
 

 

        July 27, 2025 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

Is “Church” Really the Best Word to Use? Maybe Not 
 

I came across this old article from Wes McAdams this week and thought it was another worth 
publishing here. This is an argument I have made multiple times since I have been here, but it 
is worth noting again. His second point of application is particularly pertinent; if it seems that 
a lot of articles lately have been related to assembling, engagement, involvement—well, it’s 
because they have been. Perhaps one of them will sink in. As always, I encourage you to check 
out Wes’s substack, “Radically Christian,” for excellent Biblical content. BP 
 
You are most likely aware the New Testament was not written in English. It was written in 
Greek and therefore must be translated into English. Translators have always had a very diffi-
cult job deciding what English words to use in place of Greek words. The Greek word, 
“ekklesia” is the word most commonly translated, “church.” But given where the English word 
“church” comes from, it is probably not the best word for us to use when talking about the 
people of God. 
 
What is the Etymology of the English Word “Church”? 
Our English word “church” is derived from the Greek word, “kyriakon,” which means, “of the 
Lord.” Although it was never used this way in Scripture, this word was used to refer 
to buildings of worship (i.e. “house of the Lord”). The word eventually evolved into the Ger-
manic word, “kirika” and then eventually into our English word, “church.” 
 
So you see, it’s kind of funny when we say, “The church isn’t the building; the church is the 
people.” Which is something I’ve been told and repeated my whole life.  
 
But technically speaking, the English word, “church” has always referred to a building. 
What we really mean is, the “ekklesia” isn’t the building; the “ekklesia” is the people. So I 
think it’s a shame that English translators chose a word which historically refers to a building 
and used it to translate the Greek word, “ekklesia,” which referred to Christians collectively. 
 
What is Ekklesia? 
The word, “ekklesia” always refers to a group of people. Some have suggested that it is a 
compound word meaning, “called out.” This may be where the word came from, but when it 
was used the emphasis was not on being “called out,” but on coming together.  

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship  
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#800 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 #452 Standing on the Promises 
Closing Prayer by: Gus Tristan  

#480  Blessed Assurance 
#144 O Worship the King  

  
 

We are watching the Chosen series  
 tonight  at 5:00 p.m. 

Welcome by: Don Taylor / Opening Prayer by: Daniel Balch   
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Brooks McKelroy 

Scripture Reading by: Parker Balch  
#578 We Will Glorify 

Communion Devotional by: Don Taylor 
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#622 Ring Out the Message 
Sermon: “Proclaiming the Gospel of  

the Kingdom: Gospel 
1 Cor. 15:1-4 
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Our Sick 
 
Raquel Steed and Jenny Steed Ganneg, 
friends of Lori & Walden David have both 
been diagnosed with cancer. 
 
Anthony Semien, Lori David and Lisa 
Orebo’s brother, had a stroke. He has been 
moved to TIRR in Houston. 
 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Steve Ward,   Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, 
Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Donna 
Wilson,  Oscar Cantu, Jennifer Stelly, Steve 
Ward, Geri Cryer, Gloria McKelroy,   Scott 
Overton, Rickey Lucas, Debbie Lynn, Kim 
Berka, Steve Lunceford 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Catherine Parker, Peggy 
McIntosh, Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis,  Jo 
Ella McKewen 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific, 
Mani Pagidopali in India 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  
Bobby Rader       Daniel Balch         Bryant Perkins                 
Don Taylor         Danny Balch 
Robert Ward       Walden David 
          Gus Tristan 

Upcoming Activities 
 

Elders, Minister meeting Monday, July 28th at 
5:30 p.m.. 
 
Bridal Shower for Hope & Dylan Balch on 
Sunday, Aug. 3rd from 2-4 p.m. in the fellow-
ship room.  For more information see Patti 
Davis. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Tuesday, Aug. 5th at 8:00 a.m. 

In Acts 7:38, “ekklesia” refers to Israel and is translated “congregation.” In Acts 19, “ekklesia” 
refers to a group of citizens gathered together and is translated “assembly” (vs. 32, 39, 41). Both of 
these English words capture the meaning of “ekklesia” very well. When we hear the word 
“assembly,” we know we are talking about a group of people who “assemble.” And when we hear, 
“congregation,” we know we are talking about a group of people who “congregate.” 
 
We often use the word “congregation” to refer to the local “ekklesia,” but have you ever thought 
about the fact that the universal body of Christ could accurately be called “congregation”? We are 
the great world-wide congregation of the saved. The same is true with the word “assembly.” The 
Lord’s church – the saved throughout the world – are an assembly of the redeemed. 
 
Why does it matter? 
I’m not saying we should never use the word, “church.” It has become a part of our vocabulary over 
the last several hundred years and it’s not going anywhere. But this is an important discussion for a  
least a couple of reasons: 
 
1. Don’t be so quick to play the role of semantics police. When we correct people about things 
like calling the building a “church,” we may find out that they were technically correct all along. 
But beyond that, we forfeit many good opportunities to teach people about Jesus when we care more 
 about correcting their use of the English language. 
 
2. Realize that “ekklesia” is about being an assembly. The most important reason this issue must 
be discussed is because we have come to a point in our culture where many Christians see no need 
to come to the worship assembly. They believe they can be “members of the church” without ever 
assembling. But if we started thinking of the church as the “assembly” then we might realize that an 
 assembly assembles! 
 
And even when the assembly is not assembled, we should still think of ourselves as a member of 
the assembly of Jesus Christ (both locally and universally). The rest of the assembly should be on 
our hearts and our minds as we go throughout our day. We should pray for the assembly, look for 
every opportunity to assemble with them, and encourage them “all the more as [we] see the Day 
drawing near” (Hebrews 10:25). 
 
 Jesus died to save His assembly. Someday He is coming back to take His assembly home to 
heaven. On that day, the great assembly of Christ will be assembled around the throne of God and 
we will praise His name forever and ever. 
 
 Here’s a sobering thought: If you don’t appreciate the assembly now, what makes you think you’ll 
appreciate it – or even be a part of it – for eternity? Think about it. 
 
  
  


