firft, they

" waylaid the Cherokees, and killed one of them in

" in the mid ft of our fettlements ; then they came

" to Charleftown, where fome Cherokees at the

" fame time happened to be, and though I caution-

" ed them, and they promifed to do no mifchief, yet

" the next day they aflaulted and murdered feveral

" of them nigh the gates of this town. For thefe

< c outrages I have fent for you, to demand fatisfac-

" tion;
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** tion ; and alfo for the murder committed in one

•' of your towns, for which fatisfa&ion was made by
<c the death of another perfon, and not of the mur-

" derer. For the future, I acquaint you, that no-

" thing will be deemed as fatisfaction for the lives of

" our people, but the lives of thefe perfons themfelves

" who ihall be guilty of the murder. The Engliih

" never make treaties of friendfhip but with the

" greateft deliberation, and when made obferve them
" with the ftricleft punctuality. They are, at the

" fame time vigilant, and will not fuffer other na-

" tions to infringe the fmalieft article of fuch trea-

" ties. It wTould tend to the happinefs of your peo-

" pie, were you equally careful to watch againfl the

" beginnings of evil ; for fometimes a fmall fpark,

" if not attended to, may kindle a great fire ; and a

" flight fore, if fuffered to fpread, may endanger the

" whole body. Therefore, I have fent for you to

" prevent farther mifchief, and I hope you come dif-

" pofed to give fatisfaction for the outrages already

" committed, and to promife and agree to maintain

" peace and friendfhip with your neighbours for the

" future."

This fpeech delivered to the Indians was interpre-

ted by Lachlan M'Gilvray, an Indian trader, who
underflood their language. After which Matatchee,

the king of the Lower Creek nation, flood forth, and

with a folemnity and dignity of manner that aftonifh-

ed all prefent, in anfwer, addreffed the Governor to

the following effect :
" I never had the honour to Malat-

<c fee the great King George, nor to hear his talk—
^fwcr

" But you are in his place- 1 have heard yours,
u and 1 like it well—Your fentiments are agreeable

" to
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" to my own—The great King wifely judged, that

61 the bed way of maintaining friendihip between

" white and red people was by trade and commerce:
u —He knew we are poor, and want many things,

" and that ikins are all we have to give in exchange
<c for what we want— I have ordered my people to

" bring you fome as a prefent, and, in the name of

" our nation, I lay them at your Excellency's feet

—

" You have fent for us— we are come to hear what

" you have to fay—But 1 did not expect to hear our

" whole nation accufed for the faults of a few pri-

" vare men—Our head- men neither knew nor ap-

" proved of the mifchief done—We imagined our

" young men had gone a- hunting as ufual—When
C£ we heard what had happened at Charleftown, I

" knew you would fend and demand fatisfaclion—

'

" When your agent came and told me what fatistac-

" tion'you required, I owned the juilice of it—But

" it was not advifeable for me alone to grant it—It

" was prudent to eonfult with our beloved men, and

" have their advice in a matter of fuch importance

—

" We met—we found that the behaviour of fome of

" our people had been bad—We found that blood

w had been fpilt at your gates—We thought it juft

" that fatisfacVion fiiould be made—We turned our

" thoughts to find out the chief perfons concerned ;

" (for a man will fometimes employ another to com-
" mit a crime he does not chufe to be guilty of him-

" felf)—We found the Acorn Whiftler was the chief

" contriver and promoter of the mifchief—We ar

" greed that he was the man that ought to fuffer

—

" Some of his relations, who are here prefent, then

" faid he deferved death, and voted for it—Accord-

" ingly he was put to death—He was a very great

l " warrior,
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u warrior, and had many friends and relations in dif-

u ferent parts of the country—We thought it prudent
4fc to conceal for fome time the true reafon of his death,

" which was known only to the head men that con-
* c certed it—We did this for fear fome of his friends

" in the heat of fury would take revenge on fome of

" your traders—At a general meeting all matters

" were explained—The reafons of his death were
<c made known— His relations approved of all that

6< was done. Satisfaction being made, I fay no
" more about that matter— I hope our friendfhip

" with the Englifh will continue as heretofore.

" As to the injuries done to the Cherokees, which
" you fpoke of, we are forry for them—We acknow-
" ledge our young men do many things they oeght
" not to do, and very often act like madmen—But
"

it is well known I and the other head warriors did

"
all we could to oblige them to make reftitution

—

"
I rode from town to town with Mr. Bofom worth

" and his wife to affift them in this matter—Molt of
" the things taken have been reftored—When this

" was over, another accident happened which created

" frefh troubles—A Chickefaw who lived in our na-
" tion, in a drunken fit (hot a white man-—I knev
w you would demand fatisfacHon—I thought it heft

e; to give it before it was afked—1 he murder was
" committed at a great diflance from me—I mounted
" my horfe and rode through the towns with your
" agent— I took the head men of every town along
" with me—We went to the place and demanded
" fatisfaclion— It was given—The blood of the In-
" dian was fpilt for the blood of a white man—The
" uncle of the murderer purchafed his life, and vo-

Vol. II. Z cc luntarily
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" luntarily killed himfelf in his (lead—Now T have
" done— I am glad to fee you face to face to fettle

" thofe matters— It is good to renew treaties of

" friendfhip 1 fhall always be glad to call you
" friends and brothers."

This fpeech throws no fmall light on the judicial

proceedings of barbarous nations, and (hews that hu-

man nature in its rudeft (fate po defies a ftrong fenfe of

right and wrong. Although Indians have little proper-

ty, yet here we behold their chief magiflrate protect-

ing what they have, and, in cafes of robbery, acknow-

ledging the necefiity of making reftitution. They indeed

chiefly injure one another in their perfons orreputations,

and in all cafes of murder the guilty are brought to

trial and condemned to death by the general confent

of the nation. Even the friends and ielations of the

murderer here voted for his death. But, what is more

remarkable, they give us an inftance of an atone-

ment made, and juftice fatisfied, by the fubftitution

of an innocent man in place of the guilty. An uncle

voluntarily and generoufly offers to die in the place

of his nephew, the favages accept of the offer, and

in confequence of his death declare that fatisfaction

is made. Next to perfonal defence, the Indian

guards his character and reputation ; for as it is only

from the general opinion his nation entertains of Ins"

Tvifdom, juftice and valour, that he can expect to ar-

rive at rank and diflinction, he is exceedingly watch-

ful agairift doing any thing for which he may incur

public blame or difgrace. In this aufwer to Governor"

Glen, MaJatchee difcovers confulerable talents as

public fpcaker, and appears to be infenfible neither t<

his own dignity and freedom^ nor to the honour and

inde-
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independence of his nation. Genius and liberty are

the gifts of heaven ; the former is univerfal as that

fpace over which it has fcope to range, the latter in-

fpires confidence, and gives a natural confidence to

our words and actions.

During the months of June, July, and Auguft,

1752, the weather in Carolina was warmer than any

of the inhabitants then alive had ever felt it, and the

mercury in the (hade often arofe above the nintieth,

and at one time was obferved at the hundred and firil

degree of the thermometer ; and, at the fame time,

when expofed to the fun, and fufpended at the di-

ftance of five feet from the ground, it arofe above the

hundred and twentieth divifion. By this exceffive heat

the air becomes greatly rarified, and a violent hurri-

cane commonly comes and reilores the balance in

the atmofphere. In fuch a cafe the wind ufually

proceeds from the north- eaft, directly oppofite to

the point from which it had long blown before.

Thofe florms indeed feldom happen except in fea-

fons when there has been little thunder, when the

weather has been long exceeding dry and intolera-

bly hot, and though they occafion damages to fome

individuals, there is reafon to believe that they are

wifely ordered, and productive upon the whole of

good and falutary effects. Among the clofe and dark

recefTes of the woods the air ftagnates, and requires

fome violent (form to clear it of putrid effluvia, and

render it fit for refpiration. At the fame time the

earth emits vapours which in a few days caufes the

fined: polifhed metals to ruft. To penetrate through

the thick foreft, and reftore the air to a falubrious

(late, hurricanes may be ufeful and neceiTary. And
Z 2 Uc
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as fuch dorms have been obferved to be productive

of good effects, the want of them for many years

together may be deemed a great misfortune by the

inhabitants, efpecially fuch as are expofed to the

noon-day heat, to the heavy fogs that fall every

morning and evening, and all the feverities of the

climate.

It is not improbable that the maritime parts of Ca-

rolina have been forfaken by the fea. Though you dig

ever fo deep in thofe places you find no (lones or rocks,

but every where fand or beds of (hells. As a fmall

decreafe of water will leave fo flat a country entirely

bare, fo a fmall increafe will again cover it. The Coail

is not only very level, but the dangerous hurricanes

commonly proceed from the north-eaft ; and as the

ftream of the Gulf of Florida flows rapidly towards

the fame point, this large body of water, when ob-

ftructed by the tempeft, recurs upon the fhcre, and

overflows the country.

A bum- In the month of September, 1752, a dreadful

hurricane happened at Charleftown. In the night

before, it was obferved by the inhabitants that the

wind at north-eaft began to blow hard, and con-

tinued increafing in violence till next morning.

Then the iky appeared wild and cloudy, and it

began to drizzle and rain. About nine o'clock the

flood came rolling, in with great impetuofity, and iii

a little time rofe ten feet above high water mark at

the higheft tides. As ufual in fuch cafes, the town

was overflown, and the ftreets were covered with

boats, boards, and wrecks of houfes and {hips. Be-

fore eleven all the fhips in the harbour were driven

afliore,
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amore, and floops and fchooners were dafidng againft

the houfes of Bay-Street, in which great quantities

of goods were damaged and dedroyed. Except the

Kornet man of war, which by cutting away her

mads, rode out the dorm, no veffel efcaped being

damaged or wrecked. The tremor and conderna-o

tion which feized the inhabitants may be more eafily

conceived than exprefled. Finding themfeives in the

midft of a temped uous fea, and expecting the tide to

flow till one o'clock, its ufuai hour, at eleven they reti-

red to the upper dories of their houfes, and there re-

mained defpairing of life. At this critical time Pro-

vidence however mercifully interpofed, and furprifed

them with a hidden and unexpected deliverance.

Soon after eleven the wind (hifted, in confequer.ee

of which the waters fell five feet in the fpace

of ten minutes. By this happy change the Gulf

dream, ft e inmed by the violent blad, had freedom

to run in its ufual courfe, and the town was faved

from imminent danger and dedrucYion. Had the

water continued to rife, and the tide to flow until

its ufual hour, every inhabitant of Charledown muft

have perifhed. Almoft all the tiled and dated houfes

were uncovered, feveral perfons were hurt, and

fome were drowned. The fortifications and wharfs

were almod entirely demolifhed : the providons in

the field, in the maritime parts, were dedroyed, and

numbers of cattle and hogs perifhed in the waters.

The ped-houfe in Sullivan's ifland, built of wood,

with fifteen perfons in it, was carried feveral miles

up Cooper river, and nine out of the fifteen were

drowned. In fhort, fuch is the low fituation of

Charledown, that it is fubjeel to be dedroyed at

any time by fuch an inundation, and the frequent

warnings
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warnings the people have had may juftly fill them

with a deep fenfe of their dependent condition, and

with conftant gratitude to Providence for their pre-

fervation.

The ad- We have feen the hardfhips under which the Ca-

vantages rolineans laboured from the hot climate and low fitua-

fettkrHn
il0X] ° lC ^le Prov,nce 5

li mav not De improper to take a

the pro- viewof thofe advantages afforded them which ferved to

animaie them amiuft fuch difficulties to induftry and

perfeverance. In that growing colony, where there

are vaft quantities of land unoccupied, the poorefl:

clafs of people have many opportunities and advanta-

ges, from which they are entirely excluded in coun-

tries fully peopled and highly improved. During

the firft years of occupancy they are indeed expofed

to many dangers in providing for themielves and fa-

milies an habitation for a fhelter againft the rigours

of the climate, and in clearing fields for raifing the

neceffaries of life. But when they have the good

fortune to furmount the hardfhips of the firft years

of cultivation, the inconveniencies gradually decreafe

in proportion to their improvements. The merchants

being favoured with credit from Britain, are ena-

bled to extend it to the fwarm of labourers in the

country. The planters having eftablifhed their cha-

racters for honefty and induftry, obtain hands to

afiilt them in the harder tafks of clearing and culti-

vation. Their wealth confilts in the increafe of their

flaves, ftock and improvements. Having abundance

of wafte land, they can extend their culture in propor-

tion to their capital. They live almoft entirely on the

produce of their eftates, and confequently fpend but

a fmall part of their annual income. The furplus is

yearly
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yearly added to the capital, and they enlarge their

profpecls in proportion tn their wealth and drength.

At market if there be a great demand for the com-

modities they raife, this is an additional advantage,

and renders their progrefs rapid beyond their mod
fanguine expectations ; they labour, and they receive

more and more encouragement to perfevere, until

they advance to an eafy and comfortable (late. It has

been obferved, on the other hand, that few or none

of thofe emigrants that brought much property along

with them have ever fucceeded in that country.

Or, if the poor emigrant be an artificer, and

chufes to follow his trade, the high price of labour

is no lefs encouraging. By the indulgence of the mer-

chants, or by the fecurity of a friend, he obtains

credit for a few negroes. He learns them his trade,

and a few good tradefmen, well employed, are equal

to a fmall eftate. Having got fome hands, inftead

of a labourer he becomes an undertaker, and en-

ters into contract with his employer, to erect his

houfe ; to build his (hip ; to furnifh his plantations

with (hoes, or the capital with bricks. In a little

time he acquires fome money, and, like feveraJ o-

thers in the city whofe yearly gain exceeds what is

requisite for the fupport of themfelves and families,

lays it out on interelt. Ten and eight per cent, being The ad-

given for money, proved a great temptation, and in- vantages

ii 1 r c 1 1 1 r °f nionev
duced many, who were averie from the trouble or

ieucjer&

fettling plantations, or were unable to bellow that

attention to them which they demanded, to take rhis

method of increafmg their fortune. If the money-

lender followed his employment in the capital, or re-

ferved in his hands a fufficiency for family ufe, and

allowed
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allowed the intereft to be added yearly to the capital

flock, his fortune increafed fad, and ibon became

considerable, Seyeral perfons preferred this method

of accumulating riches to that of cultivation, efpeci-

ally thofe whom age or infirmity had rendered unfit

for action and fatigue.

Notwithstanding the extenfive credit common-

ly allowed the planting intereft by the merchants, the

number of borrowers always exceeded that of the

lenders of money. Having vaft extent of territory,

the planters were eager to obtain numbers of labour-

ers, which raifed the demand for money, and kept up

the high rate of intereft. The intereft of money in

every country is for the meft part according to the

demand, and the demand according to the profits

made by the ufe of it. The profits mud: always be

great where men can afford to take money at the

rate of eight and ten per cent, and allow it to re-

main in their hands upon compound intereft. In

Carolina labourers on good lands cleared their firft

coft and charges in a few years, and therefore great

was the demand for money in order to procure

them.

And of Let us next take a view of thofe advantages in

the bor- favour f the borrower of money. His landed eftate

he obtained from the Crown. The quit-rents and

taxes were trifling and inconfiderable. Being both

landlord and farmer he had perfect liberty to manage

and improve his plantation as he plealcd, and was

accountable to none but himfelf for any of the frjuits

of his induftry. His eftate furnilhed him with game

and fifh, which he had freedom to kill and ufe at

2 pleafure.

rowers.
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pleafure. In the woods his cattle, hogs and horfes

grazed at their eafe, attended perhaps only by a ne-

gro boy. If his fheep did not thrive well, he had

calves, hogs and poultry in abundance for the ufe of

his family. All his able labourers he could turn to the

field, and exert his ftrength in raifing his ilaple com-

modity. The low country being every where inter-

fperfed with navigable rivers and creeks, the expence

of conveying his rice to the market, which otherwife

would have been intolerable, was thereby rendered

eafy. Having provifions from his eftate to fupport his

family and labourers, he applies his whole itaple com-

modities for the purpofes of anfwering the demands

of the merchant and money-lender. He expects that

his annual produce will not only anfwer thofe demands

againft him, but alfo bring an addition to his capital*

and enable him to extend his hand i till farther in the

Way of improvement. Hence it happened, that in

proportion as the merchants extended credit to

the planters, and. fupplied them with labourers for

their lands, the profits returned to the capital yearly

according to the increafed number of hands employ-

ed in cultivation.

It is no eafy thing to enumerate all the advantages

of water carriage to a fruitful and commercial pro-

vince. The lands are rendered more valuable by

being fituated on navigable creeks and rivers. The

planters who live fifty miles from the capital,

are at little more expence in fending their pro-

vifions and produce to its market, than thofe who

live within five miles of it. The town is fupplied

with plenty of provifions, and its neighbourhood

prevented from enjoying a monopoly of its market.

Vol. II. A a By
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By this general and unlimited competition the price

of provifions is kept low, and while the money ari-

fing from them circulates equally and univerfally

through the country, it contributes, in return, to its

improvement. The planters have not only water car-

riage to the market for their ftaple commodities, but

cm their arrival the merchant again commits them to

the general tide of commerce, and receives in re-

turn what the world affords profitable to himfelf,

and ufefui to the country in which he lives. Hence

it happened, that no town was better fupplied than

Charleftown with all the neceifaries, conveniencies,

and luxuries of life;

Creatbe- Besides thefe advantages arifing from good lands

nefits en- g*iven them by the Crown, the Carolineans received

the colo- protection to trade, a ready market, drawbacks and

aifti. bounties, by their political and commercial connection

with the mother country. The duties laid on many

articles of foreign manufacture on their importation

into Britain were drawn back, fometimes the whole,

almofl always a great part, on their exportation to the

colonies. Thefe drawbacks were always in favour of

the confumers, and fupplied the provincial markets

with foreign goods at a rate equally cheap as if they

had been immediately imported from the place where

they were manufactured. Hence the colonifts were

exempted from thofe heavy duties which their fellow-

fubjects in Britain were obliged to pay, on mod ar-

ticles of foreign manufacture which they confumed.

Befides, upon the arrival of fuch goods in the coun-

try, the planters commonly had twelve months credit

from the provincial merchant, who was fatisfied with

payment once in the year from all his cuftomers. So

that
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that to the confumers in Carolina, Eaft-India goods,

German manufactures, Spanifh, Portugal, Madeira

and Fyal wines came cheaper than to thofe in Great

Britain. We have known coals, fait, and other ar-

ticles brought by way of ballad, fold cheaper in

Charleftown than in London.

But the colonics had not only thofe drawbacks

on foreign goods imported, but they were alfo allow-

ed bounties on feveral articles of produce exported.

For the encouragement of her colonies Great Britain

laid high duties on feveral articles imported from

foreign countries, and gave the colonifts premiums

and bounties on the fame commodities. The plant-

ing tobacco was prohibited in England, in order to

encourage it in America. The bounties on naval

(lores, indigo, hemp, and raw filk, while they pro-

ved an encouragement to induftry, all terminated in

favour of the plantations. Nor ought the Caroline-

ans to forget the perfect freedom they enjoyed with

refpect to their trade with the Weft Indies, where

they found a convenient and moft excellent market

for their Indian corn, rice, lumber, and fait provi-

fions, and in return had rum, unciayed fugar, coffee

and molafles much cheaper than their fellow-fubjefts

in Britain. I mention theie things becaufe many of

the colonifts are ignorant of the privileges and advan-

tages they enjoy -> for, upon a general view of their

circumftances, and a companion of their cafe with

that of their fellow-fubjec~ts in Britain and Ireland,

they muft find they had much ground for content-

ment, and none for complaint.

Aaz ANOTnsa.
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Another circumftance we may mention to which

few have paid fufficient attention. It is true, Great

Britain had laid the colonics under fome reftraints

with refpecl to their domeilic manufactures and their

trade to foreign ports, but however much fuch a fy-

ftem of policy might affec"t t,he more northern colo-

nies, it was at this time rather ferviceable than preju-

dicial to Carolina. It ferved to direct the views of the

people to the culture of lands, which was both more

profitable to themfelves and beneficial to the mother

country. Though they had plenty of beaver fkins,

and a few hats were manufactured from them, yet the

price of labour was fo high, that the merchant could

fend the fkins to England, import hats made of them,

and underfell the manufacturers of Carolina. The

province alio furnimed fome wool and cotton, but

before they could be made into cloth, they coif the

confumer more money than the merchant demanded

for the fame goods imported. The province afforded

leather, but before it could be prepared and made in?

to fhoes, the price w-as equally high, and often higher,

than that of fhoes imported from Britain. In like

manner, with refpect to many other articles, it would

be for the advantage of the province as well as mo-

ther country to export the raw materials and import

the goods manufactured. For while the inhabitants

of Carolina can employ their hands to more advan-

tage in cultivating wafle land, it will be their interefl

never to wear a woollen or linen rag of their own
manufacture, to drive a nail of their own forging,

nor life any fort of plate, iron, brafs or ftationary

wares of their own making. Until the province mail

gro/v more populous, cultivation is the mo ft profit-

able employment, and the labourer injures himfelf

and
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and family by preferring the lefs to the more profit-

able branch of induftry.

Few alfo are the reftri&ions upon trade, which, in

effect, could be deemed hurtful ; for, excepting the

veffels which traded to the fouthward of Cape Fini-

fterre, and were obliged to return to England to can-

cel their bond before they failed for Carolina, every

other reflraint may be faid to be ultimately in favour

of the province. It was the intereff. of fuch a fiourifh-

ing colony to be always in debt to Great Britain, for

the more labourers that were fent to it, the more ra-

pidly it advanced in riches. Suppofe the planters this

year Hand much indebted to the merchants, and, by

reafon of an unfavourable feafon, are rendered unable

to anfwer the demands again!!: them ; the merchants,

inftead of ruining them, indulged them for another

year, and perhaps^intruffed them with double the fum

for which they flood indebted. This has frequently

been found the moft certain method of obtaining pay-

ment. In like manner the merchants mull have in-

dulgence from England, the primary fource of credit*

If the province could not obtain fuch indulgence from

any part of the world as from the mother country, it

mud be for its intereff to fupport its credit with thole

generous friends who were both able and difpofed to

give it To lodge the yearly produce of the province

in the hands of thofe Engliffi creditors as foon as pof-

fible, is the iureft means of fupporting this credit. Be-

fides, the London merchants being the bed judges of

the markets of Europe, can of courfe fell the ftaple

commodities to the belt advantage. The centrical fi-

tuation of that city was favourable for intelligence ;

her merchants are famous over the world for their

extenfive
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cxtcnfive knowledge in trade ; they well knew tha

ports where there was the greateft demand for the

commodity ; all which were manifeftly in favour of

the province in which it was raifed. Were the plant-

ers to have the choice of their market, it is very doubt-

ful whether fuch liberty would be for their intereft.

Were they to export their produce on their own
bottom, they would certainly be great lofers. Some
who have made the attempt have honeftly confefled

the truth. While it divided their attention, it enga-

ged them in affairs to which they were in general

very great itrangers. Even the provincial merchants

themfelves are not always perfect judges of the mar-

kets in Europe, nor could they have obtained fuch

unlimited credit in any other channel than that cir-

cumfcribed by the laws of their country. Here is a

co-operation of a number of perfons united for pro-

moting the intereft and advantage of one another,

and placed in circumftances and fituations well adap-

ted for that purpofe. So that, in fact, it is not for

the intereft of Carolina, in its prefent advancing ftate,

to be free from debt, far lefs of its planters to engage

in trade, or its inhabitants in manufactures.

To form a right judgment of the progrefs of the

province, and the mutual advantages refulting from,

of the

*

lt:s political and commercial connection with Britain,,

province. we need only attend to its annual imports and ex-

ports. We cannot exactly fay what its imports a-

mounted to at this time ; but if they amounted to

above one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling

in the year 1740, as we have already feen, they muft

have arifen at leaft to two hundred thoufand pounds

flerling in 1754. The quantities of rice exported

this
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this year were 104,682 barrels; of indigo, 216*5924

pounds weight, which, together with naval (lores,

provifions, (kins, lumber, &c. amounted in value to

two hundred and forty-two thoufand, five hundred

and twenty-nine pounds fterling. This (hews the great

value and importance of the province to Britain
1

. And
while (he depends on the mother country for all the

manufactures fhe ufes, and applies her attention to

fuch branches of bufinefs as are mod profitable to

herfelf and mofl beneficial to Britain, Carolina

mull in the nature of things profper. Without this

dependence, and mutual exchange of good offices,-

the colony might have fubfifted, but could never have

thrived and flouriflied in fo rapid a manner.

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

ALTHOUGH the peace of Aix-la-Chanelle ex-

tended to the fubjecls of both Britain and

France refiding in America, yet the boundaries of

the refpeclive territories claimed by thole rival dates

were by no means fixed in io clear and precife a

manner as to preclude all grounds of future difpute. A difpute

The limits of Nova Scotia in particular, and thole of ^°? 1 th
?

the extenhve back fettlements of Virginia and Penn- Britifhand

fylvania, were neither clearly underltood nor accu- Fr£nch

rately marked. In confequence of which, as the r jes .

colonifls extended their culture backwards encroach-

ments were made, or fuppofed to be made, which

created jealoufies and differences between the Britifh.

and French fubjecls on that continent. Some mer-

chants trading to Virginia and Pennfylvania having

formed a project for a fettlement on the Ohio, ob-

tained a grant of fix hundred thoufand acres of land

from the King, together with an exclufive privilege

of trafficking with Indian nations nigh that river.

To thefe territories the French claimed a right; and,

to keep poileilion, as well as to engrofs the Indian

trade, built a fort on the banks of the Ohio river,

which they called Fort Duquefne. This fituation was

very convenient for preferving the friendship of Indian

rations, an object of the utmoft importance to the

French, as the fubjecls of Britain in America were at

that time vaftly more numerous and powerful than

thofe of France.

Vojl. II.. B b Tobacco
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Tobacco being a plant which quickly exhaufts the

richeft lands, the planters of Virginia were accuftomed

gradually to flretch backward, and occupy fuch frefh

fpots of ground as promifed them the greatcfl returns.

Some had even crofTed the Allegany mountains, where

they found rich vallies lying wade, upon which they

fettled plantations : and though the land-carriage of

fuch a-beavy and bulky commodity was expenfive, yet

they found that the fuperiorityoi their crops made them

fome compenfation. To this territory beyond the moun-

tains, as well as the other marked and meafured out

for the Ohio Company, the French laid claim, and

fent a confiderable garrifon from Montreal to Fort Du-
quefne, to defend their pretended right. The com-

mander in chief of Canada wrote a letter to the Go-

vernor of Virginia, complaining of encroachments

made on his mod Chriftian Majefty's territories, and

demanding that fuch Britifh planters and traders as

had fettled on thofe lands mould withdraw, otherwife

he would be obliged to feize both their properties and

perfons. No regard being paid to his complaints, the

commandant of Fort Duquefne feized by force three

Britifh traders, and goods to a large amount, and car-

ried them to Montreal. Upon which the Governor

of Virginia determined to refent the injury, and im-

mediately began to concert meafurcs for the protection

of the frontiers. He raifed a body of militia, and

lent them over the mountains to watch the motions

of their troublefome neighbours, and obtained re-

inforcements from North and South Carolina to al-

ii ft them againft the French garrifon. This detach-

ment, under the command of Major Waikington,

encamped near Fort Duquefne, between whom and

the French garrifon boftilitics commenced in Ame-
rica -,
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rica ; and the flame of war afterwards fpreadmg, in-

volved Europe in the quarrel.

From this period the great object which the French

kept in view was to ftrengthen their frontiers, and

make all poffible preparations for defending themfelves

againft the florin which they forefaw gathering in A-

merica. Though they feemed averfe from an open de- A chain

claration of war, yet they continued pouring troops °^.
f

f°rts

into the continent, and raifmg a line of forts to fecure by the

a communication between their colony at the mouth French,

of the Mifhffippi and their great fettlement in Cana-

da. They amufed the Britifn adminittration with

fruitlefs negotiations about the limits of Nova Scotia,

while they were bufily employed in the execution of

this great plan. Their defign, however, was no fe-

cret to the more difcerning part of the Americans,

who plainly perceived from fuch preparations that

hoftilities were approaching. In Acadia they erect-

ed a fort at Chine&o, to confine the Britifh fub-

jeclls of Nova Scotia within the peninfula. At Crown

Point another was raifed, on lands claimed by the

King of Great Britain, well fituated for harafling the

back fettiements of New York and Connecticut.

