TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome by: Don Taylor/Opening Prayer by: Bobby Rader
Morning Assembly Song Leader: River Lucy

#578 We Will Glorify
#577 We Bow Down
Scripture Reading by: Parker Balch
#313 The Old Rugged Cross
Communion Devotional by: David Smith
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#396 No Not One
Sermon: “Be Thankful”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

#555 Seek Ye First
#15 Step by Step
Closing Prayer by: Gus Tristan

Nov. 20, 2022

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

Tonight is our
3rd Sunday Evening
Singing

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

Assemble With Prayer and Songs of Praise

[ find historical Thanksgiving Proclamations to be interesting with the insights they provide
into the times in which they were issued, and that is why I have shared a couple of them with
you in the past. I believe we have reprinted the one issued by George Washington in 1789—the
first National Thanksgiving Proclamation—as well as that of Abraham Lincoln in 1863, which
ultimately led to Thanksgiving being established as a national holiday.

This morning, I have for your consideration a lesser-known example from the 22" President
(and 24" if you're ever in a trivia contest and need to know the only President to serve two
nonconsecutive terms), Grover Cleveland. I have included it here because of the sentiments it
preserves, which I find extremely significant.

On the one hand, Cleveland extols the day as one set aside for “a reunion of families,” antici-
pating what is arguably the dominant note in contemporary observances of the holiday. And,
indeed, I hope that you all enjoy good times reminiscing with family and friends over the next
several days.

But he also commends the suspension of all secular business so the people can “assemble in
their usual places of worship and with prayer and songs of praise” to thank God for his bless-
ings. It’s worth pondering how the relationship between church and state has evolved over the
vears, more than that, it is striking that Thanksgiving was once associated with a host of peo-
ple engaged in communal devotions that wasn’t a football game.

Finally, he urges “remembrance of the poor,” which stands in sharp rebuke to the consumer-
ism that grips us with Black Friday sales that now bleed into Thanksgiving Day itself-

There is a lot to reflect on here. I encourage you to ponder it and perhaps take some of the
thoughts into your own observance this week. Happy Thanksgiving. BP

By the President of the United States
A Proclamation

The American people have always abundant cause to be thankful to Almighty God, whose
watchful care and guiding hand have been manifested in every stage of their national life,
guarding and protecting them in time of peril and safely leading them in the hour of darkness
and of danger.




Qur Sick
Gary Nielsen is in Methodist Hospital.

Kristy Favro, Lydia Mallernee’s daughter is
having health problems.

Howard Duhon has been placed on hospice
care.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Tina Garcia, Oscar
Cantu, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Lei-
sha Jones, Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe
Edd Stifflemire, Susan McCain, Gary Niel-
sen

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy Mclntosh,
Lois Watts, Willo Dean Ellis

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister meeting Monday, Nov. 21st
at 5:30 p.m..

We will not have a meal on Wednesday, Nov.
23rd.

We will have a meal on Sunday evening, Nov.
27th at 5:00 p.m. in the family life center.

We will have a meal Wednesday evening, Nov.
30th at 5:30 p.m. in the family life center.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Tuesday, Dec. 6th at 8:00 a.m.

Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to Hollie Strick-

hausen and her family on the passing of her
mother, Virginia Pickard. She passed away
Wednesday night. Funeral arrangements are

pending.

Elders Deacons Minister

Ken Coleman  Zach Arthur Bryant Perkins
Bobby Rader ~ Daniel Balch

Don Taylor Danny Balch

Robert Ward ~ Walden David

Gus Tristan
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It is fitting and proper that a nation thus favored should on one day in every year, for that pur-
pose especially appointed, publicly acknowledge the goodness of God and return thanks to Him
for all His gracious gifts.

Therefore, I, Grover Cleveland, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate
and set apart Thursday, the 26th day of November instant, as a day of public thanksgiving and
prayer, and do invoke the observance of the same by all the people of the land.

On that day let all secular business be suspended, and let the people assemble in their usual
places of worship and with prayer and songs of praise devoutly testify their gratitude to the
Giver of Every Good and Perfect Gift for all that He has done for us in the year that has passed;
for our preservation as a united nation and for our deliverance from the shock and danger of po-
litical convulsion; for the blessings of peace and for our safety and quiet while wars and rumors
of wars have agitated and afflicted other nations of the earth; for our security against the
scourge of pestilence, which in other lands has claimed its dead by thousands and filled the
streets with mourners; for plenteous crops which reward the labor of the husbandman and in-
crease our nation's wealth, and for the contentment throughout our borders which follows in the
train of prosperity and abundance.

And let there also be on the day thus set apart a reunion of families, sanctified and chastened by
tender memories and associations; and let the social intercourse of friends, with pleasant remi-
niscence, renew the ties of affection and strengthen the bonds of kindly feeling.

And let us by no means forget while we give thanks and enjoy the comforts which have
crowned our lives that truly grateful hearts are inclined to deeds of charity, and that a kind and
thoughtful remembrance of the poor will double the pleasures of our condition and render our
praise and thanksgiving more acceptable in the sight of the Lord.

Done at the city of Washington, this 2d day of November, 1885, and of the Independence of the
United States the one hundred and tenth.

-Grover Cleveland



