
 

 

  

       
February 3, 2019 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

Justin Martyr and Early Christian Worship 

 

From their emergence in this country in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, the ethos of 

churches of Christ has been restoration. European nations had established churches: Roman 

Catholicism in many countries, Anglicanism in Great Britain, Lutheranism in Scandinavia. 

These were supported by taxes, given privileges by the government and, in some cases, com-

pelled membership of all citizens. 

 

The New World offered an opportunity for religious freedom, as most of us learned in grade 

school. But that freedom came with consequences: suddenly there was choice, a vast free mar-

ket of competing Christian groups, each with its own exclusive claims to truth. In different 

parts of the new United States, people despaired at the divided state of Christianity. This was 

not what God intended for his people; in fact, one of the witnesses to the truth of the gospel 

was to be the unity of Jesus’ followers (John 17:20-21). What was the way beyond this im-
passe? 

 

The idea that several different groups hit upon independently was restoration: the beliefs and 

practices of the earliest Christians, as indicated in the New Testament, were taken as norma-

tive. The plea was for all professing Christians to try to get rid of their doctrinal and historical 

baggage, look simply at what Scripture said, and take it as their guide. Unfortunately, that pro-

ject has met with mixed results. But that does not mean the goal is not right. In fact, the very 

concept of restoration is rooted in Scripture. From David’s reestablishment of the proper proce-

dure for moving the Ark of the Covenant (1 Chronicles 15), to Josiah’s reinstitution of the 

Passover on finding the lost book of the Law (2 Chronicles 34-35), to the rediscovery that God 

intended the Jews to live in little booths during the Feast of Tabernacles (Nehemiah 8), the 
constant call to God’s people has been to Stand by the roads, and look,  and ask for the ancient 

paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls (Jeremiah 6:16). 

 

As 21st-century Christians, we are eager for every window of insight we can find into the faith 

and practice of the 1st-century church. We draw most heavily on the scriptures for our under-

standing of Christianity, of course. But we can also learn a great deal from the uninspired  

 
 

 

 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader /Opening Prayer by: Robert Ward 

    #647 Soldiers of Christ, Arise 

    #643 Sowing the Seed of the Kingdom 

#650 Send the Light  

 #634  We’ll Work Till Jesus Comes 

Closing Prayer by: Tommy Cary 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship 

Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes 

Scripture Reading by: Matthew Girard 

#381 Years I Spent in Vanity  

Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#648  Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

Sermon: "When You Come Together: The Lord's Supper" 

Matthew 26:26-28 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader 

Evening Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch 

#852  When the Roll is Called Up Yonder   

#851  I’ll Fly Away 

 Scripture Reading: Brooks McKelroy  

Prayer by: Bob Parker 

 #886 On Jordan’s Story Banks 

Sermon:  "One Word: Grace" 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

#864 Where the Gates Swing Outward Never 

#870 Beyond This Land of Parting 

Closing Prayer by: Daniel Balch 
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Our Sick 
 

 

Joe Edd Stiffemire has double pneumonia 
and is in Methodist Hospital. 
 
Jean Blackburn is having swelling in her 
legs. 

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold Cryer, 

Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank & Tina 

Garcia, Bill Lunceford, Eric Davis, J. P. Wil-

liams, Mark Wilcox, Dayla Hale, Phillip 

Cottle,  Kevin Coleman, Tim Watts, Minny 

Owen 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith,  Pauline Taylor, Winona Angelle, 

Myrtle Sheffield, Ronnie Rubit, Joe Leo-

nard, Dr. Ronald Davis, Larry Hicks 

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities 

Elders, Deacons, Minister meeting Monday 
at 7:00 pm. 
 
Deacons meet today at 4:45 pm. 
 
We are be having a Houston Food Bank truck 

on Tuesday, Feb. 5th at 8:00 am. 
 
Primetimers will be going to Marsala’s Italian 
Grill in Huffman on Tuesday, Feb. 12th at 4:45 

pm.  A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. 
 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast is Saturday, Feb. 
16th at 8:00 am. 

Privilege to Serve  

Sunday, Feb. 3
rd

 

Communion Preparation: Gloria McKelroy 

Nursery Attendants: Debra Faneros 
 

Communion Preparation for Sunday, Feb. 10
th

: Jennifer McKelroy  

Nursery Attendants for Sunday, Feb. 10
th

: Marsha Rader, Lynette Ward  

continued from front page 

writings of the earliest Christians. One example is Justin Martyr, who flourished in the 2nd century. His 

writings are rich in showing us how Christians lived and thought a century after the church began. In 

his Apology, we read a description of early worship: 

 

 Then is brought to the president of the brethren bread and a cup of water and wine ... When 

the president has given thanks and all the people have assented, those who are called deacons 

with us give to those present a portion of the Eucharistic bread and wine and water, and carry 

it away to those that are absent. This food is called with us the Eucharist, and of it none is al-

lowed to partake but he that believes that our teachings are true, and has been washed with the 

washing for the remission of sins and unto regeneration, and who so lives as Christ directed ... 

And on the day which is called the day of the sun there is an assembly of all who live in the 

towns and in the country; and the memoirs of the Apostles or the writings of the prophets are 

read, as long as time permits. Then the reader ceases, and the president speaks, admonishing 

us and exhorting us to imitate these excellent examples. Then we arise all together and offer 

prayers; and, as we said before, when we have concluded our prayer, bread is brought, and 

wine and water, and the president in like manner offers up prayers and thanksgivings with all 

his might; and the people assent with Amen; and there is the distribution and partaking by all 

of the Eucharist elements; and to them that are not present they are sent by the hand of the 

deacons. Those who have means and are willing, each according to his own choice, gives 

what he will, and what is collected is deposited with the president. He provides for the or-

phans and widows, those who are in want on account of sickness or some other causes, those 

who are in bonds and strangers who are sojourning, and in a word he becomes the protector of 

all who are in need. (Justin Martyr, Apology I, 65-67.) 

 

Except for the strong emphasis given to the one who presides over the meetings, this account seems to 

be parallel to the practice that we discover in reading the New Testament itself. And it also corre-

sponds to what we will do together this morning. When we eat the Lord’s Supper, when we offer up 

prayers to God, when we read and preach the Scriptures, when we praise God in song, when we take 

up a collection, we are not doing a few things arbitrarily teased out of a few passages of Scripture; we 

are doing precisely what the earliest Christians did.  

 

Bryant Perkins 

 

We are in the process of starting a new church 

recipe book.  Please be thinking of recipes you 

would like to share.  Here is the email address 

for the recipes: liberty.ladiesministry@aol.com 

More details to come. 

Sympathy 

We extend our sympathy to Richard William-

son and his family on the death of his aunt, 

Millie Moore.  She passed away last week and 

the funeral was Monday. 