Another was built at Niagara, on land belonging to

the Six Nations in alliance with Britain. While the

Canadians were falling down the Ohio river, and

raihng firong-holds, the forces at Penfacola and New
Orleans were alfo forcing their way up the MifiiiTippi,

and eftabiilhing garrifons on the moil advantage-

ous pods, on purpofe to meet their friends from Ca-

nada, and confine the Britifn fettiements to the fpace

between the mountains and the Atlantic fea. The

more eafily to accomplim this great deilgn, it was

B b 2 necefiary
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neceflary to fecure by all poifTible means the intereit of

the lavage nations. For this purpofe millionaires were

fent anions: the different tribes, who conformed to

the drefs, manners and cuftoms of the lavages, and

represented the Britifli heretics in the molt odious

light, making the Indians believe that thrir fafety ,md

happinefs depended on the total extirpation of fucijj

men from America. Though fome tribes rejected

their friendfhip, yet it is certain that many were won

over by their infinuating arts and intrigues, and enter-

ed into alliances with them. When a general congrefs

was held at Albany fewer Indians than ufual at inch

meetings attended, whksh afforded grounds of fufpi-

cion, and obliged the governors of the Britiih colo-

nies to doubie their diligence for watching the mo-

tions of their enterprifmg neighbours.

the dif- At the fame time the fituation of feme of the

feat f
Britiih colonies proved favourable to the hoftile pre-

the Bri- paraticns and attempts of their enemies. Their clafh-

tiih colo-
jnp.

jntere ft s jia(j Drecj jealoufies and animofities among
mes. ° J °

them, infomuch that it was no ealy matter to bring

them firmly to unite, in order to oppoie a common
enemy with vigour and fpirit. They believed them-

fclves unable to withfland the militia or Canada Sup-

ported by fome regiments of regular troops from

France, and therefore in the mod humble manner

implored the protection of Britain. They were filled

with terrible apprehenfions of the French power, de-

claring that their vanity and ambition had nothing

lei's in view at this period than to divide the welter

n

world with Spain, and make all its riches center in

the houfe of Bourbon. But whether they had fuch

fe view or not, one thing is plain, that the reduction

of
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of the Britifh empire in America would facilitate the

accomplishment of fuch a deiign, as the Portuguefe

dominions muit afterwards fall an eafy prey to thofe

two powerful potentates.

Thouoh Great Britain was fenfible of the danger

which threatened her colonies, yet as the number of

Britifli fettlers on the continent exceeded that of the

French, being not lefs than twenty to one, (he expected

that they would unite among themfelves, and raife a

fund forthe common defence. Hitherto fhe had nurfed

and protected them, and many of the colonies had ar-

rived at a considerable degree of opulence and Itrength.

They had the eafieft taxes of any civilized people upon

earth. They had enjoyed many civil privileges, and

commercial advantages, from their connection with

the mother country. As their refources were confi-

derable, it was hoped their zeal would not be wanting

for their own defence. To give a check to any en-

croachments of the French in that quarter, Great

Britain was more remotely, America herfelf more

immediately, concerned. Inftiuctions were there-

fore fent to the governors of the different provinces,

to recommend unanimity to the people, and the

neceflity of an afibciation for their mutual defence.

But when the raifing of men and money was pro-

pofed to the aflemblies they fell into difputes a-

mong themfelves, which became more violent in pro-

portion as the enemy approached their habitations,

some pleaded extraordinary privileges from their

charters ; others darted frivolous and abfurd objec-

tions, infilling on punctilios as pretences for delay.

In fhort, fo different were their conftitutions and

forms of government, fo divided were they in their

views
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views and interefts, that it was found impoffible to

unite them together, in order to give their force its

due weight. The frontiers were naked and exten-

five, the inhabitants upon them were thin and

fcattered, and utterly unequal to the fervice requifite

without the afliitance of their neighbours. The flames

of war had broke out on fome of them, and the

neighbouring provinces could no otherwife be fafe

than by ftretching forth their hands in helping to ex-

tinguifh them. Thus, while the French were acting in

concert under one commander and chief, the Britifli

colonics were fpending that time in barren delibera-

tions and private difputes which they ought to have

employed in fortifying their borders and checking

the progrefs of their enemy. What was in fact the

bufmefs of every man feemed to engage the attention

of none, and all kept their eyes fixed on the mother

country for protection, regarding themieives as difin-

terefted in the general iafety of the empire, and very

unequal to their own defence.

While thus one province refufed help to another,

Great Britain, notwithstanding the extenfive domir

nions fhe had to guard in different quarters of the

globe, generoufiy undertook the protection of America.

As the greateft dangers feemed to hang over the pro-

vince of Virginia, General Brad dock was fent out

with a confiderable body of men to a (lift the Virgi-

nians in driving the French from their frontiers. This

haughty and raih leader, being ppffeffed of confider-

able ikill in the European arts of war, entertained a

fovereign contempt for an American enemy, and

advanced againft Fort Duquefne without even the

fm ailed doubt of iuccefs. However, the French bad

intelli-
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intelligence of his approach, and were prepared to re-

ceive him. Having collected a large body of Indians,

they had taken pofleffion of an advantageous ground,

and placed the regulars on a rifmg hill in front, and

the lavages in the dark woods on each fide. General

Braddock, inflead of keeping fmall parties before the

main body, to fcour the woods as he advanced, and

explore every dangerous pafs, marched his men, ac-

cording to the cuftom in Europe, in a clofe compacted

body, and unfortunately fell into the fnare which his

enemies had laid for him. The French regulars in the

front began the attack from behind a bread-work, while

the Indians kept up an irregular and fcattered fire from

the dark thickets on each fide, which furprized and con-

founded the Britifh foldiers, who were utter (hangers

to fuch methods of attack. Almofl every mot took General

effect, and the brave men obferving their neighbours
^Jck'"

falling by their fide, were put into confufion and fled, defeat in

refuting to return to the charge againft invitible aflail-
VirSima>

ants, notwithftanding every effort ufed by the officers

for that purpofe. Braddock with many brave officers

and men fell in this field, and the remainder retreat-

ed with precipitation to Philadelphia, leaving thefe

frontiers in a worfe condition than they were in be-

fore.

Colonel Johnfton, who marched with about three

thoufand men againft Crown Point, was indeed more

fuccefsful than this rafli commander in Virginia. Be-

ing better acquainted with the woods, and the vari-

ous methods of attack, he could both avail himfelf

of the advantages, and guard againft the dangers aria

ting from the nature of the country. With cautious

iteps lie advanced againft the enemy, until he reach-

ed
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ed Lake George, where a party of his advanced

guard being attacked retreated to the main body.

The French purfued them, and a bloody battle

erifued between the two armies, equally {killed in

bum-fighting, which terminated much to the ho-

Colonel nour of the Britifh officer. The enemy was repulfed

fton""
Wlt^ con fiderable lofs, leaving Baron de Diefcau

fuccefsat wounded in the field, who, with many others, fell

J^

ake into Johnfton's hands, and were made prifoners of

war. This fmall advantage gained over the French

ferved in fome meafure to revive the drooping fpirits

of the colonifts ; yet Mill they entertained the molt

difcouraging apprehenfions of the French power in

the woods, and feemed ardently to long for the relief

and afliftance of the mother country.

While thefe hoftilities were openly carrying on ia

the northern parts of America, it was judged prudent

to confult the fafety of the provinces to the fouth,

and put them in the bed pofture of defence. To
prevent the fatal influence of French emiflaries among

the Indian tribes, it was thought neceflary to build

fome fmall forts in the heart of their country. The

Indians on the Ohio river, from, the fucccfs which

attended their arms at Fort Duquefne, entertained the

higheff. ideas of French courage and conduct, and

were trying to feduce the Cherokecs, who were at

this time the firmed allies of Britain. A meffage

was fent to Governor Glen from the chief warrior of

the over-hill fettlements, acquainting him that fome

Frenchmen and their allies were among their people,

endeavouring to poifon their minds, and that it would

be neceflary to hold a general congrefs with the na-

tion, and renew their former treaties of friendfbip.

% He
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He allured the Governor, that though he had been

wounded in his younger years, and was now old, yet

he would meet him half way for this purpofe, if he

fhould even be carried on the backs of his people.

Accordingly, Governor Glen appointed a place for

holding a congrefs, and agreed to meet the warrior 5

for as the clouds were gathering every where on the

American horizon, the friendfhip of the Cherokees

at fuch a time was an object of too much importance

to Carolina to be overlooked or neglected.

It may be remarked, that the Cherokees differ

in fome refpe&s from other Indian nations that have

wandered often from place to place, and fixed their

habitations on feparate districts. From time immemo-

rial they have had pofTefhon of the fame territory which

at prefent they occupy. They affirm, that their fore-

fathers fprung from that ground, or defcended from

the clouds upon thofe hills. Thefe lands of their

anceflors they value above all things in the world.

They venerate the places where their bones lie inter-

red, and efteem it difgraceful in the higheft degree to

relinquish thefe facred repofitories. The man that

would refufe to take the field in defence of thefe he-

reditary porTeffions, is regarded by them as a cow-

ard, and treated as an outcaft from their nation.

To the over-hill villages the French had an eafy ac-

cefs by means of rivers that emptied themfelves in-

to the Ohio and Miftiffippi. Their middle fettle-

ments and towns in the valley lay more convenient

for trading with the Carolineans. Hitherto they

defpifed the French, whom they called light as

a feather, fickle as the wind, and deceitful as fer-

pents ; and, being naturally of a very grave cafl, they

Vol, II. C c confider-



202 THE HISTORY OF

confidered the levity ct thai people as an unpardonable

infult. They looked upon themfelves as a grear and

powerful nation, and though their number was much
diminifhed, yet they could bring from their diffe-

rent towns about three thoufand men to the field.

At this time they had neither arms nor ammunition

to defend themfelves againft their enemy, and the

Governor of Carolina wanted liberty to build two

forts on their lands, in order to fecure their friend-

fhip and trade. As the French were tampering with

them, and had fhewn a keennefs more than common
to gain fome footing with them, it behoved the pro-

vince to exert itfelf, in order to prevent if poffible

any alliance with its enemies.

Governor Accordingly, in 1 755, Governor Glen met the

Clen Cherokee warriors in their own country, with a view

con refs
to Purcna ê fome lands from them ; and, after the

with the ufual ceremonies previous to fuch folemn treaties

Chero- wei.

e overj the Governor fat down under a fpreading

tree, and Chulochcullah being chofen fpeaker for the

Cherokee nation, came and took his feat befide him.

The other warriors, about five hundred in number,

flood around them in folemn filence and deep atten-

tion* Then the Governor arofe, and made a fpeech

in name of his king, reprefenting his great power,

wealth and goodnefs, and his particular regard for his

children the Cherokees. He reminded them of the

happinefs they had long enjoyed by living under his

protection ; and added, that he had many prefents

to make them, and expecled they would furrendef

a fhare of their territories in return for them. He
acquainted them of the great poverty and wicked

defigns of the French, and hoped they would permit

none
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none of them to enter their towns. He demanded

Jands to build two forts in their country, to protect

them againft their enemies, and to be a retreat to

their friends and allies, who furnHhed them with

arms, ammunition, hatchets, clothes, and every thing

that they wanted.

When the Governor had finifhed his fpeech,

Chulochcullah arofe, and holding his bow in one

hand, his fhaft of arrows and other fymbols ufed by

them on fech occafions in the other, in anfwer fpoke

to the following effect. " What I now fpeak our

" father the great king fhould hear—We are bro-

" thers to the people of Carolina—one houfe covers

" us all." Then taking a boy by the hand he pre-

fented him to the Governor, faying, " We, our
* c wives and our children, are all children of the
M great King George—I have brought this child,

** that when he grows up he may remember our
" agreement on this day, and tell it to the next ge-

" neration, that it may be known for ever." Then

opening his bag of earth, and laying the fame at the

Governor's feet, he faid, " We freely furrender

" a part of otr lands to the great King—The
" French want our poiTefTions, but we will defend
u them while one of our nation fhall remain alive."

Then mewing his bows and arrows, he added,

" Thefe are all the arms we can make for our de-
u fence—We hope the King will pity his children

" the Cherokees, and fend us guns and ammuni-
" tion—We fear not the French—Give us arms and
" we will go to war againfl: the enemies of the great

" King." Then delivering the Governor a firing of.

C c 2 wampum



%*4 THE HISTORY OF

wampum in confirmation of what he had faid, he

added, " My fpeech is at an end—It is the voice

" of the Cherokee nation—I hope the Governor
" will fend it to the King, that it may be kept for

« ever.
35

At this congrefs a territory of prodigious extent

And pur- was ceded and furrendered to the King. Deeds of con-

chafes a veyance were drawn up, and formally executed by their

trail of kea£* men *n name of the whole people. It contained

land from not only much rich land, but there the air was more
* ferene, and the climate more healthy, than in the ma-

ritime parts. It exhibited many pleafant and roman-

tic fcenes, formed by an intermixture of beautiful

hills, fruitful vallies, rugged rocks, clear dreams,

and gentle water-falls. The hills were of a ftiff and

tenacious clay, but the vallies of a deep, fat mould,

and were covered with perpetual verdure. The ac-

quifnion at that time was fo far of importance to

Carolina, as it removed the favages at a greater di-

fiance from the fettlements, and allowed the inhabi-

tants liberty to extend backwards, in proportion as

their number increafed.

Forts Soon after the ceilion of thefe lands, Governor
built in Qjen ku -j

t a £ort about t}lree hundred miles from
derence

of Caro- Charleftown, afterwards called Fort Prince George,
ima. which was fituated on the banks of the river Savan-

na, and within gun-fhot of an Indian town called

Keowee. This fort was made in the form of a

fquare, and had an earthen rampart about fix feet high,

on which flockades were fixed, with a ditch, a na-

tural glacis On two fides, and baftions at the angles,

on
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on each of which four fmall cannon were mounted.

It contained barracks for an hundred men, and was

defigned for a defence to the weftern frontiers of the

province. About an hundred and feventy miles fur-

ther down there was another ftrong-hold, called Fort

Moore, in a beautiful commanding fituation on the

banks of the fame river. In the year following ano-

ther fort was creeled, called Fort Loudon, among

the Upper Cherokees, fituated on TenalTee river,

upwards of five hundred miles diftant from Charles-

town; to which place it was very difficult at all times,

but, in cafe of a war with the Cherokees, utterly im-

practicable to convey neceffary fupplies. Thefe flrong-

holds, together with thofe of Frederica and Augufta

in Georgia, were garrifoned by his Majefty's indepen-

dent companies of foot, flationed there for the pro-

tection of the two provinces.

After having fortified thefe frontiers, the fettlers

of Carolina began to ftretch backward, and occupied

lands above an hundred and fifty miles from the more.

New emigrants from Ireland, Germany and the nor-

thern colonies obtained grants in thefe interior parts,

and introduced the cultivation of wheat, hemp, flax

and tobacco, for which the foil anfwered better there

than in the low lands nearer the fea. The cattle, fheep,

hogs and horfes multiplied fa ft, and having a country

of vaft extent to range over, they found plenty of pro-

visions in it through the whole year. From different

parts new fettlers were invited to thofe hilly and more

healthy parts of Carolina, where they laboured with

greater fafety than among the fwamps, and fuccefs

crowned their induftry. By degrees public roads were

made, and they conveyed their produce in waggons

to
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to the capital, where they found an excellent mar-

ket for all their productions, but efpecially the provi-

fions which they raifed.

Although the foil and climate of the province

fuited the fined fruits and vegetable productions,

yet the garden had long been neglected, and the

orchard had engaged the attention only of a few.

The people of Bermuda, not many years ago, car-

ried to the market in Charleflown cabbages raifed

on that ifland, and the northern colonies their ap-

ples and Irifli potatoes. But now the Carolineans

found, by chufmg a fpot of land with judgment

for the garden, that it would furnifh them with

all neceffaries of this kind. Every fpring and au-

tumn brought them a crop of European peas and

Jentlfruits
beans. Mufk and water melons thrive exceeding-

and ly well even on the fandy maritime iflands, and
plants.

arrive at a degree of perfection unknown in many

parts of Europe. All kinds of fallad, fuch as let-

tuce, endive, crefTes, parfley, radimes, unions, will

grow there in all feafons of the year, excepting

one, and as nature has denied the people this

kind of nourifhment during the fummer months, it

is probable it muft on that account be unwholefome.

The garden alfo yielded abundance of cabbages, bro-

coli, cauliflower, turnips, fpinage, cucumbers, fquafli-

es, artichokes, pompions, afparagus, &c. in great

perfection. The climate indeed refufes the people of

Carolina currants and goofeberries, as every attempt

to raife them has failed ; but they have oranges, figs,

peaches, apricots, nectarines and ftrawberries in plenty,

which are exceedingly agreeable and refreshing in the

fummer fcalbn. Olives, grapes, cherries, citrons and

plumbs



SOUTH CAROLINA. 2*7

plumbs will grow, though not cultivated in common;

but apples, pears, pomegranates, chefnuts and wal-

nuts are, or at leaft may be, railed in abundance.

Many phyfical roots and herbs, fuch as China-root,

fnake-root, faffafras, are the fpontaneous growth of

the woods; and fage, balm and rofemary thrive well

in the gardens. The planters diftil brandy of an

inferior quality from peaches ; and gather berries

from the myrtle bufhes of which they make excellent

candles. The woods will alfo fupply them with a va-

riety of cherries, mulberries, wild grapes and nuts.

In ihort, nature hath denied the diligent and fkiiful

planter few of the mod ufeful vegetables, and many-

delicious fruits grow to a degree of perfection ex-

ceeded by no country in Europe.

At the fame time it muft be acknowledged, that

fome difad vantages attend the climate with refpecl to

the vegetable kingdom. European grapes have been

tranfplanted, and feveral attempts made to raife wine

in Carolina; but fo overfhaded are the vines planted

in the woods, and fo foggy is the feafon of the year

when they begin to ripen, that they feldom come to

maturity. But as excellent grapes have been raifed in

gardens where they a'e expofed to the fun, we are apt

to believe that proper methods have not been taken for

encouraging that branch of agriculture, confidering its

great importance in a national view. Some tolerable

wine has been made from the native vines, which do

not ripen fo early in the feafon as thofe tranfplanted from

Europe ; and perhaps in fome future day, when the

planters have acquired greater fkill, and made trials

•f different foils and fituations, the vineyard culture

may
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may fucceed better than it has yet done, and turn to

fome national account, like other profitable articles

of American husbandry.

In fome feafons the cold blad from the north-weft

proves very deftru&ive to the orange, the olive and

peach trees. In mild winters the trees bloilbm early,

fometimes by the beginning of February, often be-

fore the middle of it. After the juices begin to rife,

mould the north wed wind bring a cold frofty night,

it commonly kills every tender moot. Governor

Glen makes mention of a froft which happened on

the 7th of February, 1747, which killed almoft all

the orange trees in the country. The trees being

ready to blofTom about the time the froft came, it

burft all their veflels, infomuch that not only the

bark, but even the bodies of many of them were

fplit, and all on the fide next the fun. Such blafts

are incredibly fharp and piercing. The Governor

fays he found feveral birds frozen to death near his

houfe. We cannot vouch for the truth of this af-

fertion, but we know no climate where the cold is

more feverely felt by the human body.

Its mine- With refpecl to the mineral kingdom we may

fay, who can tell what rich mines lie hid in Carolina,

when no perfon has fought for them ? If it be true

that mountainous countries are favourable to mines,

it may be prefumed that this province, in which

there are many extenfive and high mountains, is not

without its hidden treafures, no more than the other

parts of the continent. Pennfylvania hath already

exhibited to the world fome ufelul minerals, and Ca-

rolina in time will probably do the fame. But while

i the

ralsunilif-

covered.



SOUTH CAROLINA. 209.

the furface of the earth yields abundance of vegeta-

ble productions for the uie of the inhabitants, and a

plentiful livelihood can be obtained by ealier means

than that of digging into its bowels, it can fcarcely

be expected that they will apply themfelves to deep

and uncertain refearches. It remains for a more po-

pulous and improved date, when ingenious men will

probably attempt to explore thofe fubterranean rich-

es, which as yet lie neglected. Mineral water has

been found in feveral parts, and fuch fprings will help

both to lead men to the important dilcovery, and ani-

mate them with the hopes of fuccefs.

The province of Georgia, with refpect to improve-

ment, dill remained little better than a wildernefs,

and the vaft expence it had coll the mother country

might perhaps have been laid out to greater advantage

in other parts of the continent. In the government

of that colony John Ellis, a Fellow of the Royal So-

ciety, fucceeded Captain John Reynolds. The rich

fwamps on the fides of the rivers lay uncultivated; and

the planters had not yet found their way into the inte-

rior parts of the country, where the lands not only

exceeded ihofe in the maritime parts in fertility, but

where the climate was alfd more healthy and pleafant.

Excepting vagabonds and fraudulent debtors, who
fled to them from Carolina, few of the Georgians

had any negroes to aflift them in cultivation; fo that,

in 1756, the whole exports of the country were

2997 barrels of rice, 9335 lb. of indigo, 268 lib. of

raw filk, which, together with fkins, furs, lumber

and provifions amounted only to i6,jj6 pounds fler-

ling.

Vol. II. Dd Although
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Although the hoftilities which had commenced

between Great Britain and France ftill continued, yet

both potentates remained averfe from an open decla-

ration of war. William Lyttleton, now Lord Weft-

cot, being appointed governor of South Carolina, in

his way through the Bay of Bifcay, was intercepted by

a French fquadron under the command of Count de

Guay, and carried into France; but an order from

the French court came to releafe the fhip, and permit

the Governor to return to England. The Britifh com-

manders at fea indeed had orders to feize all French

fhips and bring them into port, yet as fome hopes of

an accommodation (till remained, the crews were on-

ly confined, and the cargoes remained entire. But

fo foon as the news of the bare-faced invafions of our

dominions in the Mediterranean, joined with the many

encroachments in America, had reached the Britifh

court, all profpe&s of an accommodation vanifhed at

once, and war was publicly declared againft France

on the 17th of May, 1756.

Before the end of that year William Pitt, who had

long been diftinguifhed in the Houfe of Commons
for a bold and powerful orator, was called to the

helm, and to his uncommon popularity added the

whole influence of adminiflration. After his prefer-

ment fuch bold plans of operation were introduced

to the council, as were calculated at once to rouze

the Britifh nation and to alarm her enemies. The

city of London, having the greatefl confidence in

the fpirit and abilities of the minifter, poured in its

trcafures to his; afliilance, and fo great were his re-

fources, that his fchemes, however vaft, never failed

for want of money. From this period vigour and

decifion
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decifion attended almoft every warlike enterprize;

a martial fpirit pervaded the navy and army, and

every officer feemed emulous of diftinction and glo-

ry in the fervice of his country. This new minifter

gave the enemy fo much employment, that for the

future they had fcarce time to breathe, and extended

the powerful arm of Britain from the centre to the

extremities cf the empire.

In America John Earl of Loudon had been ap-

pointed commander in chief; but fuch was the (late

of affairs on that continent, that all he could do was

not fufficient to prevent the encroachments of the

enemy. So difunited were the provincials, and fo dif-

ferent were their principles, views and interefts, that

each colony feemed concerned only for its own de-

fence, and determined to acl independent of its neigh-

bour ; while the French were firmly united under

one commander in chief, the Governor of Canada.

Lord Loudon plainly faw that nothing remained for

him to atchieve, and therefore pitched his camp at

Albany, and there determined to continue with his

little army on the defenfive, until a reinforcement

fhould arrive from Britain. The French flill wore

the laurel, and triumphed in the foreft, having every

poflible advantage their heart could defire from the

divided (late of Britifh America.

But although the campaign under Lord Loudon
was opened under many difadvantages, this gallant

officer was not idle during the year. Having made
himfelf mafter of the Hate of affairs on the continent,

he perceived that theFrench, though united and ftrong,

were neverthelefs vulnerable, and drew up a plan of

D d 2 operations
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operations for the enfuing campaign,which he tranfmit-

ted to the minifter in Britain. Immediately preparations

were made for carrying it into execution. It had been

propofed to raife fome regiments in America, but the

levies went on ilowly. As many of the coloniik fit

for fervice were foreigners, and only undcrflood their

native language, it was thought proper to allow them

foreign officers to command them upon their taking

the oaths to government, which contributed not a lit-

tle to the more fpeedy completion of the Royal Ame-

rican regiments.

Early in the year following a confiderable reinforce-

dmfo^ces ment from Britain arrived at New York. The Indians

augment- in alliance with us were furnifhed with arms, and en^

•
d *

couraged to join the army. Among the Britifh forces

fern out there was a regiment of Highlanders, who

were in many refpecls well qualified for the fervice. It

is impoflible to defcribe how much the favages were

delighted with the drefs, manners and mufic of this

regiment. Their fprightly manner of dancing, their

dexterity in the ufe of arms, and natural vivacity and

intrepidity, the favages greatly admired, and expreffed

a flrong inclination for attending the Scotch warriors.

to the field. To prevent them from joining the ene-

my it was not only neceflity to employ thofe warriors,

but it was thought they might be rendered ufeful for

fcouring the dark thickets before the regular army.

Lieutenant Kennedy, to encourage them, entered in-

to their humour, and, in order to head them, drefled

and painted himfelf like an Indian. They gave him

a fquavv, and the nation to which fhe belonged having

made him a king, no final! fervice was expected from

^he new alliance.

Wkeh
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When General Abercromble fucceded Lord Lou-

don as commander in chief in America, the Britifh

force being confiderably augmented, bolder enterpri-

fes were undertaken. It was agreed to attack the

French fettle merits in different places. Though this

commander met with a (harp repulfe at Ticonderago,

the French paid dear for this advantage by the lofs Theirfird

of Cape Breton, which opened the way in;o Canada. fucce^ in

Fort Frontenac next furrendered to Colonel Brad-

ftreet, in which were found vafl quantities of provi-

fion and ammunition, that had been deiigned for the

French forces on the Ohio.
.
The great lofs fui'lained

by the enemy at this place facilitated the reduction of

Fort Duquefne, again ft: which General Forbes was

advancing with great vigilance and confiderable force.

This fortrefs the enemy, after a few Ikirmifhes, deter-

mined to abandon ; and having burnt their houfes,

and deflroyed their works, fell down the Ohio river

in boats to their ftrong-holds erected beyond the

Cherokee mountains. " No fooner was the Britifh flag

erected on Fort Duquefne, than the numerous tribes

of In</ans came in and made their fubmiffion ; and,

from a conviction of the fuperior valour and flrength of

the Britifh army, joined the conquerors. Although

the enemy loft few men at this place, yet their power

in America received a heavy (Iroke by the division of

their force which the lofs of it occafioned. All com-

munication between their ftttlements on the fouth

parts and thofe of Canada being cut off, they could

no longer act in concert, and their future exertions

were rendered more feeble and ineffectual.

However, the flight of this French garrifon to

the fouth promifed little good to Carolina. The

fcene
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fcene of a&ion was changed only from one place

to another, and the baleful influence of thofe ac-

tive and enterprifmg enemies foon appeared among

the upper tribes of Cherokees. An unfortunate

quarrel with the Virginians helped to forward their

dcfigns, by opening to them an eafier accefs in-

to the towns of the favages. In the different expe-

ditions againft Fort Duquefne, the Cherokees, a-

greeable to treaty, had fent confiderable parties of

warriors to the afliftancc of the Britifh army. As

the horfes in thofe parts run wild in the woods, it

was cuflomary, both among Indians and white people

on the frontiers, to lay hold on them and appropriate

Thecaufe tnern t0 tneiF own purpofes. While the favages were

of the returning home through the back parts of Virginia,

many of them having loft their horfes, laid hold of

fuch as came in their way, never imagining that they

belonged to any individual in the province. The Vir-

ginians however, inftead of aflerting their right in a

legal way, refented the injury by force of arms, and

killed twelve or fourteen of the unfufpicious warriors,

and took feveral more prifoners. The Cherokees, with

reafon, were highly provoked at fuch ungrateful ufage

from allies, whofe frontiers they had helped to change

from a field of blood into peaceful habitations, ajid

when they came home told what had happened to their

nation. The flame foon fpread through the upper

towns, and thofe who had loft their friends and rela-

tions were implacable, and breathed nothing but fury

and vengeance againft fuch perfidious friends. In vain

did the chieftains interpofe their authority, nothing

could reft rain the furious fpirits of the young men,

who were determined to take fatisfacYion for the lofs

of their relations. The emiflaries of France among

them
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them added fuel to the flame, by telling them that

the Englifh intended to kill every man of them, and

make Haves of their wives and children. They miti-

gated them to bloodfhed, and for that purpofe fur-

nifhed them with arms and ammunition. The fcat-

tered families' on the frontiers of Carolina lay much
expofed to fcalping parties of thefe lavages, who com-

monly make no diftindion of age or fex, but pour

their vengeance indifcriminately on the innocent and

guilty.

