
                            
 
 
 
Lexington and Rockbridge Area Tourism Board Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at 8:30am, by Zoom 
Members Present: Dennis Ayers, Kristina Ramsey, Jerry Price, Shana Layman, George Huger, Corey Berkstresser 
Members Absent:  Leslie Ayers 
Staff Present: Jean Clark, Patty Williams, Marie Plank 

 
Shana Layman called the meeting to order at 8:31am. 
 
Patty Williams read the re-adoption and extension of the emergency ordinance authorizing the adoption of procedures for electronic 
public meetings to ensure the continuity of government during the Covid-19 pandemic disaster.  She asked the board to adopt 
continuation of this resolution until March 2021.  Dennis Ayers made motion to adopt the extension of the emergency ordinance, 
Kristina Ramsey seconded the motion, and by roll call the board members voted as follows: 
 
Shana Layman aye 
George Huger aye 
Jerry Price aye 
Kristina Ramsey aye 
Dennis Ayers aye 
 
All present voted aye, and the resolution was adopted to continue electronic board meetings until March 2021. 
 
Dennis Ayers made motion to approve the minutes of the Wednesday, October 21, 2020 meeting.  Jerry Price seconded the 
motion, all present voted aye, and the October minutes were approved. 
                                                                                                                          
Buena Vista Report 
• Kristina Ramsey announced upcoming events in Buena Vista including a reverse Christmas parade and the holiday lights 

display drive through at Glen Maury Park. 
• Ms. Ramsey told the board that a disc golf course will be installed beside the double-decker pavilion at Glen Maury Park. 
• Kristina also told the board that Buena Vista is looking into possible grant opportunities for playground equipment at Glen 

Maury Park. 
• She said that the City of Buena Vista is interested in purchasing the Town Square property. 

 
Lexington Report 
• Dennis Ayers announced that the Candlelight Processional on November 27, 2020 will be virtual and hosted on Main Street 

Lexington’s Facebook page. 
• He told the board that Lexington’s Christmas parade will also be a reverse parade, and will be held on Friday, December 4. 

2020. 
• Mr. Ayers announced that the City of Lexington passed the new comprehensive plan at City Council Meeting on Thursday, 

November 12, 2020. 
• Dennis said that while sales tax figures were greater than in the same time period for 2019, both meal tax and lodging tax 

receipts were down. 
 

Rockbridge County Report 
• No report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marketing Director Report 



• Patty Williams announced that tourism was awarded a $10,000 grant which will focus on marketing small towns, big backyards, 
road trips, and outdoor recreation. 

• Patty told the board that the PACT Facebook campaign has been completed, and she reviewed the statistics in greater detail, 
and also mentioned an article on Lexington in Forbes.com that mentions PACT. 

• Ms. Williams reviewed the previous month’s statistics at the three (3) visitor centers. 
• She told the board that the most viewed Virginia Tourism Corporation Instagram photo was of Natural Bridge State Park. 
 
Executive Director Report 
• Director Clark announced the upcoming meeting of Rockbridge Area Outdoor Partnership (RAOP), and told the board that 

RAOP will now be meeting every other month. The new RAOP chairperson is Jim Jones, and the vice-chairperson is James 
Dick. 

• Ms. Clark said that the Master Plan for Natural Bridge State Park was presented at the Park by Department of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR). 

• Jean talked about the honey harvest from the apiary at Natural Bridge State Park, and announced that the honey is for sale. 
• She said that the Upper James River Water Trail initiative has done really well, and that they are working on the upcoming 

season and will reprint the water trail map. 
• Ms. Clark said that Virginia Horse Center (VHC) is working on a way to bring spectators back to events, but must pass on the 

USA BMX event planned for 2021. 
• She told the board that tourism supplied an ornament for the tree in the Governor’s Mansion that depicts all areas of 

Rockbridge County. 
• Dennis Ayers explained a Project Agreement titled “Unheard Voices of Black Downtown Lexington”.  The project is to be a 

collaboration of Rockbridge Historical Society, Rockbridge Regional Tourism, and Washington and Lee University.  The project 
goal is to create a digital story map to highlight historic Black businesses in downtown Lexington.  He reviewed the 
Memorandum of Understanding that Director Clark provided to each board member prior to the meeting. Static displays 
pertaining to this project will be temporarily displayed at the Lexington Visitor Center.  Director Clark spoke further on past 
visitor center displays on this subject.  Kristina Ramsey made motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding, Shana 
Layman seconded the motion.  All present voted aye, and the Memorandum of Understanding/Project Agreement was 
approved. 

• There was no further new business brought before the board, and Shana Layman adjourned the meeting at 9:22 am. 
 
 
Time of next meeting: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
Minutes recorded by Marie Plank 


