TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP
Welcome by: Bobby Rader /Opening Prayer by: Walden David
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons
#381 Years I Spent in Vanity
Medley
#841 Hide Me, O My Savior
#738Take the Name of Jesus with You
#549 There Is Sunshine in My Soul
Scripture Reading by: Matthew Girard
#349 Ten Thousand Angels
Lord’s Supper and Contribution
#837 I Need Thee Every Hour
Sermon: "The Friend of Sinners"
Mark 2:13-17
#878 Sweet By & By
#875 Home of the Soul
Closing Prayer by: Craig Girard

Welcome by Bobby Rader
Evening Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons
#615 He Keeps Me Singing
#406 Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Scripture Reading: Parker Balch
Opening Prayer: Phillip Strickhausen
#940 Only a Step
Sermon: “His Life: Jesus in the Prophets"
Luke 24:25-27
#852 When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder
#945 Kneel at the Cross
Closing Prayer: Bobby Rader
Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship
Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes

Mar. 8, 2020

“Stand Firm in…Liberty”
Galatians 5:1
O You of Little Faith
The most pressing matter in the news this week is obviously the Coronavirus. Searching the
term in Google returns a number of articles, and there are constant updates. As I type this, I see
a warning that cash could be spreading the virus; the King County, Washington government,
dealing with the worst outbreak in the US, have bought a quarantine motel; and that one official in a news conference promoted common sense measures to check the spread of the disease,
like not touching your face, mere seconds before licking her finger to turn a page in her notes.
And there are numerous other articles, of course.
No one really knows how serious this disease is, with some downplaying it compared to the flu
and others preparing as if it’s the Black Death. Based on the early research published in a helpful infographic in the New York Times, it appears the truth is (as it so often is) between those
two extremes: on the one hand, it appears to be much more contagious than other recent pandemics-du-jour like SARS (itself a coronavirus) or the Bird Flu; on the other hand, it is seemingly not nearly as deadly as those diseases, with early estimates placing its lethality between
the normal seasonal flu and the Spanish Flu that swept the globe after the First World War. In
short, while the Coronavirus is certainly nothing to sneeze at, some of the alarm is probably
overblown; perhaps the greater concern at this point is a panicky public hoarding supplies and
keeping them from those that need them most.
In the midst of all this, what I know beyond any doubt is that Christians are not to be characterized by fear. Recall a familiar story we read in Matthew 14, where Jesus walks on the water to
go to the disciples. He had insisted that they get into a ship and go to the other side of the Sea
of Galilee while he sent the crowd away. Far from the shore, the wind and the waves were assailing them in that small vessel. Then, in the dark of the night, Jesus came walking across the
sea to them and they were afraid. So Jesus tried to reassure them that there was no reason to
fear. Peter asked, then, that he be permitted to go out to Jesus and he began to walk on the water – until he looked around and realized what he was doing. He started to sink because of his
fear of the waves and cried out, Lord, save me! In response, Jesus said to Peter, O you of little
faith, why did you doubt? Moffat’s translation renders that How little you trust me! Jesus did
save him and they walked on to the ship. When they boarded it, the wind ceased. The presence
of the Lord brought safety.
Where Jesus was, there was safety. Only without Jesus there was reason to fear.

Our Sick
Derrick Loften is recovering from burns.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri
Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank &
Tina Garcia, Dayla Hale, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Barry Johnson , Cheryl Mast
Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Sheffield, Dr. Ronald Davis, Larry Hicks, Mark
Wilcox, Bill Lunceford
Our Missionaries
Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa,
Rod Kyle in the South Pacific
Plastic Bags
The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery
bags and egg cartons. A barrel is in the
foyer.

Upcoming Activities
Elders, Minister meet Monday, March 9th at
7:00 p.m.

Privilege to Serve
th
Sunday, Mar. 8
Communion Preparation: Sara Smathers
Nursery Attendants: Jane Tinkle, Rita Upton
th:

Communion Preparation for Sunday, Mar. 15 : Susan Smith
th
Nursery Attendants for Sunday, Mar 15 : Chelsey Frazier

Singing today at Magnolia Place Health Care
at 4:00 p.m.
Early Bird Singing is Sunday, March 15th at
5:00 p.m.
Primetimers
The Primetimers will be having a pizza party
night March 10 6:30 p.m. We will be ordering
pizza and the cost will be $5.00 per person. A
signup sheet is on the bulletin board..
100th Birthday Party
Everyone is invited to a birthday party for
Bessie Warren, David Warren’s mother. She
will be 100 years old on March 9th. A birthday party is being held on Sunday, March 8th
at the Hull Baptist church annex from 2-4 p.m.
Youth Activities
We have activities scheduled for the youth this
week. Monday we are going to Nasa, Tuesday, to the Houston Museum of Natural Science and Thursday to Jumping World. Be sure
and sign up Sunday. If you need more information, call Bryant or Abbey Perkins.
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When Jesus Christ actually becomes a part of our lives – when He becomes the Lord and Master of our lives – anxiety leaves us, or at least it ought to leave us. The reason so many of us are
still anxious about things we have no control over is because we have not really allowed Jesus
to take possession of our lives. We can believe in the providence of the Lord without going to
extremes. We do not have to believe in things like immediate divine healing or our daily bread
dropping from the sky or any other idea contrary to the teachings of Scripture in order to believe
that God can work in our lives. In the Sermon on the Mount, where he talked so much about
God’s care for his people, there is as much truth for our generation as there was for those in the
audience when Jesus spoke the words. If we will allow what Jesus taught there to enter our
lives, the things over which we are usually anxious will disappear.
Do we need to be anxious about our lives? The wisdom of the world says that we do. But Jesus
said we do not need to be. He said we were not to fear those who could destroy the body, but
rather fear the one who is able to destroy both souls and body in hell.
Do we need to be anxious about the future? The wisdom of the world says that we should be
preoccupied with it. But Jesus said we should not. He will be there and where He is, everything
is under control. Whether we look at it from the viewpoint of future time or eternity, the answer
is the same. All we need to be concerned about is keeping Jesus with us. He said the very hairs
of our head are all numbered. He said God even watches over the sparrows; aren’t we much
more valuable than that? Then he told us where our trouble is, O you of little faith.
If we actually believe as we should, and if we keep the Lord with us, there is no reason for anxiety. Jesus took the fear out of living. He removed the fear from dying. He secured our future.
Our task, then, is to do his will, to keep him with us, and to trust in him. When stormy winds
begin to blow, Jesus knows how to make them cease.
Bryant Perkins