The garrifon of Fort Loudon, confiding of about

two hundred men, under the command of Captains

Demere and Stuart, fir ft difcovered the ill humour

in which the Cherokee warriors returned from the

northern expedition. The foldiers, as ufual, making

excurfions into the woods, to hunt for freffi provi-

fions, were attacked by them, and fome of them were

killed. From this time fuch dangers threatened the

garrifon, that every one was confined within the fmall

boundaries of the fort. All communication with the

diftant fettlement from which they received fupplies

being cut oft, and the foldiers being but poorly pro-

vided, had no other profpeds left but thofe of famine

or death. Parties of young Indians took the field,

and, ruiliing down among the iettlements, mur-

dered and fcalped a number of people on the fron-

tiers.

The commanding officer at Fort Prince George Governor

having received intelligence of thofe ads of hofiility, Lyttletoa

difpatched a mefTenger to Charleftown to inform ^
"^arch

Governor Lyttleton that the Cherokees were gone againil

to war, and that it would be neceflary fpeedily to
them*

warn.
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warn the people of their danger. In confequence of

which orders were given to the commanders of the

militia immediately to collect their men, and (land in

a pofture of defence, while the Governor was mak-

ing preparations in Charleftown for marching againft

them, in order to give a fpeedy check to their pro-

grefs. Parties of the independent companies were

brought to Charleftown for this purpofe. The militia of

the country had orders to rendezvous at Congarees,

where the Governor, with fuch a force as he could

procure from the lower parts, refolved to join them,

and march to the relief of the frontier fettlements.

The Che- No fooner had the Cherokees heard of thefe war-
rokeesfue

]jke preparations at Charleftown, than thirty- two of

their chiefs fet out for that place, in order to fettle

all differences, and prevent if poftible a war with the

Carolineans. For although they could not reftrain

fome of their young men from ads of violence, yet

the nation in general was dill inclined to friendfhip

and peace. As they arrived at Charleftown before

the Governor had fet out on the intended expedition,

a council was called, and the chiefs being fent for,

Mr. Lyttleton, among other things, told them,
cc That he was well acquainted with all the ach of

hoftility of which their people had been guilty, and

likewife thofe they intended againft the Englifli, and

enumerated fome of them ; then he added, That he

would foon be in their country, where he would let

them know his demands, and the fatisfaction he re-

quired, which he would certainly take if they refu-

fed it. As they had come to Charleftown to treat

with him as friends, they mould go home in fafety,

and not a hair of their head fhould be touched ; but

i as
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as be had many warriors in arms in different parts of

the province, he could not be anfwerabie for what

might happen to them unlefs they marched along

with his army." After this fpeech Occonoftota, who
was diftinguifhed by the name of the Great Warrior

'
s of the Cherokee nation, began to fpeak by way of

reply ; but the Governor being determined that no-

thing mould prevent his military expedition, declared,

he would hear no talk he had to make, neither in vin-

dication of his nation, nor any propofals with regard

to peace. Lieutenant-Governor Bull, who was bet-

ter acquainted with the manners of Indians, and the

dangers to which the province would be expofed from

a war with them, urged the neceffity of hearing the

Great Warrior, and the happy confequences of an

agreement before mere blood was fpilt. But Mr.
Lyttieton remained inflexible, and put an end to the

conference ; with which behaviour the chiefs, how-
ever, were not a little difpleafed. For as they had

travelled fo far to obtain peace, and, after all, to be

not only denied liberty to fpeak, but alfo to be dif-

appointed with refpeel to the chief end of their jour-

ney, chagrined them much, and created many uneafy

fears and fufpicions.

Aff.w days after holding this conference with the Governor

chieftains the governor fet out forCongarees, the place Lyttieton

r 111 r 1 -i- •
1 1

marches
or general rendezvous tor the militia, and about one againft

hundred and forty miles diftant from Charleftown,~ the Cne -

where he muftered in all about one thoufand four

hundred men. To this place the Cherokees march-

ed along with the army, and were to appearance

contented, but in reality burning with fury and refent-

ment. When the army moved from the Congarees,

the chieftains, very unexpectedly, were all made prifon-

Vcl. II. E e er$,



ai8 THE HISTORY OF

ers, and, to prevent their efcape to the nation, a

captain's guard was mounted over them, and in

this manner they were obliged to march to Fort

Prince George. Being not only deprived of their'

liberty, which an Indian values above all things, but

alio compelled to accompany an enemy going againfl

their families and friends, they could now no longer

conceal their refentment. They turned exceedingly

fullen, and ihewed that they were flung to the heart

by fuch bafe treatment. The breach of promife an In.

dian holds an atrocious crime. To requite good intend-

ed with real evil, they with reafon deemed an unpar-

donable injury. But what compleated the ill ufage,

the thirty-two Indians, upon the arrival of the army

at Fort Prince George, were all fhut up in a hut

fcarcely fufficient for the accommodation of fix fol-

diers, where they fpent their time in concerting plots

for obtaining their liberty, and fatisfa&ion for the in-

juries done them.

Holds a Governor Lyttleton's little army being not only

congrefs ill armed and difciplined, but alfo discontented and

p •

ort
mutinous, he therefore judged it dangerous to pro-

George, ceed farther into the enemy's country. Having before-

hand fent for Attakullakulla, who was efleemed both

the wifefl man of the nation and the mod fleady

friend of the Englifh, to meet him at Fort Prince

George, this warrior haftened to his camp from

an excurfion againfl the French, in which he had ta-

ken tome prifoners, one of whom he prefented to the

Governor. Mr. Lyttleton knew, that, for obtaining

a re-eflablifhment of peace, there was not a man in

the whole nation better difpofed to ailifl hhfi than

this old warrior, though it was obferved that he

cautioufly
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cautioufly avoided making any offer of fatisfa&ion.

But fo fmall was his influence among the Cherokees

at this time, that they confidered him as no better

than an old woman on account of his attachment to

their Englifh enemies, and his averfion from going to

wrar again ft them.

About the 18th of December, 1759, the Gover-

nor held a congrefs with this warrior, and by an in-

terpreter fpoke to him to the following efTed: :
" You His

" told me yefterday that you had a good talk to
j^mkul-

" make, and expected the fame from me. You lakulla.

" know it is the will of the great King that his fub-

" je£ts and your people mould live together in friend-

" fhip, and you have laid you defire not to break

" the chain thereof. It is a chain which our mod
" gracious fovereign holds at one end, and you hold at

* c the other. You know that, in order to keep this

" chain from contracting ruft, and hinder it from
cc being broken, it was neceflary certain conditions

" mould be made ; and as all acts of the great king

" are kept till time Hull be no more, fo I now have

" in my hand thofe very conditions made with you
" and your people. It was agreed, that if an Indian

" fhould kill an Englifhman, he fhall be delivered up
" to be punimed as the law requires. This was the

" ancient talk of our fathers and your fathers, and
" when King George took your nation under his

" protection he fo ordered it for the future. This

" treaty has been fince renewed by fcveral of our

" King's governors of this province from time to

" time. It was the mercy of the great King that

u this way of reltitution fhould be eftabiimcd, to pre-

" vent a war which might deftroy your nation
;

E e 2 " whereas.
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" whereas, at any time, by delivering up of the

£ guilty perfon, the innocent might efcape, and your

" people be fufFered to live in friendfhip with ours.

tf In the month of November, 1758, fix deputies

" from your nation came to Charleftown, to make
" up all differences between our people and yours.

" They did then engage to obferve the words of the

" treaty I have here, and which you know are the

" fame with thofe formerly made by the great King,

" They received a large quantity of goods as a

cc full compenfation for the injuries done them by

" white people, and did folemnly promife co contU

" nue in Uriel: friendfhip with all the King's fub-

" je&s. Notwithstanding which they went to Sta-

<: tiquo under Moytoy and killed many white men,

" though no provocation had been given them.

Ci Thereupon I demanded fatisfaction, according to

" the words of the great King, but they have given

" me none. As King George loves mercy better

" than war, I was willing to wait ; and while our

" people lay quietly in their houfes, the Indians came,

" killed and fcalped them. Laft of all they put to

" death three men in the Upper nation, and drove

" our people, who lived in their towns to furniih

Ci them with goods, into the forts. As you know
" that your people have been guilty of all thefe

" crimes, and many more, I expected you would not

<c only come down with a good talk, but alfo would
<c have offered fatisfaction for them. I am now come
cc here with a great number of warriors, to take that

" fatisfaction 1 have more than once demanded.
u Perhaps fome of you thought, that, as our people

\\ put up with fuch injuries, they were apprehenfive

« of
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£ of your power ; but you (hall now fee that this

" was owing to their patience, and not to their want

" of resolution. You know well the ftrength of our

" province, and that one third part of it is fufficient to

" deftroy your nation. Befides, the white people in

" all the provinces are brothers, and linked together:

" we come not alone againit you becaufe we have

" fufTered, for the Virginians and North Carolineans

tc are prepared to march againit. you, unlefs fatisfac-

" tion be given nie. My brother the Governor of

" Georgia will alfo prevent any ammunition from

" coming to you. Some time ago you lent to Vir-

" ginia, offering to trade with that province, and

" goods were on their way to you which 1 have ftopt,

" and they fhail not proceed hither until 1 fend di-

" rections for them. It is not neceffary for me to

" fay more to you, until you make fa:isfa£tion for kiU

H ling the white people.

" Attakullakulla, you have been in England,

k and feen the power of the great King, and the

* c number of his warriors. You alfo know, that,

cc during thefe five years and more, we have been at

" war with the French, who were once numerous

^ over ail parts of America. You know I difdain to

" tell you a falihood, and I will now inform you

" what fuccefs our army has had. Some of the

" lad fhips that arrived at Charleftown brought
C1 me a good deal of news. Our fleet has ta-

n many fhips of war belonging to the French.

A rnelTenger has arrived with an account that

" the great city of Quebec is reduced, as alfo, that

" the warriors of the great King have taken all the

Vi forts on the lakes and upon the Ohio, and beat

^ down

cc 1
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" down all things in their way, as a hurricane would

" have done in its paflage. The Indians in thofe

" parts, fearing his power, have made their peace

" with the great King. The Delawares, Shawanefe,

" and all of them that live near Fort Duquefne, have

" defired to be in friendfhip with us. The Chodtaws

" alfo beg to be received under the King's protection

" by his beloved man Mr. Aitken, upon which a

" great number of traders are gone into their coun-

" try with all forts of goods. If you will not believe

" what I fay, and imagine that the French are able

" to fupply you with the necefiaries which you want,

" you will be deceived, for they themfelves are ftar-

" ving, and fo much undone that they cannot fur-

tc nifh a blan ( et or a gun to the Choctaws, much
* c lefs to you, who are removed at fo great a diftance

" from them.

" These things I have mentioned to mow you

* c that the great King will not fuffer his people to be

" deftroyed without fatisfaclion, and to let you know
" the people of this province are determined to have

" it. What I fay is with a merciful intention. If I

" make war with you, you will fufTer for your rafh-

" nefs ;
your men will be deftroyed, and your wo-

^ men and children carried into captivity. What
" few necefiaries you now have will foon be done,

cc and you will get no more. But if you give the

u fatisfaclion 1 mall afk, the trade will be again

" opened with you, and all things go right. I

" have twice given you a lift of the murderers ; I

" will now tell you there are twenty-four men of

" your naticn whom I demand to be delivered up

" to me, to be put to death, or otherwife difpofed

" of
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ĉ of as I (hall think fit. Your people have killed

" that number of ours and more, therefore it is

" the lead I will accept of. I (hall give you till

K to-morrow morning to confider of it, and then I

" fhali expect your anfwer. You know bed the In-

" dians concerned ; feveral gangs at different times
* c have been out, and I expeel the twenty-four you
*' (hall deliver up will be thofe who have committed
" the murders."

lakulla's

anfwer.

To this long fpeech Attakullakulla replied in words

to the following erTecl : " That he remembered the Attakul

" treaties mentioned, as he had a (hare in making
u them : He owned the kindnefs of the province of

" South Carolina, but complained much of the bad

" treatment his countrymen had received in Virginia,

" which, he faid, was the immediate caufe of our

*' prefent mifunderftanding: That he had always been

" the firm friend of the Englilh, of which he hoped

" his late fatiguing march againft their enemies the

" French was a fufficient proof: That he would ever
<; continue fuch, and would ufe all the influence he

" had to perfuade his countrymen to give the Gover-

" nor the fatisfacYion he demanded, though he belie-

K ved it neither would nor could be complied with,

" as they had no coercive authority one over another;

" He defired the Governor to releafe fome of the

" head men then confined in the fort to affift him ;

** and added, that he was pleafed to hear of the fuc-

<; ceiles of his brothers the EngHfh, but could not

" help mentioning, that they fhewed more refent-

* c ment againfl the Cherokees than they had ufed to

*' other nations that had difobliged them ; that he

** remembered fome years ago feveral white people

u belong.
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" belonging to Carolina were killed by the Chochws*
" for whom no latisiaclion had either been given or

" demanded."

Agreeable to the reqttfcft of Attakullakulla, the

Governor releafed Occono'lota, Fiftoe the chief man

of Keowee town, and the head warrior of Eftaloe,

who next day delivered up two Indians, whom Mr.

Lyttleton ordered to be pat in irons. After which all

the Cherokees prefent, who knew their connections to

be weak, being alarmed, fled out of the way, fo that

it was impoiTible to complete the number demanded.

Attakullakulla, being then convinced that peace could

not be obtained on fttch terms as the Governor re-

quired, refolved to go home and patiently wait the

event ; but no fooner was Mr. Lyttleton made ac-

quainted with his departure, than he difpatched a mef-

ienger after him to bring him back to his camp ; and

being defirous of finifhing the campaign with as much

credit as poflible, immediately on his return began to

A treaty treat f peace. Accordingly a treaty was drawn up

ed with and %ned by the Governor and fix of the head men ; in

fix chiefs, which it was agreed, that thofe twenty-two chieftains of

the Cherokees mould be kept as hoftages confined in

the fort, until the fame number of Indians guilty of

murder be delivered up to the commander in chief of

the province; that trade mould be opened and carried

on as ufual ; that the Cherokees mould kill, or take

every Frenchman prifoncr, who mould prefume to

come into their nation daring the continuance of the

war; and that they fliould hold no intercourfe with

the enemies of Great Britain, bot mould apprehend

every perfon, white or red, found among them, that

may be endeavouring to let the Englifh and Chero-

i * kees
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kees at variance, and interrupt the friendfhip and

peace eftablifhed between them.

Aftfr having concluded this treaty with the Che-

rokees, the Governor rcfolved to return to Charleftown.

But whether the Indians who put their mark to it un-

dcrftood the articles of agreement or not, we cannot

pretend to affirm -

y one thing is certain, that few or

none of the nation afterward paid the fmalleft regard

to it. The treacherous act of confining their chiefs,

againft whom no charge could be brought, and who
had travelled feveral hundred miles in order to obtain

peace for their nation, had made a ftrong impremori

on their minds, but particularly on that of Occono-

flota, who breathed nothing but fury and vengeance

againit fuch falfe friends. Initead of permitting them

to return home without hurting a hair of their head,

as the Governor promifed in Charleftown, they were

clofe confined in a miferable hut, having permiflion

neither to fee their friends nor even the light of day.

It was faid they were kept only as hoftages, until the

number of criminals he demanded was completed by

their nation j but if they were robbed of their liber-

ty, it was of little confequence to them under what

denomination they were confined. It was faid to be

done by the confent of the nation, as fix of its chiefs

had figned the articles of peace ; but in whatever

light we view the act, it appears to be one of thole

bafe and unjuftifiable advantages which policy and

craft commonly take of the weaknefs and fimplicity

6f more unfortunate neighbours ; and nothing lefs

could have been expected, than that thefe wild and

independent warriors would refent fuch bafe and un-

merited ufage on the firft opportunity that offered.

Vol. II. F f Scarcely
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The Go-
vernor re-

turns to

Charles-

es WH.»

Scarcely had Governor Lyttleton concluded the

treaty of Fort Prince George when the fmall-pox,

which was raging in an adjacent Indian town, broke

out in his camp. As few of his little army had ever

gone through that diftemper, and as the furgeons were

totally unprovided for fuch an accident, his men were

(truck with terror, and in great hafte returned to ths

fertlements, cautioufly avoiding all intercourse one

with another, and fuffering much from hunger and

fatigue by the way. The Governor followed them,

and arrived in Charleftown about the beginning of

the year 1 760. Though not a drop of blood had

been fpilt during the expedition, he was received like

a conqueror, with the greateft demonstrations of joy.

AddrefTes the mod flattering were prefented to him

by the different focieties and profeflions, and bone-

fires and illuminations teftified the high fenfe the in-

habitants entertained of his merit and fervices, and

the happy confequences which they believed would

refult from his expedition.

However , thofe rejoicings on account of the peace

were fcarcely over, when the news arrived that frefh

hofl.ilities had been committed, and the Governor

was informed that the Cherokees had killed four-

teen men within a mile of Fort Prince George. The

Indians had contracted an invincible antipathy to

Captain Coytmore, the officer whom Mr. Lyttleton

had left commander of that fort. The treatment

they had received at Charleftown, but efpecially the

imprifonment of their chiefs, had now converted their

former defire of peace into the bittereft rage for war.

Occonoftota, a chieftain of great influence, had be-

come a mod implacable and vindictive enemy to Ca-

rolina,
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rolina, and determined to repay treachery with trea- The trea-

chery. Having gathered a ilrong party of Cherokees, ^okai.
C

he furrounded Fort Prince George, and compelled

the garrifon to keep within their works ; but finding

that he could make no impreflion on the fort, nor

oblige the commander to furrender, he contrived the

following flratagem for the relief of his countrymen

confined in it.

As that country was every where covered with woods, Ocecme-

he placed a party of lavages in a dark thicket by the
ft^ t

a

a^„m
river fide, and then fent an Indian woman, whom he forki iing

knew to be always welcome at the fort, to inform the t

^
e°*cer

commander that he had fomething of conlequence to

communicate to him, and would be glad to fpeak with

him at the river fide. Captain Coytmore imprudent-

ly contented, and without any fufpicions of danger

walked down towards the river, accompanied by

Lieutenants Bell and Fofter. Occonoftota appearing

on the oppofite fide, told him he was going to

Charleftowm to procure a releafe of the priiuners,

and would be glad of a white mark to accompany

him as a fafeguard ; and, the better to cover his dark

defign, had a bridle in his hand, and added, he would

go and hunt for a horfe to him. The captain replied,

that he mould have a guard, and wimed he might find

a horfe, as the journey was very long. Upon which

the Indian, turning quickly about, fwung the bridle

thrice round his head, as a fignal to the favages pla-

ced in ambufli, who inftantly fired on the officers,

(hot the captain dead on the fpot, and wounded the

other two. In confequence of which orders were gi-

ven to put the hoflages in irons, to prevent any far-

;her danger from them. But while the foldiers were

F f 2 attempting
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attempting to execute their orders, the Indians (tabbed

the firfl: man who lad hold of them with a knife, and

wounded two more ; upon which the garrifon, exaf-

perated to the higheft degree, fell on the unfortu-

nate hoftages, and butchered them in a manner too

fhocking to relate.

Ther e were few men in the Cherokee nation that

did not lofe a friend or a relation by this mafTacre,

The war and therefore with one voice ail immediately declared
m

?
s

for war. The leaders in every town feized the hatch-
general. '

et, telling their followers that the fpirits of murder-

ed brothers were flying around them, and calling

out for vengeance on their enemies. From the dif-

ferent towns large parties of warriors took the field,

painted in the mod formidable manner, and arrayed

with all their inft.ru ments of death. All fung the

fong of war, and burning with impatience to imbrue

their hands in the blood of their enemies, rufhed

down among innocent and defencelefs families on the

frontiers of Carolina, where men, women and chil-

dren, without diftinction, fell a facrifice to their merci-

lefs fury. Such as fled to the woods, and efcaped the

fcalping-knife, perifhed with hunger; and thofe whom

they made prifoners were carried into the wildernefs,

where they fuffered inexpreflible hardfhips. Every

day brought freih accounts to the capital of their ra-

vages, murders and deflations. But while the back

fettlers impatiently looked to their Governor for re-

lief, the fmall-pox raged to fuch a degree in town,

that few of the militia could be prevailed on to leave

their diftrefled families to ferve the public. In this

extremity an exprefs was fent to General Amherft,

the commander in chief in America, acquainting him

with
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with the deplorable fituation of the province, and im-

ploring his affiftance in the mod preffing terms. Ac-

cordingly a battalion of Highlanders, and four com-

panies of the Royal Scots, under the command of

Colonel Montgomery, now Earl of Eglinton, were

ordered immediately to embark, and fail for the re*

lief of Carolina.

In the mean time William Lyttleton being appoint-

ed Governor of Jamaica, the charge of the province

devolved on William Bull, a man of great integrity and

erudition. Application was made to the neighbouring

provinces of North Carolina and Virginia for relief,

and feven troops of rangers were raifed to patroie the

frontiers, and prevent the favages from penetrating

farther down among the fettlements. A confiderable

fum was voted for prefents to fuch of the Creeks,

Chickefaws and Catabaws as mould join the province

and go to war againft the Cherokees. Provifions

were fent to the families that had efcaped to Augufta

and Fort Moore, and the bed preparations poflible

made for chaftifmg their enemy, fo foon as the re-

gulars coming from New York fhould arrive in the

province.

Before the end of April, 1760, Colonel Mont- Colonel

gomery landed in Carolina, and encamped at Monk's Montg°-

Corner. Great was the joy of the province upon the r
-

iV t̂

arrival of this gallant officer ; but as the conqueft of

Canada was the grand object of this year's campaign

in America, he had orders to flrike a fudden blow

for the relief of Carolina, and return to head quar-

ters at Albany without lofs of time. Nothing was

therefore omitted that was judged neceffary to forward

the
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the expedition. Several gentlemen of fortune, ex-

cited by a laudable zeal for the fafety of their coun-

try, formed thcmfelves into a company of volunteers,

and joined the army. The whole force of the province

was collected, and ordered tc rendezvous at Congarees.

Waggons, carts and horfes were impreffed for the

fervice of his Majefty, and the colonics flattered them-

felves with the hopes that they would now be able to

punifh the infolence of their barbarous enemies.

A few weeks after his arrival Colonel Montgo-

And mery marched to the Congarees, where he was join-

mar
.

c1

a
3

ed bv the internal ftrength of the province, and im-

the Che- mediately fet out for the Cherokee country. Jbor a

rokees.
gUide he was provided with an half-blooded Indian,

who was well acquainted with the roads through the

woods, and the paffages through the rivers. Having

little rime allowed him, his march was uncommonly

fpirited and expeditious. After reaching a place called

Twelve-mile Pviver, he encamped on an advantageous

ground, and marched with a party of his men in the

night to furprize Eftatoe, an Indian town about twenty

miles from his camp, The nrft noife he heard by the

way was the barking of a dog before his men, where

he was informed there was an Indian town called Little

Keowee, which he ordered the light infantry to fur-

round, and, except women and children, to put every

Indian in it to the fword. Having done this piece of

fervice, he proceeded to Eftatoe, which he found aban-

doned by all the favages, excepting a few who had not

had miie to make their efcape. This town, which

confiited of at leaft two hundred houfes, and was well

provided with corn, hogs, poultry, and ammunition,

be reduced to afhes. Sugar Town, and every other

fettlemen*
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fettlement in the lower nation, afterwards ihared the

fame fate. The furprize to every one of them was

nearly equal ; for as the army darted upon them like

lightning, the favages could fcarcely fave themfelves,

far lefs any little property that they had. In thefe

lower towns about fixty Indians were killed and forty

made prifoners, and the reft driven to leek for ihel-

ter among the mountains. Having finished his bu*

fmefs among thefe lower fettlements with the fmall

lofs of three or four men, he then marched to the re-

lief of Fort Prince George, which had been for fome

time inverted by favages, infomuch that no foldier

durft venture beyond the bounds of the fort, and

where the garrifon was in diftrefs, not for the want

of provirions, but of wood to prepare them.

While the army refted at Fort Prince George,

Edmund Atkin, agent for Indian affairs, difpatched two

Indian chiefs to the middle fettlements, to inform the

Cherokees that by fuing for peace they might obtain

it, as the former friends and allies of Britain. At the

fame time he fent a mefTenger to Fort Loudon, re-

queuing Captains Demere and Stuart, the command-

ing officers at that place, to ufe their beft endeavours

for obtaining peace with the Cherokees in the upper

towns. Colonel Montgomery finding that the fava-

ges were as yet difpofed to liften to no terms of

accommodation, determined to carry the chaftife-

rnent a little farther. Difmal was the wildernefs into

which he entered, and many were the hardfhips and

dangers he had to encounter, from dark thickets,

rugged paths, and narrow pailes ; in which a fmall

body ot men, properly polled, might harafs and tire

out the braveft army that ever took the field. Having

on
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on all hands fufpicious grounds, he found occafion for

conflant vigilance and circumfpecYion. While he was

piercing through the thick foreft he had numberleft

difficulties to furmount, particularly from rivers ford-

able only at one place, and overlooked by high

banks on each fide, where an enemy might attack

him with advantage, and retreat with fafety. When
he had advanced within five miles of Etchoe, the

neareft town in the middle fettlements, he found

there a low valley, covered fo thick with bufhes that

the foldiers could fcarcely fee three yards before them,-

and in the middle of which there was a muddy river 3

with deep clay banks. Through this dark place, where

it was impoflible for any number of men to act toge-

ther, the army mud neceffarily march ; and therefore

Captain Morifon, who commanded a company of ran-

gers, well acquainted with the woods, had orders to

advance and fcour the thicket. He had fcarcely en-

tered it, when a number of favages fprung from their

lurking den, and firing on them, killed the captain

and wounded feveral of his party. Upon which the

light infantry and grenadiers were ordered to advance

and charge the invifible enemy, which they did with

great courage and alacrity. A heavy fire then began

on both fides, and during fome time the foldiers could

only difcover the places where the favages were hid by

the report of their guns. Colonel Montgomery finding

that the number of Indians that guarded this place was

great, and that they were determined obllinately to dif-

pute it, ordered the Royal Scots, who were in the rear,

to advance between the favages and a rifing ground

on the right, while the Highlanders marched towards

the left to fuilain the light infantry and grenadiers;

The woods now rcfounded with horrible fhouts and

2 yells,
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[Is, but thefe, inftead of intimidating the troops,

ieemed rather to infpire them with double firmnefs

and refolution. At length the favages gave way, and

in their retreat falling in with the Royal Scots, fuffer-

ed confiderably before they got out of their reach.
themnear

By this time the Royals being in the front and the Etchoe.

Highlanders in the rear, the enemy flretched away

and took pofTeiiion of a hill, feeniingly difpofed to

keep at a diftance, and always retreating as the army

advanced. Colonel Montgomery perceiving that they

kept aloof, gave orders to the line to face about,

and march directly for the town of Etchoe. The e-

nemy no fooner oblerved this movement, than they

got behind the hill, and ran to alarm their wives and

children. During the action, which laded above an

hour, Colonel Montgomery, who made feveral nar-

row efcapes, had twenty men killed, and feventy-fix:

wounded. What number the enemy loft is uncertain,

but fome places were difcovered into which they had

thrown feveral of their ilain, from which it was con-

jectured that they mull have loft a great number, as

it is a cuftom among them to carry their dezd off the

field. LTpon viewing the ground, ail were aftoniihed

to fee with what judgment and (kill they had chofen it.

Scarcely could the moil experienced officer have fixed

upon a fpot more advantageous for way-laying and

attacking an enemy, according to the method of

fighting pracliied among the Indian nations.

