
 

 

        July 17, 2022 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

 Jesus Loves Me 
 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named,  that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us,  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:14-21) 
 
There are a number of interesting things we might note from this passage.  The intercessory prayer life 
of the apostle Paul is stressed. We are also told to whom he prayed: the Father, from whom every fam-
ily in heaven and on earth is named. But we want to focus on what he prayed for. Among the many 
things Paul requests, one stands out: he wants them to be able to comprehend the love of God. He men-
tions four dimensions of God’s love in v. 18: breadth, length, height, and depth. 
 
When I think of the breadth of God’s love, I think of the most famous verse in the Bible, John 3:16: 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. God loves the world; his love does not discriminate in any way. There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, neither bond nor free. Often our love is so narrow by comparison—we love other peo-
ple like us. But God’s love extends to all kinds of people. Just consider the examples in the book of 
Acts: all races—Jews, Samaritans, Greeks, Romans; all social classes—rich and poor, rulers and pow-
erless; both men and women of all levels of respectability, education, or any other criteria you might 
name. God’s love is not just for a chosen few or a small circle, but for everyone!  
 
When I think of the length of God’s love, I recall that God is love (1 Jn 4:18). Love is God’s nature—
and that means that God’s love is endless. The love of God can only be measured by eternity. We see 
that clearly indicated in Scripture: it was his love that motivated him to create; that formulated a plan 
for redemption; that is working in the present; that prepares a place for his people. God’s love is the 
past, present, and future! And it is further seen in that it endures. Justice says that we are unworthy to 
live, but his grace and mercy—his love—spares us. God even allows his blessing to flow to the rebel-
lious! He sends rain on the just and on the unjust (Mt 5:45).  How different that is from our fickle love! 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship    

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

#947 Jesus Is Tenderly Calling 
 #742 When Upon Life’s Billows 
Closing Prayer by: James Scott 

Scripture Reading by: Joseph Girard   
 #376 He Paid a Debt 

Communion Devotional by: Craig Girard 
Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

 
We will be a VBS work night this evening. 

  

#2 We Praise Thee, O God 
Welcome by: Bobby Rader 

Opening Prayer by: Walden David  
#3 Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah 

#144 O, Worship the King 

#162 All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 
Sermon: “A Pair of Kings ” 

 Acts 12 
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Our Sick  
Evelyn Coleman  is recovering from covid. 
 
Addie David is recovering from covid. 
 
Robert Modisette has covid. 
 

Continued Prayers 
(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Geri Cryer, Steve Ward, Tina Garcia, Oscar 
Cantu, Caitlin Smith, Virginia Cole, Ka’Lei-
sha Jones, Linda Frank, Ken Coleman, Joe 
Edd Stifflemire, Susan McCain 

 Shut Ins 
 
 
 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy McIntosh, 
Lois Watts 

Our Missionaries 
 
 
 
 
 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities  
Elders, Minister  meeting Monday, July 18th 
at 5:30 p.m.. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Thursday, July 21st at 8:00 a.m. 
 
We will have a Blood Drive on Monday, July 
25th from 4-8 p.m. in the fellowship room. A 
sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. 
 
Primetimers will be going to Cheddars in 
Baytown on July 26th at 6:00 p.m.  A sign up 
sheet is on the bulletin board.  A driver is 
needed. 

The height of God’s love is seen in the lofty purposes it creates. God so loves us that he might save us 
and give us life. God has loved us so we might reflect his love to the world. We are created in him for 
good works (Eph 2:10).  We are to be salt and light, so that others see our good works and glorify God. 
Our love is so often selfish in nature: it is based on what we want and what we can get out of it. But 
God’s love creates us to be a blessing for others. 
 
When I think of the depth of God’s love, I can remember that God so loved the world.  Now that prop-
erly has to do with the manner in which he loved it, not the extent of his love, as we often think. But the 
idea is still not far off the mark: we see the depth of God’s love precisely in the manner he demonstrated 
it. The world was lost, it was perishing, in desperate need of redemption. So God made the supreme sac-
rifice in the giving of His Son. God’s love stooped and became incarnate, it reached down and lifted up 
even the vilest sinner. 
 
Anna Warner and her sister Susan lived in a lovely townhouse in New York City. Their father, Henry 
Whiting Warner, was a successful lawyer there. But the panic of 1837 wrecked the family finances. 
They were forced to sell out and move to a stately but rather ramshackle house. It was a Revolutionary 
War era mansion located on Constitution Island, just across from West Point. 
 
Anna and Susan saw the need to contribute to the income, so they began writing poems and stories for 
publication. The girls launched parallel literary careers. The result was modest success: 106 publications, 
18 of them co-written. 
 
For more than 50 years, the sisters would arrange for cadets from West Point to row over for Bible 
classes. When Anna died at 95 years old, she was buried with full military honors. She and her sister are 
the only civilians in the cemetery at West Point. The school still maintains the home as a museum to 
their memory. 
 
Anna’s most lasting legacy comes from a novel, titled “Say and Seal.” It was a best seller, second only to 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” in its day. In the story, a little boy named Johnny Fox is dying. His Sunday School 
teacher comforts him in his arms. He rocks him and makes up a little song. “Jesus loves me, this I 
know…” The hymn writer William Bradbury read the words of the song and put them to music. And 
soon, this became the best known children’s hymn on earth.  
 
That song we all know is as good a summary of the message of this text as any. God, in Christ, has given 
his love to us: 
 
As broad as the world. 
As long as eternity. 
As deep as sin and misery. 
As high as heaven. 
 
May our hearts respond to the great love by loving him in return. 
 

Bryant Perkins 

VBS 
VBS is July 18-21st from 6-8 p.m.  We will 
have classes for all ages (including adults).   
 
Yard signs for VBS are available in the foyer. 

Sympathy 
We extend our sympathy to Pat Hobbs and her 
family on the death of her sister Debra Curtiss. 


