
Braiding the Way  
for Outdoor Recreation in the 

Rockbridge Area  
 

FACT SHEET  

Stakeholder Steering Committee  
 

The Steering Group includes representatives 

from the following key stakeholders: 
 

Lexington-Rockbridge Area Tourism 
(Chair) 

Rockbridge County 
City of Lexington 

City of Buena Vista 
Rockbridge Area Recreation Organization 

Rockbridge Area Conservation Council 

Rockbridge Area Health Center 
Lime Kiln Theater 

Shenandoah Rides and Rentals 
Celebrate BV 

Fine Arts in Rockbridge 

Virginia Military Institute 
US Forest Service, Washington & Jefferson 

National Forests 
National Parks Service, Blue Ridge 

Parkway 
Washington and Lee Outing Club 

Southern Virginia University Outdoor Club 

Central Shenandoah Planning District 
Commission 

National Park Service, Rivers, Trails & 
Conservation Assistance Program 

Project Background 

Outdoor recreation has long been recognized as an important feature and 

economic driver in Rockbridge County and its cities and towns.  Local groups 

and government officials are well connected with federal partners that 

manage the National Forest and Blue Ridge Parkway; state partners that 

manage access to rivers, state parks, forests, and natural preserves; and 

nonprofit organizations that advocate on behalf of natural resources, historic 

preservation, and protection of public lands.  Together, much has been 

accomplished by these partners that have moved the region forward in this 

effort.  What has been lacking is a coordinated, comprehensive and regional 

approach to outdoor recreation planning, programming and promotion.     

 

Project Description 

Recently, a technical assistance grant was awarded and received from the 

National Park Service through its Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance 

program. With Lexington and Rockbridge Area Tourism leading the effort,  a 

plan is now in place to develop an Outdoor Recreation Plan and 

Implementation Strategy for the Rockbridge area.  The goal of this project is 

to create a braided network of trails, blueways, bikeways, and parks that 

supports community health and conservation goals, and links the region’s 

cultural, historic and natural attractions. 

Technical assistance provided by the National Park Service and planning 

support from the Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission will serve 

to organize the key stakeholders so they may work together, effectively, to 

achieve this goal. The development of a master plan, and establishment of 

an organization to oversee its implementation, are necessary to achieve the 

regional vision of outdoor recreation as an economic driver in the Rockbridge 

area.  This project builds upon a number of existing plans, such as Brushy 

Blue Greenway Plan which envisions making a continuous 13-mile connection 

from Brushy Hills Preserve to the Blue Ridge Parkway through Woods Creek 

Trail, Jordan’s Point Park, the Chessie Nature Trail and the Maury River Walk.  

 

Project Elements 

 Conduct a resource assessment, identify and evaluate trail and blueway 

opportunities and constraints, and complete an Outdoor Recreation Plan 

and Implementation Strategy for the Rockbridge area. 

 Identify a long-term management entity to enhance coordination among 

local jurisdictions, non-profits and businesses in the Rockbridge area. 

 Complete an Economic Impact Study for the Rockbridge Area to 

document benefits of outdoor recreation to the region. 

 Develop a Marketing Strategy for Outdoor Recreation to enhance tourism 

and business development efforts, and support regional economic 

development goals.  

For additional information please contact: 
Jean Clark, Director of Tourism; Lexington and 
Rockbridge Area Tourism 
director@lexingintonvirginia.com 540-463-3777  

Erin Yancey, Central Shenandoah Planning District 
Commission                                      
erin@cspdc.org  540-885-5174  

Study Time Frame 

It is anticipated that the 18-month project will be 

completed in March 2017. 