This action, though it terminated much in favour

of the Britifh army, had neverthelefs reduced it to

fuch a fituation as made it very imprudent, if not al-

together impracticable, to penetrate farther into thofe

Vol. II. G g woods.
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woods. The repulfe was far from being decifive, for

the enemy had only retired from one to another ad-

vantageous fituation, in order to renew their attack

when the army mould again advance. Humanity

would not fuller the commander to leave fo many

wounded men expofed to the vengeance of favages,

without any flrong-hold in which he might lodge them,

or fome detachment, which he could not fpare, to pro-

ted them. Should he proceed farther, he faw plainly

that he mud expect frequent fkirmimes, which would

increafe the number, and the burning of fo many-

Indian towns would be a poor compenfation for

the great rifque and perhaps wanton facrifice of fo

many valuable lives. To furnifh horfes for the men

already wounded obliged him to throw fo many bags

of flour into the river, and what remained was no

more than fufficient for his army during their return

to Fort Prince George. Orders were therefore given

And re- for a retreat, which was made with great regularity,

turns to although the enemy continued hovering around them,

PHiice anc* annoying them to the utmofi of their power. A
George, large train of wounded men was brought above fixty

miles through a hazardous country in fafety, for which

no fmall mare of honour and praife was due to the

officer that conducted the retreat. Never did men

endure greater hardmips and fatigues with fewer com-

plaints than this little army during the expedition. Such

confidence did they repole in their leader, that they

feemed to defpife all difficulties and dangers which

lie fhared along with them in the fervice of their

King and country.

After
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After Colonel Montgomery had returned to the The con-

fettlements, and was preparing to embark for New J™*
1™

York, agreeable to his orders from General Amherft, habitants

the Carolineans were again thrown under the mod ^'.
om ln *

dreadful apprehenfions from the dangers which hung
over the province. This appears from the follow-

ing addrefs of the General Aifembly, prefented to

Lieutenant-Governor Bull on the i ith of July, 1760.

" We, his Majefty's mod dutiful and loyal fubjects,

" the Commons Houfe of Affembly of this province,

" return your Honour our fincere thanks for the ad-
u vices you have been pleafed to communicate to us

" in the morning ; and being deeply affected with the
u contents of Colonel Grant's letter, which imports,
w that Colonel Montgomery will foon embark with

" his Majefty's troops under his command to join

" General A inherit ; humbly beg leave to reprefent

"to your Honour, that we apprehend the province

" to be in a much more dangerous fituation at this

" juncture, than it was at the time when the faid

<c troops arrived here ; as the Upper Creek Indians

" have fince murdered feveral Englifli traders in their

" towns, and made no offer to give up the rnurder-

" ers, or make any other fatisfaction whatever

;

" whence we have the greateft reafon to beiieve they

" will foon break out into open war. And by what
** is mentioned in Colonel Grant's letter, we fear

" that our implacable enemies the French have al-

" ready fpirited up and prevailed with the Choctaws
" to a ffi ft the Cherokees againft us. And notwith-

" ftanding the prefent rupture with the Cherokees
" has coft the province, in lefs than nine months,

" near 50,000 pounds fterling, yet all our endea-

G g 2 " vours
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« vours to rai fc a number of forces capable of pre-

" venting the Cberokees from ravaging the back Cat-

" tlements have proved ineffectual. This being the

" fituation of the province when we had only the

<•'- Cherokees to contend with, how deplorable then

" mud our cafe be, mould Colonel Montgomery de-

" part with the King's troops under his command,

" and we have the united attacks of the Cherokees,

" Creeks and Choclaws, (the three molt powerful

" nations of Indians on the continent), to repel, can

M be better imagined than defcribed. Being truely

cc fenfible of your Honour's good inclinations to ren-

** der every fervice in your power to this province,

" we unanimoufly intreat your Honour to ufe the

cc mod pfeffing inftances with Colonel Montgomery

" not to depart with the King's troops, as it may be

6C attended with the mod pernicious confequences."

Accordingly the Lieutenant-Governor having given

the Colonel the fulled view of thofe extenfive dangers

to which the province after his departure would be

expo fed, prevailed with him to leave four companies

of the royal regiment, under the command of Major

Frederick Hamilton, for covering the frontiers, while

he embarked with the battalion of Highlanders, and

failed for New York.

^ ,. In the mean time trie didant garrifon of Fort Lou-
Gvcut (u- ill
ftrefs of don, confiding of two hundred men, was reduced to

thegarri-
tjjC dreadful alternative of periftiing by hunger or

fonatFort ..... . c , ^, ,

Loudon.- fubmittmg to the mercy ot the enraged Cherokees,

The Governor having information that the Virginians

had undertaken to relieve it, for a while feemed fa-

tisfied, and anxioufiy waited to hear the news of

that happy event. But the Virginians were equally

ill
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ill qualified with their neighbours of Carolina to fend

them any affiftance. So remote was the fort from

every fettlement, and fo difficult was it to march an

army through the barren wildernefs, where the various

thickets were lined with enemies, and to carry at

the fame time fufficient fupplies along with them,

that the Virginians had dropped all thoughts of the

attempt. Provifions being entirely exhauited at Fort

Loudon, the garrifon was reduced to the mod deplo-

rable fituation. For a whole month they had no other

fubiiftence but the flefh of lean horfes and dogs, and a

fmall (apply of Indian beans, which fome friendly Che-

rokee women procured for them by ftealth, Long

had the officers endeavoured to animate and encou-

rage the men with the hopes of relief; but now being

blockaded night and day by the enemy, and having

no refource left, they threatened to leave the fort,

and die at once by the hands of favages, rather than

perifh flowly by famine. In this extremity the com-

mander was obliged to call a council of war, to confi-

der what was proper to be done ; when the officers

were all of opinion that it was impoffible to hold out

any longer, and therefore agreed to furrender the fort

to the Cherokees on the bed terms that could be ob-

tained from them. For this purpofe Captain Stuart,

an officer of great fagacity and addrefs, and much be-

loved by all the Indians that remained in the Britifli in-

tereft, procured leave to go to Chote, one of the prin-

cipal towns in the neighbourhood, where he obtained

the following terms of capitulation, which were figned

by the commanding officer and two of the Cherokee

chiefs. " That the garrifon of Fort Loudon march out Theterms

" with their arms and drums, each foldier having as fo/^e
* c much powder and ball as their officer fhall think ne- garrifon,

" cefTary
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" cefiary for their march, and all the baggage they

u mav chufe to carry: That the garrifon be permitted

" to march to Virginia, or Fort Prince George, as the

" commanding officer fhall think proper, unmolefted

;

" and that a number of Indians be appointed to ef-

" cort them, and hunt for provifions during their

" march : That fuch foldiers as are lame, or by fick-

" nefs difabled from marching, be received into the

" Indian towns, and kindly ufed until they recover,

" and then be allowed to return to Fort Prince

" George : That the Indians do provide for the gar-

" rifon as many horfes as they conveniently can for

" their march, agreeing with the officers and foldiers

" for payment : That the fort great guns, powder,

" ball, and fpare arms, be delivered to the Indians

" without fraud or further delay, on the day appoint-

*< ed for the march of the troops."

Agreeable to thofe terms ftipulated, the gar-

rifon delivered up the fort, and marched out with

their arms, accompanied by Occonoflota, Judd's

friend, the prince of Chote, and feveral other In-

dians, and that day went fifteen miles on their way

to Fort Prince George. At night they encamped on

a plain about two miles from Taliquo, an Indian

town, when all their attendants, upon one pretence

or another, left them ; which the officers confidered

as no good fign, and therefore placed a ftrict guard

round their camp. During the night they remained

unmolefted, but next morning about break of day a

foldier from an out-poft came running in, and in-

formed them that he faw a vaft number of Indians,

armed, and painted in the mo ft dreadful manner, creep-

ing
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ing among the bufhes, and advancing in order to fur- Treache-

round them. Scarcely had the officer time to order ^rokea
his men to (land to their arms, when the favages pour- by the

ed in upon them a heavy fire from different quarters,
favaSeSs

accompanied with the mod hideous yells, which (truck

a panic into the foldiers, who were fo much enfee-

bled and difpirited that they were incapable of making

any effectual refinance. Captain Demere, with three

other officers, and about twenty-fix private men, fell

at the firft onfet. Some fled into the woods, and

were afterwards taken prifoners and confined among
the towns in the valley. Captain Stuart, and thofe

that remained, were feized, pinioned, and brought

back to Fort Loudon. No fooner had Attakullakulla

heard that his friend Mr. Stuart had efcaped, than he
haflened to the fort, and purchafed him from the

Indian that took him, giving him his rifle, clothes,

and all he could command, by way of ranfom. He
then took poffeffion of Captain Demere's houfe,

where he kept his prifoner as one of his family, and

freely fhared with him the little proviiions his table

afforded, until a fair opportunity fhould offer for res-

cuing him from their hands ; but the poor foldiers

were kept in a miferable ftate of captivity for fome

time, and then redeemed by the province at a great

expence,

During the time thefe prifoners were confined at

Fort Loudon, Occonoftota formed a defign of attack-

ing Fort Prince George, and for this purpofe difpatch-

cd a meffenger to the fettlements in the valley, re-

queuing all the warriors there to join him at Stickoey

old town. By accident a difcovery was made of ten

bags
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bags of powder, aiid ball in proportion, which the

officers had fecretly buried in the fort, to prevent

their falling into the enemy's hands. This difcove-

ry had nearly proved fatal to Captain Stuart, and

would certainly have cod him his life, had not

the interpreter had fo much prefence of mind as

to allure the enemy that thefe warlike (tores had been

Apropo- concealed without his knowledge or confent. The
falforat- Indians having now abundance of ammunition for
taclcin

jrorC
h the hege, a council was called at Chote, to which

Prince the captain was brought, and put in mind of the
orgc

* obligations he lay under to them for fparing his

life ; and as they had refolved to carry fix can-

non and two cohorns with them againft Fort Prince

George, to be managed by men under his com-

mand, they told him he mult go and write fuch letters

to the commandant as they mould dictate to him.

They informed him at the fame time, that if that of-

ficer mould refufe to furrender, they were determin-

ed to burn the prifoners one after another before his

face, and try if he could be fo obftinate as to hold

out while he faw his friends expiring in the flames.

Captain Stuart was much alarmed at his fituation, and

from that moment refolved to make his efcape or

perifh in the attempt. His defign he privately com-

municated to Attakullakulla, and told him how un-

eafy he was at the thoughts of being compelled to

bear arms againft his countrymen. He acknowledged

that he had always been a brother, and hoped he would

aflift him to get cut of his preient perilous circumftan-

ces. The old warrior, taking him by the hand, told

him he was his friend, he had already given one proof

of his regard, and intended to give another fo foon as

his brother fhoukl return and help him to concert the

I meafure.
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rneafure. He faid he was well apprized of the ill de-

figns of his countrymen, and mould he go and per-

fuade the garrifon of Fort Prince George to do as

he had done, what could he expect but that they

fhould (hare the fame difmal fate. Strong and un-

cultivated minds carry their friendfhip, as well as

their enmity, to an aftonifhing pitch. Among fava-

ges family friendfhip is a national virtue, and civilized

mortals may blufli when they confider how much bar-

barians have often furpafTed them in the practice of it.

The initance I am going to relate is as Angular and

memorable as many that have been recorded in the

annals of pad ages.

Attakullakulla claimed Captain Stuart as his

prifoner, and had refolved to deliver him from dan- gtuart

ger, and for this purpofe there was no time to be efcapesto

loft. Accordingly he gave out among his country-
irSinuu

men that he intended to go a-hunting for a few

days, and carry his prifoner along with him to eat

venifon, of which he declared he wTas exceedingly

fond. At the fame time the Captain went through

among his foldiers, telling them that they could ne-

ver expect to be ranfomed by the province, if they

gave the fmalleft afMance to the Indians againft Fort

Prince George. Having fettled all matters, they fet

out on their journey, accompanied by the warrior's

wife, his brother, and two foldiers, who were the

only perfons in the garrifon that knew how to con-

vey great guns through the woods. For provifions

they depended on what they might kill by the way.

The diflance to the frontier fettlements was great,

and the utmoft expedition neceffary to present any

furprize from Indians purfuing them. Nine days and

Vol. II. H h
"

nights
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nights did they travel through a dreary wildernefs,

ihaping their courfe by the light of the fun and moon

for Virginia, and traverfing many hills, valleys and

paths that had never been crofted before but by fa-

vages and wild beads. On the tenth they arrived at

the banks of Holfton's river, where they fortunately

fell in with a party of three hundred men, fent cut

by Colonel Bird for the relief of fuch foldiers as

might make their efcape that way from Fort Loudon.

On the fourteenth day the Captain reached Colo-

nel Bird's camp on the frontiers of Virginia, where

having loaded his faithful friend with prefents and

provifions, he fent him back to protect the unhappy

prifoners till they mould be ranfomed, and to exert

his influence among the Gherokees for the reftoration

of peace.

No fooner had Captain Stuart made his efcape from

the hands of the favages, than he immediately began

to concert ways and means for the relief of his garrifon.

An exprefs was difpatched to Lieutenant-Governor

Bull, informing him of the fad difafler that had hap-

pened to the garrifon of Fort Loudon, and of the

defigns of the enemy againft Fort Prince George.

In confequence of which orders were given to Major

Thomfon, who commanded the militia on the fron-

tiers, to throw in provifions for ten weeks into that

fort, and warn the commanding officer of his danger.

At the fame time a melTenger was fent to Attakulla-

kulla, defiring him to inform the Cherokees that

Fort George was impregnable, having vafl: quantities

of powder buried under ground every where around

it, to blow up all enemies that lhould attempt to

come near it. Prefents of confiderable value were

fent
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fent to redeem the prifoners at Fort Loudon, a few

of whom had by this time made their efcape ; and

afterwards not only thofe that were confined among
the towns in the valley, but alfo all that had furvived

the hardfhips of hunger, difeafe and captivity in the

upper towns were releafed, and delivered up to the

commanding officer at Fort Prince George.

It might now have been expected that the vindic-

tive fpirit of the favages would be fatisfied, and that

they would be difpofed to liften to fome terms of

accommodation. This treacherous conduct to the

foldiers at Fort Loudon, they intended as a fatisfac-

tion for the harm treatment their relations had met

with at Fort Prince George ; and dearly had the

province paid for the bafe imprifonment and horrid

maflacre of the chiefs at that place. Still, however, The war

a great majority of the nation fpurned at every offer
contmue£-

of peace. The lower towns had all been deftroved

by Colonel Montgomery; the warriors in the middle

fettlements had loft many friends and relations ; and

feveral Frenchmen had crept in among the uppertowns,

and helped to foment their ill humour againft Caro-

lina. Lewis Latinac, a French officer, was among
them, and proved an indefatigable inftigator to mis-

chief. He perfuaded the Indians that the Englifh had

nothing lefs in view than to exterminate them from

the face of the earth ; and, furnidiing them with

arms and ammunition, urged them on to war. At
a great meeting of the nation he pulled out his

hatchet, and, {hiking it into a log of wood, called

out, Who is the man that will take this up for the

King of France ? Saloue, the young warrior of

Eftatoe, inflantly laid hold of it, and cried out,

H h 2 « I am.
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iC I am for war. The fpirits of our brothers who
" have been flain ftill call upon us to avenge their

" death. He is no better than a woman that refufes

" to follow me." Many others feized the toma-

hawk, yet dyed in Britilh blood, and burnt with im-

patience for the field.

Under the flattering appearance of a calm were

thofe clouds again gathering ; however, Lieutenant-

Governor Bull, who knew well how little Indians

were to be tmfted on any occaiion, kept the Royal

Scots and militia on the frontiers in a podure of de-

fence. But finding the province (liii under the moll

dreadful apprehenfions from their favage neighbours,

who continued infolent and vindictive, and ready to

renew their ravages and murders, he made application

a fecond time to General Amherft for adi (lance. Ca-

nada being now reduced, the commander in chief could

the more eafiiy fpare a force adequate to the purpofe

intended. The brave Colonel Montgomery, who con-

dueled the former expedition, having by this time

embarked for England, the command of the Highland-

ers devolved on Lieutenant-Colonel James Grant, who
received orders to return to the relief of Carolina.

The Early in the year 1761 he landed at Charlcftown,

landers
wnerP he took up his winter quarters, until the pro-

return to per feafon mould approach for taking the field. Un-
Carolina.

fortunately during this time many of the ibldiers, by

drinking brackifli water, were taken fick, which af-

forded the inhabitants an opportunity of mewing their

kindnefs and humanity. They confidered themfelves,

and with reafon, under the (Longed obligations to

treat men with tendernefs, who came to protect them

againfl their enemies, and therefore they brought the

fick



SOUTH CAROLINA. 245

Tick foldiers into their houfes, and nurfed them with

the greatcit care and attention.

In this campaign the province determined to exert

itfelf to the utmoft, that, in conjunction with the

regular forces, a fevere correction might be given

to thole troublefome favages. For this purpofe a

provincial regiment was raifed, and the command
of it given to Colonel Middleton. Prefents were

provided for the Indian allies, and feveral of the

Chickefaws and Catabaws engaged to aflifl them a-

gainft the Cherokees. But the Creeks, whofe help

was alio ilrongly folicited, played an artful game be-

tween the Englifh and the French, and gave the one

or the other encouragement, according to the advan-

tages they reaped from them. All pombie prepara-

tions were made for fupplying the army with provi-

fions at different ilages, and with fuch carts and

horfes as were thought neceiTary to the expedition.

Great had been the expence which this quarrel with

the Cherokees had already occafioned ; now they

flattered themfelves that by one refolute exertion more

they would tire the favages of war, and oblige them

^o accept of fuch terms of peace as they thought pro-

per to dictate.

As all white men in the province, of the military

age, were foldiers as well as citizens, and trained in

fome meafure to the ufe of arms, it was no difficult

matter to complete the provincial regiment. Their

names being regiftered in the lift of militia ; on every

emergency they were obliged to be ready for de-

fence, not only againfl the incurfions of Indians,

but alfo again!! the infurrection of negroes ; and

airhough
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although the fame prompt obedience to orders could

not be expected from them that is neceffary in a re-

gular army, yet the provincials had other advantages

which compenfated for that defect. They were better

acquainted than ftrangers with the woods, and the

nature of that country in which their military fervice

was required. They were feafoned to the climate, and

had learned from experience what clothes, meat and

drink were mod proper to enable them to do their

duty. In common occafions, when the militia was

called out, the men received no pay, but when em-

ployed, as in this Cherokee war, for the public de-

fence, they were allowed the fame pay with the King's

forces.

Colonel

Grant
marches

againil

the Che-
rokees.

So foon as the Highlanders had recovered from

their ficknefs, and were in a condition to take the

field, Colonel Grant began his march for the Chero-

kee territories. After being joined by the Provincial

regiment and Indian allies, he muftered in all about

two thoufand fix hundred men. Having ferved fome

years in America, and been in feveral engagements

with Indians, he was now no ftranger to their me-

thods of making war. He was fenfible how ready

they were to take all advantages, by furprize, (Irata-

gem, or otherwife, that the nature of their country

afforded them. Caution and vigilance were not only

neceffary on his part, but, to prepare an army for

fiich fervices, the drefs, the arms, and difcipline,

fhould all be adapted to the nature of the country,

in order to give the men every advantage, according

to the Indian manner of attack. The eye fhould be

habituated to perpetual watchfulnefs, the body fhould

be clothed in green, the prevailing colour of the

woods,
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woods, that it may be difficult to diftinguifh it, and

equipped in fuch light armour as is eafkft managed

in a thicket. The feet and legs mould be fortified

againfl: prickly briers and bumes, and thofe men who

have been accuftomed to hunt in the woods, being

quick-fighted, are bed qualified for fcouring the dark

thickets, and for guards to the main body. Eu-

ropeans, who are ftrangers to fuch things, are ill

prepared for military fervices in America. Many
brave officers have fuffered by inattention to them,

and being ignorant of the peculiar circumftances of

the country, have fallen a facrifke to their own

rafhnefs, or the numberlefs fnares to which they are

expofed in it.

On the 27th of May, 1761, Colonel Grant arri-

ved at Fort Prince George, and Attakullakulla^ ha-

ving got information that he was advancing againfl

his nation with a formidable army, flattened to his

camp, to fignify his earned defire of peace. He
told the Colonel that he always had been, and

ever would continue to be, a firm friend to the

Englifli ; that the outrages of his countrymen cover-

ed him with fhame, and filled his heart with grief;

yet neverthelefs he would gladly interpofe in their

behalf, in order to bring about an accommodation!

Often, he faid, had he been called an old woman by

the mad young men of his nation, who delighted in

war and defpifed his counfels. Often had he endea-

voured to get the hatchet buried, and the former

good correfpondence with the Carolineans eilablifh-

ed. Now he was determined to fet out for the Che-

rokee towns, to perfuade them to confult their fafety,

and fpeedily agree to terms of peace, and again and

again

U7
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again begged the Colonel to proceed no farther un*

til he returned.

Colonel Grant, however, gave him no encou-

ragement to expect that his requeft could be grant-

ed ; but, on the 7th of June, began his march from

Fort Prince George, carrying' with him provifions to

the army for thirty days. A party of ninety Indians,

and thirty woodmen painted like Indians, under the

command of Captain C)uintine Kennedy, had orders

to march in front and fcour the woods. After them

the light infantry and about fifty rangers, confiding

in all of about two hundred men, followed, by whofe

vigilance and activity the commander imagined that

the main body of the army might be kept tolerably

quiet and fecure. For three days he made forced

marches, in order to get over two narrow and dan-

gerous defiles, which he accomplifhed without a fliot

from the enemy, but which might have cofl him dear,

had they been properly guarded and warmly difputed.

On the day following he found fufpicious ground on

all hands, and therefore orders were given for the firfl

time to load and prepare for action, and the guards

to march (lowly forward, doubling their vigilance and

circumfpeclion. As they frequently fpied Indians a-

round them, all were convinced that they mould that

day have an engagement. At length, having advan-

ced near to the place where Colonel Montgomery

was attacked the year before, the Indian allies in the

van-guard, about eight in the morning, obferved a

large body of Cherokecs pofted upon a hill on the

Engages
rjg]n flank f the army, and gave the alarm. Imme-

feats diately the favages, rufhing down, began to fire on

them. the advanced guard, which being Supported, the enemy

1 were
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were repulfed, and recovered their heights. Under

this hill the line was obliged to march a confider-

able way. On the left there was a river, from the

oppofite banks of which a large party of Indians

fired brifkly on the troops as they advanced. Co-

lonel Grant ordered a party to march up the hill

and drive the enemy from the heights, while the

line faced about and gave their whole charge to the

Indians that annoyed them from the fide of the river.

The engagement became general, and the favages

feemed determined obflinately to difpute the lower

grounds, while thole on the hill were diilodged only

to return with redoubled ardour to the charge. The

iituation of the troops was in feveral refpetts deplo-

rable ; fatigued by a tedious march, in rainy wea-

ther, furrounded with woods, fo that they could not

difcern the enemy, galled by the fcattered fire of fa-

vages, who when preiTed always kept aloof, but ral-

lied again and again, and returned to the ground.

No fooner did the army gain an advantage over

them in one quarter, than they appeared in another.

While the attention of the commander was occupied

in driving the enemy from their lurking-place on the

river's fide, the rear was attacked, and fo vigorous

an effort made for the flour and cattle, that he was

obliged to order a party back to the relief of the rear-

guard. From eight o'clock in the morning until ele-

ven the favages continued to keep up an irregular and

incefTant fire, fometimes from one place and fome-

times from another, while the woods refounded with

hideous fhouts and yells, to intimidate the troops. Defeats

At length the Cherokees gave way, and, being pur-
jeftroy*

fued for fome time, popping (hots continued till their

two o'clock, when they difappeared, WhatTofs the towns '

Vol. II. I i enemy
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enemy fuftained in this acYion we have not been

able to learn, but of Colonel Grant's army there

were between fifty and fixty men killed and wound-

ed ; and it is probable the lofs of the favages could

not be much greater, and perhaps not fo great, ow-

ing to their manner of fighting. Orders were given

not to bury the ilain, but to fink them in the river,

to prevent their being dug up from their graves and

fcalped. To provide horfes for thofe that were

wounded, feveral bags of flour were thrown into

the river. After which t&e army proceeded to Et-

choe, a pretty large Indian town, which they reach-

ed about midnight, and next day reduced to afhes.

Every other town in the middle fettlemcnts, four-

teen in number, fhared the fame fate. Their ma-

gazines and corn fields were likewife deftroyed, and

thofe miferable favages, with their families, were

driven to feek for fhelter and provifions among the

barren mountains.

It would be no eafy matter to defcribe the various

hardfhips which this little army endured in the wil-

dernefs, from heat, third, watching, danger and fa-

tigue. Thirty days did Colonel Grant continue in

the heart of the Cherokee territories, and, upon his

return to Fort Prince George, the feet and legs of

many of his army were fo mangled, and their ftrength

and fpirits fo much exhaufted, that they were utterly

unable to march farther. He refolved therefore to

encamp at that place for a while, both to refrefh his

men and wait the refolutions of the Cherokees, in

confequence of the heavy chaftifement which they had

received. Befides the numbcrlefs advantages their

country afforded for defence, it was fuppofed that

fome
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fome French officers had been among them, and

given them all the alliftance in their power. It is

true the favages fupported their attack for fome

hours with confiderable fpirit ; but being driven

from their advantageous pods and thickets they

were wholly difconccrted, and though the repulfe

was far from being decifive, yet after this engage-

ment they returned no more to the charge, but

remained the tame fpeclators of their towns in

flames, and their country laid defolate.

Such engagements in Europe would be confider-

ed as trifling fkirmi fries, fcarcely worthy of relation,

but in America a great deal is often determined by

them. It is no eafy matter to defcribe the diitrefs

to which the favages were reduced by this fevere cor-

rection. Even in time of peace they are deftitute of

that forefight, in a great meafure, which provides

for future events; but in time of war, when their vil-

lages are deftroyed and their fields laid defolate, they

are reduced to extreme want. Being driven to the

barren mountains, the hunters furniihed with ammu-

nition might indeed make fome fmall provifion for

themfelves, but women, children, and old men, mud
perifh, being deprived of the means of fubii (fence.

A few days after Colonel Grant's arrival at Fort pcaCe

Prince George, Attakullakulla, attended by feveral with tig

chieftains, came to his camp, and expreffed a defire

of peace. Severely had they fuffered for breaking

their alliance with Britain, and giving ear to the de-

ceitful promifes of France. Convinced at laft of

the weaknefs and perfidy of the French, who were

neither able to affift them in time of war, nor fupply

I i 2 their

Kee*
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their wants in time of peace, they refolved to re-

nounce all connection with them for ever. Ac-

cordingly terms of peace were drawn up and pro-

posed, which were no lefs honourable to Colonel

Grant than advantageous to the province. The dif-

ferent articles being read and interpreted, Attakulla-

kulla agreed to them all excepting one, by which it

was demanded, That four Cherokee Indians be deli-

vered up to Colonel Grant at Fort Prince George,

to be put to death in the front of his camp ; or four

green fcalps be brought to him in the fpace of twelve

nights. The warrior having no authority from his

nation, declared he could not agree to this article,

and therefore the Colonel fent him to Charleftown,

to fee whether the Lieutenant-Governor would confent

to mitigate the rigour of it.

Accordingly Attakullakulla and the other

chieftains, being furnifhed with a fafeguard, fet out

for Charleftown to hold a conference with Mr, Bull,

who, on their arrival, called a council to meet

at Afhley Ferry, and then fpoke to the following ef-

fe€fe.
(C Attakullakulla, I am glad to fee you, and

" as I have always heard of your good behaviour,

" that you have been a good friend to the Englifh,

" I take you by the hand, and not only you but all

<c thofe with you alfo, as a pledge for their fecurity

" whilft under my protection. Colonel Grant ac-

cc quaints me that you have applied for pea^ce ; now
" that you are come, 1 have met with my beloved

* c men to hear what you have to fay, and my ears

w are open for that purpofe " Then a fire was kin-

dled, the pipe of peace was lighted, and all fmoked

together
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together for fome time in great filence and fole ni-

nny.

Thf.n Attakullakulla arofe, and addreffed the Lieu-

tenant-Governor and Council to the following effecl.

