What Makes a Good Home?
Bible Stu dy Starters
For 6,000 years of human history, homes have been an important part of who we are. But what makes a home … a home?
This Bible Study Starter will explore the elements God says belong in a good home.

DEUTERONOMY 6:4-9

PROVERBS 15:6, 16-17

( N e w K in g J a me s Ve r sio n )

( N e w K in g J a me s Ve r sio n )

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your strength.
And these words which I command you today shall be in your
heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk
of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when
you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall

In the house of the righteous there
is much treasure, but in the revenue of
the wicked is trouble. …
Better is a little with the fear of the
LORD, than great treasure with trouble.
Better is a dinner of herbs where love
is, than a fatted calf with hatred.

write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

STARTER QUESTIONS
1.

There are a lot of ways to measure a home—square footage, construction quality, furnishings, resale value, number of
occupants, layout, etc. According to the verses above, what qualities does God look for in the homes of His people?

2.

When those qualities are present, how do they impact (directly and indirectly) those living in the home? How do they change
the way those living in that home interact with each other or spend their time?

3.

Name three things you can start doing to better cultivate those qualities in your own home. Are there changes you can make
to your schedule or routine that would make it easier to do those things?

4.

One of the most important parts of the home isn’t the structure itself, but the people who live in it. If you share your home
with others, what can you personally do to make sure it’s a place “where love is” instead of a place “with hatred”?

5.

Romans 13:9-13 reminds us that hospitality is an important function of the home (and of Christianity itself). How do you use
your home to show hospitality to others? Are there ways you’d like to improve when it comes to hospitality?

6.

Proverbs 24:3-4 lists wisdom, understanding and knowledge as three essential contributors to an established, well-stocked
house. What are the key differences between wisdom, understanding and knowledge—and how do they factor into decisions
about what your home should become?

7.

Proverbs 14:11 contrasts “the house of the wicked” with “the tent of the upright.” Even when we know that the kind of life we
live is more important than the quantity of things we own, why is it so much easier to focus on gaining physical possessions?
When that happens, what can we do to refocus ourselves on the things that truly matter? (See Matthew 6:24-34 for ideas.)

8.

Having a big house and expensive things isn’t a problem. The problem is when we make those things—and the money they
require—our primary focus (see 1 Timothy 6:6-10, which reminds us that “godliness with contentment is great gain”). One
technique for staying content is counting our blessings. Pick 10 things about your home—tangible or intangible—that you’re
thankful for. When did you last thank God for everything on that list?
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