
 

 

  

       
Nov. 10, 2019 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

He Settles the Solitary 

 

Psalm 68 emphatically celebrates God’s defeat of his enemies and enthronement in Jerusalem. 
It lacks a superscription tying it to any particular historical circumstance, but some scholars 

have speculated that it was composed for the procession when David first brought the Ark of 

the Covenant to his new capital city of Jerusalem. So David went and brought up the ark of 

God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing (2 Sam 6:12). 
 

The psalm begins with a bold declaration of God’s power: God shall arise, his enemies shall 

be scattered; and those who hate him shall flee before him! (v. 1) His dealings with evildoers 
are vividly pictured: As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away; as wax melts be-

fore fire, so the wicked shall perish before God! (v. 2) In contrast, the righteous shall be glad; 

they shall exult before God; they shall be jubilant with joy! (v. 3) 

 

The bulk of the song divides into two parts. First, there is a description of God’s progressive 

victories over all those who oppose him. His symbolic arrival in Jerusalem is only the latest 

stage in a journey that began back in the Exodus. O God, when you went out before your peo-

ple, when you marched through the wilderness,  the earth quaked, the heavens poured down 

rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the God of Israel. (v. 7-8) No one who opposes 

him can stand: The kings of the armies—they flee, they flee! (v. 12, cf. 11-14) The victorious 

march to his dwelling place completes what began long ago at Sinai (v. 15-18). 

 

With God now having ascended on high (v. 18), the remainder of the psalm praises God for his 

triumph (v. 19-23). A great procession of singers, musicians, and the leaders of tribes from the 

extreme north and south of Israel acclaims him (v. 24-27). All nations, in fact, acknowledge his 

power and pay him homage (v. 28-31). The psalm concludes in a powerful tribute: O kingdoms 
of the earth, sing to God; sing praises to the Lord… Awesome is God from his sanctuary; the 

God of Israel—he is the one who gives power and strength to his people. Blessed be God! (v. 

32, 35) 

 

Perhaps the most interesting feature of this psalm comes back in the prologue. How do we 

know that God is a righteous ruler, a great king who is worthy to be praised? Well, just look at 

how he demonstrates it in his reign. Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in 

his holy habitation. God settles the solitary in a home; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 

but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. (v. 5-6 NIV)  

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader:   

Welcome by: Daniel Balch /Opening Prayer by: Ken Coleman 

Closing Prayer by: River Lucy 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship 

Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes 

A Song of Thanksgiving 

#66 Doxology 

#103  He Has Made Me Glad 

#742  Count Your Blessing 

 #3 Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah 

#67 For the Beauty of the Earth 

 #117  God is the Fountain Whence 

#4 To God Be the Glory 

#474 Thank You, Lord 

# The Lord Has Been Mindful of Me  

 #911 Bring Christ Your Broken Life 

 # Night with Ebon Pinion 

Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

 #705 A Common Love 

Welcome by: Daniel Balch 

Evening Assembly Song Leader: Brooks McKelroy 

#753 Farther Along 

#989 Soon and Very Soon 

Scripture Reading: Parker Balch 

Opening Prayer: Phillip Strickhausen 

#414 Anywhere with Jesus 

 Sermon: "One Word: Justification" 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

#915 Trust and Obey 

#851 I’ll Fly Away 

Closing Prayer: David Warren 
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Our Sick 

Derrick Loften is in Hermann Hospital burn 
unit.  He has 2nd and 3rd degree burns on 

his face, neck, arms and legs.  

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri 

Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank & 

Tina Garcia, Eric Davis,  Dayla Hale, Minny 

Owen,  Doris Trahan,  Joe Edd Stifflemire,  

J. P. Williams 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-

field, Dr. Ronald Davis, Larry Hicks, Mark 

Wilcox, Bill Lunceford 

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities 

 

Singing at Magnolia Place Health Care today 
at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Primetimers  will be having a Mexican night 
on out Tuesday, Nov. 12th at 6:00 p.m. in the 

fellowship room.  There will be Mexican food, 

desserts, games and fun. 
  
Early Bird Singing is Sunday, Nov. 17th at 
5:00 p.m. 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast is Saturday, Nov. 
16th at 8:00 a.m. in the family life center. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 

Thursday, Nov. 21st at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Privilege to Serve  

Sunday, Nov 10
th

 

Communion Preparation: Judy Jones 

Nursery Attendants: Debra Faneros, Melony Hicks 
 

Communion Preparation for Sunday, Nov. 17
th:

: Marsha LaFour 

Nursery Attendants for Sunday, Nov 17
th

: Marsha Rader, Lynette Ward 
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In the midst of extolling God’s power, we have this wonderful display of his benevolent rule. 

God is tender and compassionate; he cares for his people. In particular, he manifests that 

through concern for the most vulnerable elements in society: the orphan, the widow, the home-

less, the prisoner.  
 
This theme is emphasized repeatedly in Scripture. In the Law, Israel is told not to mistreat for-

eigners, widows, or orphans, remembering that they were once slaves and sojourners them-

selves, and that God has compassion for such people—and his wrath burns against their oppres-

sors (Ex 22:21-27; Deut 24:17-22). The Messiah was prophesied to bring good news to the vul-

nerable (Is 61:1ff), a passage Jesus read as fulfilled in the synagogue in Nazareth (Lk 4:16-21). 

In a society that devalued children—the disciples tried to prevent parents from bringing them to 

Jesus—he welcomed them and blessed them (Matt 19:13-15). And we are called to emulate our 

Lord and reflect the nature of our God in all this (James 1:27). 
 
This Sunday has been set aside as “Stand Sunday,” in recognition of children in foster care and 

their families. CASA of Liberty/Chambers Counties asked us to participate in this, and the Eld-

ers and I were delighted to take part. This church repeatedly demonstrates its concern for the 

vulnerable in the world, most prominently with the Food Bank. That’s beside what each of you 

do individually that we may not even know about. But there are always more who are in need of 

experiencing the love of Christ in their lives. Some 30,000 children are in the foster care system 

in Texas alone. I encourage you to search your heart and consider how you personally might be 

more involved in ministering to them. 
 
Regardless of anything else, we can pray for them. We are going to do that in our service today 

collectively. But we also have the names of dozens of these children that have been provided to 

us; they are posted on the bulletin board in the foyer. I ask you to please take a name or two or 

three and pray individually for these kids today. Pray for their families, both their parents and 

those fostering them. Pray that the God who settles the solitary in a home will protect them. 

May God bless them and you in this effort. 
  

Bryant Perkins 

Plastic Bags  
 

The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery 

bags.  A barrel is in the foyer.   

Stand Sunday 

Today has been set aside as a day of prayer for 

the 30,000 children in foster care in the State 

of Texas. We will pray for them in the assem-

bly this morning, and the names of individuals 

are on the bulletin board. Please collect at least 

one slip and say a personal prayer today for 

one of these children.  


