
MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE / FUNDAMENTAL #5: WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

1Church of God, a Worldwide Association ENCOURAGE, EQUIP & INSPIRE: A Parent’s Resource Manual

FUNDAMENTAL #5
What is the Bible?

 
MEMORY SCRIPTURES 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. —2 Timothy 3:16 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 
The Bible is made up of two main parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament. It’s also called the 
Holy Bible, Scripture, or the Word of God. It’s called the Word of God because throughout human history, 
God had faithful people called prophets write down His words. 

The Bible tells us what has happened in the past, how to live today, and what God’s plan for people is 
both now and in the future. It is the best source to learn about God and how to live His way. And we can 
trust what’s in it because God always promises to tell the truth, and He can never lie! 
BEGIN YOUR STUDY
Read the memory scripture together with your children, then read 
through the summary statement (remember to simplify the 
statement, if necessary). Have your children cut and paste the 
summary statement from this page in their “Fundamentals Bible 
Study Journal” (as suggested in the Memorizing Scripture 
resource “The Fundamentals”). 

Tell your children that God tells us that His Word is “profitable” 
for us. Profitable means that something is good for us. Ask your 
children, What are some ways that God’s Word is good for us? 
Have them create a list in their notebooks. 

Next have your children create a Bible-shaped cutout from a piece 
of paper (to look like a large, open book). On this large cutout, have 
them write the memory scripture, 2 Timothy 3:16. When complete, 
have them display it somewhere in the house where they will see it 
every day.

DIGGING DEEPER INTERACTION #1
Remind your children that you are working on memorizing several scriptures in the Bible so that we 
can all write God’s Word on our hearts. Please read Jeremiah 31:33 to your children so they can begin 
to understand what God is doing with His faithful people right now, and how in the future, many more 
people will learn God’s Word this same way. 
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FUNDAMENTAL #5

What is the Bible?

 
MEMORY SCRIPTURES 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. —2 Timothy 3:16 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

The Bible is made up of two main parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament. It’s also called the 

Holy Bible, Scripture, or the Word of God. It’s called the Word of God because throughout human history, 

God had faithful people called prophets write down His words. 

The Bible tells us what has happened in the past, how to live today, and what God’s plan for people is 

both now and in the future. It is the best source to learn about God and how to live His way. And we can 

trust what’s in it because God always promises to tell the truth, and He can never lie!

 
BEGIN YOUR STUDY

Read the memory scripture together with your children, then read through the summary statement 

(remember to simplify the statement, if necessary). Have your children cut and paste the summary 

statement from this page in their “Fundamentals Bible Study Journal” (as 

suggested in the Memorizing Scripture resource “The Fundamentals”). 

Tell your children that God tells us that His Word is “pro�table” for us. 

Pro�table means that something is good for us. Ask your children, 

What are some ways that God’s Word is good for us? Have them 

create a list in their notebooks. 

Next have your children create a Bible-shaped cutout from a 

piece of paper (to look like a large, open book). On this large 

cutout, have them write the memory scripture, 2 Timothy 3:16. 

When complete, have them display it somewhere in the house 

where they will see it every day.

DIGGING DEEPER INTERACTION #1

Remind your children that you are working on memorizing several 

scriptures in the Bible so that we can all write God’s Word on our 

hearts. Please read Jeremiah 31:33 to your children so they can begin to 

understand what God is doing with His faithful people right now, and how in 
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FUNDAMENTAL #4

Why did God make people?

 
MEMORY SCRIPTURES 

I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD 

Almighty. —2 Corinthians 6:18

He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My 

son. —Revelation 21:7

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

There’s a reason why people are di�erent than any other creation on earth. It’s because God made us 

special and for a special purpose—God is building a family. Like children who resemble their parents, we 

are made in God’s very image. And He wants us to have a beautiful parent-child relationship with Him 

that we develop by living His way and talking to Him o�en in prayer. 

