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Materials:
1 empty and dry clear plastic bottle (like a water bottle) 

Uncooked rice 

String or yarn 

Hole punch 

Seed packet, a few big seeds (like pumpkin or sunflower),  
or wheat kernels 

Mustard seed or small seed like coriander 

One yeast packet, or a cracker 

Toy gem, play jewelry, or a chocolate gold coin 

Toy pearl or toy pearl necklace 

Small cut piece from a plastic mesh bag (like a netted bag of fruit) 

Small toy crown or coins 

Raisins or a wine cork 

Toy ring 

Small toy suitcase, travel vehicle (airplane, car, boat), or a foreign coin

The book of Matthew contains several “the kingdom of heaven is like” parables. In this Seek and Find activity, 
10 objects represent these 10 parables. Help engage your child in finding all 10 as you reinforce the importance 
of seeking God’s Kingdom first (Matthew 6:33). Because the activity is self-contained, this makes a great travel 
game as well.

To create the Kingdom Parables Seek and Find, here are the step-by-step instructions:

1. Peel off any labels on a used, clear plastic bottle. Allow the bottle to dry completely. 

2. Collect the various objects using materials around your house, toys your children already own, or by  
 purchasing items at a dollar store. Make sure all items will fit through the mouth of the bottle.

3. Add all 10 objects to the bottle. Fill the bottle with uncooked rice, up to within about 1 inch (2 ½  
 centimeters) of the top. (The more rice you add, the harder the Seek and Find activity.)
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4. Screw on the cap and test the activity. Add or remove rice as needed.

5. Print the list of items to seek (from page 3) on card stock and cut out. 

6. Punch a hole in the corner of the card stock list and thread the string through it. Tie it around the neck of  
  the bottle.

7. Enjoy your Seek and Find activity! 

While creating this craft and seeking the objects, you may wish to discuss the parables and explain their 
meanings. Ask your children why Jesus Christ would have chosen certain objects to represent the Kingdom. You 
may wish to read through each parable as a study with your children. 

The following is a reference list of the “kingdom of heaven is like” parables:

Matthew 13:24-25: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way.”

Matthew 13:31-32: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in 
his field, which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.”

Matthew 13:33: “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of 
meal till it was all leavened.”

Matthew 13:44: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; 
and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”

Matthew 13:45: “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had 
found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

Matthew 13:47-48: “The kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered 
some of every kind, which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good 
into vessels, but threw the bad away.”

Matthew 18:23: “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with  
his servants.”

Matthew 20:1: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard.”

Matthew 22:2-3: “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, and 
sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding.”

Matthew 25:14: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own 
servants and delivered his goods to them.”
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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE…
good seed: seek and fi nd seeds or wheat

a mustard seed: seek and fi nd a small seed

leaven: seek and fi nd something containing yeast

treasure: seek and fi nd a gem or gold coin

a merchant seeking beautiful pearls: seek and fi nd a pearl 

a dragnet: seek and fi nd a net

a king settling accounts: seek and fi nd a crown or coins

a landowner hiring vineyard laborers: seek and fi nd a raisin or a wine cork

a king who arranged a marriage: seek and fi nd a ring

a man traveling far: seek and fi nd a foreign coin or a method of travel