" It is a great while fince I lad faw your honour

;

" now I am glad to fee you, and all the beloved

" men prefent—I am come to you as a meifenger

" from the whole nation— 1 have now feen you,

" fmoked with you, and hope we (hall live together

" as brothers.—When I came to Keowee, Colonel
<c Grant fent me to you—You live at the water fide,

" and are in light-—We are in darknefs, but hope
" all will be yet clear with us.—I have been con-

" ftantly going about doing good, and though I am
" tired, yet I am come to fee what can be done for

" my people, who are in great diftrefs." Here he

produced the firings of wampum he had received

from the different towns, denoting their earneft de-

fire of peace ; and then added, " As to what has

" happened, I believe it has been ordered by our
" Father above.—We are of a different colour from
*' the white people—They are fuperior to us—But
<c one God is father of all, and we hope what is

* c pad will be forgotten,—God Almighty made all

" people—There is not a day but fome are coming
" into, and others are going out of, the world.

—

" The great King told me the path mould never be
" crooked, but open for every one to pafs and re-

" pafs.— As we all live in one land, I hope we mail
* c

all live as one people." After which peace was

formally ratified and confirmed by both parties, and

their former friendfhip being renewed, all hoped ftiat

it

253
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it would laft as long as the fun {hall fhine and the

rivers run.

Thus ended the Cherokee war, which was among
the lalt humbling ftrokes given to the expiring power

of France in North America, and Colonel Grant re-

A quarrel turned to Charleftown to wait further orders. But

the^com-
no ^ooner was peace concluded, and the province

manding fecured againft external enemies, than an unhappy
•fficers.

difference broke out between the two principal com-

manders of the regular and provincial forces. Colonel

Grant, a native of Scotland, was naturally of an high

fpirit, to which he added that pride of rank which he

held among thofe Britifh foldiers who had carried their

arms triumphant through the continent. During this

expedition it is probable that he fcorned to afk the ad-

vice of a provincial officer, whom he deemed an im-

proper judge of military operations, and claimed the

chief glory of having reftored peace to the province.

Colonel Middleton was equally warm and proud, and

confidering fuch neglect as an affront, refented it, and

while fome reflections were caft upon the provincial

troops, being the chief in command, he thought him-

felf bound to ftand forth as a champion for the ho-

nour of the province. This ill-humour, which ap-

peared between the officers on their return to Charles-

town, was encouraged and fomented by perfons

delighting in broils, who, by malicious furmifes and

falfe reports, helped to widen the difference. The dif-

pute became ferious, and was carried on for fome time

in the public papers by mutual charges of mifconduct,

and at length terminated in a duel. Mr. Middleton

called out Colonel Grant to the fingle combat, after

they had both given the befl proof of their courage

againft
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againft the common enemy. The duel, however,

happily terminated without bloodfhed, and not a little

to the credit of the Scots officer, though his antago-

nift fhewed no lefs fpirit in the field of honour, falfe-

ly fo called, than in defence of his country. The

citizens of Charleftown feemed interefted in the dis-

pute, and each fpoke of the conduct of the two offi-

cers as they were differently affected. Indeed, how-

ever much we may applaud the brave man who is

fir(l in the field in defence of bis country, with juttice

we with-hcld our praifes from him that is firft at the

Tingle combat with a private friend. Colonel Grant,

with great reafon, confidered fuch treatment, after

having brought the enemies of the colony to the molt

advantageous terms of peace, as a bafe recompence

for his fervices. From this period a party- fpirit ap-

peared in Carolina. All the malicious afperfions and

inflammatory accufations againft the inhabitants of

North Britain, which were at this time wantonly and

wickedly publifhed in England, were greedily fwai-

lowed by one party in the province, and indudri-

ouily propagated. Prejudices were contracted, che-

riihed, and unhappily gained ground a-nong the peo-

ple. Terms of reproach and abufe were collected

from thofe factious publications in London, and pour-

ed indiscriminately upon all the natives of Scotland,

who were by no means backward in retorting the

abufe. In a growing province, where the utmoit

harmony and liberality of fentiment ought to have

been chcrifhed by all, as the moil certain means of

promoting the public ftrength and profperity, fuch a

party-fpirit was attended, as might have been expect-

ed, with the mofl pernicious confequence.

I HAVI

•55
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A whirl- I have already obfcrved, that the province is fub-

Ch^-lef
je& to whirlwinds, Specially among the hills in the

town. back country ; but this year one of thofe, which was

indeed the mod violent and dreadful that had ever

been known, pafied Charleftown in the month of May.

It appeared at fir ft to the weft of the town, like a large

column of fmoke, approaching faft in an irregular

direction. The vapour of which it was cempofed

refembled clouds rolling one over another in violent

tumult and agitation, afiuming at one time a dark,

at another a bright flaming colour. Its motion was

exceedingly fwift and crooked. -As it approached the

inhabitants were alarmed with an uncommon found,

like the continual roaring of diftant thunder, or the

noife made by a ftormy fea beating upon the more,

which brought numbers of people to witnefs the

dreadful phenomenon. While it pafied down Afhley

river, fuch was its incredible velocity and force, that

it plowed the waters to the bottom, and laid the chan-

nel bare. The town narrowly and providentially efca-

ped. but it threatened deftruction to a fleet confid-

ing of no lefs than forty fail of loaded fhips, lying

at anchor in Rebellion road, about four miles below

the towm, and waiting a fair wind to fail ior England.

When it reached the fleet, five vefiels were funk in

an inftant by it, and his Majefty's fhip the Dolphin,

with eleven others, were difmafted. Such was the

fituation of the fleet, and fo rapid was the motion of

the whirlwind, that though the feamen obferved it

approaching, it v/as impofiible to provide againft it.

In its oblique courfe it (truck only a part of the fleet,

and the damage, though computed at L. 20,000 fter-

ling, was by no means fo great as might have been

exoected. Nor were many lives loft, for the channel

1 of
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of the river not being very deep, while the fhips fat

down in the mud and were covered by the waves,

the failors faved themfelves by running up the ihrouds.

The whirlwind paifed the town a little before three

o'clock, and before four the fky was fo clear and fe-

rene, that we could fcarcely have believed fuch a

dreadful fcene had been exhibited, had it not left

many finking proofs behind it. Its route was not

only marked in the woods, having levelled the lof-

tiefl trees, or fwept them away before it like chaff*

but its effects were vifible in the fleet, by the num-
ber of veffels funk and difmafted.

It has been alfo remarked, that the province is

fubject to violent ftorms of lightning and thunder

throughout the year ; but from the end of April

until October they are very frequent and terrible.

There are few nights during the fummer in which

lighting is not vifible in fome part of the horizon.

Sometimes indeed thofe ftorms are of fliort duration,

particularly when they come attended with brifk

gales of wind ; but when that is not the cafe, they

will often lad for four or five hours. While the

clouds are gathering, it is furprifing how quickly

the atmofphere, which was formerly ferene, will be

covered with darknefs. To the inhabitants, accuf-

tomed to view fuch appearances, the thunder-fhower

is rather welcome than alarming, as it cools the air

and earth, and enables them to live comfortably du-

ring the remainder of the day; but to every ftranger

it is exceedingly grand and awful. As the flafhes of

lightning from the clouds commonly flrike the high-

eft objects, and the whole country is covered with

woods, the fury of the ftorm for the mod part falls

Vol. II. K k upon
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upon them, and its amazing effects are vifible ffolri

the yaft number of blafted trees every where appear-

ing throughout the forefl. The country being as yet

but thinly peopled, the inhabitants do not fuffer fo fe-

verely as might be expected, confidering the violence

of thefe florins
;
yet few years pafs without fome ac-

cidents from lightning. I never knew more than five

houfes in the town, but others have obferved nine, two

churches and five mips (truck with lightning during

one thunder-mower. Such dorms often occafion con-

fiderable damage, particularly to the (hips in the har-

bour;, and fometimes they are attended with mowers

of hail, or rather folid pieces of ice, which fall with

fuch force as to beat down the corn in the fields, to

break glafs windows, and occafion danger to children

cxpofed to them. But fince the inhabitants have

found out the method of erecYing iron rods on their

houfes, lefs damage has been done to them, and few-

er lives have been loft by lightning in this province.

The climate of Georgia, like that of Carolina, is

Of the more mild and pleafant in the inland than maritime

parts. Governor Ellis has left us the following account

of the heat of the fummer at Savanna. In the 7th of

Julyj while he was writing in his piazza, which was

open at each end, he fays the mercury in Fahrenheit's

thermometer flood at 102 in the (hade. Twice had it

rifen to that height during the fummer, feveral times to

100, and for many days together to 98 $ and in the

night did not fink below 89. He thought it high-

ly probable, that the inhabitants of Savanna breath-

ed a hotter air than any other people upon earth.

The town being fituated on a fandy eminence, the

reflection from the dry fand, when there is little or

heat at

Savanna.
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bo agitation in the air, greatly increafes the heat

;

for by walking an hundred yards from his houfe

upon the fand, under his umbrella, with the ther-

mometer fufpended by a thread to the height of his

noftrils, the mercury rofe to 105. The fame ther-

mometer he had with him in the equatorial parts of

Africa, in Jamaica, and in the Leeward Iilands
;
yet

by his journals he found that it had never in any of

thefe places rifen fo high. Its general ftation was

between 79 and 86. He acknowledges, however, that

he felt thofe degrees of heat in a moid: air more dif-

agreeable than at Savanna, when the thermometer

flood at 8 1 in his cellar, at 1 02 in the ftorey above

it, and in the upper ltorey of his houfe at 105. On
the ioth of December the mercury was up at 86,

on the nth down as low as $8, on the fame inftru-

ment. Such hidden and violent changes, efpecially

when they happen frequently, mud make havock of

the human conftitution
;
yet he aflerts that few peo-

ple die at Savanna out of the ordinary courfe, though

many were working in the open air, expofed to the

fun during this extreme heat.—As this governor was

a man of fenfe and erudition, and no doubt made his

obfervations with great accuracy, we mall not pre-

fume to call in queftion the facls he relates ; but we
muft fay, we never faw the mercury rife fo high in

the (hade at Charleftown, and believe it very feldom

happens to do fo in Georgia. We may add, that

fuch is the fituation of Savanna, furrounded with low

and marfhy lands, and fo hidden and great are the

changes in the weather there, as well as in Carolina,

that the maritime parts of both provinces muft be

ranked among the mod unhealthy climates in the

world.

Kk2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XL

HE peace of Paris, though condemned by A peace,

many in England as inadequate to the ama-
^

nd lts

zing iucceis that attended the Britim arms during fc$s re.

the bloody war, and below the expectation of the fpe&ing

Britim nation, unqueftionably placed America in the

moft advantageous fituation. As the flames of war

firfl kindled in that continent, by a conteft about the

limits of the Britifh and French territories, to pre-

vent all difputes of this kind for the future was made

one of the firft objects of attention in framing a treaty

of peace. By the leventh article of this treaty it was

agreed, " That, for the future, the confines between

" the dominions of his Britannic Majefty and thofe

" of his mod Chriftian Majefty in that part of the

" world mould be fixed irrevocably, by a line drawn
66 along the middle of the river Mifliflippi, from its

" fource to the river Iberville, and from thence by
* c a line drawn along the middle of the river and the

" lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the fea."

By the twentieth article, " His Catholic Majefty ce-

^ ded and guarantied in full right to his Britannic;

" Majefty, Florida, with Fort Auguftine and the

<c Bay of Penfacola, as well as all that Spain pofTefT-

" ed on the continent of North America to the eaft

* c or fouth-eaft of the river Miftiiiippi, and in gene-

" ral every thing depending on the faid countries
<c and lands, with the fovereignty, property, pofTef-

" fion, and all rights acquired by treaties or other-

<c wife, which the Catholic King and the Crown of

« Spain
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" Spain have had till now over the faid countries*

u lands, places, and other inhabitants." By thefe

articles the fouthern provinces were rendered per-

fe&ly iecure, and, confidering the nature of the

country, no frontiers could be more diftinftly de-

fined.

But as the French colonies in the northern di-

flrict had been the chief feat of war, the conqueflr

of which had occafioned fuch an immenfe wade

of blood and treafure to Britain, it was alfo judg-

ed proper to guard againft the return of any dan-

ger on that fide. Experience had fhewn the na-

tion, that while France pofTeiTes a fingle ftrong-

hold on that continent, the Britifli fubje&s could

never enjoy perfed repofe, but mud: be in danger

of being again plunged into thofe calamities from

which they had been with fo much difficulty delivered.

Therefore it was determined to remove this ambiti*

ous and enterprifing enemy entirely from the neigh-

bourhood of thefe colonies, and fccure them beyond

a poflibiiity of future moleftation. Accordingly, by

the fourth article of the treaty, " His mod Chriftian

" Majcfty renounced all pretenfions which he had

** heretofore formed, or might form, to Nova Sco-

u tia, or Acadia, in all its parts, and guarantied the

< c whole of it, with all its dependencies, to the King

" of Great Britain ; as alfo Canada, with all its de-

" pendencies; Cape Breton, and all the other iflands

" and coafts in the Gulf of St. Laurence, and every

<c thing that depends on thefe countries, iflands,

" lands, places and coafts, and their inhabitants

;

V fo that the raoft Chriftian King ceded and made

f over the whole to the faid King and Crown of

" Great
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<u Great Britain, and that in the moft ample manner
u and form, without reftricYion, and without any li-

c< berty to depart from faid ceffion and guaranty

" under any pretence, or to difturb Great Britain in

" the pofleflions above mentioned ; referving only

" the iiland of New Orleans, and liberty of fifhing
'"

in the Gulf of St. Laurence, which was granted^

u upon condition that the fubjecls of France do not
44 execute the faid fiihery but at the diftance of three
" leagues from all the coafts belonging to Greafc

" Britain, as well thofe of the continent as thofe of
" the iflands fituated in the Gulf of St. Laurence."

We do not pretend to pafs any judgment on the

Value of thefe conquefts in America, which were

preferred to thofe of the Weft-India iflands at the

peace. By giving up a little of the fugar trade, it

-was thought the nation loft only a luxury, and could

be fufficiently fupplied with all the fugar and rum me
wanted from the iflands which (he poflefled before

the war ; and therefore the precious conquefts in the

Weft Indies were facrificed to the fecurity of Ame-
rica. The vaft territory to the eaft and fouth-eaft of

the great river Miflillippi formed the Britifh empire

on the continent, which, for variety of climate as

well as of foil was exceeded by no empire upon

earth. As the trade of the mother country had uni-

formly inereafed with the population of her colonies,

it was hoped that by freeing them from all molefta-

tion, they muft increafe in a ftill more rapid man-

ner than they had hitherto dene, to the great ad-

vantage of Britain; for while the colonifts had liberry

t9 extend their culture to the remoteft defert, the

trade
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trade of the mother country would be increafed, her

debt diminifhed, and at the fame time the demand

for manufactures would be fo great, that all the

hands me employed would fcarcely be able to fur-

nifh the fupply. Thefe were thought to be the pro-

bable confequences which would flow from the fecu-

rity of our American colonies at the peace.

With refpect to the new acquifuions, great pains

were taken to acquire an exad knowledge of them,

not only to eftabiifh proper regulations, but alfo to render

them as ufeful and flourifhing as poiiible. They were

divided into three feparate independent governments,

which were given to officers who had diftinguifhed

themfelves during the war. The government of Eaft

ries^of
Florida was bounded to the weftward by the Gulf of

Eaft and Mexico and the river Apalachicola ; to the north by
WeftFio- a ]jne drawn from tjiat part f the above-mentioned

river where the Catabouchee and Flint rivers meet,

to the fource of St. Mary's river, and by the courfe

of the fame river to the Atlantic Ocean ; and to the

eaft and fouth by the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf

of Florida, including all iilands within fix league? of

the fca coaft. The government of Weft Florida was

bounded to the PouthWard by the Gulf of Mexico,

including all iirands within fix leagues of the fea ccaft,

from the river Apalachicola to Lake Pontchartrain
;

to the wefhvard by the faid lake, the lake Maurepas,

and the river MiffifSppi ; to the north by a line drawn

due eaft horn that part of the river Miilifiippi which

lies in thirty -one degrees of north latitude, to the

river Apalachicola, or Catabouchee ; and to the eaft

by the laid river. All the lands lying between the

i rivers
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rivers Alatamaha and St. Mary's were annexed to

the province of Georgia.

- The pofleflion of tliefc twro provinces of Eaft and The fou-

Florida, though of themfelves little better than thcrnpro-

,.
, r , vlncesleft

an immense waite, was or great importance to the fecure,

iring provhi'Ces of Georgia and Carolina.

It rdbb ' of a ftrong-hold from which

they could fend out an armed force and harafs thefe

provinces, and of an eafy avenue through which the'y

had often invaded them. It removed troublefome

neighbours out of their way, who had often ihfti-

£at '

I ivages againlt them, and made Ausmftitre

an ai flaves. It opened (bine conve-

nient porta for trade With Britain and the Wed Indies,

and for frnnoyind Freficri and Spat tps coming

through the Gulf of Florida, in cafe or any future

rupture. It formed a ftfbttg frontier to the Britifh

dominions in that quarter, and furni'hed an immenfe

track of imnroveable land for reduced officers, fol-

diers, and others, to fettle and cultivate.

To teftify the high fenfe his Majefty had of the con- Encou-

duc~t and bravery of his officers and foldiers during-
ragement

, ° given to
the late war, and to encourage the iettlement of the reduced

colonies, tracks of land were offered them as the re- officers

wards of their fervices. Orders were given to the diers.

governors on the continent, to grant, without fee or

reward, five thoufand acres to every field officer who
had ferved in America, three thoufand to every cap-

tain, two thoufand to every fubaltern, two hundred

to every non-commifTioned officer, and fifty to every

private man; free of quit rents for ten years, but

iubject, at the expiration oi that term, to the fame

Vol. II. L, I moderate
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moderate quit-rents as the lands in the other provin-

ces, and to the fame conditions of cultivation and im-

provement. In the new colonies, for the encourage-

ment of the people, they were to be allowed civil efta-

blifhments, fimilar to thofe of the other royal govern-

ments on the continent, fo foon as their circumftances

would admit, and the fame provifion was made for the

fecurity of their lives, liberties and properties under

the new as under the old governments.

No province on the continent felt the happy effects

Georgia Gf tn j s public fecurity fooner than the province of

flourifh.
Georgia, which had long flruggled under many diffi-

culties, arifing from the want of credit from friends,

and the frequent moleftations of enemies. During

the late war the government had been given to

James Wright, who wanted neither wifdom to difcern,

nor refolution to purfue, the mod effectual means for

its improvement. While he proved a father to the

people and governed the province with juftice and

equity, he difcovered at the fame time the excellence

of its low lands and river fwamps, by the proper ma-

nagement and diligent cultivation of which he acqui-

red in a few years a plentiful fortune. His example

and fucceis gave vigour to induftry, and promoted a

fpirit of emulation among the planters for improve-

ment. The rich lands were fought for with that

zeal, and cleared with that ardour, which the pro-

fpect of riches naturally infpired. The Britifli mer-

chants obferving the province fafe, and advancing to

a hopeful and flourifhing ftate, were no longer back-

ward in extending credit to it, but fupplied it with ne-

groes, and goods of Britifli manufacture, with equal

freedom as the other provinces on that continent.

The
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The planters no fooner got the ftrength ofAfrica to afe

fill them than they laboured with fuccefs, and the lands

every year yielded greater and greater increafe. The

trade of the province kept pace with its progrefs in cul-

tivation. The rich fwamps attracted the attention not

only of Grangers, but even of the planters of Carolina,

who had been accuftomed to treat their poor neigh-

bours with the utmoft contempt, feveral of whom fold

their eftates in that colony, and moved with their fami-

lies and effects to Georgia. Many fettlements were

made by Carolineans about Sunbury, and upon the

great river AJatamaha. The price of produce at Sa-

vanna arofe as the quantity increafed, a circumftance

which contributed much to the improvement of the

country. The planters fituated on the oppofite fide of

Savanna river found in the capital of Georgia a conve-

nient and excellent market for their flaple commodi-

ties. In fhort, from this period the rice, indigo and

naval {lores of Georgia arrived at the markets in Eu-

rope in equal excellence and perfection, and, in pro-

portion to its ftrength, in equal quantities with thofe

of its more powerful and opulent neighbours in Ca-

rolina. To form a judgment of the progrefs of the

colony, we need only attend to its exports. In the

year 1763, the exports of Georgia confilted of 7500
barrels of rice, 9633 libs, of indigo, 1250 bufhels of

Indian corn, which, together with deer and beaver

fkins, naval ftores, provifions. timber, &c. amounted

to no more than L. 27.021 flerling ; but afterwards

the colony thrived and increafed in a manner fo rapid,

that, in the year 1773, it exported. flaple commodi-

ties to the value of L. 121,677 fteiiing.

No lefs favourable and happy were the bleflings of

peace and fecurhy to their neighbours of Carolina;

L 1 2 for
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for never did any country flourim and profper in a

more aftoriifhing degree than this province has done

fince the conclufion of the late war. The govern-

ment had been given to Thomas Boone, who had a

good talent for buhnefs, and both knowledge and

ability equal to the important trull. The French

and Spaniards being removed out of the way, the

progrefs of the colony in improvement was no more
A plan retarded by any moleitation from them. The af-

for°^n-
fembly appropriated a large fund for bounties to fo-

couraging reign Protectants, and fuch induftrious poor people of
emigra-

Britain and Ireland as mould refort to the province
tions to r

Carolina, within three years, and fettle on the inland parts.

Two towhfhips, each containing 48,000 acres, were

laid out: one on the river Savanna, called Mecklen-

burgh,and the other on the waters of Santee at Long

Canes, called Londonderry; to be divided among
emigrants, allowing one hundred acres for every man*

and fifty for every woman and child, that ihould come
and fettle in the back woods. The face of the coun-

try in thofe interior parts is variable and beautiful, and

being compofed of hills and vallies, rocks and rivers,

there is not that flagnation in the air, which is fo ex-

ceedingly hurtful to the human conftitution in the flat

marfhy parts of the province, The hills occafion an

agitation in the atmofphere, and by collecting the air

in dreams, thefe run along the earth in pleafant

breezes, and mitigate the rigour of the hot fea-

fbn. The climate in thofe inland parts is not only

more mild and wholcfome, but the foil, particularly

in the valiies, which are covered with lofty trees and

luxuriant bullies, is exceedingly fertile, and promifed

in the amplefl manner to reward the induftrious la-

bourer. I n confluence of this encouragement offer-

ed, it was hoped that multitudes would refort to Ca-

rolina,
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rolina, and fettle thoie extenfive and fruitful territo-

ries in the back woods, by which means the frontiers

of the province wculd be itrengthened
3

its produce

increafed, and its trade enlarged.

Not long after this a remarkable affair happened in A num.

permany, by which Carolina received a great acquifi- ^
'

ines

tion. One Stumpel, who had been an ofiicer in the feduced

King of Pruffia's fervice, being reduced at the peace, intoEng-
.

" "

. land,
applied to the Britim minift.ry for a tract of land in

America, and having got fome encourage ment re-

turned to Germany, where, by deceitful promifes, he

ieduced between five and fix hundred ignorant people

from their native country. When thefe poor Pala-

tines arrived in England, the officer finding himfelf

unable to perform his promifes, fled, leaving them in

a ftrange land, without money, without friends, ex-

pofed in the open fields, and ready to perilh through

want. While they were in this ftarving condition,

and knew no perfon to whom they could apply for

relief, a humane clergyman, who came from the fame

country, took compaifion on them, and publifned

their deplorable cafe in the news-papers. He plead-

ed for the mercy and protection of government to

them, until an opportunity might offer of tranfport-

ing them to fome of the Britifh colonies, where he

hoped they would prove ufeful fubjects, and in time

give their benefactors ample proofs of their gratitude

and aifecYion. No fooner did their unhappy fituation

reach the ears of a great perfonage, than he imme-

diately let an example to his fubjecls, which ferved

both to warm their hearts and open their hands for

the relief of their diftreffed fellow-creatures. A
bounty of three hundred pounds was allowed them;

tents were ordered from the Tower for the accom-

modation
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modation of fuch as had paid their pafTage and been,

permitted to come afhore ; money was fent for the

relief of thofe that were confined on board. The
public-fpirited citizens of London, famous for acts

of beneficence and charity, afibciated, and chofe a

committee on purpofe to raife money for the relief of

thefe poor Palatines. A phyfician, a furgeon, and

man-midwife, generoufly undertook to attend the fick

gratis. From different quarters benefactions were

fent to the committee, and in a few days thofe un-

fortunate flrangers, from the depth of indigence and

diftrefs, were raifed to comfortable circumftances.

The committe finding the money received more than

fufficient to relieve their prefent diftrefs, applied to

his Majefty to know his royal pleafure with refpecl

to the future difpofal of the German Proteftants.

His Majefty, fenfible that his colony of South Caro-

lina had not its proportion of white inhabitants, and

having exprefled a particular attachment to it, figni-

fied his defire of tranfporting them to that province.

Another motive for fending them to Carolina was the

bounty allowed to foreign Proteftants by the provincial

aflembly, fo that when their fource of relief from Eng-

land mould be exhaufted, another would open after

their arrival in that province, which would help them

to furmount the difficulties attending the firft ftate of

cultivation.

Sent into Accordingly preparations were made for fend-

Carolina. *mg the Germans to South Carolina. When the news

was communicated to them -they rejoiced, not only

becaufe they were to go to one of the moft fertile

and flourifhing provinces on the continent, but alfo

becaufe many of them had friends and countrymen

before them. Two fhips, of two hundred tons

each,
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each, were provided for their accommodation, and

provisions of all kinds laid in for the voyage. An
hundred and fifty Hand of arms were ordered from

the Tower, and given them by his Majefty for their

defence after their arrival in America ; all which

deferve to be recorded for the honour of the Britifli

nation, which has at diiferent times fet before the

world many noble examples of benevolence. Every

thing being ready for their embarkation, the Pala-

tines broke up their camp in the fields behind White-

Chapel, and proceeded to the mips attended by fevc-

ral of their benefactors ; of whom they took their

leave with fongs of praife to God in their mouths,

and tears of gratitude in their eyes,

In the month of April, 1764, they arrived at

Charleftown, and prefented a letter from the Lords

Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations to Governor

Boone, acquainting him that his Majefty had been

pleafed to take the poor Palatines under his royal

care and protection, and as many of them were ver-

fed in the culture of filks and vines, had ordered

that a fettlement be provided for them in Carolina**

in a fituation mod proper for thefe purp'ofes. Though
their fettlement met with fom'e obflruttions from a

difpute fubfifting at that time between the Governor

and Affembly about certain privileges of the houfe

;

yet the latter could not help confidering themfelves as

laid under the ftrongeft obligations to make provifion

for fo many ufeful fettlers. Accordingly, in imitation

of the noble example fet before them in London, they

voted five hundred pounds fterling to be diftributed

among the Palatines, according to the directions of the

Lieutenant-Governor, and their neceflities. That they

might be fettled in a body, one of the two townfhips,

called
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And fet- called Londonderry, was allotted for them, and di-

London- V1ded in the mod equitable manne. into fmall tracts,

den)-. for the accommodation of each family. Captain Cal-

houn, with a detachment of the rangers, had orders

to meet them by the way, and conduct them to the

place where their town was to be built, and all pof-

fible afiiftance was given towards promoting their

fpeedy and comfortable fettlemferitl

Besides foreign Protectants, feveral perfons from

England and Scotland reforted to Carolina after the

peace. But of all other countries none has furnifhed the

Some e- province with fo many inhabitants as Ireland. In the
migrate

northern counties of that kingdom the fpirit of emigra-
trom fin- o * Q
tain, and tion feized the people to fuch a degree, that it threat-

mult1 ' ened ahnoft a total depopulation. Such multitudes of

from Ire- hufbandmen, labourers and manufacturers flocked o-

land. ver the Atlantic, that the landlords began to be alarm-

ed, and to concert ways and means for preventing the

growing evil. Scarce a fhip failed for any of the planta-

tions that was not crowded with men, women and chil-

dren. But the bounty allowed new fettlers in Carolina

proved a great encouragement, and induced numbers

of thefe people, notwithftanditig the feverity of the cli-

mate, to refort to that province. The merchants find-

ing this bounty equivalent to the expences of the paf-

fage, from avaricious motives perfuaded the people

to embark i'ov Carolina, and often crammed fuch

numbers of them into their fliips that they were in

danger of being ilii'led during the paflage, and fome-

times were lauded in fuch a ilarvcd and iickly con-

dition, that numbers of them died before they left

Charleftown. Many caufes may be ailigned for this

fpirit of emigration that prevailed fo much in Ire-

land : fume, no doubt, emigrated from a natural

i rcftlcil-
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reftleftnefs of temper, and a defire of roving abroad,

without any fixed object in view. Others were en-

ticed over by flattering promifes from their friends

and relations, who had gone before them. But of

all other caufes of emigration opprefnon at home
was the mod powerful, and prevalent. Mod men
have a natural fondnefs and partiality for their na-

tive country, and leave it with reluctance while they

are able to earn a comfortable livelihood in it. That

fpot where they firft drew the breath of life, that

fociety in which they fpent the gay feafon of youth,

the religion, the manners and cuftoms of thofe a-

mong whom they were educated, all confpire to af-

fect the heart, and endear their native country to

them. But poverty and oppreffion will break through

every natural tie and endearment, and compel men
to rove abroad in fearch of fome afylum againft

domeflic hardfhip. Hence it happened that many
poor people forfook their native land, and preferred

the burning Iky and unwholefome climate of Caroli-

na, to the temperate and mild air of their mother

country. The fuccefs that attended fome friends who
had gone before them being alfo induftriouily pub-

lifhed in Ireland, and with all the exaggerations of

travellers, gave vigour to the fpirit of adventure, and

induced multitudes to follow their countrymen, and

run all hazards abroad, rather than fiarve at home.

