TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Daniel Balch / Opening Prayer by: Don Taylor
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Bobby Rader

#144 O, Worship the King
#162 All Hail the Power of Jesus Name

Scripture Reading by: Rock Cary
#382 Why Did My Savior Come to Earth?

Communion Devotional by: Don Lynn
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#589 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Sermon: “Faith Prays”
James 5:13-18

#912 Burdens Are Lifted at Calvary
#538 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
Closing Prayer by: Gus Tristan

June 18, 2023

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

We will be watching the second season of
“The Chosen” at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday nights in
the fellowship room.

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

Who Do You Look Like?

On this Father’s Day, I would like for us to consider the fact that God has revealed himself to
us as Father. That is how Jesus taught us to address God; the Aramaic term is abba. This is not
“daddy,” as is often said; it is the only word for father in Aramaic. But that does indicate an
intimate relationship that God wishes to have with his children—and that model, of God as our
Father, then presents a great challenge for earthly fathers to live up to.

Beyond that, what this means for all of us, whether we are fathers or not, is that we should be
shaped by our Heavenly Father. When my brother came and filled in for me last month, a
number of you mentioned to me how much he reminded you of my dad: his looks, his manner-
isms, and especially his voice. It’s not possible for him to deny his parentage. That is often the
case: children reveal who their father is from their personality, from their characteristics, from
their appearance.

Just as we all had earthly parents whose influence, for good or bad, we have felt in many ways,
and just as you fathers and grandfathers influence your children and grandchildren, we are also
all spiritual children of a Heavenly Father. Do we feel his influence in our family and on our
lives in the same way?

If there is one thing the world needs to know more about and to put into practice, it is the love
manifested to us and modeled by our Father. It’s so important that Jesus devoted a whole sec-
tion of the Sermon on the Mount to it:

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of
your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward do
you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers,
what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-48)




Qur Sick

Kelly McCain will have surgery on Tues-
day, June 27th for his eye and tumor.

Brooke Ann Smith, Gloria McKelroy’s
granddaughter, is having pregnancy compli-
cations.

Robert Modisette has been placed on hos-
pice care.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)

Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Oscar Cantu, Cait-
lin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Leisha Jones,
Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe Edd Stif-
flemire, Donna Wilson, Bryan Senegal, Cyn-
this Deblanc, Patricia Prater, Richard Prater,
Edna Semien, Wilson Semien, Gloria
Moore, Betty Spencer, Willie Spencer,
James Wilson, Jo Ella McKewen

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy Mclntosh,
Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meet Monday, June 19th at
5:30 p.m.

VBS is Saturday, June 24th from 9-2 p.m.

We served 90 families in the food bank on
Thursday.

Summer Book Club
The book we are reading and studying is
“Gentle and Lowly”. A sign up sheet is on the
bulletin board. We will meet each Thursday at
6:00 p.m. If you are interested in this see Bry-
ant.

VBS Yard Signs
Our VBS yard signs are here. Be sure and pick
one up today.

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific
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We might think Jesus is being unrealistic here. But he never asks us to do anything we cannot
do. Here, in essence, he says that, when people look at us, they should see the family resem-
blance with our Father; Jesus wants people to see our Father in us. To be perfect in context is
not moral perfection, but to perfect our love, just as God’s love and care is perfect. That doesn’t
mean flawless. The Greek word means “mature, fully equipped, complete.” In other words, our
love, like God’s, is to be ready to meet the task.

Think about the magnificence of God’s love. It is incomparable. He lets his sun shine and his
rain fall on everyone. They belong to him, and we could not exist in the world without them; he
could distribute their benefits any way he sees fit. But he freely shares them with everyone. He
doesn’t shower us with blessings based on our goodness or withhold them due to our imperfec-
tion. He is completely without partiality.

That is precisely where our love is mediocre by comparison. If we ran the world, based on the
way we treat people most of the time, we would give lots of sunshine to those we really like or
can benefit us in some way. We would make it dependent on good behavior for those we are
ambivalent about. And we would deprive some people of it altogether.

Jesus’ words shock us with his expectations, so radically different from our normal behavior.
When someone hits you on the right cheek, turn the other one as well. When someone forces
you to go a mile with them, go two. You’re not going to love just your friends, love your ene-
mies.

Christian love is demanding. As Jesus told a young lawyer who questioned him as to the great-
est commandment, we must love God with every bit of our being and we must love our
neighbor just like we love ourselves (Mark 12:28-31). God demonstrates his love for us in
countless ways, but preeminently in sending Jesus into the world on our behalf (John 3:16). If
we want to be known as his children, we need to reflect that same love out into the world.

Do people see your Father when they look at you?

Bryant Perkins



