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Above: Seniors Erica Thomason and Noah Schmidt in their roles of Cinderella and Prince Topher in this
year’s musical production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella, the Broadway Version (Photos by
Carole Hawkins)

LSA students are definitely not
lacking in the area of surprises — or talent.
Just when you think they may have been
assigned more than they can handle, they
power through, delivering commanding
performances.

Cinderella is indicative of those
commanding performances and will
undoubtedly enter LSA’s archives as one
of the best musicals in its repertoire.

From the lead roles to the strong
couldn’t-do-it-without-you supporting
roles of knights, serfs, and peasants played
by Joshua Nieves, Simon Renfrow, Sam
Hierseman, Kyle Thompson, Jeremiah
Nez, Dillon Sorensen, Jaedon Henderson,
Tamara Elliston, Francine Zerrudo, Elyza
Edrosolan, Meghan Gilpin, Grace
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Kahn, Brooke Brown, Casey Meese, and Ajhana Tagler, all
were  clearly set on making this one of the academy’s
best performances ever. And it absolutely was, as
validated by the oohs and aaahs of the audience.

Each scene led us deeper and deeper into the make-
believe world of maidens and princes and guess-who fairy
godmothers — and quite skillfully so. Given the talent,
scenery, and costumes, who could help but succumb to
this time-honored, romantic realm of fantasy?

All were totally enthralled by the believability of
Sebastian, as portrayed by Hudson Watts (senior),
Madame as played by Stacie Henderson (junior), Lord
Pinkleton as played by Seth Goke (freshman), and
Jean-Michel as portrayed by Isaac Koppang (freshman).

Grace Schmidt (junior) and Natali Vierra
(sophomore) as Gabrielle and Charlotte, respectively,
delighted us with their over-the-top displays of emotion.
They each were an arsenal of facial expressions and, as
such, were delightfully engaging.

Allyson King as Marie wowed us with her quick-
change artistry, which drew gasps from the audience:
Twirling gracefully, she morphed from a “crazy,” ill-
garbed lady to a lovely fairy godmother who was ready
willing, and able to help the beleaguered Cinderella.

As for Cinderella herself and Prince Topher, played
by Erica Thomason and Noah Schmidt (seniors), what
can we say other than “Bravo!” They masterfully
executed their roles and left the audience with warm
memories of a wonderful production.

The entire team did such an excellent job! Thank you
so much for your dedication to making this yet another
LSA masterpiece!

(additional photos on pages 7 and 8)
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Traditionally, when
one’s birthday is
celebrated, that person
receives gifts. It’s also
traditional that on
Christmas, we give
gifts to one another.
However, it seems
that the One Whose

birthday is being celebrated on
Christmas is somehow shorted.

So, the middle and high school students were asked
what they think would be good gifts for the Lord Jesus,
gifts He would really appreciate. They were asked to
put thought into their responses, and, of course, tell
why they think the Lord Jesus would like their
respective  gift ideas.

It was a serious challenge to select just one or two
responses from each class; their hearts are so in their
writings. So, we’ve included all.

As you read what our students, your children, have
written, listen  — and hear their hearts:

“Jesus should get thanks and honor . . . because He
came into this world to die for our sins. . . . we should
focus on what Christmas really is, not just the gifts.”

    Kyle Thompson (junior)

“. . . the atmosphere of one’s home. A king deserves
a place to rule. . . . give Him the atmosphere of your
home where He can rule. . . . Then . . . the King of
everything would rule every situation that comes up in
your homes.”

    Seth Goke (freshman)

“. . . give God a lot of love. I’ve thought about how
many people forget God is always protecting them,
guarding them, and making sure they don’t fall into a
trap. I’ll give God love because of all the miracles and
breakthroughs that have happened in my life. Even
when you feel bad, He will be there to comfort you and
encourage you in everything you do.”

    Joshua Nieves (junior)

“. . . my all. Every . . . thing I have is from Him
anyway.  We have the choice of holding on to our free
will and living our own way, or giving it back to Him.
I choose Him. . . . I’ve found recently that I do not want
to be in control anymore. I give Him my past, present,
and future. My life is not my own . . .”

    Erica Thomason (senior)

“. . . to spend more time with Him. . . . we would
be showing Him how much we love Him and how
willing we are to give up time to be with Him.”

    Tamara Elliston (junior)

“God wants to consume our lives. A good gift idea
would be to let God have all of you this Christmas, from
all your fears to all your longings. Let your Creator
know you, and give Him full control.”

    Allyson King (senior)

“. . . we could give Jesus our lives. Jesus gave up
His life for us; that was truly the greatest gift ever
given. He loves us and wants to have a close
relationship with us. He is worthy of everything we
have to give! I choose to give Him my life because
that’s what He deserves.”