Government winked at thofe emigrations, and every

year brought frefh firength to Carolina, infomuch

that the lands in Ireland were in danger of lying

wade for want of labourers, and the manufactures

of dwindling into nothing.

Vol. II. M m Nor
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Andfrom Nor. were thefe the only fources from which

then^co- Carolina, at this time, derived ftrength and an

Ionics, increafe of population. For, notwithstanding the
rciort to

Ta fl. cxtcnt f territory whieh the provinces 'of Vir-
Larohna. . . . .

ginia and Pennsylvania contained, yet fuch was the

nature of the country, that a fcarcity of improveable

lands began to be felt in thefe colonies, and poor

people could not tind fpots in them unoccupied equal

to their expectations. Moil of the richell vallies in

thefe more populous provinces lying to the eafl of the

Alleganny mountains were either under patent or oc-

cupied, and, by the royal proclamation at the peace,

no fettlements were allowed to extend beyond the

fources of the rivers which empty themfclves into

the Atlantic. In Carolina the cafe was different, for

there large tracks of the bed lands as yet lay wafte,

which proved a great temptation to the northern colo-

nics to migrate to the fouth. Accordingly, about

this time above a thoufand families, with their ef-

fects, in the fpace of one year reforted to Carolina,

driving their cattle, hogs and horfes over land be-

fore them. Lands were allotted them on the fron-

tiers, and moil of them being only entitled to fmall

tracks, fuch as one, two or three hundred acres, the

back fettlements by this means foon became the mod

populous parts of the province. The frontiers were

not only (lengthened and fecured by new fettlers,

but the old ones on the maritime parts began alfo to

ilretch backward and fpread their branches, in con-

fequence of which the demand for lands in the inte-

rior parts every year increafed. The Governor and

Council met once a-month for the purpofe of grant-

ing lands and hguing patents, and it is incredible

what numbers of people attended thole meetings in

order to obtain them ; fo that, from the time in which

America
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America was fecured by the peace, Carolina made
rapid progrefs in population, wealth and trade, which

will farther appear when we come particularly to con-

fider its advanced (late and annual exports.

In1 proportion as the province increafed in the num. Regula-

ber of white inhabitants, its danger from the favage J^urin^
tribes grew lefs alarming. But to prevent any molef- the pres-

tation from Indians, and eftablifh the peace of the
vm

.

ces a "

colonies on the mod lading foundation, his Majefly, 5[ans#

by his royal proclamations after the peace, took care

to fix the boundaries of their hunting lands, in as

clear a manner as the nature of the country would

admit. No fettlements were allowed to extend

any farther backward upon the Indian territories,

than the fources of thofe great rivers which fall into

the Atlantic Ocean, and all Britifn fubjecls who had

fettled beyond thefe limits were ordered to remove.

In this reflection his Majefly evidently made a di-

ftincYion between the rights of fovereignty and thofe

of property ; having excluded his governors from all

manner of jurifdiclion over thofe lands which were

not fpecified within the limits of their refpeclive pro-

vinces. All private fubjecls were prohibited from

purchafing lands from Indians; but ir the latter (riould

at any time be inclined to difpofe of their property, it

mull for the future be done to the King, by the general

confent of their nation, and at a public affembly held by

Britifh governors for that purpofe. AH traders were ob-

liged to take out licences from their refpeclive gover-

nors for carrying on commerce with Indian nations.

Such regulations were in many refpecls ufeful and

necetfary ; for the French and Spaniards being ex-

M m 2 eluded,



276 THE HISTORY OF

John
Stuart

made fu-

perinten-

dant for

Indian

affairs.

eluded, it only remained to guard the provinces againft

the danger arifing from Indians. And as they were

liable to much abufe and oppreffion from private tra-

ders, it was thought necefTary that the office of a

fuperintendant mould be continued for the fouthern

as well as the northern diftrict of America. Ac-

cordingly this office was given to Captain John

Stuart, who was in every refpecr. well qualified for

the truft. Attakullakulla had fignified to the Gover-

nor and Council, after the Cherokee war, that the

province would receire no moleftation from Indians

were this officer appointed to refide among them,

and to advife and direct them. The AlTembly had

not only thanked him for his good conduct and great

perfeverance at Fort Loudon, and rewarded him with

fifteen hundred pounds currency, but alfo recom-

mended him to the Governor as a perfon worthy of

preferment in the fervice of" the province. After his

commiffion arrived from the King, the Carolineans

rejoiced, and promifed themfelves for the future

great tranquillity and happinefs. Plans of lenity-

were likewife adopted by government with refpect to,

thofe Indian tribes, and every poffible precaution was

taken to guard them againft oppreffion, and prevent

any rupture with them. Experience had (hewn that

rigorous meafures, fuch as humbling them by force

of arms, were not only very expenfive and bloody,

but difagreeable to a humane and generous nation,

and feldom accompanied with any good effects. Such

ill treatment rendered the favages cruel, fufpicious

and diflrullful, and prepared them for renewing hof-

tilities, by keeping alive their ferocious and warlike

fpirit. Their extirpation, even though it could eafily

\>c comnleated, would be a cruel act, and all the while

the
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the growth and profperity of the fettle merits would be

much retarded by the attempt. Whereas, by treat-

ing Indians with gentlenefs and humanity, it was

thought they would by degrees lofe their favage fpi-

rit, and become more harmlefs and civilized. It

was hoped that by eftabliuYmg a fair and free trade

with them, their rude temper would in time be fof-

tened, their manners altered, and their wants in-

creafed ; and inltead of implacable enemies, ever

bent on deftruction, they might be rendered good

allies, both ufeful and beneficial to the trade of the

nation.

It has been remarked, that thofe Indians on the Decreafe

continent of America, who were at the time of its
of Indl

:
ans, and

difcovery a numerous and formidable people, have thecaufcs

iince that period been conftantly decreafing, and °* ltm

melting away like fnow upon the mountains. For

this rapid depopulation many reafons have been af-

figned. It is well known that population every where

keeps pace with the means of fubfiftence. Even ve-

getables fpring and grow in proportion to the rich-

nefs of the foil in which they are planted, and to the

fupplies they receive from the nourifhing rains and

dews of heaven ; animals flourifh or decay according

as the means of fubfiftence abound or fail ; and as all

mankind partake of the nature of both, they alfo mul-

tiply or decreafe as they are fed, or have provifion in

plenty, luxury excluded. The Indians being driven

from their pofTeffions near the fea as the fettlements

multiplied, were robbed of many necefTaries of life,

particularly of oyllers, crabs, and fifh, with which the

maritime parts furnifhed them in great abundance,

and on which they muft have confiderably fubfifted,
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as is apparent from a view of their camps, ftill re-

maining near the fea-fhore. The women are not only

much difregarded and defpifed, but alfo naturally

lefs prolific among rude than polifhed nations. The

men being often abroad, at hunting or war, agricul-

ture, which is the chief means of fubfiftence among

a civilized people, is entirely neglected by them, and

looked upon as an occupation worthy only of women

or flaves. That abftinence and fatigue which the men

endure in their diftant excurfions, and that gluttony

and voracioufnefs in which they indulge themfelves in

the times of plenty, are equally hurtful to the confti-

tution, and productive of difeafes of different kinds.

Now that their territories are circumfcribed by nar-

rower bounds, the means of fubfiftence derived even

from game is lefs plentiful. Indeed fcanty and limited

are the provifions they raife by planting, even in the

beft feafons ; but in cafe of a failure of their crops, or

of their fields being deftroyed by enemies, they perifh

in numbers by famine. Their natural paflion for war

the firft European fettlers foon difcovered; and there-

fore turned the fury of one tribe againft another, with

a view to fave themfelves. When engaged in hoftili-

ties, they always fought not fo much to humble and

conquer, as to exterminate and deftroy. The Britifh,

the French and Spanifli nations, having planted co-

lonies in their neighbourhood, a rivalfnip for power

over them took place, and each nation having its al-

lies among the favages, was zealous and indefatigable

in infligating them againft the allies of its neighbour.

Hence a feries of bloody and dcftruclivc wars has been

carried on among thefe rude tribes, with all the rage

and rancour of implacable enemies.

But
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But famine and war, however definitive, were

not the only caufes of their rapid decay. The fiftafl-

pox having broke out among them, proved exceed-

ingly fata!, both on account of the contageous na-

ture of the diftemper, and their harm and injudici-

ous attempts to cure it by plunging themfeives into

cold rivers during the mofl violent vlages of the dif-

order. The peililence broke out among fome nations,

particularly among the Pemblicos in North Carolina,

and almoft fwept away the whole tribe. The prac-

tice of entrapping them, which was encouraged by the

firft fettlers in Carolina, and felling them for flaves

to the Weil-India planters, helped greatly to thin

their nations. Bur, of all other caufes, the intro-

duction of fpirituous liquors among them, for which

they difcovered an amazing fondnefs, has proved the

mod deftructive. Excefs and intemperance not only

undermined their conflitution, but alfo created many

quarrels, and fubjecled them to a numerous lift of

fatal difeafes, to which in former times they were en-

tire (trangers. Befides thofe Europeans engaged in

commercial bufinefs with them, generally fpeaking,

have been fo far from reforming them, by examples

of virtue and purity of manners, that they rather fer-

ved to corrupt their morals, and render them more

treacherous, diftruftful, bale and debauched than

they were before this intercourfe commenced. In

Ihort, European avarice and ambition have not only

debafed the original nature and (tern virtue of that

fav age race, fo that thofe few Indians that now re-

main have loft in a great meafure their primitive cha-

racter; but European vice and European difeafes, the

confequences of vice, have exterminated this people,

infomuch that many nations foimerly populous are to-

tally extinct, and their names entirely forgotten.

The
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Prefent The principal tribes around Carolina that now
ftate of .

Indian remain are, the Cherokees, the Catabaws, the Creeks,

nations the Chickefaws, and Choctaws, and a few others

fo th

e
tnat fcarcety deferve to be mentioned. In ij6$ the

diHrift. Cherokees, who inhabit the mountains to the north

of Charleftown, could fcarcely bring two thoufand

men to the field. The Catabaws have fifteen miles

fquare allotted them for hunting lands, about two

hundred miles north of Charleftown, with Britifh

fettlements all around them ; but they are fo much
reduced by a long war with the Five Nations, that

they could not mufter one hundred and fifty warriors.

The Creeks inhabit a fine country on the fouth-weft,

between four and five hundred miles diftant from

Charleftown, and the number of both the Upper and

Lower nations does not exceed two thoufand gun-men.

The Chickefaw towns lie about fix hundred miles due

weft from Charleftown, but the nation cannot fend

three hundred warriors to the field, owing to the in-

ceffant wars which they have carried on againft the

French, by which their number has been greatly di-

minifhed. The Cho&aws are at leaft feven hundred

miles weft- fouth-weft from Charleftown, and have be-

tween three and four thoufand gun- men; and as their

fettlements border on Weft Florida, the greateft part

of them till the late peace remained allies of France.

But as thefe artful and infinuating rivals were removed

out of the way, and the Britifh government had adop-

ted prudent plans of civilizing and managing thofe bar-

barous nations, the colonies for the future were in a

great meafure freed from all apprehenfions of danger

from them. I (hall therefore conclude my obferva-

tions refpecting Indians with a fpeech of Mr. Stuart

the fuperintendant, delivered at a general congrefs held

in



SOUTH CAROLINA. 281

in Mobile, at which Governor Johnftone and many
Britifh officers and foldiers attended. For as he was

fo well acquainted with the humours, tempers arid

characters of thefe tribes, this fpeech, in which is ex-

hibited a good fpecimen of the language and manner

proper for addreffing barbarous nations, may not be

unworthy of the reader's attention.

" Friends and brothers, the Supreme Being who Mr. Stu-

" made the world and all its inhabitants, has been ?
rt

'

s
,

firft

ipeech to
" pleafed to permit many great warriors of the Britiih the Indi-

" and Indian nations to meet together in peace. The ans at

„. . . . . . . r ,,
'

, - . . Mobile.
" great King, who is the lather or all white people in

" Great Britain and America, and defends them from
" danger, this day firetches out his arms to receive

" his red children into favour. He has been pleafed to

" appoint me fuperintendent of the affairs of all Indian

" nations to the fouthward of Virginia. In his name
" I fpeak to you, and as the words you hear are his

" words, I liope you will liften to them with attention,

" and allow them to remain deeply imprefled on your

" minds. They are calculated to promote not only

" your happinefs, but that of your children and

" childrens children for ever.

cc

cc

c

When the great kings of Britain and France

were at variance, the florins of war raged through
1 this great foreft, the Indian nations were divided,

" brothers againlt brothers, and your country was
" (lained with blood. Malice and revenge went forth,

" all paths were made crooked, and your land was

" covered with darknefs Now that it has pleafed the

" Author of life to red ore the bleflines of light and

" peace, it is our duty to make a proper ufe and im-

Vol. II. N n kt provement
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M prove ment of them. As fogs gathered in the night
Ci are difperfed by the rifing fun, ib words di&ated by
cc the rage of war mould be forgotten in the time of

" peace. The great King, full of wifdom and magna-
" nimity, knows the frailty of his red children, and
c; forgives their difobedience and rebellion. He ex-

" tends his love to them all, even to thofe that lifted

" up the hatchet againft him. To render them fecure,

" he has refolved that the Englifh and French (hall

" be for ever feparated by the great river Mifiiflippi,

u and that all nations on this fide of it fhall have

" him for their common father. He commands all

" flrife and enmity between his white and red chil-

" dren to ceafe, and expects that the allies of Britain

" will take thofe Indians, the former allies of France,

" by the hand, and live together like brethren

" of one family. That his white and red children

" may be near one other, and mutually fupply each

" other's wants, he has ordered fome of his good

" fubjects to come over the great waters, and live

" on the fruits of this land, which the Supreme
" Being made for the ufe of mankind in general.

a To open this friendly interccurfe, I have invited

" you all to meet me at this place, and I rejoice that

" fo many brothers are come to accept of the royal

" favour and protection.

" Ye Chickefaw warriors, I fpeak fir ft to you, and
ec

1 know your ears are open to my words. The great

" King regards you as children brought up in their

cc father's houfe, who from their infancy have been
Ci dutiful and obedient, and by that means merited

" what you have always enjoyed, his particular care

" and affection. White darknefs furrounded you on

" every
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" every fide, he has defended you from all thofe fnares

" and dangers to which you were expofed. Now
" the day is clear and unclouded. Your father conti-

" nues to love you. The paths from your towns to all

" nations mall be made ftraight and plain, and nothing
"

fhall be permitted to hurt your feet. Your children
"

ihall rejoice and grow up in fafety, and your houfes
" mall be filled with abundance of corn and venifon.
"

I am come to tell you the good news, and to fee that
"

juftice be done you in all commercial dealings.

u In the next place I fpeak to you, ye warriors of
" the great party of the Choctaw nation. You were
" like fons feparated from their father, and removed
"

at a great diftance from his protection ; but by
* perfifting in obedience you were entitled to his

" love. The great King always acknowledged you,
" but now he receives you into his family, and offers

" you all the favours and privileges of fons. While you
" continue dutiful and obedient, the eye of your fa-

" ther ihall be upon you, and his hand mall be open
" to relieve your wants. Under his care you mall
" enjoy all the bleilings of peace and fafety. You
" mall receive no injuries from friends, nor be ex-
" pofed to any dangers from enemies. Your arms
"

fnall be kept bright, your hunting lands no man fhall

u be permitted to take from ycu, and there ihall be
" abundance of corn about your villages.

" But as for you, ye Choctaw warriors of the Six

" Villages, you were like children early loft. While
" you were wandering out of the way, without know-
" ing your brothers you blindly ftruck them. Ycu
" found a father, indeed, who adopted you, and you

N n 2 " have
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" have long fcrvcd him with zeal, and fhewn many

" proofs of your courage. You have received from

" vour French father fuch poor rewards for your ier-

f
1 vices as he could bellow; but all the while you re-

" mained under his care- you were hungry, naked

" and miferable. He gave you many fair words and

" promifes, and having long deceived you, at lad is

" obliged to leave you in your prefent forlorn and

" wretched condition, Now your true lather has

11 found you, and this day ftrctches forth his arms

" to receive you under his protection. He has for-

»' gotten all your paft offences. lie knows your weak-

" nefs, and forgives your errors. He knows your

" wants, and is difpofed to relieve them. I have

" but one tongue, and always fpeak the truth. ; and

" as I bring you good news, I hope my words (hall

" not be blown away by the wind. The great King

" is wife, generous and merciful, and I flatter myfelt

u with the hopes that you will never forget your ob-

" ligations to his goodnefs.

" It is my duty to watch over Indians, and

" protect them againil all manner of danger and op-

V preffion. For this purpofe my ears mail be always

" open to your complaints, and it mall be my (tudy

11 to redrefs your grievances. I mufi: warn you to

" beware of all quarrels and outrages, by which you
'* will certainly forfeit the royal favour, and plunge

" yourfelves again into mifcry. I hope you will al-

" ways abferve my advice, and conduct yourfclves

" accordingly, that I may be able to tranhnit good

" accounts of your behaviour to England. ]t is only

" by the permiffion of the great King that your wants

" can be fupplicd, and that traders can come into

" vour
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your villages with guns, powder, balls, knives,

hatchets, flints, hoes, clothes and other neceiTaries.

Thefe things you cannot make for yourfelves, and

no other nation will be allowed to furnifh you with

them. Therefore the great King has a right to

expect your gratitude and obedience, for ail he re-

quires is with a view to your own tranquillity and

happinefs.

" As you are all received into the family of the

?' great King, it is expected that Indians will not 011-

"
ly live in friendfhip and peace with white men, but

"
alfo with one another. In imitation of his Majefty's

" good example, you muit forget all injuries and of-

" fences, and throw afide all national jealoufies and

V antipathies. The King expects that the great chief-

" tains, to whom he has given medals and gorgets, will

f

1 confider them net merely as ornaments, but as em-
" blems of the high offices they bear, and the great

M truft repofed in them. All prefents made you are

" in confideration of the good fervices expected from

\* you. Therefore, ye wife and great leaders, I expect

?' you will ufe your authority like fathers, and reilrain

" your young men from all acts of violence and injuf-

"
lice, and teach them that the only way to merit ho-

" nour and preferment is to be juft, honest and peace-
u able, and that difgrace and punifhment will be the
" confequences of diforderly practices, fuch as robbing
*"'

plantations, and beating or abufing white people.

u Ye warriors who have no coaimiffions, I fpeak

" to you alfo in name of the King, and I hope you
M will reverence his authority and love your brethren.
c< Liiten at all times to your wife rulers, and be care-

" ful
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" ful to follow their advice and example. By their

" wifdom and juftice they have arrived at an high

* pitch of preferment, and fland diftinguifhed by

" great and fmall medals. If, like them, you wi(h

" to be great, like them, you mud firft be good.

" You mud refpecl them as children do their father,

" yielding fubmiflion to their authority, and obedi-

" ence to their commands. Without the favour of

" your chiefs you will neither get your wants fup-

" plied nor reach the ftation of honour. An ar-

" mourer will be fent into your nation to clean and

" repair your rifles, but he will have inflruclions to

" mend arms to none but fuch as mall be recom-

" mended by their chiefs, it being proper that fuch

" leaders mould have it in their power to diflinguim

" thofe that are peaceable and obedient from the ob-

" flinate and perverfe.

" I am to inform you all, that I will fend a belo-

<c ved man into your towns, who will be veiled with

" authority to hear and determine all differences be-

" tween you and the traders, to deliver all meffages

" from me to you, and all talks from you to me.

" And as he will come to promote your welfare and
(£ tranquillity, I hope you will receive him kindly,

" protect him againft all infults, and affift him in the

" execution of his office.

" When the French governor took his leave of

rt you, he advifed you to look upon yourfelves as

" the children of the King of Great Britain. The
" advice was good, 1 hope you will remember it for

" ever. The great King has warriors numerous as

u the trees of the foreil, and (lands in no need of

u your
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*; your ailiftance ; but he defires your friendfhip and
*' alliance to render you happy, lie loves peace and
"

juftice, but he will punifli all murders and rebel-
*' lion. Be careful, therefore, to keep your feet far
" from the crooked and bloody path. Shun all com-
" munication with Indian tribes who lift the hatchet
" againft their white brethren. Their talks, their
" calamets, their belts of wampum, and their tobac-
"

co, are all poifonous. If you receive them into
" your towns, be allured you will be infected with
" their madnefs, and be in danger of ruining into
" deftruction. Be cautious, above all things, of
" permitting great quantities of rum to be brought
" into your villages. It poifons your body, enervates
" your mind, and, from refpectable warriors, turns
" you into furious madmen, who treat friends and
" enemies alike. Mark thofe perfons, whether they
" be white or red, that bring rum among you, for

" bad men, who violate the laws, and have nothing
" elfe in view but to cheat, and render you defpi-

" cable and wretched.

" Lastly, I inform you that it is the King's or-

" der to all his governors and fubjects, to treat Indi-

16 ans with juflice and humanity, and to forbear all

" encroachments on the territories allotted for them.

" Accordingly, all individuals are prohibited from
" purchafmg any of your lands ; but as you know that

" your white brethren cannot feed you when you viht

" themunlefs you give them grounds to plant, it is ex-

" peeled thai you will cede lands to the King for that

" purpofe. But whenever you (hall be pleafed to fur-

" render any of your territories to his Majefty, it mufl
* J be done for the future at a public meeting of your

" nation,
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" nation, when the governors of the provinces, or

" the fuperintendent fhall be prcfent, and obtain the

" confent of all your people. The boundaries of

u your hunting grounds will be accurately fixed, and

" no fettlement permitted to be made upon them.

" As you may be aflured that all treaties with you

" will be faithfully kept, fo it is expected that you alfo

" will be careful ftrictly to pbferve them. I have now
" done, and I hope you will remember the words I

" have fpoken. Time will fcon difcover to you the

* generofity, juftice and goodnefs of the Britifh na-

" tion. By the bounty of the King, and a well-or-

" dered trade with his fubjects, your houfes fhall be

•* filled with plenty, and your hearts with joy. Yotl

" will fee your men and women well clothed and fed,

" and your children growing up to honour you, and

" add ftrength to your nation; your peace and prof-

" perity fhall be eftablifhed, and continue from ge-

•* ncration to generation."

Having now endeavoured to give fome account

of the rife and progrefsof this colony for the firft cen-

tury after its fettlement, or rather from the time the

Proprietors received their fecond charter in 1665 to the

year 1765, we (hall add a general view of its prefent

flate and condition. I have purpofely delayed fpeaking

of feveral things, particularly of the temper, manners

and chara&er of the people, until this period, when

they come more immediately under my own notice
5

and fuch obfervations as I have made fhall now be

iubmitted to the public view for the ufe of ftrangers,

leaving all men acquainted with provincial affairs to

judge for themfelves, according to the different lights

in which matters may have occurred to them.

2 With
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With refpect to the towns in Carolina, none of

them, excepting one, merit the fmalleit notice.

Beaufort, Puriiburgh, Jackfonburgh, Dorchefter,

Camden, and George-town, are all inconsiderable

villages, having in each no moie than twenty, thirty,

or, at molt, forty dwelling houfes. But Charleftown, A
;

dc -

the capital of the province, may be ranked with the
f char-

jfirfl: cities of Briiifli America, and yearly advances in lea-town.

fize, riches.and population. It is fkuated upon a neck

of land at the confluence of Afhley and Cooper rivers,

which are large and navigable, and wajh at lead two

third parts of the town. Thefe rivers mingle their

flreams immediately below the town, and, running fix

or feven miles farther, empty themfelves at Sullivan's

illand into the Atlantic Ocean. By means of fuch.

broad rivers the fea is laid open from eaft to fouth-

ea(t, and the town fanned by gentle breezes from the

ocean, which are very refreihing to the inhabitants

during the fummer months. The tide flows a great

way above the town, and occafions an agitation in

the air which is alio productive of falutary effects.

So low and level is the ground upon which Charleftowri

is built, that the inhabitants are obliged to raife banks

of earth, as barriers, to defend themfelves againft the

higher floods of the fea. The ftreets from eaft Jo weft

extend from river to river, and, running in a ftraight

line, not only open a beautiful piofpect, but alio afford

excellent opportunities, by means of fubterranean

drains, for removing all nuifances, and keeping the

town clean and healthy. Thefe ftreets are interfer-

ed by others, nearly at right angles, and throw the

town into a-number of fquares, with dwelling houfes

on the front, and oflice-houfes and little gardens be-

Vol. II. O o hind
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hind them. Some of the ftreets are broad, which ic

fuch a climate is a neceffary and wife regulation, for

where narrow lanes and alleys have been tolerated^

they prove by their confined lituation a fruitful nur-

ferv for difeafes of different kinds. The town, which

was at fir It entirely buik of wood, as might be ex*

peered, has often fuffered from fire ; but fuch cala-

mities, though they fell heavy on individuals, have

given the inhabitants frequent opportunities of ma-

king confiderable improvements in it. Now mod
houfes are built of brick, three ftoreys high, fome

of them elegant, and all neat habitations ; within

they are genteelly furnifhed, and without expofed as

much as poiTible to the refrefhing breezes from the fea.

Many of them are indeed encumbered with balconies

and piazzas, but thefe are found convenient and even

necefTary during the hot feafon, into which the inhabi-

tants retreat for enjoying the benefit of frefh air, which

is commonly occafioned, and always increafed, by

the flux and reflux of the fea. Almoit every family

have their pump- wells, but the water in them being

at no great diftance from the fait river, and filtered

only through fand, is brackifh, and commonly oc-

casions* fevere griping and purging to every perform

not accuftomed to it. The town confided at this

time of, at leaft, twelve hundred dwelling houfes,

and was in an advancing ftate. The public buildings

are, an Exchange, a State-Houfe, an Armoury, two-

churches for Epifcopalians, one for Prefbyterians-

two for French and Dutch Proteftants ; to which

may be added, meeting-houfes for Anabaptifts, In-

dependents, Quakers and Jews. Upon the fides of

the rivers wharfs are built, to which all (hips that

come over the bar may lie clofe ; and having (lores

and
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snd ware-houfes erected upon them, are exceeding-

ly convenient for importing and exporting all kinds

of merchandife.

The harbour is alfo tolerably Well fortified, the

King having at different times prefented the province

with great guns for that purpofe. Towards Cooper ri-

ver the town is defended by a number of batteries,

infomuch that no mips of an enemy can approach it

without confiderable hazard. Befides thefe, the paflage"

up to it is fecured by Fort Johnfon, built on James's

liland, about two miles below the town. This fort

ftands in a commanding fituation, within point-blank

fhot of the channel, through which every (hip, in their

way to and from Charleftown, mull pais. The com-

mander of Fort Johnfon is commiflioned by the King,

and has authority to flop every fhip coming in until

the matter or mate mail make oath that there is no

malignant diftemper on board. It has barracks for

fifty men ; but, in cafe of emergency, it obtains af-

fiflance from the militia of the iiland. During the

late Cherokee war a plan was alfo formed for forti-

fying the town towards the land, with a horn-work

built of tappy, flanked with batteries and redoubts at

proper diftances, and extending from river to river;

but, after having fpent a great fum of money on this

work, peace being reflored, the defign was dropt.

