
 

 

  

       
October 14, 2018 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

The Lordship of Christ 
 

We are in the midst of a series of articles considering Biblical principles that should orient us politically. 

Last week, we saw the Jewish conviction that God was king. But the great, prophetic hope of 1st-century 

Israel was that God would come and inaugurate a new age, liberate his people, and establish his kingdom. 

For Christians, that event transpired in Christ.  
 
We cannot comprehensively discuss the kingdom of God here, but we can observe a few points. First, 

note the very terminology used to describe this new order. The kingdom of God. Christ or Messiah – des-

ignations for God’s anointed king. Jesus is revered as Son of God and Lord – terms also applied to the 

Roman Emperor. These are chock-full of political significance, yet the nature of the metaphor is fre-

quently ignored. God has asserted his rule decisively through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

The proclamation of Jesus as king means that God reigns in a new, concrete way in the world. 
 
Secondly, filling out the meaning of that first assertion, God’s reign creates a people. In Hebrew, Ara-

maic, and Greek, the primary meaning of “kingdom” refers to the exercise of kingly authority – so we are 

talking primarily about the “reign of God.” But by definition, this reign must have some domain in which 

to function; so “kingdom” has the secondary meaning of realm. God seeks and actually creates a people 

over whom to implement his rule. God’s people are a kingdom ruled over by a king: Jesus. 
 
That has enormous implications, because kings shape their kingdoms. We must look to Jesus to see how 

the king rules. While we could consider the issue much more broadly – the temptation narrative is in-

structive here, and I commend to your attention a sermon I preached on it earlier this year - with our lim-

ited space, we will simply examine his attitude toward the civil authorities. 
 
Jesus’ view of power, of what it means to be King, is inseparable from being the Suffering Servant (cf. Is 

53 and others). He rejects the dominant political views of his day - the Zealot option of establishing 
God’s rule through violent revolution; the Essene withdrawal from the world to form an insulated holy 

community; the stark realpolitik of the Sadducees conniving with Rome – for a radical vision of power 

characterized by non-coercion, self-denial, and service. This is getting to very familiar ground for us, and 

there is no need to elaborate the story of the cross in this context. Yet its implications are seldom if ever 

spoken of as a political reference point. This is perplexing, because the issue is how God’s rule is accom-

plished in Christ—this is politics! The cross is God’s political manifesto. 
 
When Peter confesses, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt 16:16), this is not primarily a 
metaphysical statement we have trouble wrapping our heads around, the way we often treat it today. It 

means that Jesus is the kingly deliverer they have been waiting for. The “Son of God” is King (Ps 2:7). 

These titles are not devoid of preconceived content, so when Jesus lays out what it means to be King it 

shocks his disciples: he must go to Jerusalem…and be killed (Matt 16:21). The “must” is dei in Greek,   
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Our Sick 
 

 

Doris Trahan is taking chemo treatments. 
 
Patrick Smith, Gayle Coleman’s brother in 
law is in the hospital and not doing well. 
 
Joy Jensen, a friend of Barbara Cantu’s has 
been diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 
Pat Henley has been placed in hospice care. 
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Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 
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a word that indicates divine necessity: this is God’s plan for accomplishing his purpose. The disciples 

have their own expectations for the Messiah, and Peter is unable to comprehend it. But Jesus rebukes 

him for seeing the issue in terms of human political expectations rather than God’s perspective. 
 
Jesus does not countenance compromise in his role as God’s King. Both Sadducean collusion and 

Zealot revolution are playing by Caesar’s rules, whether through collaborating to obtain earthly power 

or attempting to overthrow him with his own weapons. The distinguishing feature of his radical mes-

sage is not that the one true God stood in opposition to pagan power, gods, and politics – all of that 

was typically Jewish. Rather, it was that the kingdom comes through peace, through love – through the 

cross. 
 
This is the secret to God’s power. And this is what it means to be a disciple of Christ. If anyone would 

come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me (Matt 16:24). We have wa-
tered down this call in our day to some vague sense of putting God first. But this was an incredibly 

powerful symbol in a world where crucified rebels were a common sight. To follow Jesus is to re-

nounce self-interest, the key to worldly power, even facing the real potential consequence of death. 
 
Jesus himself, of course, models this behavior in his own willing surrender to death at the hands of the 

authorities. His submission is a revolutionary sign of God’s rule contrasted to the politics of the world. 

The evidence here could be multiplied. There is the deliberate, counter-cultural triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem, not on a war horse with a procession of slaves and defeated leaders, but on the foal of a 

donkey, fulfilling Zech 9:9-10: he forsakes the war horse and retires the battle bow, seeking peace. In 
instituting the Lord’s Supper, he makes clear that God’s kingdom comes through his self-sacrifice and 

forgiveness, not domination and insurrection. In the Garden, he faced the temptation to rally legions of 

angels and disciples to his side, seizing power, instead of the way of suffering obedience to God.  
 
We are faced with a challenge: what does it mean to claim that Jesus is Lord? Jesus was not just a 

teacher whose views happened to have some political implications. He is the divinely mandated King 

whose mission is a new vision of establishing God’s rule, God’s politics. His call creates a new people 

who live a new way of life, shaped by the cross.  

 

Bryant Perkins 

Thank You 

Dear Church family, 

Thank you so much for the cards, phone calls 

and thoughts and  prayers while I was in the 

hospital. 

In Christian Love, 

Jo Ella McKewen 

Plastic Bags  
 

The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery 

bags.  A barrel is in the foyer.   


