
 

 

        Sept. 17, 2023 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

3 Suggestions for the Lord’s Supper 
 

We are considering going back to passing trays when we take the Lord’s Supper in the near future. In 
conjunction with that, I was thinking about our practice more generally this week and ran across this 
article from Wes McAdams. You have likely heard me say similar things to all 3 of these suggestions on 
occasion; I not only endorse them, but thought they might be helpful for you, too, because sometimes 
hearing another voice make the same point drives it home in a different way. I commend it to your at-
tention, and, as always, recommend you check out his blog, Radically Christian. BP 
 
When the Lord brought His people out of Egyptian bondage, He instituted a meal to remind them annu-
ally of what He had done. And when the Lord brought His people out of bondage to sin, He instituted a 
meal to remind them weekly of what He had done. This memorial meal that we share every week is of 
great significance. So, here are a few personal thoughts on how we take the Lord’s Supper. 
 
1. Make Togetherness a Priority 
When I was a teenager, I used to help pass the communion trays during the assembly. While I was pay-
ing attention to who had received the tray and who had not, it was difficult to think deeply about the 
sacrifice of Jesus. So I used to take my cup and some bread home in order to take the Lord’s Supper by 
myself later. I thought this was preferable because it gave me the time to really think. However, I was 
actually neglecting one of the most important elements of the Lord’s Supper – togetherness. 
 
When the apostle Paul talked about the Lord’s Supper, it was in the context of unity and togetherness. 
He scolded the Corinthians, When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you eat. For in 
eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk (1 Corinthians 
11:20-21). And then he instructed them, So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for 
one another (1 Corinthians 11:33). 
 
This element of the Lord’s Supper is particularly important when we consider the common practice of 
taking the Lord’s Supper to homebound members. For years I’ve wondered, why do we take commun-
ion to someone without taking it with them? It seems to me, if we are going to make sure someone 
doesn’t miss out on the bread and the cup, we ought to make sure they don’t miss out on eating with 
fellow Christians. The same is true, I believe, when we offer the Lord’s Supper at our Sunday evening 
assemblies. 
 
The Lord’s Supper ought always to be shared. After all, the word “communion” means to share some-
thing. 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#Almost Persuaded 
 #881 Mansion Over the Hilltop 
Closing Prayer by: River Lucy 

#144 O Worship the King 
#453 Love Lifted Me 

  
Our Small Groups will meet tonight. 

Don Taylor’s group will meet tonight at  
the building at 5:00 p.m.  

Welcome by: Daniel Balch /  Opening Prayer by: Craig Girard  
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Bobby Rader 

Scripture Reading by: Rock Cary 
#509 I Will Sing the Wondrous Story 

Communion Devotional by: Jerry Mallernee  
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#678 More About Jesus 
Sermon: “In Search of Wisdom” 

Ecclesiastes 7:15-29 
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Our Sick   
Ken Coleman will be having surgery in the 
near future. 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Steve Ward,  Oscar Cantu, Caitlin Smith, 
Virginia Cole, Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stif-
flemire, Donna Wilson,  Patricia Prater, 
Edna Semien, Wilson Semien, Betty 
Spencer, Willie Spencer, James Wilson, Jo 
Ella McKewen,   Kelly McCain 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Catherine 
Parker, Peggy McIntosh, Lois Watts, Willo 
Dean Ellis 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  
Ken Coleman       Zach Arthur         Bryant Perkins 
Bobby Rader       Daniel Balch 
Don Taylor          Danny Balch 
Robert Ward       Walden David 
                            Gus Tristan         

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Minister meeting Monday, Sept. 18th 
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Thursday, Sept. 21st at 8:00 a.m. 

  

Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the prayers, cards and visits dur-
ing my stay in the rehab center. 
Lon Hobbs 

Sympathy 
We extend our sympathy to Jeneva Liefester 
on the death of her husband Winston.  He 
passed away Friday morning. 

2. Make the Resurrection Part of the Conversation 
I have heard preachers say things like, “The Lord’s Supper should be about the death of Jesus and not His 
resurrection.” It actually bothers some people to mention the resurrection in the comments or prayers before 
the Lord’s Supper. Personally, I think it should bother us if the resurrection is not part of that conversation. 
 
I think the reason it bothers some people to mention the resurrection is the fact that the apostle Paul wrote, 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes (1 Corin-
thians 11:26). They assume that since the Lord’s Supper is a proclamation of Jesus’ death it should not be a 
proclamation of His resurrection. 
 
However, I believe Paul is actually using a figure of speech known as a “synecdoche.” A synecdoche is when 
we use a part of something to represent the whole. For example, when a person says, “Check out my new set 
of wheels,” they really mean a whole car, not just four wheels. Paul often did the same thing. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 2:2, Paul wrote, For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him cru-
cified. Did Paul mean that when he was in Corinth, he only preached the crucifixion of Jesus and not Jesus’ 
resurrection? Of course not. Paul also said that when he was in Corinth, he preached the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus as of first importance (1 Corinthians 15:1-5). Furthermore, He went on to say, If Christ 
has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain (1 Corinthians 15:14). 
 
The whole purpose of a Sunday assembly is the Resurrection of Jesus. We do not take the Lord’s Supper on 
the Thursday night on which Jesus instituted it, or the Friday He was crucified, but on the Sunday He rose 
from the dead. We do not proclaim the death of a Savior who is still in a tomb, but the death of a Savior who 
lives and reigns. 
 
3. It Doesn’t Always Have to be Somber 
Early Christians called the Lord’s Supper “eucharist,” which comes from the Greek word which means, “give 
thanks.” It is the word Paul used in 1 Corinthians 11:24 concerning Jesus, When He had given thanks… The 
Lord’s Supper is supposed to be the ultimate “thanksgiving” meal. 
 
Another word Paul uses is “proclaim” (1 Corinthians 11:26). This word means to preach or to announce. In a 
sense, we are preaching the Gospel when take the Lord’s Supper. We are announcing to the world, 
“Something wonderful has happened! The King has given Himself for our sins and He has set us free from 
sin and death! Hallelujah! We are saved!” 
 
When we take the Lord’s Supper, we should do so soberly, but that doesn’t mean it has to be somberly. Yes, 
it is sad Jesus had to suffer and die, but that suffering is over and now He is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God (Hebrews 12:2). Yes, it is sad that we have sinned, but we have been washed, sanctified, and 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Corinthians 6:11). 
 
If taking the Lord’s Supper means proclaiming the death of Jesus until He returns, then it means the Lord’s 
Supper should be a time of joyfully celebrating the Good News that we have been set free from bondage! No 
matter what else happened during the week, we can gather together with our brothers and sisters, communing 
with one another, remembering we are being saved by the blood of Jesus Christ 