In 1765 the number of white inhabitants in Tbenum-

Charleftown amounted to between five and fix thou- ^r °{ lU

fand, and the number of negroes to between feven
t ants.

and eight thoufand. With rcfpecl to the number of

white inhabitants in the province we cannot be cer-

tain, but we may form fome conjecture from the

O o 2 militia
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militia roll ; for as all male perfons from (Ixteen to

iixty are obliged by law to bear arms and mufter in

the regiments, and as the whole militia formed a

body of between feven and eight thoufand, reckon-

ing the fifth" perfon fit for military duty, the whole

inhabitants in the province might amount to near

forty thoufand. But the number of negroes was not

lefs than eighty or ninety thoufand. As no exact re-

gifter of the births and funerals has been kept at

Gharleftown for feveral years, we cannot afcertain the

proportion between them. Formerly, when bills of

mortality were annually printed, the common compu-

tation was, that, while no contagious diforder prevail-

ed in town, one out of thirty- five died yearly, or one

out of each family in the fpace of feven years. How-
ever, the lift of deaths is often increafed by the failors

and tranfient perfons that die in the town, and by ma-

lignant diftempers imported into it. It is generally

believed, that the number of births among the fettled

inhabitants exceeds that of funerals ; but we (hall af-

firm nothing with refpect to this matter Without better

authority than common obfervation and conjecture.

A. general With refpecl to temper and character, the inba-

view of bitants of Carolina differ little from thofe of Great

new &c. Britain and Ireland ; I mean, fuch as derived their

of the origin from thofe iilands, for the defcendents of o-
;HO?i

' ther nations (till retain fomething of the complexion,

manners and cuftoms of thofe countries from whence

they came. In fiature, the natives of Carolina are

about the middle fize ; for in Europe we meet with

men both taller and fhorter. They are, generally

fpeaking, more forward and quick in growth than

the natives of cold climates. Indeed we may lay,

there
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there are no boys or girls in the province, for from

childhood they are introduced into company, and af-

fume the air and behaviour of men and women.

Many of them have an happy and natural quicknefs

of appreheniion, efpecially in the common affairs of

life, and manage bufinefs with eafe and difcretion ; but

want that iteadinefs, application and perf^ trance ne-

ceffary to the higheil improvements in the arts and fai-

ences. Several natives who have had their education in

Britain, have diitinguimed themielves by their know-

ledge in the laws and conftitution of their country
;

but thofe who have been bred in the province, ha-

ving their ideas confined to a narrower fphere, have

as yet made little figure us men of genius or learning.

Agriculture being more lucrative than any other em-

ployment, all who poifefs lands and negroes apply their

thief attention to the improvement of their fortune,

regardlefs of the higher walks of fcience. They com-

monly marry early in life, and of courfe are involved

in domeflic cares and concerns before their minds have

had time to ripen in knowledge and judgment. In the

progrefs of fociety they have not advanced beyond that

period in which men are didinguifned more by their

external than internal accomplilhmcnts. Kence it hap-

pens, that beauty, figure, agility and ftrength form the

principal diftinclions among the m, efpecially in the coun-

try. Among Engliih people they are chiefly known by

the number of their ilaves, the value of their annual

produce, or the extent of their landed eflate. For the

mod part they are lively and gay, adapting their drefs

io the nature of the climate in which they live, and dif-

cover no fmall talle and neatnefs in their outward ap-

pearance. Their intercourfe and communication with

Britain being eafy and frequent, all novelties in fafhion,

drefs
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drefs and ornament are quickly introduced; and even

the fpirit of luxury and extravagance, too common m
England, was beginning to creep into Carolina. Almoft

every family kept their chaifes for a fmgle horfe, and

fome of the principal planters of late years have im-

ported fine horfes and fpkndid carriages from Britain.

They difcover no bad tafte for the polite arts, fuch as

mufic, drawing, fencing and dancing ; and it is ac-

knowledged by all, but efpecially by Grangers, that

the ladies in the province considerably outfhine the

men. They are not only fenfible, difcreet and virtu-

ous, but alfo adorned with mod of thofe polite and

elegant accompli fhments becoming their fex. The

Carolineans in general are affable and eafy in their

manners, and exceedingly kind and hofpitable to all

ftrangers. There are few old men or women to be

found in the province, which is a fure fign of the un-

healthinefs of the climate. We cannot fay that there

are many in the country that arrive at their fixtieth

year, and feveral at thirty bear the wrinkles, bald

head and grey hairs of old age. As every perfon by

diligence and application may earn a comfortable liveli-

hood, there are few poor people in the province, except

the idle or unfortunate. Nor is the number of rich

people great ; moft of them being in what we call eafy

and independent circumftances. It has been remark-

ed, that there are more perfons poffefled of between

five and ten thoufand pounds flerling in the province,

than are to be found any where among the fame num-

ber of people. In refpect of- rank, all men regarded

their neighbour as their equal, and a noble fpirit of

benevolence pervaded the fociety. In point of indus-

try the town was like a bee-hive, and there were none

that reaped not advantages more or lefs from the flou-

ri filing
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timing ftate of trade and commerce. Pride and am-

bition had not as yet crept into this community; but

the province was fad advancing to that ftate of pow-

er and opulence, when fome diftincYions among men
neceilarily take place.

With refpecl to the manner of living in Charles- And of

town, it is nearly the fame as in England; and many tbeirway

circumftances concur to render it neither very diffi-

cult nor expenfive to furnifh plentiful tables. They
have tea from England, and coffee, chocolate and

fugar from the Weft Indies, in plenty. Butter is

good, efpecially at that feafon when the fields are

cleared of rice, and the cows are admitted into them;

and it is fo plentiful that they export a good deal of it

to the Leeward Iflands. The province produces fome

Hour for bread ; but it being of an inferior quality,

the inhabitants chiefly make ufe of thar imported from

New York and Philadelphia. In the market there is

plenty of beef, pork, veal, poultry and venifon, and'

a great variety of wild-fowls and falt-water fifh. The

mutton from the low lands is not fo good as that

from the hills in the interior parts, but as the back

country is now well fettled, it is hoped that the mar-

ket in time will be likewife well fupplied with muttori

from it. They have alfo a variety of the fineft fruits

and vegetables in their feafon. Their principal drink

is punch, or grog, which is compofed of rum well

diluted with water. With refpecl to wine, Madeira

is not only beft fuited to the climate, in which it im-

proves by heat and age, but alfo mod commonly
ufed by the people in general, though French, Spa-

nifli and Portuguefe wines are likewife preferred at

the tables of the moft opulent citizens. Eefides thefe,

thev
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they have porter and beer from England, and cyder

and perry from the northern colonies. Where rum is

cheap, excefs in the ufe of it will not be uncom-

mon, efpecially among the lower clafs of people; but.

the gentlemen in general are fober, induftrious and

temperate. In fhort, the people are not only bleifed

with plenty, but with a difpofition to (hare it among

friends and neighbours ; and many will bear me wit-

nefs, when I fay, that travellers could fcarcely go into

any city where they could meet with a fociety of peo-

ple more agreeable, intelligent and hofpitable than

that at Charleftown.

The arts Though the arts and fciences had been long ne-
and fcien-

p-lec}ecl ancj nave as vet made no great proerefs in the
cesonlyof P . r

J
. , . .

late en- province, yet or late years they nave met with great

couraged. encouragement. The people in general (land not only

much indebted to an ingenious bookfeller, who intro-

duced many of the mod diftinguifhed authors among

them, but feveral of the moft refpectable citizens alfo

united and formed a fociety for the promotion of lite-

rature, having obtained a charter of incorporation for

that purpofe. All the new publications in London, and

many of the moft valuable books, both ancient and

modern, have been imported for the ufe of this fociety;

the members of which were ambitious of proving them-

felves the worthy defendants of Britifh anceftors,

by tranfporting not only their inferior arts of indus-

try and agriculture, but alfo their higher improve-

ments in philofophy and jurifprudence. Their defign

was not confined to the prefent generation, but ex-

tended to pofterity, having the inflitution of a college

in view, fo foon as the funds of the fociety mould

admit of it. News-papers were alio printed, for Sup-

plying
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plying the province with the frefheft and rnofr. ufeful

intelligence of all that patted in the political and com-

mercial world. For amufement the inhabitants of

Charleftown had not only books and public papers,

but alfo aflemblies, balls, concerts and plays, which

were attended by companies almoft equally brilliant

as thofe of any town in Europe of the fame fize.

Charlestown had its armoury, magazine, and The mi-

militia, and every citizen, like thofe of ancient Sparta,
jn^nfal

joined the military to the civil character. The officers ftrength

of the militia are appointed by the Governor, who

commonly nominates fuch men from among the in-

habitants to command the reft as are mod diftin-

guifhed for their courage and capacity. All men
of the military age being regiftered in the militia

roll, each perfon knows the company to which he

belongs, the captain who commands it, and is obli-

ged to keep his arms in order, and to appear proper-

ly equipped in cafe of any alarm or other emergency.

We cannot fay that the militia in general made a

good appearance, or feemed expert at the ufe of

arms ; but the companies of grenadiers, light in-

fantry, and artillery, were extravagantly gay, and

tolerably well difciplined. As mod of the men were

equally independent as their officers, that prompt

obedience to orders, necelfary in a regular army,

could not be expected from them ; but being con-

fcious that union of flrength was necelfary to

the common fafety, on all emergencies they ap-

peared under arms with alacrity and expedition.

By the militia law the merchants and tradefmen of

rhe city were fubjected to fome temporary inconve-

Vol. II. P p niencies
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niencies and interruptions of bufinefs ; but as agri-

culture was chiefly carried on by flaves, and nature

brought the fruits of the earth to maturity, tile

planters in the cduritry had abundance of time to

fpare for military exercifes. Their rural life, and

the conftant ufe of arms, promoted a kind of mar-

tial fpirit among them, and the great dangers to

which they were always expofed, habituated them to

face an enemy with refolution. Fortunately a natu-

ral antipathy fubfifted between Indians and negroes,

and prevented the two from uniting and confpiring

the deftructtort of the colony. Therefore, while Indi-

ans remained quiet and peaceable, it was not the inte-

reft of the province to have them removed at a great

diftance ; for had they been driven over the MiffiiTippi,

or extirpated, their place would probably have been

fupplied by fugitive flaves, who, by taking fhelter iri

the mountains, would have proved an enemy equally,

if not more, cruel and formidable to Carolina than

the Indians themfelv-es ; or had the favage nations

given encouragement to flaves to fly to them for

liberty and protection, fatal muft the confequences

have been to the fettleiiient.

Thus expofed to barbarians, the members of this

little community knew that union of ftrength was not

only requifite to the common fafety, but both interefl

Of its fo- and duty naturally led them to eftablifh focieties with

forme*!
a particular view of raifing funds for relieving each

for mutu- others wants. Though every perfon was obliged by
alAipport

jaw t contribute, in proportion to his eftate, for the
and relief. ..-%.•. c t

•
i m i •

relief of the poor or the province, yet, betides tills,

there were feveral focieties formed and incorporated

for the particular purpofc of aflifling fuch families be-

longing
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longing to them as might happen to be unfortunate in

trade, or in any other way reduced to an indigent (late.

Among thefe there is one called The South-Carolina

Society, which merits particular notice. At firft it

confifled not of the mod opulent citizens, though

many of thefe afterwards joined it, but of perfons in,

moderate flations, who held it an eflential duty tQ

relieve one another in fuch a manner as their cir-

cumftances would admit ; accordingly they united,

elected officers, and, by trifling weekly contribu-

tions, donations and legacies, together with good

management, in procefs of time accumulated a con-

siderable flock. A common feal was provided, with

the device of a hand planting a vine, and the motto

Pqfteritati. The Heavens fmile on humane and ge-

nerous defigns. Many obfervjng the great ufeful-

nefs of this fociety, petitioned for admiffion into it

;

and as its numbers increafed its flock enlarged.

In 1738, their capital amounted to no more than

L. 213 : 16 s. ; but, in 1776, it had arifen to a

fum not lefs than L. 68,787 : 10:3, current money.

All the while their works of charity have likewife

been confpicuous and extenfive. Many unfortunate

and finking families have been fupported by them

in a decent and refpectable manner. Many help-

lefs orphans have been educated, and prepared for

being ufeful members of fociety. Several other fo-

cieties in Charleftown have been founded upon the

fame plan, and on many occafions the inhabitants

in general, (it may be mentioned to their honour),

have difcovered a benevolent and charitable fpirit,

not only to poor people in the province, but alfo to

unfortunate flrangers.

P p 2 Tkk
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Of its
^he me*'chaTlts in Carolina arc a refpectable body

merchants of men, induftrious and indefatigable in bufmefs,

and trade,
freej pen aTlci generous in their manner of con-

ducting it. The whole warehoufes in Charleftown

were like one common ftorc, to which every trader

had accefs for fupplyirrg his cuftomers with th.ofc

kinds of goods and manufactures which they wanted.

The merchants of England, efpecially fince the late

peace, obferving the colonies perfectly fecure, and

depending on the ftrength of the Britifh navy for the

protection of trade, vied with each other for cuftomers

in America, and ftretched their credit to its utmoft

extent for fupplying the provinces. Hence every one

of them were well furnifhed with all kinds of mer-

chandife. But as the ftaples of Carolina were valuable,

and in much demand, credit was extended to that pro-

vince almoft without limitation, and vaft multitudes of

negroes, and goods of all kinds, were yearly fent to it.

In proportion as the merchants of Charleftown received

credit from England, they were enabled to extend it to.

the planters in the country, who purchafed flaves with

great eagernefs, and enlarged their culture. Though

the number of planters had of late years much increaf-

cd, yet they bore no proportion to the vaft extent of

territory, and lands were ftill eaftly procured, either

by patent or by purchafe. According to the number

of hands employed in labour, agriculture profperedand

trade was enlarged. An uncommon circumftance alfo

attended this rapid progrefs, which was favourable to

the planting intereft, and proved an additional incen-

tive to induftry. The price of ftaple commodities arofe

as the quantity brought to market increafed. In 1761

rice fold at forty millings per barrel, and indigo at two

fhillines



SOUTH CAROLINA. 3*1

(hillings per lib.; but in 1771, in fo.flourifhing a (late

was the commerce of this country, that rice brought

at market three pounds ten (hillings per barrel, and

indigo three (hillings per lib. At the fame time the

quantity increafed fo much, that the exports of Ca-

rolina amounted, upon an average of three years af*

ter the peace, to L ? 395,666 : 13:4; but, in 1771,

the exports in that year alone arofe to a fum not lefe

than L. 756,000 derling. How great then mud the

imports have been, when the province, notwithdand-

ing this amazing increafe, dill remained in debt to

the mother country.

To this advanced (late had Carolina arrived in Of it*

point of improvement. Agriculture, beyond doubt, Planter^
is of fuch importance to every country, that, next to culture,

public fecurity and the diftribution of judice and

equity, it is the intered of every government to en-

courage it. Nothing could more manifedly promote

indudry and agriculture, than that fair and equitable

divifion of lands among the people which took place in

this province. Immenfe tracts of ground in poifeflion

pf one man, without hands to cultivate and improve

them, are only unprofitable deferts : but when lands

are judicioully parcelled out among the people, indus-

try is thereby encouraged, population increafed, and

trade promoted. The lands fird yield abundance

for the inhabitants, and then more than they can

confume. When this is the cafe, the overplqs can

be fpared for procuring foreign articles of ex-

change, and the province is thereby furnifhed with the

conveniences and luxuries of another climate and

country. Then the planter's views are turned to tlie

advantages of trade, and the merchant's, in return,

to
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to the fuccefs of hufbandry. From which time a

mutual dependence fubiifts between them, and it is

the interefl of the one to encourage the other. For

when the merchants receive nothing from the pro-

vince, it is impoflible they can afford to import any

thing into it. Without cultivation commerce muft

always languifh, being deprived of its chief fupplies,

the fruits of the earth. Without credit from the

merchant there would have been little encourage-

ment to emigrate to Carolina. A fmgle arm could

make little impreiiion on the foreft. A poor family,

depending for fupport on the labour of one man,

would have long remained in a flarving condition*

and fcarcely ten of an hundred emigrants, obliged to

work in mch a climate, would have furvived the tenth

year after their arrival. To what caufes then mail

we afcribe the profperity of the province? The an-

fwer is plain, Under the royal care the people, being

favoured with every advantage refulting from public

fecurity, an indulgent government, abundance of land,

large credit, liberty to labour and to reap the whole

fruits of it, protection to trade, and an excellent mar-

ket for every ftaple, laboured with fuccefs. Thefe

were powerful motives to emigrate, ftrong incentives

to induftry, and the principal caufes of its rapid ad-

vances towards maturity. No colony that ever was

planted can boaft of greater advantages. Few have,

in the fpace of an hundred years, improved and flou-

rifhed in an equal degree.

Notwithstanding the favourable fituation for

agriculture in which the Carolineans flood, they

remained flovenly hufbandmen, and every ftranger

was aflon'Uhed at the negligent manner in which all

cRates
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etfetes in the province were managed. T-hofe planters

who had arrived at eafy or affluent circumftances em-

ployed overfeers ; and having little to do but to rid^

round their fields now and then* to fee that their

affairs were not neglected, or their ilaves abufedj

indulge themielves in rural amufemeuts, fuch as

racing, muttering, hunting, riming, or focial enter-

rammerits-. For the gun and dog the country affords

fome game-, fuch as fmail partridges, woodcocks,

rabbits, &c. but few of the planters are fond of that

kind of diverfion. To chace the. fox or the deer

is their favourite amufement, and they are forward

and bold riders, and make their way through the

woods and thkkets with aflonilhing fpeed, The

horfes of the country, though hardy and ferviceable

animals, make little figure ; and therefore, to improve

the breed, many have been of late years imported

from England. The planters being fond of fine horfes,

have been at great pains to raife them, fo that they

now have plenty of an excellent kind, both for the

carriage and the turf.

In every plantation great care is taken in making;

dams to preferve water, for overflowing the rice-fields

in fummer, without which they will yield no crops-

fn a few years after this pond is made, the planters find

it flocked with a variety of Hikes ) but in what man-

ner they breed, or whence they come, they cannot

tell, and therefore ieav-e that matter to philofophical in-

quirers to determine". Some think that the fpawn of

fillies is exhaled from the large lakes of frefh water in

the continent, and being brought in thunder-clouds',

falls with the drops of rain into thefe refervoirs of water.

Others imagine that it mull have remained everywhere

among
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among the fand fince that time the fea left thefe mari-

time parts of the continent. Others are of opinion,

that young fifli are brought by water-fowls, which

are very numerous, from one pond to another, and

there dropt, by which means the new-made pools re-

ceive their fupply. But be the caufe what it will, the

effect is vifible and notorious all over the country.

When the ponds are flocked with fifties, it becomes

an agreeable amufement to catch them, by bawling a

fene through the pool. Parties of pleafure are form-

ed for this purpofe, fo that the young planters, like

gentlemen of fortune, being often abroad at thefe

rural fports and focial entertainments, their domeflic

affairs by fuch means are much neglected, and their

plantations carelefsly managed.

.

But even among the moft diligent and attentive

planters we fee not that nice arrangement and order

in their fields obfervable in moft places of Eu^

rope, probably owing to the plenty and cheapnefs

of land. In every country where landed eftates

are eafily procured, they engrofs not that care and

attention requifite for making them yield the great-

eft returns. The freeholds in Carolina are not on-

ly eafily obtained by patent or purchafe, but alfo

all alienable at pleafure ; fo that few of the prefent

generation of planters regulate their fyftem of huf-

bandry upon any eftablifhed principles or plans, much

lefs with any views to pofterity. In no country have

the fined improvements been found in the firft ages of

cultivation. This remains for a future day, and when

lands fhall be more fcarce and valuable, and the coun-

try better peopled j then, it is probable, Carolina will

i difcover,
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cover, like other countries, the effects of the nice

art and careful management of the huibandman.

At prefent the common method of cultivation is

as follows. After the planter has obtained his tract

of land, and built a houfe upon it, he then begins to

clear his field of that load of wood with which the land

is covered. Nature points out to him where to begin

his labours; for the foil, however various, is every-

where eafily diftinguifhed, by the different kinds

of trees which grow upon it. Having cleared his

field, he next furrounds it with a wooden fence,

to exclude all hogs, fheep and cattle from it. This

field he plants with rice or indigo, year after year,

until the lands are exhaufted or yield not a crop fuf-

ficient to anfwer his expectations. Then it is forfa-

ken, and a frefh fpot of land is cleared and planted,

which is alfo treated in like manner, and in fuccef-

fion forfaken and neglected. Although there are vaft

numbers of cattle bred in the province, yet no ma-
nure is provided for improving the foil. No trials of

a different grain are made. No grafs feeds are fown

in the old fields for enriching the paftures, fo that ei-

ther fhrubs and bullies again fpring up in them, or they

are overgrown with a kind of coarfe grafs, grateful or

nourifliing to no animal. Like farmers often moving

from place to place, the principal ftudy with the plant-

ers is the art of making the largeft profit for the pre-

fent time, and if this end is obtained, it gives them little

concern how much the land may be exhaufted. Tne
emulation that takes place among the prefent genera-

tion, is not who (hall put his eftate in the mod beautiful

order, who (hall manage it with moft fkill and judg-

ment for pofterity ; but who fhall bring the largeft

Vol. II. Q^q crop
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crop to the market. Let their children provide tit

themfelves. They will endeavour to leave them plen-

ty of labourers, and they know they can eafily obtain

abundance of lands ; vain and abfurd, therefore,

would it be to bellow much pains and time in pre-

paring this or that landed eftate for them, and laying

it out in fine order, which they are certain will be

deferted fo foon as the lands are exhaufted.

Such is the prefent method of carrying on agricul-

ture in Carolina, and it may do for fome time, but

every one muft clearly fee that it will be productive

©f bad effects. The richnefs of the foil, and the vail:

quantity of lands, have deceived many, even thofe

men who had been bred farmers in England, and

made them turn out as carelefs hufbandmen as the

natives themfelves. Wherever you go in this province,

you may difcover the ignorance of the people with re-

fpecl to agriculture, and the fmall degree of perfec-

tion to which they have yet attained in this ufeful art.

This will not be the cafe much longer, for lands will

become fcarce, and time and experience, by unfolding

the nature of the foil, and difcovering to the planters

their errors, will teach them, as circUmftances change,

to alter alfo their prefent rules, and carelefs manner of

cultivation. In every country improvements are gra-

dual and progreflive. In fuch a province as Carolina,

where the lands are good, new ftaples will be introdu-

ced, new fdurces of wealth will open; and, if we may
judge from what is pail, We may conclude, that, if no

milunderfr.andirigs or quarrels [hall interrupt its future

progrefs, it certainly promifes to be one of the mod
ilourifhing fcttlemerits in the world. We have feen

that its exports are already very great, even while the

lands
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lands are negligently cultivated and ill managed ; but

how much greater will they be when the art of agri-

culture mall have arrived at the fame degree of per-

fection in that province as in England,

Such, at this period, was the happy fituation of

the people and province of South Carolina ; fofe un-

der the royal care and protection, and advancing to an

opulent (fate by the unlimited credit and great indul-

gence granted by Britain. However, if we proceed a An Inter-

little farther, we fliall fee the face of things gradually ^^
changing. We mall behold the mother country, as harmony

the wealth of her colonies increafed, attempting fome ^
et

.

wt
:

ea

alteration in their political and commercial fyftem ; and her

and the different provinces, infected with pride and co1onies,

ambition, afpiring after independence. Let us take caures f

a flight view of the caufes of that unhappy quarrel it: -

which at this time began between them, and after-

wards proceeded to fuch a degree of violence as to

threaten a total diflblution of all political union and

commercial intercourse,

It might have been expected that thofe colonies,

would not foon forget their obligations to the mother

country, by which they had been fo long cheriiiied

and defended. As all the colonies were in themfelves

fo many independent focieties, and as in every flate

protection and allegiance are reciprocal and infepara-

ble duties, one would have thought that fubjects would

yield obedience to the laws, and fubmiflion to the au-

thority of that government under which they claimed

protection. Such was the conftitution of the pro-

vinces, that each, by its own legiflature, could only

regulate the internal police within the bounds of its

Qjj 2 territory,



3o3 THE HISTORY OF

territory. Thus far, and no farther, did its autho-

thority extend. Not one of them could either make

or execute regulations binding upon another. They

had no common council, empowered by the conftitu-

tion, to act for and to bind all, though perhaps good

policy now required the eftablifhment of fuch a council,

for the purpofe of raifing a revenue from them. Every

member of the vaft empire might perceive, that fome

common tax, regularly and impartially impofed, in

proportion to the (Irength of each divifion, was necef-

fary to the future defence and protection of the whole,

In particular, the people of Great Britain, when they

looked forward to the pofTible contingency of a new

war, and confidered the burdens under which they

groaned, had a melancholy and dreadful profpect be-

fore them ; and the parliament confidered it as their

indifpenfible duty to relieve them as much as polTible,

and provide for the fafety of the ftate by a pro-

portionable charge on all its fubje&s. For as the

exemption of one part from this equal charge was

unreafonable and unjuft, fo it might tend to alienate

the hearts of thefe fubjecls refiding in one corner

of the empire from thofe in another, and deftroy that

union and harmony in which the (Irength of the

whole confided.

Such were probably the views and defigns of the

parliament of Great Britain at this juncture, with

refpeft to America. At the fame time, if we confi-

der the genius, temper and circumitances of the

Americans, we will find them jealous of their liber-

tics, proud of their (Irength, and fenfible of their

importance to Britain. They had hitherto obeyed

the laws of the Britifh parliament ; but their great

diftance,
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diftance, their vaft extent of territory, their nume-

rous ports and cortveniencies for trade, their increas-

ing numbers, their various productions, and confe-

quently their growing power, had now prepared and

enabled them for refilling fuch laws as they deemed

incontinent with their intereft, or dangerous to their

liberty. Some of thefe coionifts even inherited a na-

tural averfion to monarchy from their forefathers,

and on all occafions difcovered a ftrong tendency to-

wards a republican form of government, both in

church and ftate. So that, before the parliament

began to exert its authority for rainng a revenue

from them, they were prepared to (hew their impor-

tance, and well difpofed for refilling that fupreme

power, and loofening by degrees their connection with

the parent (late.

America was not only fenfible of her growing

flrength and importance, but alfo of the weaknefs of

the mother country, reduced by a tedious and ex-

penfive war, and groaning under an immenfe load of

national debt. The colonies boafted of the alliftance

they had given during the war, and Great Britain,

fenfible of their fervices, was generous enough to

reimburfe them part of the expences which they had

incurred. After this they began to over-rate their im-

portance, to rife in their demands, and to think fo

highly of their trade and alliance, as to deem it im-

pofFible for Britain to fupport her credit without them.

In vain did the mother country rely upon their gra-

titude for paft favours, fo as to expect relief with re-

fpect to her prefent burdens. We allow, that the

firft generation of emigrants retained fome affection

for Britain during their lives, and gloried in calling

her
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her their home and their mother country ; but this

natural impreflion wears away from the fecond, and

is entirely obliterated in the third. Among the plant-

ers in all the colonics this was manifeftly the cafe

;

the fons of Englifhmen in America by degrees loft

their affection for England, and it was remarkable,

that the mod violent enemies to Scotland were the

defcendants of Scotchmen.

But among merchants, the attachment to any par-

ticular country is ftill fooner loft. Men whofe great

object is money, and whofe bufinefs is to gather it as

faft as pofiible, in fact retain a predilection for any

country no longer than it affords them the greateft ad-

vantages. They are citizens of the world at large,

and provided they gain money, it is a matter of indrf-

ference to them to what country they trade, and from

what quarter of the globe it comes. England is the

beft country for them, fo long as it allows them to reap

the greateft profits in the way of traffic ; and when

that is not the cafe, a trade with France, Spain, or

Hoiland will anfwer better. If the laws of Great

Britain interfere with their favourite views and inte-

refts, merchants will endeavour to elude them, and

fmuggle in fpite of legal authority. Of late years,

although the trade of the colonies with the mother

country had increafed beyond the hopes of the moil

fanguine politicians, yet the American merchants

could not be confined to it, but carried on a contra-

band trade with the colonies of France and Spain, in

defiance of all the Britifh laws of trade and navigation.