Some of the best gi�s that God wants to give us haven’t even happened yet. He wants to give us eternal 

life and have us reign as kings and priests when Jesus Christ returns to rule! He wants to give each of us a 

crown and make us part of His spiritual, royal family! 

 
BEGIN YOUR STUDY

Read the memory scriptures together with your children, then read 

through the summary statement (remember to simplify the statement, 

if necessary). Have your children cut and paste the summary 

statement from this page in their “Fundamentals Bible Study 

Journal” (as suggested in the Memorizing Scripture resource “The 

Fundamentals”). 

Next have your child write the memory scriptures, 2 Corinthians 6:18 

and Revelation 21:7, in his or her journal. Remind your child about 

Fundamental #3: What are humans? and how you talked about God 

creating Adam and Eve in His image. Ask your children, Why do you 

think God created you? Tell your children that God has an incredible 

purpose for them—to be part of His family and be a king and priest 

with Jesus Christ!

Have your children write the memory scriptures on a piece of paper 

(they can choose one or both scriptures). Around the scriptures, have 

your children draw and decorate a crown, like a king or queen would wear. 
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FUNDAMENTAL #3 

What are humans?

 
MEMORY SCRIPTURES 

So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 

female He created them. —Genesis 1:2
7

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

Humans are living, thinking beings created by God in His image (we look like Him!) and with the potential 

to become part of His family. Human life is physical—temporary—and is not meant to last forever. But 

God o�ers us a gi� if we will accept it and live by His rules: we can live forever in spirit form! 

Adam and Eve were the  rst people created by God. He made them male and female. They were the  rst 

people o�ered this gi� of living forever. It required being obedient to God. Sadly, they disobeyed which 

brought sin into the world (sin is the breaking of God’s laws). As a result, death and su�ering became a 

normal part of human life. Every human being since Adam and Eve has sinned. (The only One who has 

lived a sinless life as a human being was Jesus Christ who actually was—and is—the Son of God.) 

 
BEGIN YOUR STUDY

Read the memory scripture together with your children, then read through the summary 

statement (remember to simplify the statement, if necessary). Have your children 

cut and paste the summary statement from this page in their “Fundamentals 

Bible Study Journal” (as suggested in the Memorizing Scripture resource 

“The Fundamentals”). 

Next have your child write the memory scripture, Genesis 1:27, in his 

or her journal. Ask your child to think about the word image. What is 

an image? An image can be a reflection, a created object, a picture, 

and so on. On the surface of a lake on a still day, we see the image 

of the sky in the water. In a mirror, we see our own image reflecting 

back. We might even use the word image to describe someone’s 

character or reputation. 

Think about, then, what it means to be made in God’s image. That 

makes us very unique and very special! Remind your child that God 

wants every human who has ever lived to eventually be a part of His 

family. Right now, we are physical human beings and do not yet have 

eternal life as a spirit being. But we can still choose to reflect God, our 

Creator, by living His way of life now in preparation for eternal life. 
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FUNDAMENTAL #3 

What Are Humans?

 MEMORY SCRIPTURES 

So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 

female He created them. —Genesis 1:27

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

Humans are living, thinking beings created by God in His image (we look like Him!) and with the potential 

to become part of His family. Human life is physical—temporary—and is not meant to last forever. But 

God o�ers us a gi� if we will accept it and live by His rules: we can live forever in spirit form! 

Adam and Eve were the  rst people created by God. He made them male and female. They were the  rst 

people o�ered this gi� of living forever. It required being obedient to God. Sadly, they disobeyed which 

brought sin into the world (sin is the breaking of God’s laws). As a result, death and su�ering became a 

normal part of human life. Every human being since Adam and Eve has sinned. (The only One who has 

lived a sinless life as a human being was Jesus Christ who actually was—and is—the Son of God.) 

 BEGIN YOUR STUDY

Read the memory scripture together with your children, then read through the summary 

statement (remember to simplify the statement, if necessary). Have your children 

cut and paste the summary statement from this page in their “Fundamentals 

Bible Study Journal” (as suggested in the Memorizing Scripture resource 

“The Fundamentals”). 