    Stacie Henderson (junior)

“. . . friendship. People can be so caught up in their
own worlds that they can forget about Jesus  . . . He
just wants to know us like a friend knows a friend.
Another suggestion is to give anything that has value
to you because Jesus is worth it all.”

    Natali Vierra (sophomore)

    (continued on next page)



“. . . a cross and a crown. . . . the cross is a reminder of .
. . the day of victory . . . The crown represents the King of all
Kings, Lord of all Lords. I’ve chosen these because they
represent how appreciative I am of Him for all He’s done for
me.”

     Jeremiah Nez (senior)

“. . . give Him the gift of time. We sometimes get
lost in the holidays and forget about Him. . . . thinking
only about ourselves. . . .  it would mean a lot if we set
aside time to read the Bible and pray to Him and just
focus on Him for a while throughout Christmas.”

    Isaac Koppang (freshman)

“Make a song. . . . Give thanks; honor those around you
to show you have a soft heart. Create a stronger bond with
God. Make a special time for God. Taking time out of our
lives to honor God shows that we are faithful; Jesus likes
that.”

    Simon Renfrow (freshman)

“Jesus is my King, my Savior, and my Owner. For His
birthday I will offer my life and everything I have to Him. I
already offered my life to Him since I became a believer, but
I think this is going to be the best gift that I am going to give
Him.”

    Elyza Edrosolan (junior)

“. . .  Many people don’t even think about God around
the holidays, but I will give all my devotion to Him. I am
God’s child, so as a child, I am giving my Father my whole
heart and my whole life, and I am letting Him have it for His
birthday!”

    Grace Schmidt (junior)

“ I think a great gift would be a picture of the earth . . .
to remind Him that we love Him, and it shows Him what he
made. . . .”

     Casey Meese (freshman)

“I need to give Jesus the
present of praise and
worship. He deserves our
worship, and it’s His
birthday. He’s done so
many good things. We
wouldn’t be here
without Him; we would
still be living in sin. I
give my praise and worship to you,
Lord . . .”

     Moriah Watts (6th grade)

“The gift I will give Jesus is my heart and worship  . . .
because by giving Him my heart, I give Him the authority to
have power over me.  Jesus’ being born is the best thing that
ever happened. Christmas is about Him, not us. Sure, the
presents are nice. But we need to focus on why we really
celebrate this day. Jesus!”

     Ajhana Tagler (6th grade)

“Before opening my gifts, I will worship Jesus . . . telling
Him how great He is . . . I am doing this because it’s Jesus’
birthday . . . Also, I will buy a journal, and I will write things
He’s done for me and Who Jesus is      . . .”

     Hayden Sorensen (6th grade)

“ I think we should give Jesus our lives. He wants our
lives although He cannot have our lives because he can have
anything except us. We must give Him our lives. . . .”

     Trevor Davis (6th grade)

 (continued on next page)



“I will make the day
set apart for only Him. I
will praise Him all day. I
will serve Him all day. All
this I will give him
because He deserves
everything.     . . . He has
done so much for us. If He
didn’t exist, no one would
exist. I will obey Him and
give Him everything I

have. He deserves it.”

     Grayson Pollock (6th grade)

“I will give Jesus my money because He deserves it. . . .
He blessed me with a new family. He gave me awesome
teachers and fun friends. He deserves the most love anybody
could give. Therefore, He deserves my whole heart.”

     Michaela Watts (6th grade)

“For Christmas I want to give the Lord my time because
it’s His holiday, and I don’t w ant to ignore Him. I will spend
time on Christmas Day reading the Bible with my family.
Additionally, if I get any money, which I probably will, I will
give the Lord 10% of it. I want to do these things because it
pays respect to God. I want to serve Him. I don’t want to push
Him out and party all the time. I need to have a giving heart
and appreciate all that He has done for me. He is my God. I
need to give Him my time.”

     Ethan Schmidt (6th grade)

“This Christmas I will tell Jesus how thankful I am for
Him. I am going to tell Him thank you for all the gifts He has
helped my mom provide: my family, my house, everything.
I am giving Him this gift because He has done so much for
me and my family even though we do not deserve it. He
deserves all the thanks and praise for everything He has done.”

     Jolie Smallwood (7th grade)

“This Christmas I will give Jesus honor before opening
presents. I will read the nativity account, pray, and thank God
for all the good things He’s given us. The reason Jesus

deserves these gifts is He has given us everything we need
and want. He has given His life for us.”

     Ian Goke (7th grade)

“I am going to give God my heart because I know that’s
what He wants from me. Giving my heart to Jesus means that
I am going to obey His every command and praise Him
forever. I am giving Him my heart because He is the One
Who made life and gave us all blessing. We should give our
lives to Him. When I give my heart and life to Jesus, I will
spend my time with Him . . .”

     Caden Drumeller (7th grade)

“This Christmas I will give God my time and attention.
I think we get so caught up in wondering things like what we
will get for Christmas or will so and so like the gift I gave
him/her. We really need to focus on God because—think
about it —  He is the One Who provided the ability to get/give
those gifts, so He basically gave you those presents.”

