TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP
Welcome by: Daniel Balch /Opening Prayer by: Robert Ward
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons
#716 How Great Thou Art
#122 The Love of God
Scripture Reading by: Rock Cary
#313 The Old Rugged Cross
Lord’s Supper and Contribution
#214 Have You Seen Jesus My Lord
Sermon: "The Jerusalem Church"
Acts 2:42-47
#453 Love Lifted Me
#966 Amen
Closing Prayer by: Andre Jones

Welcome by: Daniel Balch
Evening Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons
#429 O, To Be Like Thee
#300 Praise Him! Praise Him!
Scripture Reading: Tristan Strickhausen
Opening Prayer: Bobby Rader
#381 Years I Spent in Vanity
Sermon: "One Word: Elders"
1 Timothy 3:1-7
#452 Standing on the Promises
#545 Precious Memories
Closing Prayer by: River Lucy
Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth
Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship
Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes

June 9, 2019

“Stand Firm in…Liberty”
Galatians 5:1
A Fountain Filled With Blood
You can buy just about anything on Amazon. That is a bit of a double-edged sword, because it
means that people have a platform for selling just about anything. This week, I saw a listing for
a book written by a fellow who styles himself anonymously as “Ex Preacher” to avoid
“personal attacks” and “pointless debates and arguments.” The book is entitled Obsessed With
Blood, intended to be the first volume in “The Crazy Things Christians Believe” series. The
teaser promoting it declares:
Christians are obsessed with blood! They sing about it, declare they are washed in it
and even drink it! In this book you will discover the crazy background to this Christian
obsession and the truth about the bloodthirsty God they claim to know and serve.
There have always been critics of preaching on the blood of Christ and the cross, even from the
first century: there is a reason Paul calls it a scandal (1 Corinthians 1:23). But Scripture portrays this message as imperative; without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.
Medically speaking, what happens if your blood is removed from your body? You die. In a
similar way, if we were to take the blood from the spiritual body of Christ, then the body
would die. As many have pointed out, there is a Scarlet Thread that runs through the Bible. If
you cut the book, it bleeds. The entire meaning of Scripture can be summed up by John’s statement: the blood of Jesus His son cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:9).
Do you remember when Paul called the elders of Ephesus? Acts 20 tells us they came to meet
him at Miletus. In v. 28 he tells them to pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock
to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
Think back to that night when Jesus ate the last Passover with the apostles. He instituted the
memorial we refer to as the Lord’s Supper. He gave them a cup and told them it symbolized his
blood which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:28).
When Paul wrote to the church in Galatia, he spoke of the cross. He said to them, But far be it
from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 6:14) Paul might
have boasted in his unique experience on the Damascus road. He might have boasted in his role
as the apostle to the Gentiles or in his success in ministry. But he only wanted to boast in the
cross of Jesus Christ.

Our Sick
J. P. Williams is in Liberty Health Care
room 605B for rehab.
Bill Lunceford will be having surgery Monday.
Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri
Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank &
Tina Garcia, Eric Davis, Dayla Hale, Minny
Owen, Doris Trahan, Willo Dean Ellis, Joe
Edd Stifflemire, Phillip Cottle
Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Sheffield, Dr. Ronald Davis, Larry Hicks, Mark
Wilcox
Our Missionaries

Upcoming Activities
Elders, Minister meeting Monday at 7:00 pm.
Singing today at Magnolia Place Health Care
at 4:00 pm.
Primetimers will be going to Cheddars in
Humble on Tuesday, June 11th at 4:40 pm. A
signup sheet is on the bulletin board.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast is Saturday, June
15th at 8:00 am in the family life center and
also a workday.
Early Bird Singing, Sunday, June 16th at 5:00
pm.

Privilege to Serve
th
Sunday, June 9
Communion Preparation: Hollie Strickhausen
Nursery Attendants: Tania Balch, Pat Hobbs
th

Communion Preparation for Sunday, June 16 : Barbara Taylor
th
Nursery Attendants for Sunday, June 16 : Jane Tinkle, Rita Upton
continued from front page

It is in the cross and the blood of Christ that the love of the Father is seen. John 3:16 tells us
how God demonstrated his love for the world. When we see the humiliation of the cross, we
know just how much God loved us. And it not only declares the love of the Father, but of the
Son. Jesus loved me and gave himself for me (Galatians 2:20). The greatest manifestation of
human love is that someone should lay down their life for a friend. But Jesus laid down his life
not just for his friends, but his enemies. His blood shed on the cross is proof of his love for us.

VBS is July 8-11th from 9:00am to 11:30 am.
Make your plans to attend. The theme this
year is “The Faith Force of Godly Living”.

William Cowper is regarded as the greatest English poet of his era – Coleridge called him the
“best modern poet” – and in many ways he paved the way for the Romantic poets of the early
19th century. But he was also a writer of hymns. He captured the importance of the blood of Jesus quite well in one that is familiar to us, “There Is A Fountain Filled with Blood.”

Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to Jackie Meigs and
her family on the death of her husband, Tem.
He passed away last Wednesday. Funeral arrangements are pending.

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa,
Rod Kyle in the South Pacific
Plastic Bags
The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery
bags. A barrel is in the foyer.

E’er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme
And shall be till I die.
May we never lose sight of the importance of the blood of Christ or the cross of Christ.
Bryant Perkins
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