Next have your child write the memory scripture, Genesis 1:27, in his 

or her journal. Ask your child to think about the word image. What is 

an image? An image can be a reflection, a created object, a picture, 

and so on. On the surface of a lake on a still day, we see the image 

of the sky in the water. In a mirror, we see our own image reflecting 

back. We might even use the word image to describe someone’s 

character or reputation. 

Think about, then, what it means to be made in God’s image. That 

makes us very unique and very special! Remind your child that God 

wants every human who has ever lived to eventually be a part of His 

family. Right now, we are physical human beings and do not yet have 

eternal life as a spirit being. But we can still choose to reflect God, our 

Creator, by living His way of life now in preparation for eternal life. 

So God created man in His own
 image; 

in the image of God He created him; male and female He creat
ed them. 

—Genesis 1:27

FUNDAMENTAL #3 
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Ask your children, Why do you think God wants to have His Word written on our 
hearts? What does this even mean? You can tell them that God wants us to 
not only know what He says, but also to do it! It should become a part of 
who we are. 

Tell them that today you’re going to focus on writing God’s Word on 
your hearts. Create three heart-shaped cutouts and write out three 
focus scriptures to hang up around the scripture poster of 2 Timothy 
3:16 that they’ve already created. These can be scriptures from 
previous Fundamentals, from the “Which Scriptures?” EEI resource, 
any verses from Proverbs that you want your child to learn, or any 
three scriptures that you and your child have chosen together. 

Have your children discuss the scriptures they’ve chosen with the 
whole family during dinner. The more often they discuss these verses, 
the more the memory work is getting reinforced. Work together as a 
family in writing these scriptures on your hearts.

DIGGING DEEPER INTERACTION #2
God’s Word tells us how to live the right way (“instruction in righteousness”) and how to walk the right 
way (read Deuteronomy 10:12-13). With your child, brainstorm a list of things that God tells us are right 
(for older children you could also find a scripture that supports each action). For example, your list might 
include: 

• putting God first

• keeping the Sabbath

• keeping the holy days

• honoring our parents

• telling the truth

• loving others

• saying kind words

After you and your children have come up with about six to ten ways 
to “walk in all His ways,” create a path to walk on using one of the 
following methods: 

1. Have your children write each one of these actions with chalk on 
the sidewalk leading up to your front door or on your driveway. Each 
day they can walk the path of God’s ways from His Word and read 
each one as they walk. 

2. Cut out a large foot shape from card stock for each of the actions 
you and your child have come up with. Write down one action on each 
paper foot and then tape them down on the floor in your house so that 
your child can walk this path each day.
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BIBLE STORY: TIMOTHY 
Begin by having your children say the memory scripture. Ask if they can remember any of the other 
scriptures that they have been “writing on their hearts.” Tell your child that the way they have been 
practicing and learning all of these scriptures reminds you of another child in the Bible—Timothy! God’s 
Word was very important to Timothy as well (2 Timothy 3:15). Read through the story of Timothy and 
use the EEI lesson “Timothy, a Boy Who Grew Up To Serve God” to help your children learn about this 
role model. 

BONUS IDEAS
There are several scriptures in the book of Proverbs that talk about the importance of good 
instruction. Challenge your children (and yourself!) to find as many as they can and add them to their 
“Fundamentals Bible Study Journal.” For an added challenge, try to find these scriptures without the use 
of a concordance. 

Do an online search on how to memorize the books of the Bible. Find a 
method that works best for you and your family, whether that’s a song, 
a chart, or just good old-fashioned flash cards! 

WRAP-UP ACTIVITY
Have your children display their memory scripture poster with 
their growing collection. 

To end your study, record your child reciting the memory 
scripture. Consider posting the video to the EEI Facebook group 
page or to your local church congregation’s social media page, 
or simply keep the video for your own family records.