     Jana Henderson (7th grade)

“I believe the best gift for Jesus is our hearts.  In Psalm
14:2 it says, ‘The Lord looks down from heaven on all
mankind to see if there are any who understand, any who
seek God.’  This proves to me that Jesus as part of the
Father is after our sole devotion, our constant affection
towards Him.  As the Creator of the Universe, He can have
anything He wants, except for our hearts.  We have the
choice out of our own free will to either let him take control
of our lives, or continue to live in darkness without Him.
This is why I think our hearts is the best gift we could give
Him.”

     Noah Schmidt (senior)

(continued on next page)



“I will pray with
Dad right before my
basketball game,
before Christmas. . . .
I will be putting Him
first, in front of
basketball and
everything else. I will
thank God and praise
Him before opening
my presents, putting

Him first. When I’m around my teammates, I will be godly.
When I talk to them, I will be different, and I won’t get mad
at the refs and complain because I know God wants me to be
different, so I can win them over by how I act.”

     Isaiah Koppang (7th grade)

“I’ll make a prayer letter, saying what I’m thankful for.
I will also give my money I’ve saved as an offering. I know
God will be happy with my choice of actions because He is
honest, His word is true. His word also says to be thankful.”

     Jacob Halford (7th grade)

I think that what God wants from me this Christmas is
my time.  I spend a lot of time doing trivial things like playing
video games and watching sports when I could be reading my
Bible, praying, or worshiping. I could also start to pay more
attention during the sermon and giving more energy during
worship.

     Samuel Assiongbon (8th grade)

“The gift God wants from me is . . . my time to pray and
not to forget that He is the reason we celebrate Christmas.
God wants us to do this to show that we aren’t neglecting Him
and to show that we are thankful for all He gives us. . . .”

     Dawson Meese (8th grade)

“. . . time and honor . . . Because many people treat
Christmas as a day to celebrate worldly objects. I could take
time from eating and opening presents to pray to Him and
read the account of His birth. In my prayers I would thank
Him for healing the sick and dying for our sins. There are
other gifts . . . such as generosity and kindness. . . . Jesus loves

when people show love towards each other. . . . It wouldn’t
be respectful to argue with my family or be rude to my family.”

     Meghan Gilpin (8th grade)

“I’m going to read my Bible and pray to Him . . . I’m also
going to work on honoring my parents and siblings. I’m doing
this because He deserves more of my time and attention. This
will also strengthen my relationship with Him.”

     Grace Kahn (8th grade)

“I can give Him praise and honor. I can wake up in the
morning to pray and read His word. I think He’d like this
because I’m bringing the attention back to Him, and it’s
bringing back the true meaning of Christmas. Putting giving
first instead of taking will lift God higher and let Him know
that I love Him. I could start  focusing more on Him instead
of gifts. I think that would make Him happy because
Christmas is more about gifts than God for most people, and
I’m taking the  time out of my day to worship and honor Him.”

     Jaedon Henderson (8th grade)

“ . . . more thanks because we give Santa and his elves
more credit for giving us the gifts we asked for. Even though
we say thank you to Jesus, we might not mean it as much as
we think we do. Sometimes we just need to stop and really
take the time to thank Him for the presents we got on His
birthday.

Jesus would also want us to give our parents more credit.
Our parents give us presents. God and our parents make it
possible for us to even have the Christmas we wished for.

We should give God and our parents more thanks for all
they  have done for us. God should actually get the most credit
because He makes it all possible. . . .”

     Brooke Brown (8th grade)



Amazing job, everyone!

Photos by Carole Hawkins



On the Horizon!

Ch ri s tma s  Fea s t :  Decemb er  2 1  a t  1 1  A .M.
(S ch o o l  w i l l  b e  d i smis sed  a t  1 2 :3 0  th a t  d a y )

Ch r i s tma s  Brea k :  Decemb er  2 2 -J a n u a ry  3  ( s ch o o l  reco n v en es  o n  J a n u a ry  4 )

Photos by Carole Hawkins

Ch ri s tma s  Co n cer t :  Decemb er  1 9
a t  7  P .M.



Caden Drumeller
Ean Csukker
Maddox Samson
Nation Shearer
Grace Schmidt
Samuel Assiongbon
Lily Round

Kyle Story
Ocean Shearer
Samuel Hierseman
Noah Riggs
Jaxyn Berryman
Trevor David

Above (left to right): (back row) Samuel Assiongbong,
Caden Drumeller, Grace Schmidt; (front row) Samson
Maddox, Ean Csukker, Lily Round, Nation Shearer

Above (left to right): (back row) Trevor Davis,
Sam Hierseman, Ocean Shearer; (front row) Jaxyn
Berryman, Kyle Story, Noah Riggs


