
 

 

        July 31, 2022 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

Love Isn’t the Only Thing That Matters, But it Matters Most 
 

We have been studying 1 Corinthians in our Sunday morning Bible class all year. For the last sev-
eral weeks, we have slowed our pace as we have very deliberately been working our way through 
chapter 13. Paul’s words there on love are familiar to all of us—familiar to the point that, I think, 
we sometimes fail to appreciate just how significant they are. But he makes the point that no matter 
what we might accomplish for the Lord, if we do not have love, it is worthless. By a happy coinci-
dence, Wes McAdams just happened to repost this article he wrote a few years ago this week. It 
aptly sums up what we have been talking about, and so it seemed good for me to publish it here for 
your benefit (and, as always, I encourage you to check out his blog “Radically Christian”). BP 
 
The Greatest Commands 
In Matthew 22:34-40, Jesus said the two greatest commandments were to: 

1. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
2. Love your neighbor as yourself. 

 
It is easy to see that “love” is the greatest command. But you might think–because Jesus says lov-
ing God is the greatest and loving neighbor is the second greatest–that our relationship with people 
should take a backseat to our relationship with God. But is that true? Should things like worship 
take precedence over relationships with people? 
 
Here is what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:23-24): So if you are offering 
your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your 
gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift. 
 
Offering a gift at the altar was important, but repairing a broken relationship was more important. 
The relationship took precedence over worship. Jesus also taught that there were more important 
and less important parts of the Law. All of it should be kept, but things like justice and mercy and 
faithfulness were the weightier matters (Matthew 23:23). 
 
Loving God first and loving our neighbor second doesn’t mean our religious practices should 
trump our relationships with people. It means we love people because we love God. Our love for 
God informs and invigorates our love for our neighbor. 

 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch 
 Welcome by: Bobby Rader / Opening Prayer by: Robert Ward 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#902 Nothing But the Blood 
 #634 We’ll Work Till Jesus Comes 
Closing Prayer by: David Warren 

Scripture Reading by: Parker Balch  
 #701 My Jesus I Love Thee 

Communion Devotional by: Don Lynn 
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

 
We will be viewing the series 

The Chosen at 5:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship room 

#453 Love Lifted Me 
#797 Lord We Come Before thee Now 

#300 Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Sermon: “Story Time ” 

 Acts 13:13-52 
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Our Sick  
Evelyn Coleman  is recovering from covid. 
 
Ann Rogers is recovering from covid. 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Tina Garcia, Oscar 
Cantu, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Lei-
sha Jones, Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe 
Edd Stifflemire, Susan McCain, Gary Niel-
sen 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy McIntosh, 
Lois Watts 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  
Ken Coleman       Zach Arthur         Bryant Perkins 
Bobby Rader       Daniel Balch 
Don Taylor          Danny Balch 
Robert Ward        Walden David 
                             Gus Tristan         

Upcoming Activities  
Elders, Minister  meeting Monday, Aug. 1st  
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Tuesday, Aug. 2nd at 8:00 a.m. 
 
We will have a meal this Wednesday, Aug. 3rd 
at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Faith and Service without Love 
As it pertains to this subject, 1 Corinthians 13 is one of the most profound passages in the New 
Testament. Paul wrote: If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I 
gain nothing. 
 
Do you see what he said? Your religious understanding, your religious knowledge, your faith, 
and your service are absolutely WORTHLESS if you don’t have love. All of the things Paul 
listed are important, but love is the most important, because without love none of the rest of it 
even matters. 
 
You’re probably familiar with Paul’s description of what love looks like. He wrote: Love is pa-
tient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 
You don’t get to be impatient, unkind, and rude to your neighbor and say you actually love 
them, because the Bible says that is not loving. Your faith, understanding, knowledge, and ser-
vice are all incredibly important, but they are meaningless if you treat people poorly. 
 
Why It Matters 
Some might be asking, “Why do we have to determine what is most important? Why do we 
have to rank things? Isn’t it all equally important?” But as we’ve already seen, Jesus and His 
apostles say it is NOT all equally important. Every biblical issue is important, but love is the 
most important. 
 
And it matters because if we don’t love our brethren, our neighbors, and even our enemies, then 
it doesn’t matter how right we are about doctrine or worship practices. And as a group, a church 
can believe right, worship right, teach right, and be organized right, but if they are not loving 
then they are not Christ’s church (see 1 John 4:7-21). 
 
Isn’t it interesting how we get things backwards so often? We tend to care more about a 
brother’s view on worship than we do his view on war. We care more about what he believes 
about God than about how he treats the poor, the immigrant, and the widow. We all prioritize 
things. The question is, do we have the same priorities as God? 
 
Again, every biblical issue matters. What you believe about God matters. How you worship 
matters. But in the end, love matters most. We all need to meditate on that truth for awhile and 
then go out and show Christ’s love to the world. 
 


