TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Don Taylor / Opening Prayer by: Robert Ward
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Brooks McKelroy

#875 Home of the Soul
#989 Soon and Very Soon

Scripture Reading by: Pierce Balch
#324 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed

Communion Devotional by:
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#587 Sing and Be Happy
Sermon: “Man of Sorrows”
Isaiah: 53:1-5

#909 There’s a Fountain Free
#508 A Wonderful Savior
Closing Prayer by: James Scott

July 13, 2025

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

We are watching the Chosen series
tonight at 5:00 p.m.

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

The End of Grief

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on
their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God
will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5)

Many in our community have been grieving in recent days. We are going to talk about that more in our
lesson this morning. But I want to expand on that in a different direction here: this text pictures the end
of grief in our eternal home with God, a place where grief shall be no more.

It is interesting that some of the most significant things said about the place the Lord is preparing for
his people are negative—that is, about what is not there rather than what is. Perhaps that is logical. If
you were going to describe an untaught resident of the Arctic region a tropical country, you could
hardly give him a conception of it by mentioning things that are there. What would a palm tree mean to
a man who had never seen anything but snow and ice? What would brightly colored birds mean to one
who had only seen the gull or penguin? What would an elephant or lion mean to someone who had
seen only the seal?

You would have to begin the other way. You would have to begin by telling this person what is not
there. You would say there is no snow, no ice, no polar bears. In a way, that is how Scripture talks
about eternity; it tells us that things we are accustomed to here will never be seen again.

No Night
Our text says night will be no more. If there is no night, it is because the shadows cast by human life
have disappeared.

No Pain

There shall be no night there because there shall be no pain there. He will wipe away every tear from
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore,
for the former things have passed away (Rev 21:4).

The involuntary expression of those in intense pain is “O God!” Pain makes people think of God; enig-
matically, it may in fact be a minister of God. Who among us, seeing others in pain, has not wished that
we had the power to put an end to it? What we wish for here will be the reality of the life in heaven.
There will be no shadow to fall over us or our knowledge of God. In that land where there is no night,
there will be no night of pain. We will see his face and know he is there.




Qur Sick

Steve Lunceford has cancer and is taking
chemo treatments. He is doing better.

Anthony Semien, Lori David and Lisa
Orebo’s brother, had a stroke. He has been
moved to TIRR in Houston.

Continued Prayers

(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Steve Ward, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole,
Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Donna
Wilson, Oscar Cantu, Jennifer Stelly, Steve
Ward, Geri Cryer, Gloria McKelroy, Scott
Overton, Rickey Lucas, Debbie Lynn, Kim
Berka

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim  Smith, Catherine Parker, Peggy

Mclntosh, Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis, Jo
Ella McKewen

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific,
Mani Pagidopali in India

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meeting Monday, June 14th at
5:30 p.m..

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Thursday, July 17th at 8:00 a.m.

Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the family of

Marjorie Gunter a former member here. She
passed away on July 4th. A Memorial service
will be held on Saturday, July 26th at 1:00 p.m.
at Goldthwaite Church of Christ.

Children’s Summer Movie Series

The youth will be watching Kings of Kings in
the family life center while adults attend
Wednesday night services. There will be a dis-
cussion, memory work, and food will be pro-
vided. This will be part of a 4 night series. So
make sure you don’t miss a night! Contact
Emily Nance for more information.
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No Sorrow

There shall be no night there for there shall be no sorrow. Sorrow and pain lie very close together. Some-
times, sorrow is the result of pain. But there is a deeper pain than the pain of the body—that of the spirit
and the heart. We could call that grief.

Have you considered what it means that Jesus was a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief? He was just
like us. Sorrow is one of the deepest facets of human life. When we see Jesus weeping—grieving—at the
grave of Lazarus, then we are willing to listen to him.

Who among us has not wished that we had the power to wipe away tears? We will not have to worry
about that on the other side. What could be more beautiful and tender that that God shall wipe away all
tears form their eyes? There will be no more sorrow; no more grief.

No Curse

Or no longer will anything be accursed as the ESV puts it. This is the same as saying “there shall be no
more sin.” In the beginning, God’s creation was good; it was blessed. Sin blighted it. The curse is noth-
ing but the curse of sin. Yet where can we escape that curse? Where is sin not found? Sin is as universal
as human nature, as lasting as human history.

But this pictures the long reign of sin is ended. Sin is so common a fact in our present life that it is al-
most impossible for us to imagine a world without its curse. But wouldn’t this be a wonderful world if
there were no sin in it? Paul would write, O death where is your sting? O death where is your victory?
Here we can say that only in faith and only in prospect. We say it in view of Christ’s great victory over
sin.

But there we can see the result for ourselves. Death has had a long reign, but now that reign is no more.
The pale horse and his rider shall never ride again. There shall be no more night for there shall be no
more night of death—and no more grief that death brings.

The rich man of Luke 16 had a message for those he had left behind. While that is only a parable, we
might wonder sometimes what those on the other side would say if they could bring us a message.

I am certain those with God would have wonderful things to tell us.

To those in sorrow, they would say to not mourn as those who have no hope.

To those in doubt, they would bring the message of the life to come.

To those tempted, they would say endure every loss.

To those who have sinned, they would bring the message of repentance.

To those who grieve, they would bring comfort—one day, grief will be forever ended.

Bryant Perkins



