
 

 

  

       
May 26, 2019 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

How Do You Want to be Remembered? 

 

No one is entirely sure how Memorial Day got started. It is so shrouded in mystery that it is a 

little scholarly specialty; Columbus State University in Georgia even has a dedicated Center for 

Memorial Day Research. But whatever its origins in this country, whether in the Civil War or 

earlier, the fundamental practice of Memorial Day – decorating the graves of soldiers – is an 

ancient one.  

 

Human beings, across civilizations, continents, and millennia of history, have sought to re-

member their honored dead. That should make us ask ourselves: how do we want to be remem-

bered? What do we want people to say about us after we are gone? 

 

I read a story about two men visiting an old cemetery in Florence, Alabama. Most of the grave-

stones contained the phrases you might expect: “beloved mother,” “darling son,” “asleep in 

Jesus,” and the like, all worthy tributes. But one contained a particularly meaningful five-word 

statement: “a man of unquestioned integrity.” That’s a powerful way to sum up a life. 

 

How would we sum up our own? 

 

Paul gives us his answer to that question in 2 Timothy. Based on the end of the letter, we real-

ize that this was probably written only a short time before his execution. In 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 
we find a familiar passage: For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time 

of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right-

eous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 

appearing.  

 

We know Paul as a great preacher and missionary, but he did not start out that way. He was a 

persecutor rather than a preacher. But on his way to Damascus to persecute Christians, he met 

Jesus there on the road. He asked the Lord what he wanted him to do and was told to go into 

the city. There a preacher named Ananias came and told him to get up and be baptized and 

wash away his sins. That’s the short version of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus to become the 

Apostle Paul. 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader /Opening Prayer by: David Smith 

#587 Sing and Be Happy 

#381 Years I Spent in Vanity 

#902 Nothing But the Blood 

 #875  Home of the Soul 

Closing Prayer by: James Scott 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship 

Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes 

Scripture Reading by: Cameron Cantu 

#349 Ten Thousand Angels 

Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#548 The Lily of the Valley 

Sermon: "Through Many Tribulations" 

Acts 14:21-22 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader 

Evening Assembly Song Leader: Michael Simmons 

#180 Jesus Is Lord 

#595 I Come to the Garden Alone 

Scripture Reading: Tristan Strickhausen 

Opening Prayer: Ken Coleman 

#452 Standing on the Promises 

Sermon: "One Word: Marriage" 

Genesis 2:24 

#945 Kneel at the Cross 

#712 Jesus Is Coming Soon 

Closing Prayer by: Kelly McCain 
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Our Sick 
 

   
J. P. Williams is in Liberty Health Care 
room 605B for rehab. 

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri 

Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank & 

Tina Garcia, Eric Davis,  Dayla Hale, Minny 

Owen,  Doris Trahan, Willo Dean Ellis, Joe 

Edd Stifflemire, Tem Meigs, Phillip Cottle 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-

field, Dr. Ronald Davis, Larry Hicks, Mark 

Wilcox 

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 
Elders                   Deacons               Minister  

Ken Coleman       Daniel Balch       Bryant Perkins 

Bob Parker           Danny Balch 

Bobby Rader       Shannon Smith        

Don Taylor          Phillip Strickhausen 

Robert Ward           

Upcoming Activities 

No Elders, Minister meeting Monday   
 
The office will be closed Monday, May 27th 

for Memorial Day. 
 
We will be having a Houston Food Bank truck 

on Tuesday, June 4th at 8:00 am. 
 
VBS is July 8-11th from 9:00am to 11:30 am. 

Privilege to Serve  

Sunday, May 26
h
 

Communion Preparation: Susan Smith 

Nursery Attendants: Debra Faneros, Melony Hicks 
 

Communion Preparation for Sunday, June 2
nd

: Cathy Stifflemire 

Nursery Attendants for Sunday, June 2
nd

: Marsha Rader, Lynette Ward 

continued from front page 

Along the way from that day to the point of writing his letter to Timothy, he preached before high 

government officials. He took the gospel to Europe. He planted churches in places like Philippi, 

Corinth, and Ephesus. 
 
Now the soldier of the cross has reached the end of his life. He knows his work is done. He writes 

this letter to give some assurance to his son in the gospel. He tells Timothy that he knows whom he 

has believed. He encourages him to preach the word. He also tells him how he feels facing the end 

of his life. 
 
Paul is ready to depart. There was a time in life when he was not ready. He had always been reli-

gious, but he was not ready. He was honest and sincere and zealous, but he was misguided. He has 

been made ready by his faith in Christ and his obedience to the commands of Jesus. And not only is 

Paul ready, he has also told others how to prepare. Some have been obedient and are ready; others 

are waiting for a convenient season. 
 
Paul tells Timothy he has fought a good fight. The Christian life can be a struggle. Think of some of 

the words applied to Paul’s experience at times: trials, tribulation, hardship, distress. He had to fight 

with his nature, he had to fight with his body, he had to fight with opponents – both those of this 

world and the power lurking behind them. 
 
He has finished the race. The Christian life is a marathon, not a sprint. It requires endurance. Win-

ning, in this case, means not giving up. 
 
He has kept the faith.  That simply means that he refused to compromise the truth. Paul continued to 

preach the Word despite all of the opposition he encountered.  
 
That’s why Paul could be ready. That’s why he knows he has a crown of righteousness waiting for 

him. And, as he tells Timothy, it’s not just for him – it is for all who love the appearing of Jesus and 

are faithful to him like Paul. Someday, the end will come for all of us, just as it did for him. Will we 

be able to face it with the same confidence? Could we sum our lives up the way that he did? How 

will we be remembered? 

 

Bryant Perkins 
 

Madysen Schmemehorn  

&  

Trenton Smith 

Request the pleasure of your company at  

Their Wedding 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 

At 2:00pm 

Liberty Church of Christ 

 

Reception to follow 

Plastic Bags  
 

The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery 

bags.  A barrel is in the foyer.   