This illicit trade the people had found very advantage-

ous, having their returns in fpecie for their provifions

and goods, and the vaft number of creeks and rivers

in
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in America proved favourable to fuch fmugglers. Da-
ting the late war this trade had been made a treafon-

able practice, as it ferved to fupply thofe iflands which

Britain wanted to reduce; but, after the conclufion

of the war, it returned to its former channel, and in-

creafed beyond example in any pad period.

To prevent this illicit commerce, it was found ne- The rie#

ceffary, foon after the peace, to eftabliifh fome new regula-

regulations in the trade of the colonies. For this ma/e -

in

purpofe fome armed Hoops and cutters were Rationed the trade

en the coafts of America, whofe commanders had
oit

.

hec.°"
Joniesgiv1-

authority to act as revenue officers, and to feize all great o£

(hips employed in that contraband trade, whether be- fenctfo

longing to foreigners or fellow-fubjects. And to ren-

der thefe commercial regulations the more effectual,

courts of admiralty were erected, and inverted with a

jurifdiction more extenfive than ufuah In confequence

of the restrictions laid on this trade, which the fmug-

glers found fo advantageous, it fuffered much, and,

notwithftanding the number of creeks and rivers, was

almoft annihilated. This occafioned fome very fpiri-

ted reprefentations to be fent acrofs the Atlantic by

merchants, who declared that the Americans bought

annually to the amount of three millions of Britifh

commodities : That their trade with the French and

Spanifh colonies took off fuch goods as remained an

incumbrance on their hands, and made returns in fpe-

cie, to the mutual advantage of both parties concerned

in it. They complained, that the Britifh Blips of war
were converted into Guarda Codas, and their com-
manders into cuftom-houfe officers ; an employment
utterly unworthy of the exalted character of the Britilh

navy: That naval officers were very unfit for this bttifi-

nefs
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nefs in which they were employed, being naturally im-

perious in their tempers, and little acquainted with the

various cafes in which mips were liable to penalties,

or in which they were exempted from detention

:

That that branch of trade was thereby ruined, by

which alone they were furnifhed with gold and fil-

ver for making remittances to England; and that

though the lofs fell firft upon them, it would ulti-

mately fall on the commerce and revenue of Great

Britain.

Soon after this an aft of parliament was parted,

which, while it in fome refpeds rendered this com-

mercial intercourfe with the foreign fettlements le-

gal, at the fame time loaded a great part of the trade

with duties, and ordered the money arifing from

them to be paid in fpecie to the Britifh exchequer.

Inflead of giving the colonics any relief, this oc-

cafioned greater murmurs and complaints among

them, as it manifestly tended to drain the provinces

of their gold and fiiver. At the fame time another

act was palled, for preventing fuch paper bills of credit

as might afterwards be iflued for the conveniency of

their internal commerce, from being made a legal ten-

der in the payment of debts. This ferved to multi-

ply their grievances, and aggravate their diftrefs. But

that the provinces might be fupplied with money

for their internal trade, all gold and fiiver arifing

from thefe duties were to be referved, and applied to

the particular purpofe of paying troops Rationed in

the colonies for their defence. Several new regula-

tions for encouraging their trade with Great Britain

were alfo eftablifhed. In confequence of a petition

for opening more ports for the rice trade, leave was

i given
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granted to the provinces of South Carolina and Geor-

gia to carry their rice for a limited time into foreign

parts, on its paying Britim duties at the place of ex-

portation. A bounty was given on hemp and un-

dreiTed flax imported intb Britain from the American

colonies ; and a bill was palled for encouraging the

whale- fifhery on the coafls of America; which advan-

tages, it was thought, would amply compenfate for

any lofs the colonies might fuftain by the duties laid

on their foreign trade. But the colonics, especially

thofe in New England, who had 'advanced to ftich a

degree of (trength as rendered troops unneceffary for

their defence, were too much foured in their tem-

pers, to allow that Great Britain had any other than

feif-interefted views in her whole conduct towards

them. They murmured and complained, and refol-

ved on a plan of retrenchment with refpecl to the pur-

chafing of Britim manufactures ; but flill they pre-

fumed not openly to call in qaeftion the authority of

the Britifh leg'iilature over them. But the time was

at hand when their affection to. the mother country,

which was already confiderably weaned, Ihould under-

go a greater trial, and when their real difpofitions

with refpecl to the obedience due to the Britifh par-

liament would no longer be concealed. A vote par- A VGte

Fed in the Iloufe of Commons, and very unani- charennn-

moufly, " That, towards the farther defraying of the ftamp-

,, re r ^ o.*. *u 1 * '.. duties on" neceiiary expences or protecting the colonies, it theAme ^

cc may be proper to charge certain (lamp-duties up- ^icaus.

" on them."

When the news of this determination reached Ame-
rica, all the colonies were in fome degree uneafy at the

thoughts of paying taxes ; but the coJonifts of New
Vol. II. R r England,
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England, 'as if ripe for fome commotion, were alarmed

with the moft terrible apprehenfions and fupicion$j

openly affirming, that the King, Lords and Commons
had formed a defign for enilaving them, and had now

Upon begun deliberately to put it in execution. Immediately

people of tac >' entered into aflbciations for diftrefiing the mother

New- country, from a principle of refentment* as fome
England

t |10 >jg}u? agreeing to purchafe as few clothes and

their dif- goods from her as poffible, and to encourage manu-
aftedicn fa&ures of all kinds within themfelves. They pretend-

mfnu e& tnat tn ?>
T Were 4r^n t0 ^uca uieafures by neceflity;

but in reality they had nothing lefs in view than their

favourite plan of independence, for the accomplish-

ment of which it required time to fecure the union

and help of the other colonies, without which they

plainly perceived all attempts of their own would be

vain and fruitlefs. Accordingly they euablilhed a

correfpondence with fome leading men in each colo-

liy, reprefenting the conduct of Great Britain in the

moft odious light, and declaring that nothing could

prevent fhem and their poitenty from being made

ilaves but the firmed union and moft vigorous oppo-

sition of every colony, to all laws made in Great Bri-

tain on purpofe to raife a revenue in the plantations.

A few difcontented perfons, who are commonly to be

found in every legiflature, joined the difaffected colo-

nics of New England; and though at this time the

party was inconfiucrable, yet being more firmly ce-

mented together by the profpecl of a ftamp-ac~t, which

equally aflccled the intereft of all, it by degrees gain-

ed flrcngth, and at length became formidable.

Such meafures, however, did not intimidate the

Britifh minifters, who imagined that an affociation

entered
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entered into from a principle of refentment would be

of fhort duration, and that the colonies in general

would be averfe from any ferious quarrel with the mo-

ther country, upon which they depended for fafety

and protection. And although they were well appri-

fed of this fulien and obftinate difpofnion of the co-

lonifts before the bill was introduced, yet they took

no meafures for preventing that oppofition, which they

had reafon to believe would be made to the execution

of their law. On the contrary, time was imprudent-

ly given to found the temper of the colonies with re-

fpe<5t to it, and to give them an opportunity of offer- An °p-

~ . r . . , . . r portumty
nig a compenfation for it in their own way, in caie

^iven the

they were dhTatisfied with that method of raifing a colonies

revenue for their defence. The minider even fignified
c
° ° e

„_

a

to the agents of the colonies his readinefs to receive fation for

propofals from them for any other tax that might be theftamp-

equivalent to the (lamp-duty. This he did although

he thought that the parliament not only had a right

to tax them, but alfo that it was expedient and proper

to cxercife that right. For as the colonies had no

common council empowered by their conftitution to

bind all, their taxing thcmfelves equally and impar^

tially would be a matter of great difficulty, even al-

though they mould be difpofed to agree to if. But

the colonies, inftead of making any propofal for rai-

fing a revenue by a ftamp-duy or any other way, fent

home petitions to be prefented to King, Lords, and

Commons, queftioning, in the mo ft direct and pofi-

tive terms, the jurifdicYion of Parliament over their

properties.

In this fituation of affairs, the Parliament, fenfible

of the heavy burden which already lay on the people

Rr.? of
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of Great Britain, and of the addition to it which'an*

other war muft occafion, thought it their indifpen-

fable duty to exert that authority, which before this

time had never been called in queftion, for relieving

this opprelTed part of the nation, and providing for

the common fafety, by a charge impartially laid upon

all fubjecls, in proportion to their abilities. The ten-

der indulgence exercifed by a parent over her children

in their infant (late, was now confidered as both un-

reasonable and unneceflary in that (late of maturity to

which the colonies had advanced. All were obliged to

confers, that the people of America were favoured with

the fame privileges and advantages with their iellow-

fubjeebs of Britain, and juftice required that they mould

contribute to the neceilary expences of that govern^

ment under which they lived, and by which they were

protected. A revenue was necefTary to the future fe-

curity of America ; and on whom mould it be raifed,

but thofe colon! ft s who were to enjoy the benefit of

<fht fuch protection. Therefore the bil} for laying a ftamp-

flamp- duty upon the colonies was brought into parliament
y

to parlia-
w^ ch> a ' tcr mucn debate, and many (Irong argu-

ment.
' ments urged on both fides, pafTed through both hou-

fes, and received the royal alien t by commiflion, on

the 2 2d of March, 1765. At the fame time, to com-

penfate for the operations of the flamp-acl, another

was made to encourage the importation of all kinds

of timber from the colonies into Britain : and as the

eftimated produce of the flamp-acl amounted only

to L. 60,ceo per annum, and timber was fo plentiful

over all the plantations, it was thought that the great

advantage which the colonies mutt reap from the latter

act, would be an ample recompense for the lofs they

might fuflain from the former.
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In the mean time the inhabitants of New England

3«7

were induftrious in fpreading an alarm ot danger over

all the continent, and making all poffible preparations

for refiftance. They had turned a jealous eye towards

the mother country, where they had many friends em-

ployed to watch her conduct, who failed not to give

them the earlieft intelligence of what was doing in

parliament. While they received the news that the

itamp- act had pafTed, they at the fame time had intel-

ligence of that violent oppofition it had met with from

a ilrong faction in the Kcufe of Commons. And if

their friends in Britain had the boldnefs to call in que- y; jent

ftion both the right of the Britifh iegifiature to impofe meafures

taxes on the colonies, and the expediency of exerci-
ta^en to

J prevent
fiog that right, they thought that they had much bet- its execu-

te r reaion to do fo ; and that none defer ved the blef- tl0D <

fing of liberty who had not courage to affert their

right to it. Accordingly, no means were neglected

that me and exafperate the populace. Bold

and {editions fpeeches were made to (lir up the people

to refinance, by representing .the ac\t in the mo ft odi-

ous light, and affirming that it would be attended

with corifequences fubverfive of all their invaluable

rights and privileges. They declared that filence was

a crime at fuch a critical time, and that a tame fub-

miilion to the (lamp-act would leave their liberties

and properties entirely at the difpofal of a Britifh par-

liament. Having obtained a copy of the act, they

publicly burnt it. The (hips in the harbours hung out

their colours half- mail high, in token of the deeped
mourning

; the bells in the churches were muffled,

and fet a ringing, to communicate the melancholy

news from one parifh to another. Thefe flames, kin-

ilkd in New England, foon fpread through all the ca-

pital
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pital towns along the coafl; fo that there was fcarce-

]y a fea-port town in America in which combinations

were not framed for oppofing the introduction of

(lamp-paper.

When the vefiels arrived which carried thofe (lamp-

papers to America, the captains were obliged to take

fhelter under the (tern of fome mips of war, or to

furrender their cargoes into the hands of the enraged

populace. The gentlemen appointed to fuperintend

the diftribution of (tamps, were met by the mob at

their landing, and compelled to refign their office.

All men fufpected of having any defire of complying

with the aft, or of favouring the introduction of (lamps

into America, wrere infulted and abufed. The gover-

nors of the provinces had no military force to fupport

civil authority. The magiftrates connived at thefe ir-

regular and riotous proceedings of the people. The

aifcmblies adopted the arguments of the minority in

parliament, and took encouragement from them to

refill the authority of the fupreme legiflature. Though

each colony in refpect of another was a feparate and

independent fociety, without any political connection,

or any fupreme head to call the reprefentatives of the

people together, to act in concert for the common
good ;

yet in this cafe almoft all, of their own autho-

rity, lent deputies to meet in congrefs at New York,

who drew up and figncd one general declaration of

their rights, and of the grievances under which they

laboured, and tranfmitted a petition to the King,

Lords and Commons, imploring relief.

Among the reft a party in South Carolina, wb'ich

province at this time, from inclination, duty and in-

tcreft.
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Weft, was very firmly attached to the mother country,

entered warmly into the general oppofition. Lieu-

tenant-governor Bull, a native of the province, ma-

nifeftcd a defire of complying with the a 61, and fup-

porting the legal and conftitutional dependency of the

colony on the crown and parliament of Great Britain
\

but wanted power fufficient for maintaining the digni-

ty and authority of his government, and carrying that

act into execution. Several old and wife men joined

him, and declared that they had formerly taken an

active part in bringing the province under his ma-

jefty's care, but would now be very cautious of refitt-

ing the authority of parliament, and robbing it of that

protection which it had fo long and fo happily enjoy-

ed. The members of aftembly, finding the Lieutenant-

governor determined to tranfacl no public bufinefs The af-,

7 . ,. . , , o r v 1 iemblv ot
but in compliance with the act of parliament, began

Carol
-

ua

to deliberate how they might beft elude it. For this ftudy

purpofe they addreffed him, begging to be informed ^a^
a"

f

whether the ftamp-ac~t, faid to be pafled in parliament, eluding

had been tranfmitted to him by the Secretary of State-, the a6t-

the Lords of Trade, or any other authentic channel,

fince he confidered himfelf as under obligations to

enforce it. He replied, that he had received it front

Thomas Boone, the Governor of the province. The

aiTembly declared, that they could confid'er Mr. Boone,

while out of the bounds of his government, in no other

light than that of a private gentleman, and that his re-

ceiving it in fuch a channel was not authority fufficient

to oblige him to execute fo grievous an act. But Mr.

Bull and his council were of opinion, that the chan-

nel in which he had received it was equally authentic

with that in which he had formerly received many

laws, to which they had quietly fubmhted. Upon
which
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which the afifembly came to the following refolutions*

which were figned by -Peter Manigault their fpeaker,

and ordered to be printed,, that they might be trans-

mitted to poilerity, in order to (hew tire fenfe of that

houfe with refpect to the obedience due by America

to the Britim parliament.

Their rc«
" Resolved, That his Majefty's fubjecls in Ca-

folutions « rolina owe the fame allegiance to the crown of

j*Pc a Great Britain that is due from its fubjecls born
lng the

<

•>

obedi- " there. That his Majefty's liege fubjecls of this

ence due « province are entitled to all the inherent rights and

Britifh " liberties of his natural born fubjecls within the

^arlia- « kingdom of Great Britain. That the inhabitants

" of this province appear alfo to be confirmed in all

" the rights aforementioned, not only by their char-

" ter, but by an act of parliament, 13th George II.

<c That it is infeparably eifential to the freedom of a

u people, and the undoubted right of Engliflimen-,

" that no taxes be impofed on them but with their

" own confent. That the people of this province are

iC not, and from their local circumftances cannot be
" reprefented in the Houfe of Commons in Great
" Britain ; and farther, that, in the opinion of this

d5 houfe, the fcvcral powers of legislation in America
u were condituted in fome meafure upon the ap-

" prehenfion of this impracticability. That the

" only reprefenratives of the people of this pro-

" vince are perfons chofen therein by themfelves;

<c and that no taxes ever have been, or can be, con-

" ftitutionally impofed on them but by the legiflature

u of this province. That all fupplieS to the Crown
" being free gifts of the people, it is unreasonable

" and inconfiftcnt with the principles and fpirit of

" the
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** the Britifh conftitution for the people of Great
tc Britain to grant to his Majefty the property of the

cc people of this province. That trial by jury is the

" inherent and invaluable right of every Britifh fub-

" je6l in this province. That the act of parliament,

" entitled, An act for granting and applying certain

" (lamp-duties and other duties on the Britifh colo-

" nies and plantations in America, c c. by impofing

* c taxes on the inhabitants of this' province; and the

" faid act and Teveral other acts, by extending the

" juriidi&ion of the courts of admiralty beyond its

" ancient limits, have a manifeft tendency to fubvert

" the rights and liberties of this province. That the

" duties impofed by feveral late acts of parliament

" on the people of this province will be extremely

** burdenforne and grievous ; and, from the fcarcity

" of gold and filver, the payment of them abfolute-

" ly impracticable. That as the profits of the trade

" of the people of this province ultimately center in

" Great Britain, to pay for the manufactures which

" they are obliged to take from thence, they even-

kc tualiy contribute very largely to all the fupplies

" granted to the Crown ; and befides, as every in-

" dividual in this province is as advantageous at leaft

" to Great Britain as if he were in Great Britain,

" as they pay their full proportion of taxes for the

" fupport of his Majefty's government here, (which

" taxes are equal, or more, in proportion to our

" edates, than thofe paid by our fellow-fubjects in

" Great Britain upon theirs), it is unreafonable for

* c them to be called upon to pay any further part of

** the charges of government there. That the aftem*

fi blies of this province have from time to time,

" whenever requifitions have been, made to them by

Vol. II. S f " his
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" his Majefty, for carrying on military operations,

" either for the defence of themfelves or America
" in general, mod cheerfully and liberally contribu-

ec ted their full proportion of men and money for

" thefe fervices. That though the representatives of

< ; the people of this province had equal afturances

" and reafons with thofe of the other provinces, to

u expect a proportional reimburfement of thofe im-

" menfe charges t!<ey had been at for his Majefty's

" fervice in the late war, out of the feveral parlia-

" mentary grants for the ufe of America
;

yet they

" have obtained only their proportion of the firft of

u thofe grants, and the fmall fum of L. 285 fterling

** received fince. That, notwithstanding, whenever his

" Majefty's fervice (hall for the future require the aids

" of the inhabitants of this province, and they fhall

" be called upon for this purpofe in a conftitutional

" way, it (hall be their indifpenfible duty moll cheer-

" fully and liberally to grant to his Majefty their

u proportion, according to their ability, of men and
" money, for the defence, fecurity, and other public

" fervices of the Britiih American colonies. That
" the reftri&ions on the trade of the people of this

<c province, together with the late duties and taxes

" impofed on them by aft of parliament, muft ne-

" celfarily greatly leffen the confumption of Britifh

'
l< manufactures amongfl: them. That the increafe,

" profperity and happinefs of the people of this pro-

" vince, depend on the full and free enjoyment of
" their rights and liberties, and on an afTecYibnate

" intercourfe with Great Britain. That the rcadinefs

" of the colonies to comply with his Majefty's requi-

"
fitions, as well as their inability to bear any addi-

*'
tional taxes beyond what is laid on them by their

u refpecYive
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<c refpe&ive legiflatures, is apparent from feveral

" grants of parliament, to reimburse them part of

M the heavy expences they were at in the late war in

" America. That it is the right of the Britim fut}-

i; jects of this province to petition the King, or either

" houle of parliament. Ordered, That thefe votes

" be printed and made public, that a juft fenfe of the
" liberty, and the firm fentiments of loyalty of the

" reprefentatives of the people of this province, may
<c be known to their conftituents, and tranfmitted

" to pofterity."

Notwithstanding thefe refolutions, few of the

inhabitants of Carolina, even the moft fanguine, en-

tertained the fmallefl hopes of a repeal ; but expect-

ed, after all their druggies, that they would be ob-

liged to fubmit. Indeed a very fmall force in the

province at that time would have been fufficient to

quell the tumults and infurrections of the people,

and enforce obedience to legal authority. But to the

imprudence of minifters, the faction in parliament,

and the weaknefs of the civil power in America, the

refiftance of the colonies may be afcribed. Had the

(lamp-duty been laid on them without any previous

notice of the refolution of parliament, it is not im-

probable that they would have received it as they had

done other acts of the Britim legiilature. Or had the The CQo

parliament been unanimous in palling the act, and pie be-

taken proper meafures for carrying it into execution, come
.

. , . more vio-

there is little doubt but the colonies would have fub- kntinop-

mitted to it. For however generally the people might pofitiontg

be indifpofed for admitting of that or any other tax,

yet a great majority of them at this time were averfe

from calling in queftion the fupreme authority of the

S f 2 Britifh

menu
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Britifh parliament. But a fmall flame, which at firft

is eafily extinguished, when permitted to fpread, has

often been productive of great conflagrations. The

riotous and turbulent party, encouraged by the mi-

nority in England, fet the feeble power of govern-

ment in America at defiance. The better for: of

people mingled with the rioters, and made ufc of the

arguments of their friends in England to inflame and

exafperate them. At lengthy they not only agreed tq

adhere to their former illegal combination? for di-

ilrelling and ftarving the Englifh manufactures, but

alfo to with-hold from Britifii merchants their jufl

debts. This they imagined would raife fuch com-

motions in Britain as could not fail to overturn the

miniftry, or intimidate the parliament.

Iy eonfequence of thefe difturbances and combi-

nations in America, great evils began to be felt in

England, and full greater to be feared. The tem-

porary interruption of commercial intercourfe between

the mother country and the colonies was very preju-

dicial to both. That large body of people engaged

;n preparing, purchafing and fending put goods tq

the continent were deprived of employment, and con-

fequently of the means of fubfntence ; than which

nothing could be conceived more likely to excite

commotions in England. The revenue fufFered by the

Themcr- want 9*" tne exPort and import duties. Petitions flowed

chants into parliament from all quarters, not only from the

nufaftiT-"
co ^omes m America, but alfo from the trading and

rers in manufacturing towns in Great Britain, praying for fuch
England

re ]jc f as t0 t [iat nou fe rnioht feem expedient, at a jilnc-

titioning ture fo alarming. The minifters having neglected to

for rehef. ta^e fac pr0per mcafures to enforce their law, while

tUe
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the matter was eafy and practicable, were now obliged

to yield to the riling current, and refign their places.

By the interpofition of the duke of Cumberland, fuch

a change in the adminiftration took place as promifed

an alteration of meafures with refpect to America.

Mr. Pitt, who highly difapproved of the fcheme for

railing a revenue from the colonies, having long been

detained by indifpofition from parliament, had now fo

much recovered as to be able to attend the houfe.—

»

The hiflory of what follows is dilgraceful to Great Bri-

tain, being entirely compofed of lenient conccflions in

favour of a riling ufurpation, and of fuch fhameful

weaknefs and timidity in the minidry, as afterwards

rendered the authority of the Britifh parliament in

America feeble and contemptible.

No fooner had this change in adminiftration taken

place, than all papers and petitions relative to the

itamp-act, both from Great Britain 'and America,

were ordered to be laid before the Houfe of Com-
mons. The houfe refolved itfelf into a committee, to

confider of thole papers, about the beginning of the

year 1766, Leave was given to bring in a bill for re- The

pealing an ad of lad feffion of parliament, entitled, f™^
An act for grunting and applying certain ftamp-duties

and other duties, in tVit Britifh colonies and planta-

tions in America, towards defraying the expences of

protecting and fecuring the fame. When this bill

Came into parliament a warm debate enfued, and Mr.
Pi it with fcvera! more members ftrongly urged the

ncceflity pf a repeal. He made a diftinction between
external and internal taxes, and denied not only the

right of parliament to impofe the latter on the colo-

nies, but alfo the judice, equity, policy and expedi-

ency
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eney of exercifing that right. Accordingly, while it

was declared that the King, by and with the confent

of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons
of Great Britain in parliament afTembled, had, have,

and of right ought to have, full power and authority

to make laws and (latutes of fufficient force and vali-

dity to bind the colonies and people of America, fub-

je£h of the crown of Great Britain, in all cafes what-

foever; the ftamp-acl was repealed, becaufe it appear-

ed that the continuance of it would be attended with

many inconveniencies, and might be productive of

confequences detrimental to the commercial interell

of thefe kingdoms.

Which This conceflion in favour of the rifmg ufurpation,
proves fe-

} n ftcad f proving favourable to the commercial inte-
tal to the

rt r % .'ii i i n- r* f

jurifdic- reus or the nation, had rather the contrary efiect, and
tiojiofthe ferved to fet the colonies in fome meafurc free from

parlia-
tne kgiflative authority of Britain. It gave fuch im-

ment in portance to the licentious party in America, and fuch
menca.

fU per ior i ty over the good and loyal fubjecls as had a

manifeft tendency to throw the colonies into a (late of

anarchy and confufion. It ferved to promote a doc-

trine among them fubverfive of all good government,

which plainly implied, that the obedience of fubjecls

was no longer due to the laws^pf the fupreme legiila-

ture, than they in their private judgments might think

them agreeable to their intereft, or the particular no-

tions which they may have framed of a free conftitu-

tion. While it gave countenance and encouragement

to the riotous and turbulent fubjecls in America, who

at that time were neither an opulent nor refpectable

party in the colonies, it expofed the real friends of

government to popular prejudice, and rendered their

affections
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affections more cool, and their future endeavours in

fupport of government more feeble and ineffectual.

For after repealing the damp-aft, without any previous

fubmiflion on the part of the colonies, how could it be

expected that any gentleman would rifque his domedic

peace, his fortune, or his life, in favour of a didant go-

vernment ready to defert him, and leave him fubjeft-

ed to all the infults and outrages of future infurgents?

How could it be imagined that thefe colonies, that

had fet the power of Great Britain at defiance, and

obtained what they aimed at by tumults and infurrec
7

tions, would afterwards remain quiet ? As they had

oppofed the ftamp-aft, aligning for reafon that they

were not reprefented in parliament, was it not evi-

dent that the fame reafon would extend to all other

laws which the parliament might enaft to bind them

in times to come, or had enafted to bind them in

times pad ? The repeal of the damp-aft upon fuch

a principle, and in fuch circumftances of tumult, un-

quedionably ferved to encourage the colonies in dis-

obedience, and to prepare their minds for aiierting

their independence.

When the news of the repeal of this aft reached Andgiv?s

America, it afforded the colonics, as might have been
f tn

-

; .

expected, matter of great triumph. The mod extrava- umph to

gant demondiations of joy, by bonfires, illuminations
t" e COl°*

and ringing of bells, were exhibited in every capital.

The Carolineans fent to England for a marble datue of

Mr. Pitt, and erected it in the middle of Charledown,

in grateful remembrance of the noble dand he had

made in defence of their rights and liberties. Ad~
drefies. Were fent home to the King, acknowledging

the wifdom and juftice of his government in the re-

peal
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peal of the grievous act, and exprefiing their happi-

nefs that their former harmony and commercial in-

tercourfe, i'o beneficial to both countries, were re-^

ftorcd. But foon after it appeared that the power of

Great Britain in America had received a fatal blow,

fuch as flic would never be able to recover, without

the fevereft itruggles and boldeft exertions. For

whatever fair profeffions of friendfhip fome colonies

might make, the ftrongeft of them retained their na-

tural averfion to monarchy, and were well difpofed for

undermining the civil eilablimments, and paving the

way for their entire fubverfion. The Britifh govern-

ment, formerly fo much revered, was now deemed

oppreflive and tyrannical. The little ifland, they faid,

had become jealous of their dawning power and fplen-

dour, and it behoved every one to watch her conduct

with a fharp eye, and carefully guard their civil and

religious liberties. Accordingly, for the future, we

will find, that the more Great Britain feemed to a-

void, the more the colonies feemed to feek for,

grounds of quarrel ; and the more the former ftudied

to unite, by the ties of common intereft, the more

the latter drove to diffolve every political and com-

mercial connection. Their minds and affections be-

ing alienated from the mother country, they next

difcovered an uneafinefs under the reflraints of legal

authority. They quarrelled almoft with every go-

vernor, found fault with all inftructions from Eng-

land which clamed with their leading paflions and

inferefts, and made ufe of every art for weakening

the hands of civil government. Their friends in Bri-

tain had gloried that they had reiifted ; and now

fubjection of every kind was called ilavcry, and the

fpirit of diforder and difobedience which had broke

i out
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©ut continued and prevailed. At length, even the

navigation-act was deemed a yoke, which they wifh-

ed to (hake off, and throw their commerce ope a to

the whole world. Several writers appeared in Ame-
rica in defence of what they were pleafed to call their

natural rights, who had a lucky talent of feafoning

their compoiitions to the palate of the bulk of the

people. Hence the feeds of difaffeclion which had

fprung up in New England fpread through the other

colonies, mfomuch that multitudes became infected

with republican principles, and afpired after indepen-

dence.—But here we fnall ftop for the prcfent time,

and leave the account of their farther ftruggles to-

wards the accomplifliment of this favourite plan to

fome future opportune

I N I




