
 

 

  

       
May 12, 2019 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

Why I Attend Every Service 

 

 The following article is by Carroll Ellis and appeared in the Gospel Advocate January 1960. 

It’s still relevant today, and I commend it to your consideration. BP 

 

A man has just received a kind invitation. It was not an all-expense paid, deep sea fishing trip, 

neither was it free tickets to a basketball game. Rather, it was an urgent, pressing invitation to 

attend public worship. He was not annoyed, embarrassed, teased, but pleased, for he said: “I 

was glad when they said unto me, let us go unto the house of the Lord.” (Psalms 122:1) 

 

Unfortunately, this man is unique. Many would say, “Mind your own business,” or “I’m tired 

after working all week. I need relaxation rather than a dull sermon.” That is regrettable, if 

somewhat understandable, when it comes from a man of the world. It is inconsistent, unthink-

able and illogical that such statements should come from a child of God. There are too many 

Christians who consider church attendance a matter of mood or whim rather than one of princi-

ple and conviction; yet the voice of God and of reason demands regular attendance at services. 

 

Command of Christ 

Christ speaks clearly on the virtue of public worship. “For where two or three are gathered to-

gether in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). Private worship is essen-

tial, but unless we are with others we will become like a leaf without a tree. The early Chris-

tians “continued steadfastly in the breaking of bread and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). The specific 

time of their assembly is given for “upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came 

together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and contin-

ued his speech until midnight (Acts 20:7). It was the practice of the New Testament church to 

assemble on the first day of the week and at other times to worship God. Worship is com-

manded by Christ. 

 

Concern for Others 

Consistent, regular church attendance is a logical expression of our concern for other people. 

When we find something we like we do not hesitate to recommend it; a book we’ve read, a 

new fishing lure, a new cake recipe. In fact, our pleasure is heightened because we tell others 

about it. Such expressions are indications of the interest we have in those around us. 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Shannon Smith 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader /Opening Prayer by: Ken Coleman  

#452  Standing on the Promises 

#611 Heavenly Sunlight 

#934 Softly and Tenderly 

 #517  Heaven Came Down 

Closing Prayer by: Andre Jones 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship 

Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes 

Scripture Reading by: Cameron Cantu 

#313 The Old Rugged Cross 

Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#470 Victory in Jesus 

Sermon: "Mary's Model" 

Luke 1:30-33, 38 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader 

Evening Assembly Song Leader: Shannon Smith 

#76 How Great Thou Art 

#453 Love Lifted Me 

Scripture Reading: Tristan Strickhausen  

Opening Prayer: David Smith 

#480 Blessed Assurance 

Sermon: "One Word: Hope" 

Romans 8:22-25 

#924  Just As I Am 

#881 Mansion Over the Hilltop 

Closing Prayer by: David Warren 
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Our Sick 
 

   
J. P. Williams is in Liberty Health Care 
room 605B for rehab. 
 
Marianna Mitchell had a heart catheteriza-
tion last week. 
 
Wayne Howser had a heart catheterization 
last week. 

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri 

Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank & 

Tina Garcia, Eric Davis,  Dayla Hale, Minny 

Owen,  Doris Trahan, Willo Dean Ellis, Joe 

Edd Stifflemire, Tem Meigs, Phillip Cottle 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith,  Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-

field, Dr. Ronald Davis, Larry Hicks, Mark 

Wilcox 

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities 

Elders, Deacons, Minister visits Monday at 
5:30 pm. 
 
Singing at Magnolia Place Health Care today 

at 4:00pm. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 
Thursday, May 16th at 10:00am.   
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Saturday, May 18th 
at 8:00am.   
VBS Meeting, Sunday. May 19th after morn-
ing service. 
 
Early Bird Singing on Sunday, May 19th at 
5:00pm. 

Privilege to Serve  

Sunday, May 12
th

 

Communion Preparation: Vanessa Simmons 

Nursery Attendants: Tania Balch, Pat Hobbs 
 

Communion Preparation for Sunday, May 19
th

: Sara Smathers  

Nursery Attendants for Sunday, May 19
th

: Jane Tinkle, Rita Upton   

continued from front page 

 

You cannot recommend something which you do not consistently do. A failure to attend wor-

ship says to the people who know us, the church is unimportant and insignificant. False action, 

just as false doctrine, will “overthrow the faith of some” (2 Timothy 2:18). 

 

 

Common Sense 

Regular attendance at all church services is enlightened self-interest or plain common sense. 

Families who have their stable, happier and richer life. Several years ago, the FBI reported only 

five percent of the crimes committed can be traced to church people. A nation-wide personality 

test revealed church-going people have better personalities. Any compilation of statistics will 

show non-church homes break up three times as often as church homes. These figures are based 

upon religion in a general sense and if figures could be secured for the Lord’s church they 

would be most revealing indeed. 

 

Man is a spiritual being with an instinct of faith and a capacity for God. Worship helps us to 

catch the glory and the grandeur of God. God is not an abstraction, but a divine person who 

thinks, feels and sees and has commanded worship as a means of our spiritual enrichment. Ex-

pressing devotion to him is not a matter of option but of obligation. We still need to heed the 

admonition, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another; and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). 
   

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Bridal Shower 

Trenton Smith and Madyson Shemehorn will 

be getting married in June.   

Please join them for a bridal shower honoring 

Madysen Shemehorn, May 19, 2019 at 2 p.m. 

at Hardin United Methodist Church. 

Please Join the Balch’s In Celebrating 

   Hardin High School Graduate 

 Dylan Balch 

     Friends and Family BBQ 

   Saturday, May 25th Noon-?? 
   Chicken, Sausage and sides 

          RSVP by text to  936-402-5250     


